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NEMARKS OF MR, PENNIMAN,
OF PHILADELPHIA COUSTY,
In the Senate, on the provieo toa bill repealing
the retrospective aperation of the Aot passed

at the session of 1842, “Abolishing Imprison-
ment for Debt,"

Mr. Speaker—1 may not be very well quali-
fied to discuss the merite of this bill, for ite de-
tails belong peeulinrly to the lawyers npon this
floor ; but there are certain genernl principles
conneeted with it which nll ean understand, If
the proviso is retained in the bill, the act of
1242, abolishing imprisonment for debt, will be
repealed so fir as relates to debits eontracted be-
fore the passage of that aet.  This is the sim-
ploquestion.  The poliey of our laws shonld

“dindiless be to afford creditors ample means to
collect their debiss but, sir, we should remem-
ber that debtors have rights e well as creditors |
that there is 4 point where theie rights cense,
and the rights of debtors commence.  Itis im-
possible to enact a law which eannot be avoided
"y theorufty and cnnning, and Seaatara should
recolleet that uniler the old lnw frauds were

practiced continuully—fictitious assignments |

were maode daily. A large number of these
persons who nvailed themseives of the insolvent
laws, withiheld property whieh bilonged to hon-
estereditors,  Llow was this to be uvorded !

Thie law ahalishing imprisonmont for debt, |

am consoins regnires amendment : nor 18 this

a very reminrkable cirenmstapee. An act whieh
clianges the whale poliey of remedies enlore-
ing contracts, must necessarily be imperfict,
Decistons must be made by the Courts, and
different opinions will be entertained wpon the
gmne subject by the several énurts § time mnst

herefore be had to test those opinions before |

the highest jodicial tribuml, Yoo will reeol-
lect, sir, that it wneon my mation the whale

subject wasteferred 1o the Judiciary Commit- |

foe in order that it might be revised and its
wrras eomredted,
The Sonntar from Brie, (Mr, Babbitt,) has

wery ‘prh;ﬂ'rl_v said the question as now present- | g
ol is m vy Giffranst omve from that which was | \0 pay them, which he denominatee a very “im.

presented at the time the act of 1542 was pass- |
ed.

I fulle in that sentiment. The |
wrong, i’ any hes been committed, 1o repral
ita retrospective effect now, will be adding in-
jury to misforture, 1o place some unfortunste
debitor again in The power of'a creditor to in-
carcerste his hody within the gloomy walls of |
a prison.  Why should we restore a law which |
places any man's personal feesdoms in the pow-
er of his %lluw man ! His delts cannat be has
paid, and the present laws afford ample reme-

cononr

dy agninst any crednoy who has  properis,
Wiy go farther than this AWy recade from
the enlightend position taken by the Legisla.
tareof 1=42 1 Why restore this last relic of
a varbaroug nge ! Che Sepator from the oty
[Mr. Crabb] informed the Senate that he arese
from a sack bed and went o the “n\lrc, ol
which he wag a member, to vole againgt the
passage of the bill of 1542, He tolt himseli he
said, constrained to this eourse, bhecause he was

so well satisfiod of its wmjurious effects. 1 free- |
ly admit thut the Senator will danothing which
his judgment and conscience does not approve, |
But, sir, Ido not envy the Seanter his feel.
inge in riging from n “sick bed™ o east his vote
against n bill which was to apen the prison
kouse to the unfortonate, and restore to fami. |

lies, hushands and fnthers—a bill which waesto
close up the dungeon's eell ngainst the poor
man. Nor shall [ envy the Senator his feel-
ings ina more suleinn hour, whieh will surely
come, the reflections which will eross his mind
The
whiel it will affind, may be sufficient to corry
hitn thronel that dreadil scene ; Lot | had ra- |

in consequence of that act, eonsalalion

ther ook 1o deeds of phulanthrophy and benevo-
lenee, to the ameloration of haman  suffering,
1o sn=tain and them. The Seuntor
pays the pussage of theact was received wath

support
]

