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What's hot
this week: DEVIN FAULHABER

staff writer

While his colleaguestoil over
pages of research, communica-
tions professor Mark Steens-
land is dealing with pigeons
sent from Hell.

Pop Chart:
"In My Head"
JasonDerulo
Jason Derulo Steensland will bring author

Robert E. Howard's acclaimed
horror short story "Pigeons
from Hell" to the big screen, in
association with Paradox En-
tertainment.

Country Chart:
'American Honey"

Lady Antebellum
Need You Now

Rock Chart:
"Between the Lines"
Stone Temple Pilots
Stone Temple Pilots

Pigeons from Hell, which au-
thor Stephen King labeled "one
of the finest horror stories of
our century," is the story of two
men traveling through the
1930 s American South.

Hip Hop/R&B Chart:
"Everything to Me"

In search of a place to stay
for the night, they find more
than they bargained for in an
abandoned plantation house.

Steensland was surprised the
rights to the story hadn't been
bought yet and quickly ap-
proached Paradox to secure
them.

Monica
Still Standing

Album:
My World 2.0
Justin Bieber

ADAM FRACASSI
IMSS writer • poli sci major

Penn State Erie is proud to
introduce nine new students
into the Behrend chapter of
Lambda Pi Eta.

The students were recog-
nized and inducted on April 15.

Lambda Pi Eta is a presti-
gious honor society of the Na-
tional Communication
Association. Students were pre-
sented with certificates and
membership pins at the induc-
tion ceremony.

This membership is a promi-
nent achievement.

According to the press re-
lease, the president of the Omi-
cron Chapter of Lambda Pi Eta,
Amy Lawrence says, "Member-
ship is an extreme accomplish-
ment and honor. The
organization only honors those

ANDREW TARR
H2OS writer • poli s t major 9 • How long haveyou been

lIM at Behrend?

A I have been teaching
at Behrend for 30
years now.

9 MN What are some of the
things you are involved in

Aas a professor here?
a
• I am the director the

honors program.
That is about 20 percent of my job as
a professor here.

Of all the professors at Penn State
Behrend, John Gamble has been here
the longest. So long that he has
earned himself the title of Distin-
guished Professor of Political Science
and International Law.

Gamble is in charge of many differ-
net departments on campus, includ-
ing Pre-Law advising and the Honors
Program.

Of all professors, Gamble is argubly
one of the most unnoticed. He re-
cently sat down with the Beacon to
discuss his job as a professor here.

9 What all is involved as
M
• being the director of the

program?9 • Where did you getyour
• degrees from? A. I try to make sure peo-

• ple understand the re-

AMy Ph.D. is from the
University of Wash-
ington in Seattle, and

my undergraduate degree is in politi-
cal science with a minor in math
from the College of Wooster.

quirements and apply
for programs they might qualify for. I
also have to provide guidance to col-
lege to help find good students and
get them to apply. I also answer ques-
tions that students may have about
any of our honors courses.

9 ■ Did you work at other uni-
■ versities before Penn State

Behrend? How do students become a
If the h 4

Yes, I taught in Rhode
• Island for five years
• before coming here.

■ part o
gram?

onors p

There are two differ-

A. ent honors programs
• here at Behrend. First

there is the Behrend honors program
for the first two years ofyour college
career. Most people enter into it as a
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Steensland lands
Paradox owns the rights to

all of Howard's material.
Howard wrote much of his
work in the 1920 s and 30s, in-
cluding Conan the Barbarian,
Solomon Kane, and Kull the
Conqueror, among others.

Known for his horror short
films, Steensland used these to
get in touch with a develop-
ment executive at the company.
After a short pitch meeting, the
company contracted him to
adapt the story.

The first draft of the script is
currently finished with a sec-
ond on the way. Budgeted at
around $5 million, Steensland
aims to deliver a close adapta-
tion that is heavy on atmos-
phere.

Steensland is currently in the
running to direct the film.

As for the movie's release
date or who will be cast in it,
"it's about as sure as tomor-
row's weather," Steensland
says.

Although the story is known

Nine students inducted
who academically excel."

Lambda Pi Eta signifies the
three ingredients of persuasion
that Aristotle
described in his
book, Rhetoric:
Logos, meaning
logic (Lambda);
Pathos (Pi), re-
lating to emo-
tion; and Ethos
(Eta), defined as
character credi-
bility and ethics

Lambda Pi
Eta honors stu-
dents for their
impressive com-
mitment to the
study of communications

Lambda Pi Eta

In order to become a mem-
ber, students must complete 60
semester hours with at least 12
focused in communications.

Students must alan.have a cu----v--

H&SS Professor Feature

job for ssmil film
in many literary circles, the
challenge will be pitching the
name to an unfamiliar audi-
ence. A change in title is
planned but has not been final-
ized.

Louisiana, the site of filming
for such movies as Déjà Vu and
The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button, is a possible candidate
for shooting.

Steensland, too, brings some
Hollywood to Erie, in the form
of his communication courses
at Penn State Behrend.

Behrend will once again offer
Steensland's screenwriting
course in the fall. The class, of-
fered once every two years,
gives students an in-depth look
behind the screenwriting
process.

Students watch films such as
Toy Story and Midnight Run to
analyze their narrative struc-
tures before writing their own
short film or feature length
screenplays.

