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THE TARIFY AND ﬂ:%* ?I-ll VARD .
1t is with no ordinnry pleasure wo publish
the subjoined correspondence, !oucw xv
question of profection 1o American labofs ¥ve
hesitate not to acknowledge that we haye Te:
freshed our poal dpd devotion to Penneyl:
wania interosts by a perusal of thoso letters,
The opinions and arguments of such emi:
nent citizons ge General CAMERON and Judge
Siatzn, upon & subject fo which those states:
men haye given their Alténtion, in view of
great national interests, eannot fnil ta dispel
1he idle cant of those who bave endeavored
10 make it appear that the advoeacy of a fair
‘protebtion to our manufacturing interests was
inconsistent with the maintenance of the prin-
ciples of pure Democracy . —Pittshii gh Morn-
ing Mercury.

HON. CHAS. SHALER'S LETTER.
To the Editor of the Mercury:

Stn :—The course yon have pursaed in re-
Jation to the tarifl, however obnoxions 10
those who are disposed to moke the subject a
party platform, has been such as entitles you
to the gratitude of (he Domocratic party an

Pennsylvania. The trie caise of many ol |

onr failures in this Connty is that a branch of
the party are obstinately bent wpon making
the tariff & political question, and upon ad-
hering to the tarift of 746, as though it were
the only system of dutios snited to. the con.
dition of the conntry.  Even many distin-
ghished Democtats, who opposed that nea-
surp with the most pertinacions obstinacy,
geem now 10 be convineed that itonght to be-
come a matter of principle 1o support it.--
Surely democriey is nat so juconsistent with
jtsall ag 10 pin its determinations upon noy
view of (his limited natues. To talk of the
tarifl of 1846 as an undovinting role, a fised
principle, a platform of thie Democratie party,
in to be guilty of the grossust absurdity. It
18, in fucty au innovation npon ovr professed
dortrines, which in matters of policy open
and expand, and suit themselyes to the exi-
gomeies of the governmenty and the neeessi-
ties of the eountry. 10 the great intercsts of
Pennsylvania, the interests of the mining re-
gions, whether of iron ot eonl, require for
their support a change of the tarifl of "6, or
any tarifl, it wonld cortainly not be warranted
by any Democratic principle thut T am ac-
quainted with 1o refuse them saitable pro-
tection. If it eould be demonstrated tha
without an increase of duties, our laborirs in
the coal pits must suffer from want of wde-
quate remuneration or the husiness stop al-
together, or that our furnaces, forges, &e.,
munet eease to work exeept at wagesso mnch
reduced as that the workmen must be  pla-
eed on the same seale of wazes with the la-
borers in Europe. eertainly no one will pre-
tend that it is a vielation of Demaeratie prin:
ciple that the government shonld Ly an' in-
erease of dunties better his condition.

During the canmpaigh which resalted in
the election of My, Polk we undoubredly as-
sumed the troe gronnd ; wa doclined dizens-
sing tha question o n Tariff as a principle,
contenting ourselves with considering it a
matter of prliey wpon which men of all par-
ties might differ, and which must be settied
by the exigencies of the cauntry. We never
committed onrselves upon the question of the
increase or diminution of dmies, bot, alle-
ging that Mr, Clay was bound by the com-
promise bill which Timited them to twenty
per cent. advalorem, we contended that o
this particular Mr. Polk was as safe a Turiil-
men i#s Me Clay, and that the former woull
be governed by the prineiples of General
Jackson on the subjeot That a judicions
Tariff, in the language of that sagacious
statesman, meant o Tariil of dutivs sufficient
for the support of the Government, having an
eye to incidental protection of the manufae-
turing interests of the country.
tell ineidental protection as being sonwl in
poliey, and Demoeratic in prineiple, whilst
we oppased a merely proteetive Tarilf as a
solecism not worthy to be entertainad by any
party. Under that sign we then conquered ;
and had it not been for the great anxiety lo
form a platform inconsistent with our prinei-
ples, we should still have been suooessfinl.—
Upon the subjeet of platforms, the invention
of the modern schouls, and which break down
before the inyentors ure well off of them, lot
me say this; 1hit on no other fonndation ean
a Demoerat build thun the foundation laid
by Thomas Jefferson aud hisnoble compoers,
supported and sustained by Madisin and
Montoe and their patriotie cotempararies, und
brought o u fuel wnd permanent eoysolidy-
tion by the illustrions Jackson.  And he who
altempls o improve upon them—1to compose
Demoerutic pringiplis out of other materials
than they have furnished—will find Lis tusk
bath a thankless and a hopeless one.

We are now remitted 10 this state of the
question, Pennsylvasnia is largely in dela.
The very interest upon forty millions of dols
lars is onerons and alwost minons.  Our tax-
ation amounts 1o moie than one fourth of uur
income. Can the ngriculure of Pennny lvi-

uin bear the tax and still compete suceess. |

fully in the markets with the agriculture of
more feriile regions, subject to comparatively
no taxation
ture of Penasylvania is now staggering under
i burden too heavy to bear, nond that the

value of propery must digiuisl nnless there |

is something 1o diminish the taxation. We
haye thut something iv abundance.  Our irou
mioes, our conl-lields, supply it. We most

dig from the bowels of the earth whit the

surface eannot supply.  But bere wo are met |

by insuperable difficolties, The iron wines
of Wales, 1he coulsiields of Faglaud, are
worked at prices so moderate, that at the
doors 6f our very fastories, for the purpose of
our railroad eonstruction, for all for which
iron s wsed, and for the coal used in its
smehting and its ulterior oporations, we have
a rival article with which we cannot com-
pete.  Under onr very noses, the raw mate-
rinl is sold, which we have abundant means
of supplying, but are puralyzed in our exer-
tiohis and ruined in our attempts, by foreigy
competition. Now, put the question—If the
Taritf of *46 supports British labor, mines
British iton and digs British coul, whilst we
are compelled 1o stand every man idle and
10 derive no benefit frum ovur vast resources,
is there any thing in Demoeratic principles
or lnnovaling platforms to prevent s intro-
duction so as lo give life, vigor and activity

We advoeas |

It is evident that the agriculs |

o

toour own people t | trow not,
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