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EXTRACT FROM THE LAST SPEECH oF | 7

STEPHEN A, DOUGLAS,.—# The conspiracy
to break up the Union is n fact now kmnown to
all. Armies are being raised, and war levicd
te accomplixh it. There can be but two sides
1o the coniroversy. Every man must be on the
side of the United States or ngainst it, There
can be no neutrals in this war. There can be
none bnt patriots and traiters.**

" FOR SALE The double-eylinder ¢ TAYLORT PrESS
on which this paper has been printed for the last nino
months, 1t is in excellent condition, having been made
1o order i year agny and will be sold at a bargain,  For
terins apply 4t thixoffice, or aadress Jonx W. Fonury,
417 Chestaut street, Philadelphia.

By tbe arrival of the steamship Jura, at Port-
1and, yesterday morning, and of the mails of the
Guropa, further information in regard to the
temper of the English people, and the disposition
of the English Government, has been received.
The reception of the mnews  of the cap-
sure of Masen and Blidell producad a feel-
ing very similar to that caused in.tho loyal
States by the news of the fall of Sumpter, because
it was popularly copsidered a flagrant outrage upon
the British flag. There were not wanting many
te remonstrate against the injustice of this in-
dignation—to show thas the act of Unptain Wilkes
was in accordance with the international law that
Great Dritain had herself established — that if
the stoppage of the Trent was, in viow of the oir
cumstances under which it occurred, an « outrage,”
infinitely worse ¢ outrages’ ha. repeatedly been
committed by British naval officers, aud sunctioned
by the Britich Government—and that if the strietly
proper course of procedurs for Capt. Wilkes was
to spize the veesel and tales heg itits & port for con-
dempation, he evinced generosity and magnanimity
by suffering her to escape and merely arresting the
robel envoys, ‘

But all these remonstrances have proved insuffi-
cient to curb the belligerent tendencies of Great
Britain. The violent passions of the people have
reacted upon the Government, and it has de-
spatched a special messenger to Lord Lyons, with
orders which it i3 supposed direct him (o demand
an ample spology, and probably the surrender of
the rebel commissioners.

Meanwhile, such preparations have been made
that England is undoubtedly preparing to commence
a war the moment that diplomatie negotiations are
broken off and all hope of & peaceful adjust-
taeht of the exisling dMBoulty s destroyed.
A Paris paper pretends to disclose the plan of
action she has decided upon. It alleges that, if
tho Epplich demands ara not nubatantisily sompliad
with, Lord Lyons will be withdrawn from W ash-
ington, the Southern Confederacy recognized, and
the blockade of the Southern ports raisel. The
activity of the sympathizers with the Southern re-
bels; the irfiuence of the commereial and manufac-
turing ioterests, which depend, in a great measure,
for their prosperity upon obtaining supplies of
cotton, and the enmity of the foes of republican-
ism. who hope by the destruction of free insii-
tutionz in our eountry, to check the growing feel-
ing against an aristocratic Government in England,
have told strongly upon Britich sentiment. . Instead

of finding that sympathy which many expected on

account of the strong anti-slavery feelings of her peo-~
ple, and cur intimate commercial and social reln-
tiong, it 1s fiow evident that Ler statesmen are roady
to ¢ eavil upon the pinth part of & hair,”’ on all-di
plomatic questions between the two nations, and
much more disposed to aid the rabele than to ane-
tain the Union men of America.

A despatch from Frederick, Md., states that !

thore are strong indieations that the sabels, ndder

General Jackson, are about to cross the Potomae, .

pear Williamsport.

Furthor detaile of the late esspflagratlon in
Charleston will be found on our first page.. The .

origin of the fire is still attributable to the incen-
diarism or carclessness of a band of negroes, who

tived in n shed adjoining the building where it first’

broke out. The Charleston Conrier saya that the
entire male and female portion of the sluves worked
most earnestly {o subdue the flames.

The statemert published yesterday, that rebel
troops bad been sent from Columbug, Ky, to some
point near New Orleans, iz confirmed by news from
Memphis, vis Fortress Monroe.

-

Oae of the latest English papers, speaking
of the capture of SuipeLt and Masox, says
¢ this news has caused a gencral feeling of
iuritation in London, At the sawme time, much
discussion arose whether a neutial flag could
legally carry persons taking an active part in
hostilities.?
ago, declared that i+ ---=r nof, and subsequent
Jurists and judges have adopted his ruling of
the law. o

At the time of the Falmersionian demon-
stration against this country, on account of the
Trent affair, it was not known in England that
Mr. Jevreneor Daowis had Pub]iqu prockﬁmmi_.
to his Confederate constituents, that SLibeELs
and Masox were his Ambassadors to France
and Lpgland, duly commissioned by order of
the ¢ so-called® Confederate Congress.

The Inish Brigade.

Qolonel Robert Emmett Pastersomy of this
oity, sop of General Patterson, is now rais-
ing an infantry corps, to be:compesed wholly
of Irish by birth or descent, to. consti{ute
the second regiment of the Irish Brigade. He will
aceept none but first-cluss men. The regiment will
copeist of ten companies, and the second in com~
mand wiil be Lieutenant Colonel Robert Thomp:
gon. The prineipal recruiting office is at 207 South
Fourih stecct.
colistment, will be entitled to pay, rations, and
elsthing, and ales to the Qovernment Younty of
$100, at the expiration of his servics. In case of
& brush with England, which no one can desire,
the Irish Brigade. no doubt, will. try to pay off a
littlo of it score with Jobn Bull, who has 30 beau-
tifully managed matters in the Green Isle, that not
one Irishman out of every twenty thousand n this
country, wonld draw asword or breatho a prayex fop
England's success. Colonel Patterzon was educated
at the United States Military Academy, West
Point, where he graduated in 1851. He gerved six
Years on the FPlaing, (in the Indian country), and
was division inspcelor during the-three months of
his father's service. Colonel Patierson, himself a
well-taught and experienced officer, will he exactly
* the right n.an in the right place,’’ at the head of
an Irish regiment. ] -

& wa1L FoR Ecnoeg, to go by tha ctoamar A£

#2ca, will be made up at the Philadelphin Post Office

to-day at 1 o'clock.

