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A view from the lighthouse

Much ado about nothing,
Y2K is a crock!

Okay, it is pretty evident that ev-
eryone is thinking about Y2K as the
year winds down. We really don’t
feel that there is anything to be wor-
ried about, though. Don’t fear the
changing of centuries, because it is,
afterall. just numbers. And while
some people say that is the numbers
that will destroy us, it looks doubt-
ful at this point.

Also, contrary to popular belief,
Behrend is not going to be hit with
a nuclear missile from Russia. Nor
1s the computer center going to ex-
plode when the numbers change
over. And there will be no hostile
takeover by militia groups in Dob-
bins, although maybe we should

wish for one. We have nothing to

fear.

So enjoy your New Year and be
sure o ring it in with Dick Clark’s
Rockin' New Year's Eve celebration.
He never ages, after all!

Have something to

say

Send all letters to
the editor to:

behrcoll2@aol.com

?|

I etter to the Editor:

Silencing the gavel at SGA

Dear editor:

In response to Matt Wiertel’s edi-
torial “The Hypocrisy of SGA™: 1
would like to apologize to Matt
Wiertel for a misunderstanding con-
cerning the purpose of a committee
meeting. For the record, at the Stu-
dent Government meetings, commit-
tee reports are designed to give the
council a brief overview of what went
on at the last committee meeting, and
1o inform them of what progress has
been made. If someone has a brief
question it can be answered at that
time, but it is not the time to ques-
tion the validity of the committee or
its goal.

On Wednesday, November third,
during the radio station committee
report, Mr. Wiertel raised his hand
and was recognized by the chair. He
started to ask questions about the ra-
dio station. Comments went back
and forth between Mr. Wiertel and
members of the Senate. Then dur-
ing the conversation, the gavel was
sounded and further discussion con-
cerning the radion station was ended.
At that point everyone at the meet-
ing was informed that futher discus-
sion would be held at the committee
meeting, and that anyone was wel-
come to attend.

The reason Mr. Wiertel was “‘gav-
eled” is because the President, An-
drea DiPlacido, felt the report had
changed from a report to a discus-
sion. So, to make my point, Mr.

Wiertel was not gaveled because SGA
didn’t want to hear his opinion, he was
gaveled because he presented his
opinion at the wrong time. As far as
his opinion is concerned it is always
welcome in SGA, though there are
certain times when it should be pre-
sented. At the beginning of each meet-
ing there is a space alotted for the stu-
dent forum. This is the time at which
any student may address the senate.
Also, when a topic is brought to a vote,
after the motion has been seconded,
anyone present at the meeting may
discuss it. Finally, if any student wants
to participate in the various commit-
tees that SGA has, they are welcome
to attend those as well.

Once again I would like to apolo-
gize to Mr. Wiertel for the misunder-
standing, and in the future we will try
to make the different functions of our
meeting more clear. Please don’t be
discouraged about SGA. We are here
to provide a voice for the student body
at Penn State Behrend, and we would
love to have more student involve-
ment in our meetings. I implore you,
if you have something to say to SGA
please come. Evenif you are just cu-
rious about what goes on, come to the
meetings on Wednesdays at 5:20 pm
in Reed 114.

Keenan Hansen
PR Committee Chair

Y2K Ready?

All right, we have all heard of the
million things that are suppose to hap-
pen when January 1. 2000 hits, but do
you really think some of it is going to
happen?

Personally, I don"t behieve itwill all
happen, if any of it, but that is just my
opinion, and maybe [ feel confident
that the government has prepared for
this day.

If you think about it, it is not even
the millennium anyway, there was
never a year zero, so that makes 2001
the millennium. The only ditference
between this and any other year is that
the year ends in double zeros.

One of the major concerns is elec-
tricity and if we are going to have any
after the New Year. It is belicved tha
everything will shut down after the
New Year for a period of time. but will
be up and running within a few weeks
or months. There is a big difference
between weeks and months, but hope-
fully the problem will be resolved be-
fore the New Year even hits. Thatis if
we get lucky!

If this were the case. why would so
many big cities be throwing celebra-
tions to bring in the New Year? This
is going to be the turn of the century
party, a once and a lifetime event for
many of us.

Take for example. First Night Erie.
For one, I don’t think that this celebra-
tion, which has become a tradition for
Erie, would be held if they believed

Angela Rush
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that thousands of people would be left
in the dark after a power failure. It
would be stupid on their part because
of the possible problems that could
result because of such a disaster.
Imagine the chaos! T can’t see it hap-
pening, but [ guess we will have to
wait and find out.

