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WASHINGTON - Six years after the
flames died out in Waco, the deadly
Branch Davidian standoff has reig-
nited passions in Congress, placed
Attorney General Janet Reno under
new scrutiny and raised serious ques-
tions about the federal government's
credibility.

At least three congressional com-
mittees are taking another look at the
51-day siege. lawmakers are demand-
ingReno's resignation and the Justice
Department is bowing to pressure for
an independent investigation. All this
after the FBI reversed years of deni-
als and acknowledged last week that
federal agents tossed incendiary de-
vices into the compound in Waco,
Texas, the day of the deadly fire.

"If the Attorney General cannot
manage to find and tell the truth about
a matter was important as the Waco
incident, she should step aside and
give someone else a chance," Sen.
Phil Gramm, R-Texas, said Wednes-
day, adding his voice to the chorus of
lawmakers demandingReno's ouster.

Justice Department officials said
Wednesday that Reno, swayed by
White House officials and FBI Direc-
tor Louis Frech, is close to appoint-
ing an independent investigator to
examine the FBl's use of incendiary
tear gas canisters at the deadly 1993
assault. Among the nearly 80 bodies
recovered from the compound were
those of cult leader David Koresh and
20 children.

Reno's decision on an outside in-
vestigator is not yet final, officials at
the department said, and an announce-
ment is unlikely before Friday.

At hearings in 1993 and again in
1995,Reno and other Justice officials
stressed that all forMs oftear gas used
against the religious sect were not in-
cendiary. Reno testified in 1993 that
she "wanted and received assurances
that the gas and its means ofuse were
not pyrotechnic."

But Reno last week acknowledged
that she was "troubled" by the latest
admissions, which came from a
former assistant deputy FBI director
with knowledge of what the FBI did
that day, and she ordered an investi-
gation.

"I am very, very upset,"' Reno said
of the new information. "I don't think
it's very good for my credibility.
That's the reason I'm goingto pursue
it until I get to the truth."

The FBI now admits it used M-65 I
tear gas canisters in the assault. Weap-
ons experts say the canisters burn for
about 30 seconds as they release gas.
Reno and the FBI have said agents
lobbed the devices at a concrete bun-
ker 40 yards from the Davidians'
compound hours before the wooden
building was engulfed in flames.

The move to end the siege by
storming Mount Carmel has long
been the focus ofcriticism from Re-
publicans on Capitol Hill and from
antigovernment groups nationwide.
Lawmakers, including House Gov-
ernment Reform Committee Chair-
man Dan Burton, R-Ind., have ac-
cused Justice officials of "sitting on
this evidence for six years, all the
while maintaining that it didn't exist."

"I think Janet Reno owes us an ex-
planation," said Rep. Kay Granger, R-

The three congressional commit-
tees looking into oversight hearings

are the House Judiciary Committee,
the House Government Reform Com-
mittee and the Senate Judiciary Com-

The Reform Committee has subpoe-
naed the Texas Rangers, who are com-
piling a report on what evidence they
hold pertaining to the compound. It
also has subpoenaed the assistant U.S.
attorney in Waco for "all information
relating to the use of pyrotechnic CS
tear gas used in the Waco standoff,"
according to a spokesman for the
panel.

Burton, whose committee is ex-
pected to hold hearings in the fall, said
the panel was also issuing subpoenas
to the White House, the FBI and the
CIA to evaluate their involvement.

The panel also will probe any con-
nections between the Pentagon and the
raid. Investigators want additional in-
formation on training sessions ATF
agents requested and received from
U.S. Special Forces soldiers.

Neither the House or Senate judi-
ciary committee has said when it will
hold hearings, but it's believed they
will schedule them soon.

Senate Judiciary Committee Chair-
man Orrin Hatch, R- Utah, said he, too,
is starting an inquiry. Reno and other
leaders at Justice, he said, don't "have
much credibility at this particular
point."

The House Judiciary Committee is
expected to provide the most fire-
works. It is made up of some of the
most partisan members ofCongress on
both sides of the aisle. The committee
was the scene of heated exchanges
among lawmakers when it considered
impeachment proceedings against
President Clinton.