A New Anricze ror wus Ganr —We were yes-
terdny shown a new article of camp stove, express-
1y adapted for warming soldicrs® tents (invented by
Mr. James Spear, of this eity), which wo regard as
the mest desirable arrangement of the kind yet
produced. Iis peculiarity is, that it can be taken
apart with ease and compressed within the bulk of
au yrdinwry-sised washbowl, We understand that
a sample of this stove has been furwarded for the
inspection of the proper authorities at Washington,
where we have no doubt it will be extensively
udopted.

Hormnavy Presexts.—J. E. Govrp, Seventh
and Chestnut streets. is selling his elegant Pianos
and MelogGeons at greatly redueed prices. Sueh
irducements were never before offered to pur-
chasers.

TARGE DALE OF DRY GoODS, Hot1ERY, CARPET-

1Ngs, REApy-qaADpE Curotming, Fukrs, &c.—The

attention of purchasers is requested to the large and

varied assortment of British. French, German, Ya .

dia, and domestic dry goods, hosiery, furs, car-
ringe robes, &e.; 8 line of superb broche long

sbawlg, for city trade, colored centres only, and o ¢

fuvorite make; niso, carpetings and druggets, be-
sides an invoice of ready-made clothing, embracing

about 850 lots of staple and funcy goods ; to be pe- :

temmoril): sold by eatalogne, for onsh, commoaneing
this morning at ten o'clock, with the carpetings,
to be continued, without intermission, all day and
part of the evening. ending wiih the clothing and
fure. by Myess, Claghorn, & Lo, auvtioncors, INOS,
232 and 234 Market street.

SALE 0¥ ELEGANT CARPETINGS.—Messrs. Birch
L Son sell this morning, at 14 e'siock, tio baianoe
of the stock of elegant carpetings of the late firm of
Baily & Brother, No. 920 Chestnut street.

aL® or SruEyPID MARBLE MANSION, ELEGANT
FuRXITURE, STATUARY, PAINTINGS,

be sold next Tuesday, on the premises. . The pre-
wises will ko open for inspection, and tho furniture
may be examined, with catalogues, on Monday
next.

Avgtion NoTico—SaLE oF BooTs AND SHOLS.vm
The early attention of buyers is invited tothe larga
sale of 1,000 cases boots, shoes, and brogaus, to be

sold his morning, at 10 «’clogk precisely, by Philip

Ford & Co., auctioneers, at their store, No. 525
Market street, and 522 Commerce street. - The
above sale cons'sts of a large and desirable assort-
ment of fresh goods, from firet-clags eity and Enot:
ern manufacturers. : :

Lord Srowprr, half a canboe |

Each recruit, from the time of his :

PArsTED |
Caixa, ETc.—James A, Freeman, auctioneer, ad. -
vertises in our paper the splondid mawbls mansion
house, southwest corner of Thirteenth and Aroh !
streets, with all the elogant furniture therein, to .

LETTER FROM <« OCCASIONAL.*

W asiingrox, December 18, 1861.

Oolonel Thomas Francie Meaghey, with
several of his field officers, the avant courters
! of the New York Irish Brigade, arrived here
* yosterday morning. Should the British Go-
| yernment attempt to precipitate a war with
! the United States, by insisting upon such a de-
manid growing out of the seizure of Slidell and
Mason a5 wo could not submit to, their first
danger will grow out of the unity of the Irish
race all over this continent and in the United
Kingdom against hier gracious Majesty Queen
Fictoria, It is a curious but not less trathful
incident of the present struggle that some of
the bravest defenders of the rebel flag are
Ssund ationg Irishmen, But, array Eagland
against the Federal Government, and there is
not an Irish heart South that will not palpi-
tate on the side of the old flag, and buat
wildly to take sides against the old oppressor
of Ireland. The Irish voters have, in most
cases, belonged to the Democratic party, and
have believed that the present struggle was
the result of ¢ Black Republ'can® or Abo-
lition intrigues and doctrincs. Even Mcagher
wag a Byedckinridge tnan. For this rcasons
many efforts were made to prevent this loyal
portion_of the adopted citizens from enlist-
ing in the present war on -account -of the
false political aspect given to it by our scoret

the South justified themsclves in support of
Secession on the ground. that this waya mere
¢ Black Reépublican war.”? This delusion las,
however, long ago been dispelled, and now the-
wyriads of Iiishmen in thg loyal army may
happily be contrasted with the ‘great body:of
disaffected Irishmen who reluctantly. serve in
his ranks of the rebels.  They are grc:it]y:éus-'
pected by the rebel leaders in the South, vide
the message of Governor Rector, of Arkansas,
whilg their brothers are honored and confided
in by the loyal leaders of the North. Add to
this the exciting element of British aid and
c>mfort to the rebellion, and the effect will be
electrical, There is not an Irishman in any
part of the country that will not long to par-
ticipate in this great stroggle. " Unléss Great
Britain ie etricken with madnegs, and yosolved
to overwhelm herself in one vast ruin, she will
pause before {ulfilling the expectation of the
traitors in the seceded States, who, while being
erushed out by the aroused power of the Federaj
Government, look to ber at the same. time  to
rescue them and crush human liberty on
these . shores, Can she suppose that when
the millions of Irishmen in the United States
are rallied around the American flag, and
mainly becanse she has scandalously and ' un-
provokedly interfered in. our quarrel, that'the
millions of Irishmen in Ireland itself will re-
main ‘ quiet - with ~starvation - at " their  doors ?
Yill not the old - longing for political equality,
for a Parliament.on - College  Green—ill not
the old hatred of England be revived under
cuch  piroumstances 7 Britich avmies: hava
been filled with and fired by Irish bravery and
_Irishenthusiasm.  She has been compelled to
buy reernits from -other. countries:. What
! will she’do when' she loses ircland, and when
the ether nations of the earth upon whom she
has heretofore relicd refuse to join with her in
a cruel crusade against the only free nation in
the world ? Accepting every. rumor as to her
. hostile inclinations at the worst, she must
| stand before mankind as cager to strike ab this

:-free Government at the moment of its greatest
, travail ; and unless the reports of her. anxiety
 to interfere ave speedily corrpcted, no seftles
. ment, no reconcilialion, no arbilrament, will
! prevent the American people from swearing be-
. fore high Heaven uever lo” forgive the British
. Goverument. Jor (he course i has taken in
| this crisis, the grandest and most impressive
that has ever occurred in the history of the world.
But if the Irish poople will everywherv unite
to defend the Government against British ag-
i gression and British arrogance, those. native
and to the . mainer born, the nieh who have
been divided upon political questions, will
i come together as one man. - Wa shall hear no
" more_sympathy for- the - South in the free
_States when' Great Britain takes up the stan-
' dard of slavery against the flag of the Union.
~All"who have -heretofore insisted :that -the
i-Southern peopls have had rights which the
! Republicans have ignored, will be. found: ral-

lied in support.of the common cause, and as

in the das¢ of Mr, Vallandigham, of Ohle, in

the Tlouse, (himself one of the extremest and
‘ most unreasobablejechot;s.of Secession,) they
“will try to excel others in an ardent and an-
_ thusiastic ‘advocacy of the war policy of the
© Administration. 0OccAsIONAL,

! Letter from Occasional,”—Postscript.