Electric companies have been
aware of the possible problems that
may occur, and they have invested a
jot of time and money into working
out the ghtches.

Another concern is how people will
receive heat to for their homes. This
is so they can keep warm during the
cold winter months that will be re-
maining. People who have fireplaces
and wood stoves are set in this case.

Stocking up on wood is only one
way of preparing. Another is to get a
gcnerator. Many are also concerned
about resources such as food and wa-
ter. It 1s predicted that as the New Year
approaches, stores that were once
stocked will be empty. People will be

in a panic to stock up, which is a safe
bet in case this disaster does occur. But
the suppiy will not be as great as the
demand will be. So will people really
be without the items that they need? |
don’t feel that it is likely to happen,
for thing everyone is aware that this
panic rush could potentially occur.

Another prediction that everyone is
aware of or has heard about is the
computer problems that may resuit. 1
feel this is completely ridiculous. Why
did people spend so much money on
a computer to find out that it may not
be 2000 safe, just because the com-
puter can't read the four-digit num-
ber? Why did experts just avoid the
problem by building over it, if they
knew that eventually they were going
to have to fix it? These are the ques-
tions that [ have running in my head.
Was it so they could charge us for
more software, because many people
have to buy software to protect their
computer from the Y2K problem?

Also, it is believed that bank com-
puters will read that people will owe
money to the bank - once again, as a
result of a computer program. It is be-
lieved by some that this could cause a
depression because people may start
taking their money out of banks, if
they don’t have complete faith in them
or the system.

1 would advise that you don’t plan
on flying in a plane on New Year's. |
don’t know if what they are predict-

ing is really true, but it is said that a
plane could crash because of techni-
cal problems that have not been fixed.
Airplanes that been tested over and
over and the airports feel that their
equipment is safe. There are over 473
flights scheduled for December 31,
and airports have planned to fly past
midnight, assuring that they are ready
and safe, but others believe that they
should test their systems out until at
least the 4th of January. This is to
make sure that there are no hidden
flaws in the computer programs that
run the planes that could trigger a di-
saster. Some airports are talking about
shutting down, but others are conti-
dent that they are ready for the yeas
change.

According to the report “The Eco-
nomics of Y2K and the Impact on the
United States, from 1995 to 2001™
companies have spent about $100 bil-
lion on the Year 2000 problem. That's
the equivalent of about $365 per
American. 1 only mentioned a few
problems that may possibly happen
as a result of Y2K. No one is really
sure what is going to happen when the
clock changes to 12:01 a.m. on Janu-
ary 1; all we can do is wait and see
what happens. Everyone have a good
and safe New Year!

The Voice of Reason

Y 2K hell?

Well the semester is winding down.
One more issue of the Beacon for the
year, one more SGA meeting. and one
more hour of sleep between now and
the end of finals week. Come to think
of it, the year is coming to an end now
too, and whoa, wait a sec, the millen-
nium is ending too. Unless you are
one of those people who continues to
insist that the new millennium doesn’t
start until 2001, but as taras 'm con-
cerned it starts on January 1. T won-
der what it is going to be like when
we all wake up on New Year's Day.

Try and imagine with me for a
minute. You wake up and the sunis
shining through your bedroom win-
dow. itis anice bright happy day. But
you had to be at work at 7a.m. Why
didn’t your alarm clock go off? And
why is it so damn cold in vour house?
You glance over at the clock and don't
see anything on the display. Oh, shit,
this is going to be u long duy.

You quickly jump out of bed and
throw on whatever clothes that you
have handy, and run down the hall to
your front door. The tirst thing you
see upon looking out is the burning
wreckage of a police cruiser block-
ing the road in front of your house.

Damn. what in the hell huppened last
night”? Did @ really have that much to
drink”? You run out your tront door
thinking to yourself that you have to
know what is going on.

‘Teenagers are running around the
streets in packs, tooting and vandal-
izing cverything that they see. Na-
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tional Guard troops and riot police are
stow v attempting to restore order to
the town, but the panic is so sweep-
ing that some of them are starting to
break ranks and join the looters. Hos-
pitals are running on backup genera-
tors and are being overrun with acci-
dent victims, but the backup genera-
tors will only last for so long. Stores
are heing looted for anything that
people can use to survive the panic.

And those who are not looting are
fleeing out of town, trying to escape
the violence that is now sweeping
most major cities.

