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Educational reform needs to be next
I don’t think people realize

exactly what the word “reform”
means nowadays.

Reform is what shaped this
country, and is partially respon-
sible for the start of the Civil
War.

This wave of passion and re-
construction was' sparked by
President Abraham Lincoln,
who is considered one of the
presidents that turned America
into what it is today: a power-
house in the global realm.

Obama is attempting to do
the same with an almost as hol-
low America that Lincoln dealt
with, but with less passion.
Less motivation by the Ameri-
can people to realize that they
are re-writing the history books
for the future in what is accom-
plished, or not accomplished, in
just the next few short years.

The new question for current
college students should be what
are we goingto write in the his-
tory books for generations to
come? More world hatred to-
ward a country destroying
global markets? I surely hope
not.

Until recently with the health
care reform there has not been
a major national reform policy
that has been put through Con-
gress since the great “New
Deal” days of the FDR era.

Without a massive realization
by America, from the average

businessman to a senator on
Capitol Hill, the future looks
bleak.

Now, I am not saying Obama
is doing the best job he can for
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Every French
student takes a high school exit
exam called the Baccalaureate
exam (the Bac for short).

Basically this exam places
students into universities based
on the results of this test and is
taken extremely seriously in
France. Some high school stu-

dents even take a fifth year of
high school to prepare for it.

The focus right now in Wash-
ington seems to be consumed
primarily by the health care bill
that is trying to be put into mo-
tion. However, we as a nation
have jumpedthe gun here.

There is no doubt in my mind
that reformed health care
would benefit this country as a
whole and would be a huge
step forward in the furthering
developmentof America.

But educational reform
should have been the first pri-
ority for those politicians who
are battling it out on Capitol
Hill.

The Bush administration
tried desperately to impose
these sanctions, and although
the intentions were to help
school districts, the No Child
Left Behind Act failed miser-
ably and only seemed to reveal
even more problems in the ed-
ucational system.

Getting into a high school
with qualified teachers will
soon be a battle -much like it is
for college students- and the
implications could be horrific.
The battle for reform must be
won if anyone reading this
paper wants to give their chil-
dren a fighting chance in this
rapidly changing, corrupted
world.
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we should support health care
Before I get started, let me

first say this: I know politics
like the back of Barack
Obama’s hand.

Having never seen his freak-
ishly lengthy hands in person,
one can assume that I do not
understand politics, and I can
add that I do not care about
them that much.

It seems, however, that every-
one has a vested interest in this
new health care bill being
passed. Here’s what I get from
it: millions of uninsured Amer-
icans will be gaining health
care. Point blank, that’s what it

other over a health care bill that
they have absolutely no hand in
deciding, yet pay for.

Maybe that’s why I hate
politics
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sion.I haven’t seen teenagers talk

about politics like this since the
popular emergence of the
aforementioned president,
Barack Obama. I’ve seen Face-
book statuses dedicated to peo-
ple’s opinions on the health
care bill. I’ve seen statuses
such as “Republicans make me
laugh,” and “Great, now we
have to pay for lazy, unem-
ployed people’s health care.”
So-called Republicans and De-
mocrats are arguing with each

ridiculous. Why not save up
your change, deposit it all
around tax season and pay for
it thatway? Instead of thinking
about yourself, why not think
about the rest of humanity.

I’m not just talking about this
health care bill; I’m talking
about life. We all have times
where we wish someone would
lend us a helping hand. You
know what it’s like to be in
their Nikes (or, in the case of
those helpedby the health care
bill, their dollar store shoes).

You know, in 2008, teens
around the world backed
Barack Obama, backing his
campaign of “change we can
believe in.”
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doesn’t
consider him
self as a part
of any party,
let me offer an unbiased point
of view. While I’m not quite
sure if this was the right health
care bill, I can say that some-
thing needed to be done.

turn a blind eye to
these people that

we are now finally helping so
that we, in return, can buy the
latest version of everything and
anything.