one universal burst of indigiution by the peo-
ple, nnd that he has feen but twa or three cons
stituents, sinee ils passage, who approved it
My constituents hive in close proxianty with
those of the Senator from the city, and my ob-
servation lins heen the very reverse of that
which he has stated. I would much rather -
dopt the sentiment expressed by the Senator
fromn Lunenster, [ Mr. Chamipneys,] that the pas-
sage of that act was hailed with shouts of ex-
ultation, Certainly it was by the benevolent
and the philanthrophic.  Awong my own con-
stituents [ have heard some complaints against
the law of 1842; but so far as I have had per.
gonal intercourse, | have experienced but Jittle
difficulty in satis/ying most of themn of its utility.
The act was passed st an unfortunate pericg
The business of the country Was paryiyzed—
the eurrency in inexplicable co)rugion—Ilabor
found but litle employinery, and industry but a
gcanty reward. The whole ecommunity was
embarrassed ; ymall dealers found it difficalt to
eollect their debts, and this was the experience
of every man ; it was therefore easy to attribute
the cause to the passage of that aet. There
weuld, notwithstending, have been sz much

0 25

| properity, they ought not to have the privilege

| —and lewves the prison in a state of great des-

| bill was ponding before the Senate in 1842, |

! some passages from the report slready referrod
{ 10, which will present the subject in a tnuch

f
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difficulty in eollecting debts withont the law
08 with it.  This scems to be the common
sense of the ease,  The power to imprison a
man does not necessarily imply a positive pow-
er to colloet a deht.  The distress and misery
of the people will be prolonged by giving iron
hearted creditors power of inflicting tortare on
their fellow men.  But this will not pay debis;
not reflect very great honar upon the communi-
ty.

1
|

Mr. Speaker, T desire to place this question
hefore the Sennte in its trae position.  Tdeny
the right of this Government to imprigon its
citizens, unless they commit erimes. Fraudu-
lent insolveney should be severely punished,
because deception is prictised—a filse teputs.
tion is mnde, and property which belong 1o o
thers, withheld.  Dut stall honest insolvency
, share no better fute T Shall the thousand casu.
In1ilios which men are liable to—events over
| which they have no coutrol, subject them tothe

same puishment as the man who makesa fraud-
(vlent assignment ! Certainly not. 1 know
| that imprisonment for debt has been tolerated

i all the States of this Union for a long sories
I of years ; bot 1 know too that the genins of the
| nge revolts at the horrible practice, humanity

weeps over ity eivilization and Christinnity re.
 monstrate against at, and plead for its abandon-
| mente Formarly the fire and the faggot were
used ag instruments of torture by Governments,
but that day is past.  We look back npon those
Laete of ernelty, as belonging ton past age.  As
| eivilization progresses, Governments find that
torturing their citizens is not the best way to
wovern them.  Christianity, which spreads lier
benign influence around and about us, cries a-
towd against snch barbarity, The Senator from
Washington [ Mr. Craig] has given the most ex-
tranrdinary reason why imprisonment for debt
should be econtinned,  He says Washington
connty containg two colleges, where a large
number of young men are brought together
from ull parts of the country, for the purpose of
| edueation. These young men get in debt to
sundry good people in Washington, and refuse

|
|

moral practice,”” therefore it is necessary to
imprison them in order that they may be tanght
“morality.” These young gentleman should
certninly pay their debts; butif the people of
Washington hold out inducements for them
ta eome there and then trust them with their

of imprisoning them upon the principle of’ “mo-
rality.” There can be but little morality in
this, I'hold in my hand the 24 Vol. House
Jonrnal, 1832-3, in which 1 find a very inter-
esting repart on the eondition of the debtar's
spirtment of the Arch street Prison, in the city
and county of Philadelphia.  The revort was
drawn by Mr. Gibbans, who represented in part
the eonnty of Philadelphin, and 1 repret thet

|

a noble system !  How high the aspirations of
those who advoeate this menstrons doctrine. |
Imprisoning a man for two cents!! Patriot-
ism weeps over the degeneracy of the tlimes
which sustuing such iniquity, and philanthropy
veils her face and retires from the field in de-
epair. A human body containing an immortal
spirit, to be imprisoned for two cents !t Who
could believe it?  Yet the records of the Le-
gislature establish the fact. It is no excuse for
this system to say that these things seldom or
ever happen.  Aslong as power exists, bad men
will be found to exercise nnd abuse it,