With no communication between
cities, no help is going to be forth-
coming. With no power to fix the
computer systems, it is nearly impos-
sible to bring the water and electrical
grids back online, not to mention the
damage that has been done to the lines
in the ensuing chaos. Suddenly an ex-
plosion rocks the arca around you.
The fight between two people over
what little gas is left at the station es-
calated to the point when one pulled
out a gun, the spark from the bullet
ignited the gas, blowing the station
and part of the surrounding arca into
next week.

The only people who are prepared
for this chaos are those gun nut mili-
tias in the deep woods of Montana.
With their 100,000 cans of Spam and
bottled water, they'll come marching
out of the woods with enough heavy
artillery to make a third world dicta-
tor jealous and start battling the mili-
tary for control of the countryside.

Religious fanatics will take all of
these things as the sign of the coming

apocalypse and will start committing
suicide in creative ways, taking as
many innocent bystanders with them
as possible. From lighting them-
sclves on fire to strapping bombs to
their chests and walking into onc of
the few still functioning shelters these
nuts will only add to the chaos.
People run screaming around in the
streets with spleens, pancreases, and
bile raining down on their heads. Re-
ligious leaders are in their places of
worship preaching to the overflow-
ing crowds that the end is near and it
1 time to repent.

And we thought that is was going
to be a nuclear war that was going to
be the end of humanity. Who would
have thought that it was going to be
two little digits on a computer that
was going to bring an end to every-
thing we have worked to achieve?
And people were trying to say that
the new millennium doesn’t really
start until 2001, try telling that to the
people looting the house across the
street. ,

But in reality, on New Year’s Day,
I'1l be waking up with a hangover and
going on with life as usual.

Letter to the Editor:

Offering an alternative to the Lottery system

Dear editor:

Recently I have been informed of
the new system for determining hous-
ing for the Fall Semester 2000 and
let me say that I am dumbfounded.
Now I understand that Housing is try-
ing to develop a system in which ev-
eryone has an equal shot at the hous-
ing of their choice and I respect that,
but there’s just one thing that I do not
agree with.

You see | believe that people
should have to earn what they want
and a housing lottery does not accom-
plish that. 1look at it like this: if you
REALLY want to get into the apart-
ments, suites or wherever then you'll
be willing to wait in line for as long
as it takes! Even though Housing will
disagree, their lack of foresight and
organization contributed to the may-
hem of lasts year’s housing contract
submission.

I don’t like the fact that someone
who is unwilling to sacrifice some
time and just picks up their lottery

number has the same chance that |
do at the limited on campus hous-
ing. Like I said before, if you really
want a specific housing assignment
then you'll do whatever it takes.

So here is my proposal for a truly
fair housing contract submission pro-
cess. Starting at midnight of Satur-
day January 15 (which is technically
the start of Sunday January 16) stu-
dents will be allowed to begin lining
up inside the gym. (Lining up out-
side the main doors of Erie Hall be-
fore midnight will be allowed.) As
they enter the door they will be given
a number which equals their place
in line. Upon receiving that number
they will proceed into the gym and
line up in lines marked off with
ropes.

Once you are lined up, with your
number and contract in hand, the
rules are as follows: 1) You cannot
leave Erie Hall until you have sub-
mitted your contract starting Mon-

day morning 6:00am, January 17. If
you leave the building you forfeit
your number and upon contract sub-
mission that forfeited number will be
skipped over. Sounds simple and fair
to me! There are bathrooms down-
stairs, including the ones in the locker
rooms, and you bring your own food
(garbage cans provided of course).
There is also another aspect of this
new lottery system that is gravely un-
fair. Students who are currently on
campus (except those in the apart-
ments) are not at least guaranteed
their old room like in past years.
Under the new system a student who
had on campus housing could be
kicked off campus. That in itself is
unfair but there is another fact that is
getting overlooked. Some students
cannot afford to live off campus!
Take for example a student that
lives in either Perry, Niagara, or
Lawrence and does not have the
luxury of owning a car. If that stu-

dent is forced off campus he/she will
easily pay more for an off campus
apartment, spend more money on
food, have to acquire a car and pay
all the expenses that go with that
ownership. Confronted with those
circumstances the student may be un-
able to continue enrollment at Be-
hrend. That’s not very fair!

It’s really pretty simple to see what
has happened. Enough people com-
plained about last year's contract sub-
mission process and instead of ad-
mitting that mistakes were made,
Housing blamed the system and the
students. Therefore they proceeded
to replace a system that only needed
to tighten some screws, with a sys-
tem that will cause a lot of frustra-
tion for a lot of students.

Michael Rigoni
03, BUS



