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In the diversity corner

by Abbey Lo Atkinson
contributing editorialist

ot eetatew things out in the open he-
fore we heein, This s anew column de-
vated to the dinversity standpomt. Some of
the misosynistie, heterosexist, and pre
dommuanthy white s middle class views be-
e prhlihed can be rather annovme, and
P b cors kindbwarh ms wordime here

Some of i Cother” penple eot toecether
md decrded o sk tor ccolumnm cur de
Fove Soshere it Byvery time i appears,
anew author sl otter their views and val
tes for vou to contemplate. We hope vou
Wbt wha wo T wnte ahout to be en
Behtenme . enrchie s and mavbe cven
Catse fo review ot own personal mven
Ty

e ot he the miost imorous mate
rral and we cantpronnee that vou 'l agree
o even hikhe what weothe diverse among
the Behrend student popubatiion. want o
worite about but we can pronuse vou this:
iwonthe qust pham senorant.

Diversis. What £ diversits 7 Who rep
resents diversity D Wikt s diversity com
prsed of 2 ANRd timallv o why mostany of us
cate about it 1es actdly pretty simple. Di
verstt s what mahkes cach and every one
of us ditlerent. Celebrating diversity helps
e tid commonadity among those differ-
cnees T create unity

1U~ not just about African Americans,
Aocans. Womyn.
Oueer- o Tnternational studentssits about

Astans . Thispanies,
respectmg wha we ares whoare nerehbors
are. and who our fanudy maght grow up to
he 10s about building strong communities
who can stand strong. tall and united.

It is because we form this kind of com-

Put down the gun, Heston

How many innocent people have to die?
That's the question that we need to he ask
ing ourselves everyday when we don"tdo
something about guns in this country. And
as college students this should be even
more important with the recent events in
Arizona.

For those of you who live under a rock
'l enlighten you about what took place.
A student who was receiving a fuiling
grade entered a college classroom and
gunned down the professors who gave
him the failing grade. And guns
aren’t a major problem in this

country? We have professors
gunned down in class and
snipers walking the streets.
but the NRA says we have
enough gun control in this

country.

Maybe its time to put
Moses in an old folks home.
after all.

And please don’t trot out those tired
guments about the right to bear arms be
ing in the Constitution and the people need
guns to protect themselves. or that esenat
we have stricter gun control the criminals
will still get guns. None of these wren
ments hold any more water then acup with
a bullet hole. But for those of you with
the letters NRA wattooed on your brain I}
take the time to destroy these arguments

one by one
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or some other clald, Oradisgrunted ween
taikes his parents” pun to schooland blows
Ay numerous other students. Now ey
plam tome whoe these guns are protecting
avaimn. D think Tmessedat

Amd s tor the fact the crmimals will
st he able o eet soans, of conrse they sl
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Soowhat s the ~olition™” Dowe ban puns
Al toecther” Dowe passostncter Lves and
hope that thes are enforced effectively™ On
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Well
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cates, and et the barharans m?
e he gt
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can be sare that some notaoath a cun sl
botbmnocent people forus to watch on the
Setddock news  And Bofor onels doonot
want to be sittime e class, hopimye the guy

next toome did welb onthe Tast exame

Frawley's column
appears every three weeks.

Random thoughts by Karl

I don’t know when it began. but it
should have never happened. My fam-
ily always tells me that when | was a
young, [ was the happiest child. FHoved
to laugh and smile and Ioved being the
center of attention. Heck. 1 was a cute
kid!

I'm not sure when this ended. I'would
probably say around first or sec-
ond grade. when [ began grade
school at Chestnut Elementary in
Fairview. I had friends. but it was
at this time I began getting
picked on by a few bullies
who were older than me.
Sure, everyvone got
picked on by bullics

when they were little. Karl Benacci

but being aware of this ———
doesn’t soften the
blow.

Little by little, all of this negativity
and cruelty caused me to become some-
what of an introvert, As the vears passed
by. I not only became less of the happy
child I was, but I even became a bully
myself. In middle school [ can remem-
ber being a jerk to my good friends™ little
brother. dragging the kid up and down
the soccer field by his legs in order o
get him muddy. 1 was unhappy with
myself and harped on my fawlures. tak
ing my unhappiness out on other indi-
viduals.