Now, I have no idea how
much that tax will be, but I
can’t imagine it being anything
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Here’s some change that I
can believe in: maybe it’s time
to stop thinking about having
and start giving. Even just a
small step can help.

If you refuse to help those
who can’t afford health care,
why not help those in despair,
those who don’t have anything
to wear, or those who need help
with a repair?

Yes we can.
While most of us live in

a world where we can go to the
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A pleasant surprise
when turning 21

There are major milestones
in our young lives that we all
spendyears looking forward to.

The first, of course, is turning
10. For whatever reason, when

you are nine years old, nothing
is more exciting than the
thought of finally hitting double
digits. Becoming a teenager
at 13 can only be topped by
turning 16and getting that dri-
ver’s license that your parents
wish you weren’t old enough to
get.

At the age of 18, you finally
become an “adult” and can fi-
nally buy all of those cigarettes
and adult entertainmentyou’ve
been looking forward to.

As college students, we have
all experienced the excitement
of reaching these points in our
lives, and of course, we con-
tinue to wait for the most excit-
ing one.

At 20 years old, 2009 crawled
by as I waited for Dec. 14 to roll
around to celebrate the final
milestone of a young life that
every college student antici-
pates: turning 21.

While many may tell you that
turning 21 is more anticlimactic

than you think or that the ex-
citement fades quickly. I’d like
to reassure you that turning 21
is everything that it is built up
to be.

Although I heard the same
negativity in the months before
my birthday, my 21st was
everything that I had hoped it
would be and more. I had so
much fun, not only because I
was on my way to being 21
shots deep, but because my
friends and family were so ex-
cited to help me celebrate the
occasion and make it memo-
rable.

MARISSA LANICH
staff writer

Turning 21 is like joining a
club, and everyone who is al-
ready a member can’t wait to
initiate you and share the legal
drinking experience. You’ll
find this to be very true in the
weeks following your birthday,
when free drinks will be flying
in your direction before you
can even finish your last one.

However, turning 21 is about
more than the drinking. A
whole new social environment
is opened up to you, and al-
though there may be down-
sides, such as the expense,
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Big Ben goes

the negativity of others
ou. Go out, get wild,

and make it an experience to
remember.

unprotected
SHAWN ANNARELLI

managing editor

When will Steelers quarter-
back Ben Roethlisberger learn
to use protection?

He could not have been more
protected on March 5 when he
crossed paths with a 20-year-
old Georgia College and State
female student at Capital City, a
Midgeville, Georgia night club.

His entourage included Steel-
ers right tackle Willie Colon,
off-duty Coraopolis police offi-
cer Anthony J. Barravecchio,
off-duty Pennsylvania State Po-
lice Trooper Ed Joyner and sev-
eral more unidentified men.

Let’s start with Ben’s obvious
protection here: Willie Colon.

Colon is Roethlisberger’s
starting right tackle three years
running. He is part of an offen-
sive line that has allowed
Roethlisberger to be sacked
143 times in the last three sea-
sons. Never mind, maybe he is
not the best protection after all.

Well, maybe the pair of police
officers with Roethlisberger
could have steered him away
from a young lady that is prob-
ably still living with her par-
ents. Nah, he will be fine.

Right?
Wrong.
This is the second time in less

than ayear that Roethlisberger
has been accused of sexual as-
sault.

know, has never been accused
of any sexual conduct crimes,
but that does not mean I cannot
have a deeply profound dislike
for him.

What is the solution for ath-
letes that cannot stay away
from 20-something no-name fe-
males?

As ridiculous as they may
seem, here are a few alterna-
tives for these athletes with a
problem.

Get married and mean it. I
know, this is probably the last
thing these guys want to hear.
Bryant allegedly sexually as-
saulted a 20-year-old Colorado
woman in 2003. He since
reached a settlement with his
accuser and somehow man-
aged to remain married. Maybe
it was the $4 million ring he
bought for his wife after admit-
ting his infidelity. Marriage is
not the best option after all.

