
Dip, stia

•

THE BEHREND BEACON
Friday, March 17, 2006 A Penn State Erie Student Publication rm 17 aif Vol. LIII No. 23

SGA Presidential election 2006: Meetilie candidates

By Annie Sevin
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SGA Senators Meredith Straub and Ken Middlemiss are running for President and Vice President of the
2006-2007 school year. Straub and Middlemiss have colaborated on many projects and say they work like
a well-oiled machine. "We have similar views and ideas which allows us to work well together...we make
a good combination," said Middlemiss.

Straub has been at Behrend since the fall of 2004 and Middlemiss has been here since the fall of 2003.
Straub has served SGA as Director of THON, Student Affairs Assistant Director and Panhellenic Council
Representative. Middlemiss has served as Director of Student Affairs, Assistant Director of THON and
University Faculty Senator.

The platform Straub and Middlemiss have chosen can best be defined as "No empty promises." They said
they do not want to make any promises that they cannot keep. Straub said, "We will work actively with
things that are presented to us.",

Not making empty promises does not mean that they do not have things they want changed. They want

to try to improve communication between the SGA and the student body. They want to give students who
are not directly involved with SGA an opportunity to know what will be going on in their weekly meetings.
There is a message board on the bottom floor of the Reed Building that they would like to utilize next year.
They plan to post important decisions made by the Senate in the hopes that more students will want to get
involved and attend the weekly meetings.

They are looking to get more students involved with SGA so that there will be more representatives of
the student body. They also want the SGA atmosphere to become more family-like so things will RUN more
smoothly by changing the atmosphere, they think it will allow better decisions to be made.

"I love to talk to people; I want people to know that I'm here for everyone," Straub said.
Straub and Middlemiss said they are eager to hear about what the students want. They both agreedthat SGA
is currently the last place students go when they want to see change. Both candidates said that is a major
thing they want to see changed next year.

Both candidates said they plan to stay actively involved with SGA in some way if they do not win the
election. Middlemiss said, "I love THON, I couldn't not be a part of THON."

Students will be able to meet all the candidates, including senatorial candidates, Monday night in Reed
113 at 7 s.m. The Presidential Debate will be held Wednesda at 6:30 s.m. in McGarve Commons.
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Behrend go bragh

"Everyone is Irish on Saint Patrick's Day" and most people only celebrate their Irish her-
itage on Saint Patrick's Day. However, on Penn State Erie's campus, there is an organization
that doesn't just celebrate one day oftheir Irish heritage; they celebrate every day. The Irish
American Society's (lAS) sole purpose is to "educate students, faculty, staff and the commu-
nity about the culture and history ofthe Irish people and Ireland" as it states on their website
at http://www.clubs.psu.edu/bd/mcc/lAS.htm. The LAS started four years ago with at least 16
members; today it has over 20. The funding for lAS is mostly done through fundraisers set up
by the group plus any additional funding Behrend can give them. Some of the members
include Chrissey Lambert, President ofLAS, Zach Mentz, Vice President of lAS, and Jena
Ferguson, Treasurer.

For Saint Patrick's Day, a holiday normally celebrated with green beer and green eggs and
ham, lAS will be taking a more school- approved approach and will be passing out green
kool-aid. lAS will also be taking pictures of students who would like their picture in a card-
board cutout of a shamrock. Chrissey Lambert said, "This was all wereally could do because
so many other organizations are doing so much for St. Patrick's Day."

St. Patrick's Day came to America is 1737 and was first celebrated in Boston. The most tra-
ditional St. Patrick's Day icon is the shamrock. The shamrock icon comes from a story in
which St. Patrick used a Shamrock to explain the Trinity. He used it in all of his sermons to
represent the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and how they could all exist as separate ele-
ments but still be part of the same being. Because St. Patrick's Day is celebrated before the
first days of spring, people wear and celebrate Saint Patrick and the color green.

Chrissey Lambert, being the president of lAS for a year and a half now, is more than happy
with the turnout, "We get a couple of new members each year and hopefully more members
will join so we can do a lot more than we have had the time to do." One of the main points
Lambert wants to stress is that, "You don't have to be Irish to be part of the organization."
Just as on Saint Patrick's Day, you don't have to be Irish to celebrate because "everyone's
fish on St. Patrick's Day."
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Current SGA Vice President Deepti Soni is on the ballot as a 2006-2007 presidential hopeful. Soni's vice
presidential running mate is former SGA member and Resident Assistant Ross Zambanini. Together, the
two have almost six years of time put in at Behrend. Both have been involved with SGA since their fresh-
man years in the fall of 2003.