Looking back on it, I find 1t sad that |
went from despising mean Kids to be-
coming one myself. In my Alcoholic
Awareness class that I took for an Esact.
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Lremember aowoman speader tethime the
class she hated her tather, who swas an
alcoholic, hut she mevitab!y became an
alcoholic, This orome b < werd to
see how people etten hecorme what they
find to be horrendons
Pwent to bowrdimy schoolm 07 orade
m St Catharmes. Oneand despised the
place becanse w s smonnded
by tot et bbb € onadian Kds
who weren tyer ce The onhy
thine that cot me troueh that
vedr e plaecae foothall and
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Gahole forbecanse Toould
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nitely s nee Chanees The people were
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to one who i motivated by an extreme.

unrcasoning enthusiasm. soch as telting

people they re coing to hell,

Just because afew people who clinm
they re religrous are acting hke scum
docesn™t mean their parish or rehieion s
full of people with that person’s frane
of nind A ercatexample is the religion
of Islam. which does promote peace. A
few evil people performed an evil act
on Sept T and cliamed they did it for
ther rehigion, hut this doesn 't make then
rehigion bad, it makes them had.

A tew weeks after hearimg about the
relrmous cuy who told eversone they
were some o hello was approached by
i handmg out pocket-stze copies of
the New Testiment. The man was nice
toome and Trealized somethine  there
are ngee people e this world and there
are bad people. One shouldn ™t et the bad
people tarmsh the good people. More
mportntlyve T orecoenized that letting
necative people or any unnecessany
negativits into ny hite s something that
Ishould completely avord.

Werve all heard the famous quote,

vorcare whar vene ear.” Hraly beliese
this quote is true when its applied to
hunum mieraction, I used to hang owt
withnegative people who talked behind
thewr triends backs and complamed about
cvennthing, Ione subiects themselves
o thes the person will find 1t hard o be
Iappy. Hanging out with sad people just
o tworth it In factsits aowaste of time.
Fake it from me.

My mistake was closing others off,
namely the good people. because of bad
people. Now that I've learned that some

munity that we can take the socially respon-
stble route of caring for our fellow human
beings and doing unto others as we'd have
thenmdo unto ourselves. No one is HX0% po-
Itically correct, nor just too sensitive or
whiney. but cach individual has the power
to strive for better conditions, be they physi-
cal, emaotional, or otherwise. tor every indi-
sidual they feel compelled to tight for. Some
peaple simply feel compelled to strive for
ttal equality rather than selective cmpow-
crment Those idividuoals are the ones pro-
pelling diversity and unity forward for the
betterment of humankind.

On our campus. the “people downstairs™
or ethmie mmorities in the MCC™ (as we're
olten called 1V band together because we are
wilhing and able o accept and support each
ather. 1is a fuct that the average archetype
of power in America. the white, middle
class, heterosexual, Christian man is present
i mamy of the “diversity focused™ organi-
sations, Diversity has no color, ethnic back-
sround. class, orientation. religion, creed.
phyvsical or mental ability. or gender. If di-
versity was only to represent the oppressed.
down trodden it could no longer be a mis-
sion of diversity but of uniformity among
the bottom feeders of humanity.

I chalienge vou to find that kind of uni-
formity among the students who are work-
ine for soctal justice through methods of di-
versity. We celebrate diversity because we
hope for unity, not uniformity, to encom-
pass our environments and our futares. |
hope that has cleared a few things up about
the subject.

Now. what 1s it exactly that each of you
can do with vour newfound understanding
of diversity? Help encourage unity among

your friends and family. Step outside vour
comfort zone and get to know somieone new
in your classes or neighborhood. Write vour
research paper on a subject you don’tknow
everything about or can’t identify with:
learn something from it that you can incor-
porate into your knowledge base and use in
later relations.,

Stop the person that you're walking to
lunch with from writing racial or
heterosexist slurs on a poster for a campus
event; don'tlet that person helieve that vou
accept jokes and stories that use hate speech
or are aimed at hurting another population.
Even if you ve never been hurt, physically
or emotionally. by another’s 1gnorant ac
tions towards whatever it is that separates
you from the rest of the crowd. tand Fdoubt
oo many people have had a perfect co-ex
istence with peers thus far) take these ac
tions because others really need that Kind
of support. Besides. those people who need
vour assistance in combating ignorance
would do it for you and those who would
do it for you are the people vou want to be
fricnds with anyway.

