g,

3

by

~~#s —-or if the senator remains in his present .
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-"=, born friendship for California was'not for
-4 <the sake of her people, but because of the

W tuch I believe. 'Now sit, T tell you -

- Yam prepared to meet him on that foot-

. tised.

« gunrded day inand day out

- guard | cries of sorder,’ “order.”

* stood by

- 'THRE; OALIFORI\T\;A QUESTION.
~~An Exciting Passage  between Gol.

Benton ‘and Foote.”

- W asinuron, March 26.

SeNATE.—Mr. Clements presonted a
petition from cilizens of Alabama, pray-
ing that the-blessings of slavery may be

extended to every state in the Union.
Mr Foote moved that the bill organi-
" sing Territarial Governments of Utah and
New Mexico, be taken up for the pur-
pose of making it the spedal order foran
early day. : L
A fiilist exciting passage between Foote
_andf¥¥enion ensued,

" Mr."Benton as the fri

end of California,
gave notice to.those who desired her ad-
mission, that they must now stand by. ber.
California was entitled to the considera-
tion of the Senate, and her right was not
to be postponed. Her bill was first re-
ported, and as her friend, he gave notic
that from this time, hericeforth, he inten-
ded to have the subject pressed and ur-

. god upon the Senate until definitely acted
upen. He objected to give tha terriio=
rial bi!l precedence.

The state was entitled to the prece-
dence in every aspect of the right to act
independently upon the coast of the Pa-
cific. .She is not able to borrow a dollar
to carry on your government, because of
her anomalous.position. Six hundred
thousand dollars of her money had been
talen from her, while nothing affording
her protection or augmenting her pros-
pernty and resources, had been given her.
The People had ‘been, were, and would
be, suffering from want of profection, un-
til the Senate should. decide -whether she
shall be longer postponed. . As i ‘friend
of the admission of California; “he would
not cease to struggle for that object. 7,

. Mr. Foote replicd with much warmth,
indulging in a personal aitack upon Mr.
Benton’s course—~impugring the motives
of his action, and intimating that his new

presence Here of-her-senators, whdsc ad~
mission (o back hitm up and su'stain him ..
in the Senate he was looking for with the
most feverish anxiety. He also conten-

ded that the California question had _no__|
. precedence, by right,

: About the admis-
sion of the new state there was no doubt
whatever—while the tevritorial bill, it
was known, would give rise to much dis:
cussion. In this state of things, he con-
sidered it highly proper that the latter
bill should be taken up. His motian was
not hostile to the admission of California,
although he admitted that he did net
want that measure adopted until certain
other questions shall have, been settled.
The air and manner of the senator from
Missouri was a slander upon the Senate, -
ji the insinuation that he alone was the
friefid of California. Whatdid he mean

by the friends of California?

Mr. Benton—Mr. President, I mean
by frieuds of California, those who were
in tavor of her relief~heraflmission
without remanding her back t03the terri-
torial condition, or dissolving the union
on account of her admission. Now, sir,
I think I am undeistood. I believe this
is the American Senate. I believe by
the laws of tiie Senate, and the rules of
,decorum, personalities, aspersions, and
attacks upon motives are:forbidden. This-

what'l know: I know that -the attacks
which have been made upofi my motives
to-day, and heretofore, in. this cbamber,
are false and cowardly. That is what I
Lnow, sir, (excitement )

-Mr. Foote, after some remarks for the
purpose of showing that the objection by
the Pater Senatus to personalities was
entirely inconsistent with his own course
and example, replied to the charge of
cowardice ag follows :—I am not much in
the habit of dealing, n personalities, and
never have insinuated that the senator
was cowardly. I never make allegations
that I cannot prove. I feel bound now
tosay,that when the senator dares, in
his place or elsewhere, to remove certain
stains which cling. to his escutcheon,
about which I know the history as well as
any man in Christendom, allusions which
ought to cause his cheek to be suffused
with the color of the deep blush of shame

attitude without that special discredit with
which he knowsI am famihar, and whick
that paling cheek—~that blushing counte-
nance--acknowledges, as well as the ter-
rific fear which he knows 1 have witnes-
sed: Whenever he comes out (ranklly
and boldly, instead of shielding himself
Behind his established cownrdice—wheén-
ever he 1s prepared to hold himselfamen-
able to the laws which govern geatlémen,

ing.
Mr Bénton—I pronounce it cowardly
to give insults where they-cannot be chas.

Mr. Foote rose—Loud calls of +-order.”
~ Mr. Beuton—Is a Senator to be black-
?

Mr. Foote (in his seat)—He is a blagk-
.. Mr. Benton (resuming)—Is langunge ~
to be used here which could not be used
in an oyster cellar, grocery or tavern ?

Mr. Foote called to order.

The Vice President—The senator is
called to order. ks

Mr. Benton (continuing) are such

Jhings to dgo on? Bir, it is time to stop
the,and 1f persons use such language
here, in h ‘place where a cudgel cannot
Jbe applied to them—he voics of public
indignation, must be brought to bear upon
them, uatil- public sentiment can make
them behave with the manners which are
due to the Senate,

The Vice Pregiden

“to order, i ST

* Mr. Benton—Well, sir, let the :words -

objected to'be taken down- in “writing in*

Laceordancé with,therale, . " 77"
.++ After some further-colloquy, Mr. Foote
paid, if the dot was not thrown- open to_ -
,h,ixzx by Mz, Benton, he cotild not proceed
farther: B c:iggr%gtéq.;yqygever.:}bm he
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