; FY AstiNarow, DEC. 18, 1861.
The English complication comes upon us in
this our hour of sore tribulation, while we are
: 'engaged in a” contest, the magnificence  of
i which no chroniele’ yeoorde.. Wa are in a
" struggle which 'involves our life and our li-
. berty—our happiness as a people, and our ex-
. istence as & Government. We have thrown
! every dollar we possess—our own - lives, and
. the lives of those we love—into this struggle.
 And now, when on the point of ‘crushing this
" infamous- serpent of: Secession, Great Britain
appears upon the-scene, and menaces us with
destruction. It is as though a strong man, en-
! goged 10 a” deathstraggle with his fog, fluds
. himse'f stabbed ' in “the “back 'by an insidious
* friend, who takes advantage of his misfortune
: to'consummate his assassination. - While other
| nations gaze with awe, and most of them with
:“earnest sympathy, upon the - conflict -of our
. people with a gang of robbers, England helps
: the robbers, and draws the dagger npon oy

i
i
|

country! . ‘
'~ Epgland knows she is strong. This is our
* howy of weakness, aud she Wy make it her
. opportunity to strike. She can now be arto-
! gant and insultinz, for now her arrogance and
! insult * cannot be resented. The Northern
coast is exposed to- her large and powerful
: navy; our towns are not fortified, and. she
, may bring desolation npon our people and our
- manufacturing interests. Ail this she knows.
Her armaments are large and well appointed ;
{ her army has been increased almost to a war
{ footing: she is prepared to throw large bodies
i of troops into the Eastern and Northern por-
i tions of our Republic; Canada is filled with
! armied men, and the frontiers of Canada are
i simply so many 'garrisons. - Our commerce is
E at her eerey. In the Mexican gulf there is a
‘ large British fleat, which conld vendar our
'newly-gained strongholds on the Southern
i coast untenable, and accomplish the destruc-
| tion of the brave men at Port Royal, Hatteras,
i ‘and Santa Rosa Island. She may break our
| blockade, and entirely nullify our: expedi-
" tionary operations, With the Potomac vir-
;tually blockaded, and an immense arhy uider
i Beauregard in our rear, Washington would
i probably fall.. With the  Chesapeake . Bay.
{ open’ to any navy that may choose to enter
¢ with a disloyal population in Maryland ; with
‘ enemies along the Virginia and  Atlantic
| concte, England eould procipitats a foaefal.
i series of disasters, and, perbaps, with the aid
" of the Southern armies, turn the bloody tide
* of war upon the Northern States.

It may . be. in view of all these grave consi-
: ‘derations, and the sad necessities of the case,
! that, in order to avoid a war which could only
: end in ouy. discomfiture, the Administration
may be compeiled to concede the demands of
England, und, perhaps, release - Messrs.- Muason
and Stufeli.- - God forbld l-—but in 2. crisis like
this we must adapt. ourselves to stern circum-
" stances, and yield every feeling of pride to

Tinintain: our existence, If this contingency
" should cver arrive—and I'am _only speculating
upon’ a disagreeable possibilitv—then let - us
" swonr__not only to suvsclvas, but sur children
! who come - after us—to repay this. greedy; in-
- solent, and cowardly Power with” the retribu-
. tion of a just and fearful vengeance. - If Eng-
. land, in ‘our time of distress, makes herself
. our foe, and offers.to be_our assagsin, we will
" ‘treat hier as a - foe when -we-can do 30 untram-
_ meled and-unrenaced by another enemy.
i There are ‘scvcral'rmethods by 'ywhich to
{ bafBe England if she “is. disposed to take part
" agatnat” the  cause . of - Givilised Freedom
on this: continent. ' It Captain - Wilkes has
erred, it. was only by following British autho-
rity. - Wa ez’m‘ sller to ‘r’el’:'lace the robel ¢n-
voys on board the Trent, and then have that
vessel conveyed; with' ity ¢« contraband®? ‘car-
i g0, to @ neutral vort; and tried according to
."the British construction of international law.
. Or we can say that ne oftence was intended to
" England (as noue was intended) in the deten-
" tion of the Trent, but that,in: arresting two

notorious “traitors bent -upon - destroying our

gloricus Government, we felt that what we did

wao prooisely what England would " have ‘done
, under, - the * same “circumstances. ~Or;with
- these propositions . and  protestations, we can
" offer to submit the
 tion”of Russia or France, or both together.

enemies in the free States. - The Irishmen in-

whole case ‘to the arbitrits |

Should the British Government accept any
one of these suggestions or explanations, the
case can readily be adjusted.  Should she re-
fuse, thers can be but oue judgment pro-
nounced. She will forfeit the respect of
every civilized Government on earth. But
whether she accepts or rejects {nem, this
much ia written in the Book of Fate—that if
she has attemplcd to embarrass or to assail the
Uniled Stales vn their preseal mighty itrouble,
she hae made aleynul foes of all the loyal mil-
lions of wmerica and their posterity forever.