Industry professionals are

into Lambda Pi Eta
mulative GPA of 3.0 or greater,
and a communications GPA of
at least 3.25.

"Membership is
an extreme

accomplishment
and honor."

Amy Lawrence

"Membership
signifies the seri-
ousness and focus
of my academic
goals," said
Lawrence, echo-
ing the prestige of
this group and all
the hard work
that students
must do in order
to get into the
group.Omicron Chapter President of

Lambda Pi Eta
was founded in
1985 at the Uni-

versity ofArkansas. Lambda Pi
Eta became a component of the
National Communication Asso-
ciation (NCA) in 1988, and was
bestowed the official honor so-
ciety of the NCA in July 1995.

John Gamble
freshman because of high grades in
highschool. Then there is the
Schreyer Honors College, which is a
University wide honors college pro-
gram.

9 ■ What is required for a stu-
n. dent to do?

It all depends on how
■ tough the highschool
111 is that they attended.

They must have at least a 3.5 or 3.6
G.P.A. in high school. Schreyers Hon-
ors College requires a paper, where
Behrend's Honors Program does not.
The Schreyer members must com-
plete a thesis in senior year of college.
Both are required to maintain a G.P.A.
while attending the university.

9 . What are you working on

■ now?
I am currently writing

A. a book about how peo-
• ple need to better ana-

lyze their news. It is
called No Bull Information. I want
people to demand more accurate in-
formation from the news, whether
that is from buying products, voting
for a candidate, or applying for a uni-
versity. That is the theme for the
book. In it I offer suggestions for how
you can contest information. lam
aiming to complete it this summer.

H&SS Editor
Free • Confidential

STD TESTING - WALK IN CLINIC

Erie County Department ofHealth
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(Corner ofWest 2nd & Cherry Streets)
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Adam Fracassi
political science

H&SS Writers
Andrew Tarr
political science

Zack Goncz
political science

Lasheena Barnes
psychology

Alli Heitzenrater
creative writing
MattDefusco
creative writing

also brought into class, allow-
ing students to ask questions
about the realities of working in
Hollywood and the challenge of
selling a film to executives.

Brian Morris, a creative writ-
ing major previously took the
screenwriting course and was
impressed by it.

"I enjoyed the opportunity to
explore another genre of writ-
ing and improve my own writ-
ing," Morris says.

Screenwriting Info:

Comm 346
Writing for the Screen

I
Emphasizing analysis,

creativity, andcritiquing
skills necessary for the de-
velopment of storytelling.

TR 11:00 - 12:15
REDC 206

The NCA is non-profit with
over 8,000 educators, practi-
tioners, and students working
and living in every state and
more than 20 countries.

The NCA "advances commu-
nication as the discipline that
studies all forms, modes, media
and consequences of communi-
cation through humanistic, so-
cial scientific and aesthetic
inquiry."

The National Communica-
tion Association is the largest
national organization to pro-
mote communication, scholar-
ship, and education.

It aims to contribute to a bet-
ter education and society
through its work.

Becoming a member was no
easy task, and congratulations
go out to the nine new mem-
bers of Lambda Pi Eta.

John Gamble, H&SS School

DistinguishedProfessor in Political Science and
InternationalLaw JohnGamble has been

teaching at Behrend for 30 years and is the
directorof the honors program.

Weekly
Political
Ticker

ADAM FRACASSI
H&SS editor • political science major

Supreme Court Justice John
Paul Stevens announced that
he is retiring after the end of
this term...This retirement
gives President Obama his
second Supreme Court nomi-
nation in his first term...Among
the list of names to replace Jus-
tice Stevens are Secretary of
Homeland Security Janet
Napolitano, AttorneyGeneral
Eric Holder, and Michigan
Governor Jennifer
Granholm...The Securities
Exchange Commission filed
civil charges against the Gold-
man Sachs CEO on fraud
charges...obama announced
that he is increasing the NASA
budget by $6 billion over the
next five years...Arizona State
Senate passed a bill this past
Monday that requires immi-
grants to carry their alien doc-
umentation on them at all times
and gives police the right to
question anyone if suspected of
being an illegal
immigrant...President Obama
asked Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary Kathleen Se-
belius to establish a rule that
would no longer allow hospi-
tials the right to deny gay and
lesbian couples the right to vis-
itation...A volcanic eruption in
Iceland caused the airline serv-
ice to be shut down because the
ash is extremely thick and
clogs jet engines as they fly
through it...the ash cloud
caused President Obama and
Vice President Joe Biden to
not be able to attend the funeral
of Polish President Lech
Kaczynski who was killed in a
plane crash earlier this
week...obama decided against
holding a public ceremony for
the National Day of
Prayer—There was a massive
earthquake in China that killed
over 600 people.

On This Day in
History:

April 23rd
1861: Arkansas troops
seized Fort Smith

was first used in print in an
article in the "New York
Journal." It was spelled
"Hill-Billie."

1924: The Senate passed
the Soldiers Bonus Bill

1954: Hank Aaron of the
Milwaukee Braves hit his
first major-league home
run

1985: The U.S. House re-
jected $l4 million in aid to
Nicaragua.

2003: President Bush au-
thorized a bill to make
changes to the nickel for
release in 2004.