Zambanini, a double major of International Business and Management, spent last semester studying
abroad in Spain. Soni currently has senior standing as a Political Science major and has been accepted at

Harvard in the fall for graduate school. However, Soni has decided to postpone attending Harvard so she
can stay with the SGA for another year.

Soni has served on SGA as a senator for two years and is serving this year as vice president. Zambanini,
in past years, has served as Director of Student Affairs, Representative of Student Life and as a member of
the Student Life Council.

Both Soni and Zambanini said they wanted to see more student involvement with SGA. "I'd like to see
a lot ofpower out of the senate and into the [campus] groups ...there is so much to do here but there are a
lot of obstacles, and I think our job should be to make those obstacles easier to overcome," said Zambanini.

Soni agreed, "We want more student involvement so we can help the students make Behrend a better
place...we plan to go to the students and contact them to get them involved."

The running mates addressed some of the issues they expect to face in the coming year if elected.
Zambanini said he would like to see parking changes occur in the next year, especially due to the direction-
al shift of the campus because of the REDC. Soni said they will be looking at how things like a nursing
program and teaching certifications will be affecting the students. Specifically, they want to look closer at

the Information Technology Fee and what it is spent on.
It was difficult for either candidate to go into more details about the platforms they will be running on

because, until Wednesday evening, they were not sure they would be allowed to run in this election. Issues
surrounding the SGA experience of Zambanini were discussed and voted on during the weekly meeting.
Before the vote took place, there was a possibility that Zambanini was not qualified to run for vice presi-

dent (see Controversy not closed).

Controversy not closed
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Controversy surrounds the upcoming SGA Presidential election that stemmed
from a closed vote in Wednesday's weekly meeting. During the meeting, the
senate was presented with a motion to overturn an election committee's recom-
mendation that one of the two sets ofrunning mates should be disqualified from
the election because they had not fulfilled a constitutional requirement.

During discussion on the motion, Vice President Deepti Soni's running mate,
Vice Presidential Candidate Ross Zambanini's SGA experience was called into
question. According to SGA's constitution, a presidential or a vice presidential
candidate needs to have a minimum of one year experience as either a director
or an assistant director ofan SGA committee, such as Student Affairs Committee
or THON Committee; they also could have been a committee board member or
an SGA senator for one year.

Earlier in the week Zambanini was asked to provide documentation ofhis full
year of service. As of the meeting on Wednesday, he only had the word of
Jeannie Roos that he had served as her assistant in Student Affairs during the fall
of 2003 but never held the title ofAssistant Director. According to an e-mail sent
by former Vice President Justin Curry, during the 2003-2004 school year, there
were no Assistant Director titles available.

Both sides of the issue were represented during the discussion, Constitutional
Review Director Zackary Mentz said, "We need to stick to the spirit of the law."
He argued on the side letting Soni and Zambanini continue in the election on the
grounds that the law is interpretive and not set in stone.

Former President Scott Soltis was in attendance at the meeting as well. He
explained why the one-year experience stipulation was added to the constitution
last year saying, "We wanted candidates to have sufficient experience to hold
those positions."

Matchbox Players President Jerome Pohl was also in attendance was com-
pelled to remind the senate that they have the power to change laws and make
sure things are run fairly. He pointed out the fact that if Soni and Zambanini
were disqualified, there would only be one ticket remaining. Pohl asked, "Do I
get to vote or do I get a president?"

After a lengthy and heated debate, a motion was made to use a closed voting
process wherein all persons without voting power left the room. The Senate
voted to overturn the Election Committee's recommendation 10-7-1. Had the
Senate not overturned the recommendation, there would have only been one tick-
et running in the upcoming election.

After the recommendation was overturned Soni said, "I'm happy people
expressed themselves and represented both sides of the argument because SGA
is aboutrepresenting the student voice."

Vice President Soni had to chair Wednesday's meeting as president because
President Alexander Henderson was out of town on a school trip. Although the
senate voted to overturn the recommendation, Henderson holds veto power for
up to a week after the vote. The week-long veto power will end on the day of
the candidates debate.
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