The politically charged tenor of
the renewed Waco debate has even
reminded one Republican, Rep.
Henry Hyde, R- 111., chairman of
House Judiciary, of the confronta-
tional hearings of 1995. He said this
week that he would support consoli-
dating the three panels into one in-
vestigative body, a move that might
rile ranking GOP members on the
other committees.

Not every Republican believes
congressional probes are necessary.
Rep. Joe Barton, R-Texas, who has
differed on numerous occasions with
the Clinton White House, said he is
not sure what purpose the hearings
would serve.

"I'm not real certain what bring-
ing it hack up accomplishes," said
Barton, whose district does not in-
clude Waco. "I think you should al-
ways know the truth and federal of-
ficials should always he accountable
for their actions, but other than put-
ting in place procedures to prevent
it from happening again I'm not sure
what else we can do."

Moreover, Reno is in a dispute
with the Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety, which oversees the Texas
Rangers, over evidence from the
standoff. A federal judge ruled last
month that he would take control of
the 24,000 pounds of evidence after
the Texas agency complained that
public access to the information was
limited.

A I 9-page motion filed Tuesday
by Justice Department lawyers con-
tends that U.S. District Judge Walter
Smith has no legal basis for his or-
der demanding custody of all docu-
ments and other evidence.

ESPN still growing after 20 years
by Cecil Conley

Knight-Ridder Newspapers

Chris Berman could have left
ESPN in 1986. He was in the running
for the sports anchor job at KGO
(Channel 7) and also had talked with
then-Giants owner Bob Lurie about
replacing Hank Greenwald as the ra-
dio voice of the team.

everyone.'.
"They laughed at us -- 24 hours a

day sports? Now if you don't have
five stations where you have a choice
to watch something of sports 24
hours a day, you feel inadequate."

The jobat KGO offered much more
money than Berman was making at

the time. And calling games for the
Giants, his favorite major-league
baseball team, had been a lifelong
dream. Berman says while both jobs
were appealing, he opted to stay at

ESPN because he believed the sports
cable network was on the verge of
something big.

And he was right.
When ESPN landed the rights to

Sunday night NFL games in 1987,
Berman said he knew forthe first time
that the network was goingto survive
one way or another.

"I gave a one-minute speech lead-
ing into our first preseason game
(Chicago at Miami) and gave a little
thank you to all our fans -- 'This is as
much for you as it for us. You've
helped us get to this point,— Berman
recalled. "As I spun in my chair and
threw (the telecast) to Mike Patrick
and company down at Joe Robbie
Stadium (now Pro Player Stadium), I
knew we were here for good.

"I knew at that point we wereready
for lift-off."

nament in 1980that first gave the net-

work legitimacy
kids from lowa yelled at us, "Hey,
ESPN!' That had never, ever hap-
pened," Lee recalled. "It's no acci-
dent that our network and the tour-
nament both took offduring the 'Bos.
They both happenedtogether. It was

Before that, ESPN televised oddball
sports such as darts and go-kart races
because it didn't have anything else.
After ESPN made its debut on Sept.

"In sports in particular, ESPN was the booster rocket
for sports on every day, games on every night and
sports information on all day and certainly all night.
It has exploded sports and its availability to every-
one.

-Chris Berman, ESPN sports'
broadcaster

With the appetite of viewers in
mind, ESPN has continued to ex-
pand. There are now six cable chan-
nels in the ESPN empire along with
a radio network, Web site, magazine
and even a chain of restaurants.
ESPN debuts two new channels on
Tuesday -- the pay-per-view ESPN
Extra and ESPN Now, a viewer's
guide to sporting events on all net-
works.

7, 1979, with its first "SportsCenter"
show, it televised its first live event --

a game between the Kentucky Bour-
bons and Milwaukee Schlitzes in the
Professional Slo-Pitch Softball World
Series.

the exact same curve."

ESPN actually blasted off as the
first all-sports cable network 20 years
ago on Tuesday and will celebrate
with a three-hour special at 4 p.m.
Berman, who hosts the show, admits
he still is somewhat surprised that
ESPN has become a household acro-
nym.