Let me now turn the attention of the Seante |
to another ¢lags of cases—to debts unler forty
shillings, or 85 33}, The same report enys:
“from the st December, 1520, until the 1st of
December, 1530, the imprisonments for debts |
under &5 334, in the jul of the eity and coun-
ty of Philadelphin, being without stay of exe-
cution, wereas lollows:  Number of cases, four
hundred and thirly two ; tetal nomber of days
in eonfinement, three thovsand three hinndred
nnd twenty-twa; total smount of debts, S118S.
13 costs imposed on the above cases 8531 52,
OF these, 3064 eazes were discharged by various
processes without satisfying the creditors. It
appears then that the payinent of the sums doe
is defeated by the rigorons enforcoment of the
ultimate process for recovery.  Of the four
hoandred  and thirty-two enser, but sixty eight
ever paid the creditors a cent, and the total a.
mount altogether pad, was the small som of
K160 G8-—alter the prisoners wha paid, lind
suffered two hondred and fonrtesn days of eon .
finement in dlencss,™

Here is a picture which
presents the details of the system in its troe
hight. Foor hundred and thirty two persons
imprisoned in one yeari for sums less than
forty shillings, or an average of 83 11 each
suit.  All this is done to collect money ; yet |
find by the record itself, but K160 65 of the
S1.4%8 18 was ever collected.  Nor is this all,
the report suys from *the following statement
presented in a memorial to the Legislature of
Pennsylvania, in 1530, exhibits the number of
persons imprisoned in the debtor’s apartment in
the eity and county of Philadelphia, with the
amount of debt, and how they were dischiarged,
from November lat, 1850, inclusive.

After this statement is read, I hopa we shiall
hear no more about unprisonment for debt be.
ing a fiction.  The table which I shall now
rend, puts that question at rest forever,

I have notthe pleasure of hig acquaintance. He
#avs, “he, whose mizery induces him Yo contract |
modebt of w few eents, has no appenl or stay of |
execution—is dingeed from his work without
time or epportunity to advise his family of his
confinement—he is prevented from obinining
the means of discharzing his debts by his labor

titution, and with his moral feclings more de-
praved than when be entered,™  In the lan-
gupge of an intelligent prisoner, the juil, ng
now organized, is o “direct manwfactory for
rogues,”  llere is a voice from the debtorsas
partment, and it speaks trampet tongued 8 “di-
recl manufuctory for rogues,” sud not a tem-
ple were morality is taught,  Some Senators
assert that but few or no persons were inprison-
ed nuder the old law,  This, sir, | question.
The cold hund of tyranny is never satisfied so
long as it has power o exerciee.  Wiile the

received a letter from the prisoners confined 1o
the debtors’ spartment of the county prisom, urg-
ing me to vate tor the bill, whieh | did most
cheerfully,  This letter, if 1recolleet right,
was signed by 30 or forty persons.

In order to pluce bevond dispute the fact that

a large number of persons were annually im.
prisoned under the old law, 1 beg leave to read
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»Nine hundred and forty-five of those cises
of imprisopnment for debis voder ten dollars, are
known to be among the poor § and of those un-
ly one hundred and forty three were enabled L
effect their liboration, on payment of do'iis and
cosis, after suflering the pun, punis'ment, dis- !
grace, und demoralizing effects of (dleness and |
imprisonment,” i

|

Thus we see that in (hree years, thres thous- |
and and one persyns have been imprisoned for |
debt.  What g yast smount of nisery :md]
wrotehied yess this must have produced ! 1s |

stronger light than sny thing 1 ean say.

“rom an alistiact of cases of im=rivon, nent
on executions for debts wnder e e doligr, taken
from the prison recorda of the gebrors depart
ment, in the eity and coutyty of Philadelphia,
between the Yst of Muy and the 241h of Sep-
tember, 1830, it ,ppears that the tolal amount
of debts, in Torty such cases, was $23 463, up-
on which the costs were §70 20—making a
to'al of debts and costs §03 604. Among these
were debts of 2, 19, 25 and 374 cents ! Buch
persons are generally brought to prison in &
state of great destitution and misery—in rags
and wretchednesa.”  Yes, sir, the whole sys-
tem is one of “rags and wretchedness,” of mis-
ery and woe. The whole systein is founded on
injustice, and is at war with the alienable rights
of man, ilere iss system which imprisons
men for & less sam than one dollar, snd in five
monthe forty such caser cccurred in 1630. What

i there to be no end to human suflering ?

