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Support our mercenaries
By Chris Brown
opinion editor
embs3l3Vpsu.edu

try and retain important personnel. In
testimony before Congress,
Blackwater's CEO Erik Prince said that
his company does not actively recruit
active-duty military personnel. However,
that may not be entirely necessary.
Blackwater employees deployed in Iraq
can make more in one day than a soldier
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On Tuesday the Iraqi cabinet
approved a law that would
remove immunity from private

military contractors serving protective
roles in Iraq the bill now waits for pas-
sage by the Iraqi parliament before it
becomes legally binding. It would
remove the protection granted by
Coalition Provisional Authority director
Paul Bremer in the early part of the
American occupation citing their impor-
tance to the military effort there and the
need for them to operate freely. But after
the recent killings of Iraqi civilians by
Blackwater, one of the many private mil-
itary contractors employed by the US
Government in Iraq, it seems they may
have outlasted their utility, if there ever

FOl NDI I) IN 1948 Today there are more
private contractors
than actual US sol-
diers fighting in Iraq
can in one month, while at the same time
enjoy tax-free income - many soldiers
don't need too much convincing. In
order to compete with such a huge pay
difference, the Army has been forced to
constantly raise its retention and enlist-
ment bonuses, but Lt. Gen. Michael D.
Rochelle. the Army's deputy chief of
staff for personnel, admitted how diffi-
cult it is in a press conference saying
(quoted from LA Times) "It's almost
impossible to be fully competitive."

Defense Secretary Robert Gates and
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
deserve some credit for stepping up and
taking action to limit the freedom and
gain some more oversight of these mer-
cenaries. They announced on Tuesday
that all State Department convoys will
now fall under military control, meaning
that companies like Blackwater have to
notify and gain approval from military
officials before taking action. Congress
has also stepped in. A number of hear-
ings have been scheduled and the House
of Representatives passed the Military
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Act that

was one
Beginning in 1994, the State

Department began hiring out some of its
security detail to private contractors
because of security personnel shortages.
In the past, the security of diplomats and
other State Department Officials had
normally been handled by the State
Department's own security detachment
and the US Marines. However, the US
military no longer has the capacity to
meet the demand, and after the invasion
of Afghanistan the number of hired out
contractors increased drastically. Today,
there are more private contractors than
actual US soldiers fighting in Iraq from
more than 100 countries (a true redefini-
tion of the term "coalition of the will-
ing").

The problems caused by Blackwater
and the other private militarycon-
tractors started long before the
most recent accusations being lev-
eled against them concerning the
death of over 15 unarmed inno-
cent civilians in Baghdad. These
contractors hinder the US mission
in Iraq, compete with our own
military on recruitment and reten-
tion of skilled personnel, and rep-
resent a dangerous precedent on
the monopoly of force usually
enjoyed by the state and con-
trolled by Congress.

Private military contractors
make the United States' mission
in Iraq, and the prospect of suc-
cess, more difficult. Even though
these mercenaries are under con-
tract by the US, they are not held
to the same standard of laws and
ethics applied to US military per-
sonnel. This creates all sorts of
difficulties when trying toreign in
these trigger happy gunslingers

I'm just here for the food
By Evan Koser
entertainment edam
emksl I Oopsti.cdo

potatoes, but the next day you want fettuccini alfredo, or chow
mein, or bratwurst and sauerkraut. There's so much to choose
from, why would one want to stick with one meal so early
on?! Students have the rest of their lives to find a dish and eat
the leftovers day after day, so why not enjoy the four years of
sexual freedom while one still has the chance?people are fast where I come from. Not necessarily my

hometown. hut that general area: and actually, just the
hundred or so people I associated with. And I don't

mean fast like the more conventional definition. I'm talking
16th and 17th century fast. Sexually fast, loose, promiscuous.

I'm not saying that everyone just slept with everyone else
either. because that's not true. They definitely weren't afraid
to take chances or make risque decisions. What I'm trying to
get at here is that, thus far, many students here at Behrend
seem to he insanely introverted. This isn't really a problem
(well, for someone as flirtatious as myself, I suppose it is), and
there's nothing v, tong with keeping to yourself, or having a
significant other. but the other side of the playing field can be
fine too. Why is it this way') I've been considering a few dif-

I'm not trying to condone sex or licentiousness, and I hope
I'm not offending anyone in stating that there's no big deal
about it; but if a student does choose to follow the ideology of
the sexually tense college student, be careful in you decisions.
Know that this campus offers an array ofcontraceptives: birth
control, condoms, Plan B, and the most effective of all, absti-
nence. To be honest, I'd rather everyone not run around and
sleep with each other; I like the clean environment. But
what's the harm in some tasty new meal or dessert once in a
while? Ladies, shake the men "all night long." Fellas, her lips
aren't always "venomous poison."

ferent ideas: perhaps I'm just a horny, unscrupulous incubus;
perhaps ex eryone else just has higher standards than me; or
maybe it's that ex eryone is just afraid to be more expressive of
their inhibitions.

Quote of the
Week

"Russia does not need to invite an
army of observers because the Russian
electoral system is one of the most
advanced in the world."

- Igor Borisov, an official of Russia's
Central Election Commission, com-
menting on the decision to limit the
number of electoral observers in
Russian elections to 70, down from
400

Last December, one of these con-
tractors got drunk and when he
was being hassled by a guard of
the Iraqi Vice-President in the
Green Zone, the contractor shot
the guard at point-blank range.
The next morning, the contractor
was on a flight home to the United
States, no questions asked.

Iraqis do not necessarily distin-
guish between "official" US mili-
tary personnel and the contractors
hired by the State Department or
other private companies when they con-
sider reasons to join terrorists in fighting
against the occupation. US News &

World Report quoted a senior military
official "can turn an entire district
against us." In the end the US military is
forced to pay the price in lives and wast-
ed effort because of the misdeeds of
these trigger-happy contractors.

These mercenary companies also pres-
ent problems to the military when they

I'm no philosopher. hut from my understanding and obser-
vations. isn't college supposed to be a sexual buffet? A place
where one moves on from the tensions of high school and,
sometimes literally, lets loose and goes wild. Maybe my mind
is polluted with too many college party movies (American Pie
2 and Animal House especially come to mind), but that's how
I see college; like a tempting sexual buffet full of so many
opportunities for a new meal. This isn't just from a man's per-
spective either; I know for a fact there are women out there
who enjoy a new flavor every once in a while as well. I've
met a few of them. We've even gone out to dinner.

America's Next Top
Bumper Sticker Chris Brown

would bring contractors liable under mil-
itary law. However, the long term effect
of our military's reliance on these con-
tractors remains to be seen. These impor-
tant questions now being raised by
Congress and government officials are in
many ways too little too late because our
reliance on them has grown so enor-
mously. Only now, with a Democratic
Congress and a new Secretary of
Defense, are the effects and problems
finally being addressed.

I know this is a totally different era, but take the 80s for
example: everyone was licentious then. No one was condon-
ing it either: it's not like it was taught in schools to be sexual-
ly active. Well. okay. maybe there were a few people who
turned their respective cheeks. Mostly the hair bands, but
that's okay. People liked that, and they liked freeing their
deepest desires. AC/DC. Motley Crue, Def Leppard, Poison,
the list goes on. All these bands taught the youth that one
thing was "A-okay:" being sexually free.

Now there's no reason college can't be treated like a sexual
buffet. Maybe one day you're hungry for grilled chicken and
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- ASA Blood Drive - Winter driving approaching

- Upcoming elections - Texting in class

- Clarks concert - Homework

- Cheesecake - Diplomats forced to serve in Iraq
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