If we do concede the demands of Eng-
land, however, it will only be beeause we de-
sire to crush this rebellion—ag a duty we owe
to mankind. It will be because we prefer to
master the greater evil, and do not wish to be
alienated from our duty by an intcrnational and
comparatively unimportant quarrel ; it will be
becauso we prefer national salvation to the
gratifioation of any feslug of national pulde,
It will be a great act of self-denial. But whon
we come from this rebellion, it will be with
a magnificent army, educated and organized,
and with the sensc of this wrong weighing
upon them. It will be with a navy competent
to mcet any navy upon the globe. It will bo
for ws, then, to remember how Eogland was
otr “enemy in the day of our misfortune, and
to make that remembrance a dark and fearful

page of her hictory, and an stornal memory in

our_own. OCCASIONAL,

Late and Interesting News from the Gulf.
[8prcial Correspondence of Tho Press.]
-+ UNITED STATES FLAG Suip NiagaAra, }

Orr Fonrr Pickexs,
Dasawbas 1, 1981,

We have lately had a busy time here. On Fri-
day, November 22d, all arrangements having been
previously made between Colonel Drown, oowm-
wanding Fort Fiokens, and Flag Officer MoKoan,
the fleet ard the fort opened on'the enemy on the
Pensacola side of the harbor. The first gun from
Fort Pickens opened at half past -nine o’eloek
A. M, when the Niagare and Rickwond. ran
in and anchored, as near to the forts of the enemy
a8 the water would allow, and . opened with their
Dbatteries of $sinch snd 11:ineh Daohlgran paia,
throwing chells, and three rified guns. - The shot
and shells from Fort Pickens and the fleet fell upon
Fort McRac and the water batteries at right.
angles, and did terrible excoutlon. A hall past
one o'clock the flag on Fort McRae was at ¢ half-
mast ;’’. at three o'clock it was down, and the fort
was on fire, the wator batteries aggwering feebly.

The shower of shot and shall npon Fort Pickens
was tremendous, as the enemy’s forts and batteries
form & semieirele of about three milesin extent,
little over a mile from Fort Dialtans, which thus
was the central target. But they did not, and oan-
not, hurt Fort Pickens.

At dark the ships hauled off, and all firing
ceased, Loss of the day=two killed, eight wonnd-
ed. The Nisgare and Richmond both hulled ;
the Richmond leaking badly from a shot below
the water line. . )

Snturday, 224 of Navsmbet, Fort Plckens opened
again ot half ‘past nine ‘o’clock A. M., with all her
guns. Fort Barraneas, and three miles of batteries
replied. - The Niugare ran in and played ¢« bass”’
to the musie, with her 11-inch guws. The Kich-
mond leaks too much to go in to-day. Fort Me-
Rae issilent after yesterday's work. Fort Pickens
is firing * red-hot shob” to-day. At 11 o’cloek M.
the village of Warrington, adjoining the navy yard,
is on fire. At 2 o’clock, the townis in flames. At 3
o’clock the Marine Barrack and navy yard is on
Brs ! at five dlélock the extonsive bairacks near
Fort Barrancas takes fire, the ¢ Thugs ’’ running in
all directions. - These fires continued to burnnearly
all night. - At dark stopped firing. If, at this mo-
meént, w¢ had had five good gunboats, and ong
thousand men, we could casily have run into the
harbor and seized and held Pensacola. Our com-
bined force, army ‘and mavy, wis 2,500 men: -Tha
enemy had 12,000 men.  On Monday, seven ‘men
were killed in Fort Pickena by the accidental ex-
plosion of a shell. Our total loss, including. this
disaster, was, killed 9, wounded 15. E

By this bombardment the ’Thugs' lose the use
of the ‘navy yard, shops, buildings, and barracks;
the use of the buildings in Warrington, which were
filied with troops; tho barracks at ¥ort Baranoas,
and the U. 8. naval hospital, which has herstofore
been crowded with hundreds of their sick; and
alegs Fort ‘MeRae. Since the attack treops kava
arrived from Montgomery, Alabama, and they are
engaged throwing up batteries as far as Penaacola.
We have been looking for the movement of the

large army on the Misizsippi, and Csia. Foot’s feet

of gunbonts, and We hope they will soon have Mem--
phis ; "after which, it will be an easy matter to
drown out New Orleans. .

LATEST NEWS
BY TELEGRAPH.
FROM WASHINGION,

Special Despatches to « The Press.”

A-8py Captured.

An individual, named Capt. THoMAs Hewrrr,
who runs a ducking bost from Alexandria up and
down the'river, was t0-day seized, with his boat, by
Lieut.: J. C. WILLIANS, of the U. 8. navy, who

“commands the brig Perry, of the Potomac flotilla.

On the boat was found a rebel mail containing spy
communieations. :

‘ . Secession Tracks.

Our pickets report that Secession tracks were
discovered pear the residoncs of the famous Jiys.
JAcksoN, the mother of the murderer of the gallant
EvLLsworTH. At a road point, one of our pickets
fired with his carbine at & rebel, but without effeat.
The enemy are on tho alert in regard to our move-

ments.
Thomas L. Kane.

The Fie}iﬁﬁg L{éﬁté’nrfn{: Colonel of the Buskiail
Regiment, THosaS L. KANE, is a candidate for
Colonel in the place of Crarues J. BiopLEe, whose
resignation hag been  accepted. Colonel Ka~k is
s<aliy the founder of this colobrated regiment. He
organized it in the upper counties of Pennsylvania,
and has been attached to the organization since it
wag established, Colonel KANE is one of the bravest
and most intelligent officers in the service—and as
a scout i3 celebrated over the country. There is no

_doubt that he will take the place of Colonel Bip-

sig. Pussias L. Haxs is 5 thorewghly loyal waa,
He has the conscience of the fight, and is filled with
the faith of our cause.

Ho ! for Canada! .

If the Epglish complications assume tho grave
aspect they threaten, there will be a new cry among
the American people. Besides being ** On to Rich-

_ General Phelps.,
. Much surprise has ' been expressed at the procla-
mation of General Purres, on taking possession of
Ship Island, in lower Mississippi. It has given
pain ‘in high quarters. The sentiments expressed
are extremely radical—the course of policy indi-
vutsd in eppostiten to the policy of tho Administras
tion.  The Government will most certainly disa-
vow it.
Successful Foraging Expedition.

The Twentieth and Twenty-first New York Regi-
ments went out from their encampment, near Falls
Church, and returned yesterday with eighty loads
of forage, Lhey drove their teams Within a mile
of Fairfax Court House, and & scouting party went
into .the  village, where they found everything
quiet; and no rebel troops in the vieinity.

The Levee Last Night.