In the |
progress of eivilization ig not the condition ol |
man to be bettered ¥ Iy not the light which
christianity sheds sronnd us suflicient to break

the iron spell of ignorance and despotisn
there a Senator upon the floor whose hesrt docs
notswell big with indignation, at the continu-
ance of this nefarious traffic? Three thousand
buman beings—citizens of this glorious old
Commonwualth, sent to prison because they
were poor and unable to pay their debts. Shame!
shame !'! on Pennsylvania, if ehe desires to re-
vive this system. Agsin “until there wos no
arrangement for a hospital in the debtors apart-
ment—there are no attendants for the sick—no
medicine in the keeper's hands for immediate
relief—no additional nourishment, when the
patient becomes convalescent—no bedding—
nor supplies of clothing, or for washing—for
comfort or cleanliness, beyond the seanty pro-

"have u battathon muster in Pineville.

h‘

a. Saturday, May 18, 1844,

one five cont loafot bread daily, from the ecnn.
ty,and have each the wee of two blankets, some
of which are not of sufficient length, It is the
des'gn that the loaf of bread should weigh ane

and a halt ponnds—but it is often deficient |

they do not bake it in the debtors apirtment,
but buy five cent kenves of wheat bread from
the bakers. The pooter Jebtors hiave nothing,
By Lo, by broad and water, and the blankets
—a room and fire.  "Those in good cireamstan-
ces,or who have friends, nre gipplied with the
necessaries of lite, with beds and others, whom

| they employ in varions other menial offices

The most decent generally mess wogether, and
the poorest get the remnants 3 these last sleep
npon the floors, and pick up what they can find
about the prison,

The prisoners eonk and wash tor themeelyes
or for one another,  When they are extremely
wretched and filthy, some mie to assist iu en-
foreing cleanliness, persounl and by alothme,
may he proper, shonld the present liws for im-
prisonment be eontinned *—=Sir, who con read
these disgusting detuils withoat revolting at
such monstrous ermelty.  In whatagedo we hve,
or country inhabit, that human misery finds no
symputhy !

We read of the horrors of the slave ship—
the mildle passnge—the unfortunate vietims
erowided together o the hold of the ghip—the
ery of despair mecomding o high heaven—the
stench—the agony —the denth stenggle. Yo
all this does not excend the condition of every
debtors’ apaitwent i every connty inthe Com-
monwealth,

| have na pationes to disenss the suhjret,

It

it 1= the last vote | over enst, that vote =Hall he |

recordad apams reviving imprisanment fin debt
Sirgaf the vote nlrondy tnken did pot plasaly in-
dicute the foehings of the Seonte, T would a1
Tenpt oo appenl o the better feehings of our
nture. I woold sttempt 1o arouse that sense of
Justice in belalt of suftering hunanity which
fird< an ubibing place i nlmost every lieart,
Look, m a single cise, at the silent thongh
eertamn execution of the law.  Judgement 1=
obtained agnnst o debtor, execution 18 issied
and the officer mukes his appesrance in the
mudet of a Gmily.  The real estate and volua-
ble personal property i« already gone and now
the hovsehold furniture must go,  The mother
lonks on i angmieh, and gathers the hittle onee
aroumd her and presses theo to her bosom as
the only soluce left.  The mercy of the law
here interposes and nreests its farther execution,
Such drticles ae are necessary fur honse-keep.
Ing are exempt from exeeution ; with this as-
surnnee, the conntennnce of the mother and

elinldren begin to brighten up=hape which hail
'fled retarns—dospair which gal brovding over
all gives wav—tha rinhowy of peace isnbont to

surronnd the humble dwelling, wheo the offi-
cer ugnin rerirng, more  ruthless than before,
and seizes the bady of the father of thie fumily,

The tew nrticlos of arnitore which are lefl,
are froe from execution, while the biudy of their
owner o labile o be Jin g isone L. S, let Sen-
wlors ilow yoe gy e j!lu_':l.llu ", nil soe
this fellow L

put i pricon—the  witfe n
tears aned the ehilibron 1 thistross, ook um
the hashund and father fop fax] aiml camfirt

Uiable wy provade etbor. e s
witiess thoir ngony w it linw o
to reliove them,  He Teaves lis hoons oy e

pany  with an officer—Hhis heart heives wn
swells at the Vhomnehit

giv

ur

of leaviue thase dear

him !lv'h;lld. without a protector or the means of |

obtwiming bread,  As e reevdes from Lis home

| hos eviles bodyened Bioy anid woeny oy aidist wngee, layr

a8 the ove can reach, he eves his fomily gazing
at him with most intense interest, A tear starts
fromn his eye—the rocollection of other days of
wife nnd ehildren—the happy home—=all rash

Cupon lus mind ot onee, bat he 18 a victim of the

low's critelty,  He approaches the prison, the
high walls and battlemants frown upon, as the
keepers apen the ponderons doar and he 18 ush.