Maybe these guys could have
police escorts with them when
they go to clubs and casinos.
Oh, wait. See paragraphs num-
ber two and five of this article.

Here is a crazy idea, boys:
The next attractive womanyou
see, say hi, how are you, would
you like to eat dinner Friday
night?

Nah, would not work. There
is justnot enough not risk or le-
galities involved.

Meeting 20-something-year-
old college undergraduatesand
cheating on your wives or sim-
ply coming on too strong is a
much better route to take.

It is a damning trend in pro-
fessional athletics that simply
does not show any signs of
slowing down. Say hello Tiger
Woods, Kobe Bryant and Tom
Brady. Okay, Brady, as far as I

Right?
Wrong.

Behrend Beacon
March 26, 2010

www.thebehrepdbeacon.com

All profile photos taken b' Daniel Smith / Behrend Beacoi

4701 oh” PA16563 The Behrend Beacon
Executive

Editor-In-Chief:
Connor Sattely

editor@psu.edu
Managing Editor:

Shawn Annarelli
smaslB9@psu.edu

Edit rial B<
Buiineti Manager:

Bethany Long
bjtso37@psu.edu
Faculty Advisor:

Kim Young
kjylo@psu.edu

Marketing Manager
Katie Cook

klcs293@psu.edu

News Editors:
Ally Orlando

acososWpsu.edu
Rachelle Thompson

rllso6s@psu.edu
Ast. News Editor:

Eric Peirce
ewpsos2@psu.edu

Sports Editors:
Nick Blake

npbso4Wpsu.edu
Alec Italiano

ajiso37@psu.edu
Opinion Editor:

Neil James
opinion@psu.edu

Culture Editor:
Shannon Ehrin

sbeSol7@psu.edu
Copy Editors:

Jeff Kramer
jsksl6Wpsu.edu
Marcus Yeagley

mjysol2@psu.edu
Vldeographer:

Mike Fultz
mj!s2o4@psu. edu

Web Editor:
Jeremy Korwek

jdksoo9@psu.edu

Telephone: (814)698-6488
Fax: (814)898-6019 Editorial Polict

Butlneee Editor:

Single copies of the Beacon are free and available at newsstands around campus. Additional copies can be pur-
chased with permission of the editor-in-chief for $ 1.50 each.

Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those ofail students, faculty or University administration. Opin-
ions expressed in columns, cartoons, and letters are not necessarily those of The Behrend Beacon unless otherwise
indicated.

Akeem Mclntosh i Any intended for publication must be addressed lo the editor, be no more than 350 words, and include the
aomS 143@DSU edu : wri,er s nam * and P hone number. Letters may be edited for content or length at the editor in chief’s discretion.
HiihimHlm iMitfir* : *n,# Behreild Beacon does not publish anonymous letters to the editor Ifstudents want their letters to be
numanntm caiior. ; published, they mutt include their name. The Behrend Beacon intends for its Opinion page to be a forum forAdam Spinelli j discussion, not a screen to hide behind. Occasionally, The Behrend Beacon may request responses to online
atsss69®psu.edu j queries In which responders will be identified by their username.
Scitnce Editor: I TheBehrend Beacon is editorially independent from the Penn State system. TheBehrend Beacon operates par-

Ryan Quia i on Student Activity Fee, and partially on advertising revenue. It is published every Friday during the school
* : year exceptfor before and during scheduled vacations, with exceptions for special issues.

rggso29&psu.eou j The editor-in-chief has the final authority on editorial decisions, including, but not limited to, all columns, edito-
: rials, and letters to the editor. Complaints regarding Beacon coverage of school events should be directed to the edi-
j tor at editors psu.edu.

Photo Editor:
Daniel J. Smith

photoedltor@psu.edu
A»t. Photo Editor:

Stephan Fyfltch
stfSo26@psu.edu

Engineering Editor:
Ryan Frankouskl
rsfSoS4@psu.edu