Dick Vitale has been part of
ESPN's college basketball team
from the start. "To see the growth
of ESPN by the type of response
when we arrive at an arena, the way
they roll out the red carpet, the way
they treat us. It has been unbeliev-
able," he said. "I am a little biased,
but I really see the growth of col-
lege basketball, the way it has ex-
ploded over the last 20 years, be-
cause of what started by having
ESPN in '79."

Berman, who joined ESPN in Oc-
tober 1979, recalled being assigned to
do play-by-play for a darts tourna-
ment.

When asked whether it's possible
that ESPN will one day become too
much of a good thing, Berman said
there's cause for concern despite the
network's popularity.

"We are one ofthe best things that
ever happened to college basketball,
and I hope we're not one of the worst.
In that sport in particular, maybe
there's a little too much on too often
and maybe the games don't seem as
special anymore," Berman said., "I
don't think we haveendangered it yet,
but we've pushed the limit. I think
we'll know from the viewers, as we
always have, when enough is enough.
I think we're at the bursting point, but
I also thought that eightyears ago."

"Most ofthe guys were Irish or Brit-
ish, and I actually saw guys' hands
shaking. They couldn't get their prac-
tice throws in," Berman said. "They
took a couple of belts of something
dark, like Wild Turkey. It was 9
o'clock in the morning and they were
already having a few pops. Then all
of the sudden, boom, boom, boom.
Their hands were like steel."

It was a humbling beginning for
Berman, who was 24 at the time. "You
tell people you work for ESPN and
you tell them it's a cable station, and
people didn't know what cable televi-
sion was, let alone us," he said.
"People would say, "ESPN? Oh yeah,
the Spanish station."'

ESPN anchor Bob Ley said fans
began to recognize the cable network
in 1980, when it televised 23 games
in the NCAA Tournament.

"We were at the Final Four and three

"If you think back to 1979 and
1980, sports on TV was just what the
networks allowed you to see on the
weekends. Think of what TV was.
Everybody had antennas. What was
cable TV'?" he said. "In sports in par-
ticular, ESPN was the booster rocket
for sports on every day, games on ev-
ery night and sports information on
all day and certainly all night. It has
exploded sports and its availability to

"Prior to having ESPN in 1979,
the only games we would ever get
on television were North Carolina,
Kentucky or an Indiana on the net-
works -- the major programs. Now
every conference and every school
that plays Division I, if they have
any kind of program, are going to
get national TV exposure."

That translates to 76 million
homes. When ESPN launched in
1979, it only had 1.4 million sub-

scribers.
"If you consider 10 years ago at

our 10th anniversary, we were only
one network," Ley said. "Who knew
10 years ago we would he what we
are today?"

While Berman said he knew ESPN
was here to stay when it added NFL
telecasts in 1987, it was ESPN's cov-
erage of the NCAA basketball tour-

Washington post/ABC
news poll: issues 2000

The Washington Post

How important will each of the fol-
lowing he to you in deciding how to
vote in the next presidential election
in the year 2000: very important,
somewhat important, important, not
too important or not important at all?
(Shown: Percentage who said "very
important...) , Improving education
and the schools, 79 percent, Handling
the national economy, 74 percent ,
Managing the federal budget, 74 per-
cent Handling crime, 71 percent
,Protecting the Social Security sys-
tem, 68 percent Encouraging high
moral standards & values, 67 percent
Protecting patients' rights in the
health care system, 65 percent Pro-
tecting the Medicare system, 64 per-
cent, Protecting the environment. 62
percent, Upholding the dignity ofthe
presidency, 62 percent. Helping the
middle class, 61 percent, Handling
the issue of gun control, 56 percent ,

Handling foreign affairs, 54 percent
Cutting taxes, 44 percent, Reforming
election campaign finance laws, 30

ABC News poll is based on ran-
dom telephone interviews with
1,526adults between Aug. 30 and

Sept. 2. The overall margin of er-

Managing the
Federal Budget,
74 percent

Handling crimes,
71 percent

ror is plus or minus 3 percentage
points. Sampling error is, however,
only one source of error in this or
any other public opinion poll. In-
terviewing Was conducted by TNS
Intersearch of Horsham, Pa.

percent
The latest Washington ,Post and
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Remnants of
Dennis continue t
cause problems

by Steve Stone
Knight-Ridder Newspapers

ger flow ahead of a cold from," said
Bruce Terry, a senior forecaster at the
National Hydrometeorological Pre-
diction Center in Camp Springs. Md.