Finally, I want to make sure every reader
out there understands that I'm talking to
cach any every once of you. I have heard a
few times, much to my dismay, that white
students don’t believe they have a culture
sothey can’t get involved in this movement.
That's simply not true. Each one of us has a
rich culture to look into if we pay any at-
tention to it. Culture isn't about color. As
soon as we acknowledge that our common
experience as humans can begin to form a
whole unity and richness in diversity that
makes us all important,

I have found that. curiously. America
can tahe anvthing atany given time and
turn it into a profit. In some charities,
about V04 of everything they make go
to administration costs,” paying
the people who are supposedly
volunteering their services to feed
hungry children in Third World
countries. People “claiming™
to eolfect money for victims
of Sept. T were caught be-
catise they were gathering
these tunds for themselves

they were trving to
mithe a profit from more
than 3.000 victims of a
terrorist attack. o

I'ink these are sad stories™ Tt
would depress me if T knew that 75 of
thy SO cents were going to some Enron-
like chicl who was coordinating this
“etfort” to help feed the hungry. More
depressing s that Americans have
trned tradition into revenue and neces-
sty Into an ccononic opportunity.
Beimg the thrifty English major that 1
ame. Fhave listed some of the necessity-
vone-revenue that 1 have noticed re-
centhy:

Weddings: Yeah, you never thought
that meeting the love of vour life was a
way tor others to make money. Butif
vou want to marry himvher. you better
believe that you'll be forking over (on
average) about $18.000 for a single day

which ts almost twice my current an-
nual carnings. Being a sort of partici-
pant in this specific economy, as 1 am
planning my wedding in eight months,
I'm beginning to realize just how much
money is poured into this formerly re-
ligious tradition that has turned into pre-
nuptial agreements, Vera Wang gowns,
and has given a whole new meaning to
“feeding the thousands.™

Clothing: What was once developed
to shelter our fragile bodies from the
cold s now arace to see who can clothe

Ways to make money

lieqky Weindorf

the most people in the 17-34 age range
AND carn the most money doing it
Now. I know that there are still people
out there that realize that clothing is just
clothing and not a statement or
popularity gauge. but pleasc.
Clothing labels. white adver-
tising Rulph Lauren, Nike,
American Eagle. Victona's
Secret, and so forth, could
be a gauge for clothing
quadity. but it shouldn
he a status symbol,
- »’ﬁ Jewelry and shoes: |
N suppose they also be-
fong 1 the clothing
B categorny, butit’s a
big enough issue to
discuss onits own. ' admit that Tam
i sore hypocrite in the shoe category.
however. 1 include myselt when | say
that a closet full of shoes is just plain
greedy. T complain when Iseutt a sole:
others dont make a peep when their toes
are sticking out the front end of thetr 10-
vear-old sncakers.

And. as for my jewelry, you don'tsee
me wearing a 4-pound medal around
my neck. (literally) 10 pairs of carrings
or three rings on each of my fingers.
That’s just plain stupid, walking around
like we're Christmas trees. We were
born with a body to care for others and
work hard, not to show off who's got
the best “duds.”

All right, this is a very short, biased
and clipped example. but you get the
idea. Our editonial page editor is hav-
ing a rough time, so I’ll go casy this time.
But watch for me again - by the time
you read my next editorial, you'll be on
your way to finals. Now isn’t that a
lovely thought for a hellish semester?

Weindorf’s column
appears every three weeks.

betne are a total waste of time, Pve
come to have o new appreciation for in-
dividuals who are kind and happy. Not
onhy are these people more interesting,
amque. and fun than mean people, but
they also bring me great satisfaction due
to the interaction have with them and it
only makes me want to get to know more
nice people.

H T were to tell my readers one thing, 1
would tell all of you to not let others
negatively intluence your outlook on
other people. how happy you are, or what
you believe in, Instead. spend some time
with people who respect you and treat
vou well, The sooner an individual insti-
tutes these views to his life. the sooner
he will become a happicr person.

Benacci’s column
appears every three weeks.

You know you
want to tell
us.
Write a letter
to the editor
at
behrcoll2@aol.com
Please
include your
name, major,
and semester
standing.