The first. regular cvening levee at the White
House was fully attended by heads of Departs
ments, military officers, and prominent civilians.
The President was in excellent spirits, and Mrs.
LixcoLy, in white sitk, heavily flounced, dispensed
the homorg of her position with -gease an.l 3ass.
Secrctary CAMERON was unusually sociul, espe-
cially with the Iadies.. The levee was quite a
Fuccess.

Sanitary Condition of thé Pennsylvania
e Reserve.. )
No attempt has been made to mis-repreeent the

_tiwe condidon of this &ne corps. Dav iv 13 true

that o good deal of sickness exists in some regi-
ments. The mortality lists show a larger number
of dealhis among the Pennsylvania troops than
among those of any other State. It-is also a fact
that their tents are sinaller than those of other re-
giments; and io some regiments, at least in'the
Feserve, they are lees caroful in the proparation of
their food than is'necessary for health and comfort.
Gen, Lane, of Kansas,

Gen. Javps H. Laxe, of Waonsas, hae basn tai-
dered the position of brigadier general by the Presi.
dent. - He will accept it as soon as he can lay before
the Judiciary Committee of the Senate additional
¢vidence vVindicating -his right to a soat in that
body, now contested. His command will embrase
all the troops in Kansas. ‘

Col. Taggart.

Col TadeArt, of the Twelfth Regimont Ponn-
rylvania Reserves. has heen honorably restored to
his commsnd, with the remarks in the decision of
ks sourt-tnartial that the shazges were both frive-
lous and vexatious. The men under his command,
on being apprised of the fact, made the welkin ring
with - their -plaudits, the sounds reverberating
through the hills and valleys of - the ¢ sasred soil '/
of Virginia.

The Contract Investigating Committee.

Tho Government-contract Xunvestigating Coms
mittee -will to-morrow commence their inquiries.
into the alleged ~abuses conmected with the sutler-

“shipe of the army. :

The Hon. M¢. VAN Wyes, who returned yester-
day from a vigit home, on account of sickness in
his family, has again' left the city by renson of the
aontinuad ilineas of his fathay.

Colonet HALSTEAD, of New Jersey, was tried to-
dny, before n. court-martial, on the charge of mal-
feasance, which he denied. - 1liz'error was signing
prgulsitions “on - thy  Quartermavivr's Department
without reading them, in tho hurry of businoss.

Despatches from Gen. Baell,

Gen. Buerw has telegraphed to headquarters the
following :

E LovisviuLE, Deg, 18,
To Major General McClellan !

Gen. McCuok's division is at Mumfordsville, and
Gen- Mitebell at Bucon’s Crask.  Zollisoffer is
either re!irin{.gi across the Cumberland river, or is
Frcpnr;ns to do so at the approach of any superior
0rce.

.McCook roported that the rebels attacked my
Blckcta in front of the railroad bridge, at 2 o’clock

- M. to-day, The pickets consisted of four com.
yanics of the Thirty-second Indiana, Col. Willich,
under Lieut. Col. Von Imboa. Their forco con-
sisted of one regiment of Texas Rangers, two regi-
ments of infantry, and one battery of six guns.
Qur loss wns Lieut. Saxe, and eight onlistsd man
kitled and ten wounded. The rebel loss was thirty-
three killed, including the colonol of the Texas
regiment, and about fifty wounded.

D. C. Buewy, Brig. Gen. Commanding,
Serenade to Hendrick B. Wright.,

The friends of HENDRICK B. WRIGHT, member
of Congress from the Luzerne (Ponunsylvania) dis-
tist, with the band of the Fifvy-second Pennsylva-
pia rogiment, repaired to his residence this eve-
ning and gave him a serenade.

Mr. Wricnr made 2 lengthy addroess, endorsing
the President in his proclamations and in his va-
rious acts. He did not vote for him nor did he
support him in his election, but while the President
was dofonding the Union and “the Constitution he
{Mr. W.) would give him all the support at. his
command. He reviewed and fully sustained Mr.
LincoLN's past course, Ile referred to the arrest
of MAsoN and SLiDELL, and fully muatuined thé ast
of Captain WirLkes. If Eogland desired to try our
mettle, she would find. it to be steel; if she wished
to bring her French ally along with her, wo can
recelve them both, Ie did not belicve, however,
weo have any cause to. apprehend any difficulty
from that quarter. Mr. Wricnr urged a vigorous
prosecution of the- war until the Union is res
stored. He repudiated the ides of making a war
upon slavery ; that was not our object; that inati-

“tution must take care of itself. .He urged tha con-

finantion of pabel propeity of every description, and
the preservation of the property of every Union
man in the South. The remarks of Mr. Wrigur
were received with rapturous applause.

A Grand Enteriainment.

A grand social entertainment’ came off this eve-
ning at Cemp Marey, between Fort Corcoran and
Ball’s Cross  Roads. Colonel AvenipLe,. of the
Third  Pennmsylvania Cavalry, commanding the
brigade including the Third -and Eighth Pennsyl-
vapia Cavalry, has kept his brigade under close

d#ill practise asd military duty slace his appeint-,

ment  until to-day, when -he notified thom
that they would be relieved for the day, and
be permitted to participate in an enterfainment
in the evening. They Immedistely commenced
decorating the encampment with evergreens and
other flowers, and to-night it afforded a magnificent
display; the ‘evergreens being arranged in archey,
octagon canopies, and - other ' ingenious " dovices,
and - brilliantly - illuminated by .two or three
hundred ' Chinese lanterns. The effect among
the trces and evergreens was grand, while the
larga  bonfires  “around - the ‘outside of the
camp completed the magnificence of the scene.
Three bands from Gen. BUTTERFIELD’S brigade
added to tha awacilenas of tha musis. - The boys, in
every conceivable style of dress, marched, danced,
and caroused in & perfect abandon.  Generals Por-
TER, MARTINDALE, and BUTTERFIELD, with other
prominens officers, were prosent, and Wwore enter-
tained at & sumptuous champagne collation.. Pa-
triotic speeches were mmade, and the party, at a
reaconable howr, separated, after a umigue and
most agreeable entertainment.

Important from Gen, Banks' Column,

THE REBELS, UNDER JACKSON, ABOUT TO
: CROSS THE POTOMAC. - -

Fifty Boats Brought to the River
on Wagons.