Porogd o, the gates are swang back nming and

et i prison. A thiek wall bs raised up ho-
twean him and the world—the rayvs of the sitn,
ns they refleet into thos miserihlo abiode, moek
ot hig ;"n‘.mnl!_v‘ an ! the Lohit of heaven s nsnt
fictent o dispel (o darkaess and gloam of ns
TAFPOW DT Lonent,

tiony—1lie losolate seone arnnnd him=<lhis mpore

dosotate honeth At homethan haman natnre can §

stand—with s vyes turned toward heaven, he
exclaims—
“Rut what is tife ?
"Tisnot tatalk abroad and devw frash air
From time to time, or sazs apon U sun
“Pis oot ta he frae. When bty s gone,
Life grows iusiped. and has lost s relish.™

THE GEORGIA MATOR -=MILITIA
TIRAINLING,
BY MAJOR JONEN,
To Me

spectod, only o thowlenn sight warse !

Tuostpsox :— Dear Sir-——Jost ns |
\. Wl
know Lsawd momy last that we wer gwine to
W el
the muster has ek place, and [ reckon such
other doins you never heanrn of atore,

I come in town the mght afore, with my re-
gimentals ina bundle, so they couldn’t be si-
led by ridin, and us soon as 1 got my breakfust,
1 begun ridio out for the muster, 1 hada brun
new pair of boots, made jest a purpose, with
long legs to "en, and & shaperdebraw, with ane
of the tallest kind of red fethers in it, & blu eluth
regimental cote, all titivated off with gold and
buttons, and a pair of yeller britches of the f-
nest kind, Well, when | went to put *em on,
I conldn't help but cuss all the tailors and shoe-
makers in Georgiv. In the first place, my
britches like to busted and wouldn't roachmore'n
half way tomy jacket, then it tuck two nig-
gers and & pint of soap to git my boots on , sad

vigion of the law.  The present dcblors receive

my coat had tail enufffor & bed-quilt, snd utood

e 1!.'1n‘|1--< at his ®itwge |

Vol. 4==No. 34--Whole Ne, 190,

rite strait out behind like a fan-tail pidgin—it
wouldn't hang rite no way you could pull it. I
never was so dratted mad, especially when thar
was no lime to fix things, for the fellers wer
comin in in gangs and beginnin to call for me
ta come out and take the command., Echspec-
tation was ris considerable high, cause I pledged
to quip myself in uniformity to the law, if [ was
leated Mujor,

Well, bimeby [ went to the door and told
131} Skinner and Tom Cullers to fix their com-
panys, and have ‘em ready when I made my
pearunce,  Then the fuss commenced. Thar
wnsn't but ene drum in town, and Bill Skinner
swore that should drum for his company, capse
it longed to that beat; and Tom Cullers swore
the nigger should drum for kis company, cause
e longed to his crowd. Thar was the old
harry to pay, and it was gittin wurse. 1 didn't
know what to do, for they was all comin to me
hout it, and cussin and shinin and disputin so |
conliln’t hardly hear one from the other. Thinks
I, T must show my thority in this business ; so
zugs dy ‘In the name of the State of Georgin, 1
command the dram to drum for me.  I's Majer
ol this betallion and 1's commander of the mu-
sick too " The thing tuck fust rate ; thar was
no more rumpos bout it and [ sot the niggersa
drimmin and fifin as bard as they could split
rite afore the tavern dore,

It was monotrous diffikil to git the men to
full inj thar haint been one ofthem deformed
| drunkerds down here yit, and the way the fel-
lersdoes love peneh and honny is mazin. Bime-
by Bill Skinner tuck a stick and made a long
strate gtrenk in the sand, and then hollered ont,
*Oh, yes ! oh, yes! all you as belongs to Coons
holler heat is to git in n etrate line on this trail!!
Tom Cullers made o strenk for his beat, and the
fellers begun to string themselves along in a
strnte line, and m about a quarter of a ower
they wer all settled like bees on a beanpole,
prenty eonsiderable strate.  Artera while they
eent word to me that they was all reddy, and I
had my horve forehed up totother side of the ta-
vern; but when T cum to him the bominable
fool diin’t know me sum-how, and begun kickin
and prancin, and eavortin about like mad. 1
m de the nigrers hold Lim till [ got on § then
I sent word to the drummer 1o drum like bla-
zes o8 #o0n as he seed me turn the carner, and
to the men to be reddy to salute. My sword kep
rattlin agin the kide of my hors, and tha faol
wus skeered eo he didn't know which eend he
stood on 3 and kep dancing about and squattin
sud rarein so | couldn’t hardly hold on te him.

