Survive life on campus by becoming a

magine the following scenario: It's 2 a.m. and
your term paper is due in six short hours. Of
course, you've been to the library, but you still
have more research to do. Logging onto the
Internet, you access an online library, and find reams of
information on your topic. You read through it and with
your handy word-processing program, you type
with lightning speed. You frequently save
your work on a Zip disk, all while digi-
tally recording your favorite songs on
an MP3 player.

After taking a break to play with
your digital dog, Fido, you gét
back to work and finish just in
time to e-mail your paper to
your professor.

Sound far-fetched? Not really.
Technology has revolutionized
college life. But to make the
most of the tools at your dispos-
al, you've got to learn to use
them to your advantage. Here's
the Cliffs Notes version (o
becoming a TechnoWhiz. N

Choose
the right
computer
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necring or computer acience, chunoes are
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you should get. For averyone elee,
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choloes, here are & few things w consider;

B Operating platfiorm: The heart snd
soul of & computer is its opermting sysiem
(0S), soltware that controls & computer’s
functions and directs the processing
of its programs. For most siudeats,
the choice of operating systems coases
down to Microsofi's Windows XP or
Apple Computer’s Macinosh 08 10,1,
Both sysiems have their strengths and
weaknesses. For information on bath,
check out ZDNet's OS review section st
hitp/Awww.zdnet. uctsAiiter/
Quide/0,7267,1500110,00.htmi.

B Deskiop or laptop: Once you pick
an O8, you'll have 10 decide on cither a
laptop or a deskiop computer. Dexkiops
can be easily upgraded snd offer more
computing power for your buck. Bot they
can ke up a ot of precious desk space
and can be difficuk o Laptops,
on the other hand, are small and mobile
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~ yOu can take them 1o class, study ses-
sions or wherever you nesxd 10 work,
However, their size also makes them easy
prey for thieves. For more on the desk.
wpflaptop debate, visit the College
Confidential Web site at (hitp) www.
collageconfidential com/coliege_
life/notebooik _ desidop. htm).

~ Liz Bartolomeo and Eric Goodwin

technology for coursewor, you'll
use it even more for entertain-

ment. With video games, DVDs, MP3g,
digital photos and all the other techno-
dodads on the marker, today's sudents
have got it made. Add the fnct that
many college dorm rooens come
equipped with high-speed Intemet
access, and you may wonder how any-
one gets any work done at all. Here are
a few hints on how to fill up those study
breaks:

W MP3s: The advent of MP3s has
sllowed people o exchange music like
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Since 1ts debut In 2000,
“The Sims” has become

mermocy ranging from 64 MB (about 12
songs) 10 20 GB (about 4,000 songs).

M Video games: Anather way o blow
off steans is by playing video games. One
popular game is “Snood” (MtpHwww.
snood.com, $14.93 egistrmtion fee). A
cross between “Space Invaders” and
“Connect Four," Snood can become quite
addictive,

Sims"* (hitp: $30.95).
This fall, “The Sims™ will hit the Web with
the highly anticipsted “The Sims Online.”

never before. Two online file-sharing the best-selling computer creaie and control their own virual
services that give you sccess (o hun- geme of ell time, (2 “Sim"). Howaver, "The Sims Online”
dreds of fresh tunes are Kazaa will allow your Sim to interact with Sims

(htipAwwew kazma.com) and Audio Galaxy
(tp/vww sudiogalaxy. com). Both services are free
and offer & wide scloction of music genres for your lis-

created by other users, expanding the playing field from
your computer to the entire internel. You will even be
sbic 10 instant message other playors you encounter,

Technology tlpS to pass the time yse the ‘Net

for research

he Inermel can be a rful

research tool, but only if you know

where 10 fogk. In sddition 10 search
engines like Yahoo (htp
www.yshoo.com) and Google (Wtp:¥
WWW.g00ge.00m), sevesal reference

Of course, no PC is complete without Webmcuwpyougmmk
thcmpacllin videx game of all time, “The

pround information for slenm papers ov

class projects. Just be sure to credit any
information from your Internet searches,
mddm‘thM"hmm pav

Like the original game, users will be able o sages yerbatim — a big no-no that might

help you go from Techno Whiz «o
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diversion to a full-blown obsession. Make sure you set scarch & database ¢
limits on playing time. dozens of m 1

— Lig Bartolomeo and Eric Goodwin  potiodicals, :
nndiammcﬁw.&amd .
the site’s content partners  §
include The Wishington Post,
BusinessWoek, Newswock,
National Public Radio snd CBS's “60
Minses.” The site offers # free seven-day
trisl for first-time users. Otherwise, &
monthly subscription costs $14.95, and a
full-year subscription costs $99.95. Other

tening ploasure.

. And once you've downloaded some songs, you've got
to have a way to listen them. In addition 1o bumning your

tracks on CDs, you can transfer them 1o & potabie MP3

player. The players range in price from $95 1o $500 with

Easy credit can bring hard lessons later

tanting coliege is scary enough. But new fig- grams migm seem pricey, but they could save you &
bundle in the long run.

ures from a national polf just might terrify you.
8 With a click of a mouse button, you also can

Almost 80 percent of coliege students have

a least one credit cand. And about 10 percet have  monitor your credit card and bank account balances.

at least $7.000 in debt. These satistics, from an lngxin;’gmguhdy can help you curb your spend- digial WW
American Institue of Centified Financial Plannors ing. Re: QUEST dot Net (Mtp:4 www,
poll, show that forming solid financial habits early is B Know your limits. If it’s hard for you o be

essential. responsible, consider using anather form of plastic,

You know the basics. but understanding the rules  Check cands look like credit cards bu the money is infogi o o dooklng for hiorica
and following them are two different things. Again,  sutomatically deducted from your checking asccount. Archives and Recosds Adminisirstion
echnology can help. Here's how; The trick 10 these is heeping track of what you use Web site (hip:Awww m)

B Having wouble balancing your checkbook? the card for. Another option is prepaid cands, like: NARA offers transcripis and anysis of
Several computer programs can help you track your  those from Visa (Wtp/Avww.vissbuxx.com) or impontant documents like the Dnc{uum
expenses, including "Quicken 2002 Home and MasierCard (Mtp: /www.mastercard.comicgl- PAINGI MISRART  of ndenendence and the Emancipation
Business™ ($8) or “Microsofit Money 20027 (365). bwmclmmmm.cqnpmmx. Mom o m‘,s“ student Xu Xigiao, 21, applies Proclamaton and inctudes digital images
These programs can moniws your spending habits,  Dad puts cash on the cand, and you spend it uniil it's  for his first credit card st the University of of the documents.
reming you of upcoming bills and alens you if you gone — or more. money is added. ' Michigan whers, like other campuses, the lure w Eric Goodwin
come close to overspending your budget. These pro- - Gayle Issa  of sasy cradit is everywhers,