SUPPOSED DESIGN ON WILLIAWSPORT;

MOVEMENT OF TROOPS.

h— ]

FIRING HEARD AT FAI:LING WATERS. .

PROGRESS OF GEN. KELLEY FROM ROMNEY |

. TOWARDS WINCHESTER.

indiéatiqng of Active Operations,

FREDERICK, Md., Dec. 17.—Advices from Wil-
exicts along the rives line.  Shols are continually
passing between the enemy and Col. Leonard’s men.
The reports 48 to the enemy’s numbers and inten-
tisna. ave asultradiabssry and unrellable. Qne slate-
ment is that Gen. Jackson, with his brigade largely
reinforced, is'at Falling Waters, but other intelli-
gonce does not appear to corroborate it. It is eyi-
dent that Gen. Keliy’s advance from Komnay to-

the railread from Cumberland to Haneook, to
with the rebent movements of Can. Busls adluma,
Bas caused great consteruation on the other side.
Gen. Kelly has daily skirmishes with the rebsl ad-
vanced guard, but he progressed slowly and steadily
towards Winchester, If it ko true that the Straus-
burg and Winchester railway ¢onnection has been
completed, the enemy will undoubtedly reccive
heavy reinforcements immediately, aud-a bard-

result.
FrEDERICK, (Md.,) Dec. 18.—A . gentleman, ar-

rived from Williamgport lata last night, rapaytsthiat

HIGHLY IMPORTANT FROM THE SOUTH,

TWO REBEL STEAMERS CAPTURED
. NEAR MOBILE.

CORDITION OF THINGS IN NEW ORLEANS.

The Federal Troops Near Little
Rock, Arkansas.

[Special Despatch to ¢ The Press.”|

Lou1sviLLE, Dec. 18.—The steam gunboat New
London has just come in, having captured fwo
steamers and two schooners near Mobile. Lieut.
Reed commands the New London. Well done
for her!

The New Orleans Delea of 25th November says:
1.800 families were supplied at the free market
yesterday—an Incroase of one hundred families
during last week.

The Delia also says: The Federal troops are
near to Littlo Rock, where they can it out an ex-
pedition, and, descending the Arkansas river, will
capture New Orleans, leaving Generals Pinrow
and Porx behind them. ~

FROM MISSOURI
ADVANCE OF GENERAL POPE'S DIVISION.

Expected Surprise of Rebels at
Cinton.

JerreRrsoX  CITY, Dec.” 18.—Gentlemen who
1oft Hen}y county on Sunday, say that Giinwu, the
county seat of that county, was in possession- of
from- 8,000 to 8.000 rebels, most of whom - were
from Drice’s Tebel camp at Qsceola, and the balange
recruits from the northwestern counties. = They
were perseouting - Union men and plundering pri-
vate property.” . These informants also say that late
on Sunday evening they met the advance guard of
General Pope’s division, threo miles from Clinton.
They think that the rebels were entirely ignorant
of the approach of our troops, and express the be-
liof that they have boan . surpeizad a8d cut: off
Osceola is about twenty-five miles south of Clinton,
and if our isformants’ statements be correct, a very:
rapid advance of Generals Pope’s and - Stecle’s di-
vislons hus doubuless boen made upon Frice’s head.
quartera.

Advices from Lexington are to the effect that
gsince General Prentiss threw a few shells into that
town tha rebela have been very severe towards the
Union men, searching and plundering their houses,
and threatening to burn them.

THE WAR IN KENTUCKY.
A MOST BRILLIANT ACHIEVEMENT.

THE FIGHT AT MUMFORSDVILLE,

4,060 REBELS ROVTED BY 350 FEDERALS,

LotisviLLE, Dec. 18.—~The recent engagement
at Mumfordsville, briefly rapartad ia ths despatches
of yesterday, proves,  when the dispropurtion of
nambers is considered, to have been the most
brilliant vietory yet achieved:

Four companios, of about 350 mon, of Col. Wil-
lich's regiment, led by Lieut. Col. Van Weber,
drove back over 3,000 rebel cavulry, artillery, and
infaptry, e

They were first attacked by a regiment of Texas
eavalry, whom they repulsed and followed, when
they. were drawn into an ambush and fred at from
all gidea by the rabal infantey. i

The Federals returned the fire vigorously, and
stood their ground until the rebels fell back, leaviag
all their dead and most of their wounded on the
ficld,

No reinforcements reached Colonel Van Weber’s
command, as reported yesterday, until after the
engngement Was over.

Captain Stone’s Lounisville battery supported the
Federals ‘from the north side of Greenm river.
The  firing. was at very long range, from rifled
sashei. Four other companics were vn the south
side -of the river, but engaged as pickets a mile
and a quarter distant from the scene of action.

Amopg the Federalg killed were Lioutenant
Sachs;, of Cincinnati, who_himself hnd killed eight
men with two revolvers, but finally reeeived nine
bullets from the rebels. R

.Among the killed were also Henry Joser, Richard
Whey, Pred. Shoemaker, John Shambrose, and
Peter Smith, all of Cincinsati. * The remains of the
last-named will be sent to Cincinnati to-morrow.

Of the Toxas Ransers sigly-qu Were kiuﬂd’ bae
sides Col. Perry.” The number of the wounded is
unknown, but it is supposed to have been large.

The Federal forges huried their dead.

Fourteen rebel horses were found dead on the
field, and three rebels taken prisoners.

Parties who have just arrived from- the scene of
the fight raeport that, yestarday and ts-day, slxty—

lvane , i pipe dead and wounded rebels were found in the
wards Winchester, and the approaching opening of : =

ther

busbes. -

The Federal loss was 10 killed "on the spot, 7
mortally wounded. and thirtass  sthiswlse wotind-
o) f thoze mortally wounded four have since

1ed.

The rebels lost a colonel, a captain, and a liou-
tenant.

e Federal foroes on the south side of the Green
river - have been considerably augmented, bat the
report of a general crossing of Federalsto the south-
ward, which was current yesterday, is denied. This

. movement will not probably tulea pluss Hll the
fought battle of considerable magnitnda be the -

Gen. Jackson’s brigade, largely reinforced, and -

supposed to amount to 9,000 men, was at Falling

Waters. ‘At nine o’clock last evening . fifty-one |
wagous, belonging to the robels, were backed down :

to the shore, and & boat from each was qaietly
launched into the river.

large sie, for the transportation of Jackson's are !
tillery. At this. juteture, out informant left for :

Two of the boats were of |

Gen. Banks' headgquarters. He thinks that Jack- |
son’s object i3 to cross over and make a dash on .