Dennis ambled through North
Carolina over the weekend, passing
into Virginia on Monday.

Overnight, it passed north of
Greensboro, N.C. By sunrise, it was
near Martinsville, Va. Though its
sustained winds were down to a
meager l 5 mph. it was still able to

muster an occasional hurricane-

NORFOLK, Va. - If a region could
grumble, Hampton Roads would shout
at Dennis: "Enough already!"

The storm formerly known as Den-
nis lost its star billing as a tropical sys-
tem Monday, hut still struck a nasty
note, pouring up to 10 inches of rain
on interior Virginia. And, after giving
Hampton Roads a break on Sunday, its
wide mantle ofclouds again swept over
the area, stealing the holiday sun just
as Virginia Beach reopened the water
to swimming and surfing.

In Hampton. hundreds of people
whose apartments were wrecked when
a tornado spun off by Dennis hit on
Saturday. were still seeking answers on
what to do Monday.

Some aid may come from Washing-
ton. "I have declared a major disaster
in the commonwealth of Virginia,"
President Clinton announced Monday,
"to help the state and local recovery
efforts." His announcement, making
tornado victims eligible for federal as-
sistance, came during a speech in Nor-
folk.

strength burst.
At 7:44 a.m., a 75-mph gust

whipped along Interstate 40 in Castle
Hayne, N.C., north of Wilmington.
It moved a railroad car down some
tracks a short distance.

"Its good side is, we are getting
some much-needed rainiall here,"
said Kim Perez, a meteorologist at

The Weather Channel in Atlanta.
Dennis has been a potent rain ma-

chine, and shows no sign of drying
out. Flash-flood watches were
posted as far north as Connecticut.

The National Hurricane Center in
Miami is tracking several systems in
the Atlantic Basin:

The tornado, which caused an esti-
mated $7.2 million in damage,remains
the priinary impact of Dennis on the

-At 5 p.m., Tropical Depression 7
was just inland, about 35 miles east

of Ciudad Victoria, Mexico. It was
drifting west--northwest with maxi-
mum sustained winds near 35 mph.

-A westward-moving tropical
wave was about midway between
Africa and the Lesser Antilles. It
became a little better organized
Monday and "has some potential for
further development over the next
day or two," specialist Miles

"We haven't had any major flood-
ing," Janet L. Clements, a spokes-
woman for the Virginia Department of
Emergency Services in Richmond, said
Monday.

While Clinton declared the entire
state a disaster area, "people who are
outside of Hampton aren't really eli-
gible to apply" for aid, Clements said.
"But it should he a big help for those
people who don't have a place to stay."

Tornado victims can begin applying
this morning for help with:
-Temporary housing.

"I have de-
clared a major
disaster in the
commonwealth
of Virginia."

-President Clinton

-Obtaining low-interest loans to cover
uninsured losses, both for individuals
and businesses.
-Obtaining federal grants for home re-
pairs and other disaster-related needs.

Federal Emergency Management
Agency personnel, who arrived from
Philadelphia Monday night, will work
with state officials.

FEMA offers a "Teleregistration
Line" to handle requests for assistance.
To apply, call toll free: I-SOO-462-9029
(ITY: 1-800-462-7585) and register.

The remnants of Dennis were just
southwest of Charlottesville, Va. at 7
p.m. Monday, moving north-northeast
at 12 mph. with maximum sustained
winds of only 10 mph.

"Further acceleration ... is expected

Lawrence said
-Another tropical wave was mov-

ing west through the Lesser Antilles,
hut conditions are unfavorable for it
to develop into a tropical storm.

as Dennis gets caught up in some stron-