The nigger went and told the men what [
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and thar they was allin & huddle. They know-
ed better, but jest wanted 1o hother me, I do be-
lieve.

‘Never mind,' sos [, ‘gentiemen, we'll try
that revolution over” So when I got'em all
strait again, T splaioed it to'em and gin‘em
the word eo they conld wunderstand it.—‘For-
ward march !* ses I and away they went, not
altagether, but two by two, every feller waitim
til hia turn enm to step, ro fore the baretoot ones
got started, T couldn’t hardly see to tother eend
of the betallion. Tlet "em go ahend til we pot
1o the old ficld, and then T tried to stop "em ; but
1 hiad “em in ganguall over'the field in less than
no time. “Cloze np " pes ¥, aalond as [ eonld
holler ; but they only stood and looked at me
like they didn’t know what | meant. “Git inte
astrait line agm,’ ses I, That brong "em all
together, and 1 told 'em to rest a while, before T
put "em throngh the manuel.

Bout this time ont enm a whole heap of fele
lers with some candidates, and wanted T shonld
let "om address the betallion. 1 told ‘em ¥
didn't care long as they didu’t kick up a row,
Well, themen wer all high up for hearin the
speeches of the candidates, and got round "em
thick asflies ronnd a fat pourd. Ben Ansley
~he's the popularest candidate down here—ba-
gun to ¢how by gittin on & stump, and takin his
hat off rite in the brilin het san.

“Feller-citizens, ses he, ‘I spose you all know
as how my friends is fotched me out to repre-
sent this country in the next legistater—1 am
posed to counterfit money and shinplasters ; I
am posed to abolition and free niggere, to the
morus multicaulis aud the Flerida war, and all
manner of shecoonery whatsumever, 171's lecs
ted your respectable representations, [ shall gu
in fur good munny, twenty cents for cotton, and
no taxes, and shall go for bolishin prisonmant
for debt and the Central Bank. 1 hope you'll
all cum up tothe poles of the lection, and vote
likea patriot for your very humble servant—
Amen.'

Then ke jumped down and went round sha«
kin hands. *Hurra for Ben Ansley ! Aunsley
for ever !' shouted evety feller. *‘Down with
the cussed bank—devil take the shinplusters
ard all the rale-roade! ses Captain Skinner,
Silence for a speech from Squire Pettybons '
‘Hurra for Pettybone !'

Squire Pettyboae wasa little short fat man,
what had run efore, and knowed how to talk ta
the boys,

‘Friends and fellow-citizens,’ ses he, ‘I's ouce
more a candidate for your sufferins, and 1 want
[to spluin my sentiments to you. You've jost
liearn & great deal bout the Central Baak.=I

#ed ; and when [ thought they was all reddy,
round 1 went in a canter, with my sash and re-
gimentals flyin and my red fether wavin as
groceful asa corn tossel ina wirdwind § bat
jost o8 T got to the corner ther was a fuss like
{ hewven and yearth was eomin together,  Rat-
| L wheraprrer ! went thedeam, and the
o the ife rite out strate, till his
ssotan b hed=<haren ! hey-yey ! hur-

ot wont all the niggars and everybody else—
my horge whealin and pitehin wurse than ever,
rite up tothe muster—and, fore [ could draw my
hrethy, bang ! bang ! bang ! de bang! bang!
bang 1 went every gun in the crowd, and ail |
knowed wae, | was whirlin, and pitchen, and
swingin about 1in the smoke and fire till 1 cum
full length rite emack on the ground, ‘in all the
prife, pomp, and circumstances of glorious war,'
as Mr. Shakspear ves,

Lncky enough 1 didn’t git hurt ; but my eote
was «plit elear up to the eoller, iny yeller britch-
5 busted all to flinders, and my shaperdebraw
nnd fether all knocked into a perfect mush.
Thunder and lightnin! thinks I, what must be
I| man's feelings ina rale battle, whar they're
shootin in good yearnest ! Cum to find out, it
wasall a mistake; the mendidn't know nothing
hout military tiektacks, and thought I ment a
regulur forth of July salute.