Willinmsport, and geenre the stores and armothara.
He informed Col. Leonard of ail that was transpi-
ring, and thinke that the latter has taken full pre-
cautions to prevent it, by moving the stores, etc.,
to a more ssvnre placy, and that ho also 100K steps
to concentrate all his available force to preveat the
passage of the river. Our informant passel the
Fifth Connectiout Regiment cn route for Williamse
port, two miles northwest of Boonsboro, and sizteen
miles from Williamsport, and Best's battery less
than a mile in the rear. ‘
Later intalligenss states that Best's hattery
reached Williamsport at 6 o’clook A. M., having
d the C cticut regiment on the. route.
Our informant met at Dam No, 4, yesterday, &
degerter from Jockson’s brigade, a: resident fom
Rappabannock county, Va., who said Juckson had
not less than 15,000 men, but this is considersd an
ewvuggeratlon by our informant; who had' for sme
hour & good view of Jackson’s whole commaad.
The deserter stated that Jackson's: regulars, in-
cluding & Georgia regiment which had just joined

Lim, were determined to go 10 the dovil wish their | . I :
; BRITISH SPECULATION ON THE AMERICAN

commander, but the militia were equally obstinste
in refusing to cross the river. - .

This morning, on the receipt of this intelligemie
by General Banks, orders were issued .to the Thid
Brigade, under General Williams, to: be prepared
to perform & forced march to Williamsport, ata
moment’s notise, but up ta 10 slalssle this inoinicg
the brigade had not moved, but was in readiness to-
leave at any time.

Later.—It is reported on the street {hal ofe
Tegiment only is sbout to move, which indieatis
that Jackson has not sufficient "strength to execufe
his threat, but has probably tried the experiment
and mat with a cheelr. :

Firing was hcard at 6 o’clock, the hour at whick
Best’s Battery had probably reached the river op-
posite Falling Waters. ~Pussengers by the Hagers.
town stage, which lefy at ¢ o’clock, heard ramors
of firing at Falling Waters, and -2 thousand other
reports are afloat, but nothing authentio.

To protect the operations of the Baltimora and :
Ohio Railrond, as well asto be prepared to repel -
! necegeary to preserve the good relutions betwees Eng-

Jackson, should he make a general ‘demonstration
against. Col. Leonard, Capt. Best’s battery and the
Pifth Connsstisut, Col. Perry; were thiv morning
despatehed to Williamsport, and will reach there
enrly to-morrow. Other regiments are prepared to
follow if their presence should become necessary.

Tha review of the First Brigade, General Aber-
crombie, yesterday, was highly creditablo. It may
be admissible to particularize the Massachusetts
Second, Colonel Goxvlon, and the vaifvh, Golonel
‘Webster, as having received great credit from the
staff. The Indiana Sixteenth has greatly improved
since the last review. The Iennsylvania Thirtieth,
although a small Togiment, performed all its move-
ments. in a manner creditable to the officers and
men. The First Maryland, Col. Kenly, of General
Coaper’s brigade; will ba reviewad to:day near the
village of Fairview.

The division hospital has now become fully or-
ganized by Surgeon King, medioal director of the
division, - The wedical roport of -1ast weel shows a
decrease of cases, and almost a total absence of new
cases. The regiments along the river, from the
Peint of Rocks to Haneock, are the healthiodb of
the divigion. -

Almost every regiment are building . bagements
to their tents of split logs, the tents ' themselves
fopmsing tha woaf.  This #5da haz Lasa Fecommgnd-
ed by the- Sgpitary Commission 8- superior to all
others in point of warmth and ventilation.. The of-
ficers’ quarters are generally floored and heated
'Wwith emyll stoves.

A report was current yesterday that Gen. Stone
wasvictorious yesterday in an. engagement near
Edwards’ Ferry, but hos not baen confirmed.

The general court martial tricd several deserters
yoeterday, and others under the same charge are
before it to-day. Itis believed that they will be
convicted and savouted,

The Queen's Special Messenger.
Bavtivory, Dec. 18.—Captein Seymour, the
Queen’s sproial meszengor, arrived hora thio even:
ing, by the express train, ut T o’olock, and left for

Wachington on a special train at half past 7.

Qreen river bridge, on which a large force is now
en%aged in reconstructing, is ﬁnisheg.

he rebels sent a flag of truce to-day, asking per-
mission to inter their dead,

The postmaster At Somerget writes on his way-
bill of the 17th that Zollicoffer, with seven thousand
men, had erossed the Cumberland river,and was
entrenching hiwself. i

Tha Thirty fivat Ohls and two East Tonnessoe re-
siments had arrived at Somerset, making the Fe-

eral force about equal to that under Zollicoffer.

ONE DAY LATER FROM EUROPE.

ARRIVAL OF THE JURA AT PORTLAND.

Continued Agitation of the Trent
Q,uestion.

MR. ADAMS REGARDS RIS RECALL
" INEVITABLE.

f

A LETTER FROM GEN. SCOTT,

#i%, GOBDEN ON m'n’nm.
THE PURPOSES OF NAPOLEON.

THE QUEEN'S PROCLAMATION.

More Troops to be Sent to Canada.
ALL SEAMEN ORDERED TO JOIN THEIR SHIPS,

NAYY.

i
w3
-2

PorrLAxd, Dec. 18.—The steamer Jura-arrived here
this morning from Liverpool, with dates: to the §th, and
Lendonderry dates to the 6th, | i R

Warlike preporations continue, in’ England, and a con-
gidorable numbaor of trooog Are unday sydass fox Uanada.

Tho London Dasly Néws thinks that if the Amecican
Government will treat the difficulty in the same spirit ag
Gin. Scott, war may be avoided. ik

The scnmen on leava are ordered to join their ships.

Tt ie reported thal My Adiiis the American Minivien
regards Warecall inevitable,

The ‘American shipping intereat was already disastrous-
1y affected. - . - : )

The steamships Edinburgh and Nova Scotian arrived
st o8 Lhe 18thdnst. 7 N

GREAT BRITAIN.

