When It Rains, It Drains

Understanding Sterm Water and How It Can Affect
Your Money, Safety, Health, and the Environment

What ks storm waler?

Sicrm water dm predipitation thal
fows acrous the ground and pave-
mant when it raing or whan snow
and jon rmelt, The watr seaps into
the grourd or deaires o what we
call stoem sewers. These are the
desing you 58¢ 2t SWreet COrNArs oF
at low points on the sides of streats.

Collactivaly, hha drairing watw is
called storm wader narvoff,

Wy is sterm waler “good raln
§one wreag™?

Siarm water becontes a problem
wher it picks up debris, chemicals,
dirt, arnd atiwey pollutarts as it Rows
or when il canses Rooding and
erotion of stream barks. Sorm
weler ravels heough a retwork of
pipes and roadside disches that make
up sterm sewer systams. § evanhe-
aly flows dicectly %0 & Lake, rives,
sream, wetland, or coastal water, Al
of the polhtants storm wakes Carses
dong the way amply into aur walers,
100, because shorm waler does not
Pt wreabed.

~Vebides drip Ruids (oll, granse,
gaschne, andiirecze, brake fuids,
oic.) anlo pavernart wress where
stomn water runoll cardies them
theough aur shorm desing and inko
oy wabst.

—Chamicals used 1o grow and
mabrdein beswtiful lavwrrs and
gavdern, i not used properly, can
ran off into the storm deaing when
it raing or when we water our
lavwn ard gardorm.

—Waste from chernicals and
materids used in constucion
can wash into the s50rm sewer
syshern whan it raine. Soll that
erodes from construction siles
causes envisanmentsl degrade
Son, induding hasming fsh and
shallish popadations that are
important for recreathon and
our economy.

What hagpens when i rains?
Rain is n importam part of nedure’s
watw cyde, but there are imes it
<an do mere damage than good.
Problems related 10 storm waler
runoll can indude:

~Hoading caused by 100 mwuch
arwd surfsoes such st roads and
parking lots, insiead of soaking
o the grownd.
~increases in spanding on main-
tining siorm draing and storm
sewe systens that bacome
doggel with excensive dirt
and dabris.
~—Decresses in sport ksh popule-
tions because storm water carvies
sadirmost and pollutants that
dagrade important fish habitats.
wpiore Operive reabment bech-
nologins Lo remove harmbul
pollutants carried by sioms waler
into our drirking supplies.
—Cloned beaches due 1o high levels
of bacteria caried by storm watw
thst make swirvming urisale,

Rastering Kaln's Repulation: What Crorgens Con De to llp

'uaiﬂuisumhpdnnﬂuﬂo_, g ow beakth
u‘nﬂnmu&uﬂthu

mnnmnm:nmmmm
recrenion, and heslthy wldife hebiwie. It bactrnes o problem caly when
pulmbmmmwawm”a,mmﬂ
dog walldag are loft on the greund for rele 10 waek swep

Hare are some of the MO IMPOrsant ways 0 Provent SI0rm weser
pelluben:

—Froperly duposs of hazerdeus subotances such o6 need o, clesaleg
supplies, and paint. Never poir them dowis lqn! the Slaten sower
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reln burvls or ruin gavdans, that apiure sternt weier and kap 1t on she
lestend oflatiing R drain awayinte the starm gpwer et

—Repert any dochargs fom stormm water ouifalls during §mes of
dry wosthor——a sign that them could be & problam with the sterm
BT Sl

Pk up sher pots and dapese of thalr waste preparty. Ne mener
whare pets meke s mass—in 1 backyard or st the park-—-aterm water
runall cua carry pat waste from the land 10 the siorm sewer system
0 5 Hream.

~Store muderiels that could pollvte storm waier indeorns sad vee contaln-
ars for owtdoar sioragn that do sot rest er iesh 1o el minate sxposars of
materials 10 storm wates.
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Tost Your Storm Sewer Syatom
Sweyl

What makes up the siom sewer
systum in pour communiiy? See if
you can idenify which dlaments we
port of the sterm sewer syobam in
The following items are part of the
sorm sewer m:

O A@xd (Tue or falie)

@ Afire hydrant (Bue o» Fabe)

@ A sxzwn drate ol
(Pws or falee)

@ A curd with 2 s00rm dren ol
(Frwe or Fales}

@ A ovrm sower sl
(Ve or Foles)

@ Anilet (Rws or Fobe)

@ A spic qetam (s or fobe)

© Rosds and other poved arese
(Wue or Fohe)

fuswess » Tosk Your Shvm
Sowwr Spsham Sovvs

s Tue~A @ich is part o he siorm
SOW! Sy, MO po0pie hink et the
rystaw & Just o sevies of undenground
pipes. 11con sled Inciude doctus usd %
COney $30rm witer hom the bnd © &
nxadving lohe, thar, O strenm.

8 Falat-A firn hyceant i not pan of e
100 Sewer system. Waler spraped Rom
s Mydrants i§ MOL S00re water, bt Is
Sowed by low 10 ety 1o SIONW 2w
fpdhem. .

$ Bue—A sioom drain lalet is part of
o storm spwer reiem. Medy pesple $0
AOL 100l 10 thet this & on Opaning lending
1 W0 $00rmn 2awer sysiom. Undiprstand-
(ng whst stonn draing beok lse mey
provent penple from ssing hem a5 tagh
neoptacis. Soormm draing sy metel
Famed openings st the side/ootom of
2 rondwy. SOme hove gestas Sver tham.
4 Wue=—Acurbh with § storm drate nigt
& pont OTThe SIOMN SOWer SyslvR. Ag I8
e cane with & 0 deala nlet (Na 3),
avything it onters this drasn will go
dwactly 10 shadms, vars, and nlus
without baing Wrasted frst. AnytNng thet
$O0S V00 this inied {8y, Crash, lasves,
Aazardous meteriol) travels drecey 108
mcaiving lahe, rver, Or stranm withowt
doing trantat first. Many COMmMmunitiog
steak § s10mm drging with “Do Not
Oump” massages 10 iat people lnow

5 Theo—a s100m sower outfall is pant of
he s1orm sower systam. An outill is
where sEms waler draing Som the 510
SON0! Sriierm im0 & retuiving faha,
shaam, or rivex. if thare 18 8 low fom ;
CUWall when & 134t reining, Shene Couid
50 4 prshiom with the spsiae o
somaone has used & stoom draim for
Segely Gispoeing of m ol

& Falna—A w20t 18 not pan of the sderm
sower sysiern. Wastownter bom sinty
G 200N In houias an6 Dushhasen
Bovels rough & SOWEr Jretem Con:
AUNENed 10 COrTy SAnibry wiNth. In S0MS
Neances, Oldae COMMuniBe May heve
8 combinsd sowe symem dasigeed w0
carty bave storm weter and seaitery
R

7 Rilse—A sepiic sysiam I8 sot pans of
e IO Sanar Irsiem. HOMAsWRIN
W59 $0pHC Lanks 10 Marage saniesy
Wari o4l I groperly mangingd
SORAC SpE%ms Can loak and ¢Ontribule
poliutants 10 1he SN0KM SO SraNew,
a3 well a3 diractly 10 inlem, rivery, and
SO0,

§ Falgp-=R10001 oG OWNT Dovad 80t
W 00t paet OF the SA0Mw Jewer sysiom.
Rosss st Crher hardonsd swifaces
wch ag parking loks and sidewalie con
sccumulate pollviants (g, oll, grease,
A, laaven, Vash, Pt wasies) that storm
Wity sveniially washes inko) the storm
Sowee sysham,
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