I had to lay by my regimentals-but [ know'd
my earacter was at stake as a officer, and I tar-
mined to go on with the muster. 8ol told
Skinner and Cullers to git the men strate agin,
and when they was all 1na line | sorted 'em all
out.  The tellers what had guns I put in frunt,
them what had sticks in the rare, and them what
| had no shoes, down to the bottum by them-
| selves, 5o nobody conldn’t tramp on their tose,
A pood meuny of 'em begon to furgit which
was ther rite hand and which was ther left ;
and sum of 'em begun to be very diffikil to ma-
nege, 80 | termined to march ‘em rite out toa
old 14, whar they couldn't git no more lick-
or, pecinlly sense | was bleeged to wear my
tother clothes,

Well, arter 1 got'em all fixed, een 1, *Music !
quick time ! by the rite flank, file left, march '
they stood fer bout a minit lookin st me—by
flank mar-r-r-ch 1" ses I, a8 lound as | could
holler, Then they begun lookin at one another
and honehin one another with ther elbows, and
the tust thing | know'd they were all twisted
up in & snarl, goin both ways st both ends, and
all marchin through other in the middle, in all
sorts of helter skelter fashion, *Halt 1" ses 1,
‘hult ! wher upon yearth is you sll gwiae '~
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| nin’t no bank man—T0"'m posed te all banks—bdut
[ [ is » iriend to the pore man, and ia always rod-
| dy to stand up for his constitutional rites. YWien
[ the Central Bank put out its ownny it was
] good ; but now they want to buy it for less
| nor what its worth ther dets to the bank, and
they is tryin to pet it down, aod mnke the pore
| man loseby it What does 1 o pint
the bank down for, if it auet 1 chert the pora
man who's gotsum of it? 15 s Teated; 1 shall
go for making the banks redecm their munny
in silver and gold, or put every devil of "em in-
to the penitentiary to make nigger shoes, 1'sa
hard munny man agin the rich, aod if you lect
me that's what T mean to do.

Then he bagun shakin hands all round. *Hur-
ra for Squire Pettybone ! Hurra for the bank
and the veto! shouted some of the men ——
‘Hurra for Ansley ! d—nthe bank " *Silence
for Mr. Joheson's speech ! *Hurra for Harri-
son!' ‘Hurra forthe Vetos!" Hurra for Juck
son ! I can lick any veto on the ground !" 8
lence ' Hurra for Ansley, d—n the bank "
‘“Whar's them vetos what's agin Ansley—-le!
me at'em !" ‘Fight! fight make a ring !" ks
a ring '—'Whoop ! hollered Bill Sweeney,
‘I'm the blossom—go it shirt-tail !* *Ihit ‘em
Sweeny !"———‘Tention, Betallion !' ses 1, hu
it want no use—they was at it rite in the mid
dle and all round the edges, and 1 know'd th:
quicker I got out of that bilin the better for mv
wholsum. Thar they was, up and down, five
or six in a heap, rollin over and crawlin out frone
under, bitin and scratchin, gougin, kickin an'
cussin, head and heels all through other, non-
of ‘em knowin who they hurt or hart them-~a '
the same whether they hit Aasley or velo, th
blogsom or Pettybone. The candidates, wer
runuin about pullin and haulin, and tryio ther
best to stup it; but you conldn't hear nothin by
cussin, and ‘bank’ and ‘veto,' and ‘let me »
‘emn,’ *I'm yourboy," let go my eves!" and sich
talk for meore'n twenty minits, and then they
only kep'em apart by holdin "em off like dog
till they got dun pautin,

It want no use so try to get "em into line agi
Some of 'em had got manuel exercise enuff, an |
was knocked and twisted outof all caracter, un
it wonld be no use to try to put 'em through th
manuel in that situstion.  Lots of "em had the
eyes bunged up so they couldn’t ‘eyes right
to save 'em, so 1 turned 'em over to their cay
tains, accordin to law, and am't sponsible fo
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nothin that tuck place after 1left.  No mor
from Your friend, til deth,
YO8, JUNES
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