The excitement relitive to tha Tren! affair continues
unabated. The stock market, on the 9th, was more heavy
and wnsettled than ever,

§liThe Vuited States consul ot Taris hiad comimunicated
to the Froench papers a letter froin General Scott, in
which be declares that there i3 no truth in the report
thut the Washingtou Calinet had orcered the geizure of
the Southern Commissioners, oven under the’ protaction
of & neutrat fag, 1Ia I8 quite ignorant ol what will bs
the decision of his Government, but says that it ia

land and ‘America. He hopes that the Govermnénts
will agree on a solytion of the auestion whether the pris
Aenerd were contraband or not, - I[ they were the agents
of the rebels, he says it will ' be difficult to convince even
impartial min®s that they were less” contraband of war
tlian rebel soldiers or cannon. In conclusivn, General
Scott expresses his conviction that war between England
and America cannot tike piaco witoout A mMore serioud
provocation than ic at prosent givan,

The London Star thinks that General Scott’s letter
will receive a hearty response in England as a message
of peace p :
The London .Times says that General Scott, like his
countrymen, is rather inclined to disavow the concoption
of the outrage, than to repudiate it now that it hus been

done.

1t is reported - that rebel aud United Statos privateora
nTe cruising at the entrance of tha English channel.
i8 said that the Admiraity has ordered two ships to pro-
reed immediately to the Weat Indies to act as a convoy
to the West India mail steamer. )

The strength of the American navy is being canyissed
in Boglwndy The London 7Times sRYS thaly Although
the whole United States navy. scarcely .presentd a
dozen worthy antagonists, yet it would be 1q1prudeut in
the extreme to despise the power of the Americans at sea.
‘We have done thig onige and pajd the cost of our thought.
Jestners, - The Amoricans will do litiley but that: Httls
will be dono well, They will give our henvy squadrons
a wide berth and concentrate their effurts on single
Vesrele, N )

The Paris Temps is -also informed that, in case the
Amyrican  Governmont vofuses to give satistactiony thie
FEnglieh Cabinet has resolved to recall Lord Liyous from
‘Washington, recognize the Pouthern Confedoracy, and
rajse the Dlockade of the Southern ports. vl!:ngmm] would
not then declare war, but leave it to the United Statos to
40 av thoy plonnt. )

A Piivy Gomicll was held nt Windsor ou the 4th in-
stant, and a roysl proclamation was immediately igsued,
prohibiting the sxport of arms, amwunition, and military
gtores, and also lead, . )

The proclamution was in timo to stop Iarge quantliics
of ar.us in course of shipment to tho United States,
~ It was rumored that the export of saltpetro to certain
ports. will be penuitted under bouds that it is not for
transhipment. -

The Yrayis corrospondent of the Daily News learns
that when My. Slidell was taking leave of his wife, on
board the Trent, ho placed his dvspatches in her hand;
told her to go to her cabin, sit at the porthole, and that
if wn attempt wag made to take the bux from her, to
drop it into the so8.  NIrs: Slidell obeyed hiy ordars, was
not moleasted, and tcok the despatches safely to England.

At a banquet given to Mr, Bright, at Rochdale, a letter
was read from Mr. Cobden, in which he urged & susgen-
sion of judgmeént in the Slidell nnd - Mason affair until it
wan kinewa—whether the Americon Goveramont duthor
rized the acty and - if 80, on what ‘grounds they Justified
it. The Jetter adde; the matter in dispute must be deci-

ded now by British international law. If the American
Government should assume the regponsibility of the act,
we phould claim for the reasoning of their legul advisers,
some considorations which they are bound to piva to the
arguments of the British Iaw officers.

Hostile demonstrations are being medo in varions
parts of England towards the United States, One was
mage at Bristol on the accasion of tho departure of an
Armstrong battory for Canada,

FRANCE.

The Taris Palric learns that in November the Sar
Jacinto searched a French, & Danish, and & Portugueso
vessel.  Those facts, saya the Patrie, are important, as
proving that tha Washington Cabinet fancivs that it has
the power te sxobelse the right of search to the full
oxtent.

Bpeculations from France represent the predominant

tone of ferling favorable to the reconsilistion of Bagland
and Americn.
1.1t Ia reported thnt tho French ministor at Wnslington
o reported to hin Govornment o refisal on tho purt of
the Washington Cabinet to deliver up dmspiches ad-
dressed from Parig to the French consuls at New Ocleans
and Charleston,

‘The Continental news is of i

The Dacta lourss oo aHght importance.

The Patrie says that the arrest of the Maronite agent

of France, in Lebanon, is an assault which the Governe
ment must resent.

XXXVITH CONGRESS-PIRST SESSION,

Waaniwnrow, Dec. 18, isa,

SENATE.

Mr. TEN EYCK, of New Jersey, prosonted a petition
for the estublishment of an armory on Burlington island,
New Jersey.

Ms THRUMBULL, of Yhinols, presented the petition of
several Lundred  eitizens of Bt. Loniz, laborers on the
public works, asking that the severnl amounts due thein
bo paid,

Mr. DOOLITTLE, of Wiseonsin, prescnted several
patitions for tha smansipntish of slaves. . :

Mp. SUMNER, of Mawiachusotts, preseutod the poti-
tion of citizcns of Vermont for, the repeal of the fugitive
slave law.

Mr SAULSBURY, of Delaware, offered a resolution,
asking the' Savretnsy of Wik 't fuirndsh the Senate a
copy of the proclamntion of General Phelps to the logal
citizeng of the Southwest, and by what nuthority it was
mudel - Laid over.

Mr, TEN EYCK introdu ed a Lill for the establigh-
ment of an armory on Binlinatan ialand, New Jaracy:

Mr. DOOLITTLE introdsiced a bill for the collection
of _¢irect taxes in insurrectionary districts. Jt provides
for taking land in. such districta to pay the direct tax,
and that the President shall, befors the 224 of Februury
noxt; make - nroclamotion, sgaslleélng what datrdicts aro
in auch jiugurrection, the ownors to bave the power of re-
demption.

Mr. SUMNER offered a resolution that Trusten Polk
is now.a traitor to the United States, and that lie ba ¢x-
pelled from the Senate, Keferred to the Committes sn
tho Judigiary,

Mr. W1LSON offered a resolution that the Military
Committeo he instructed to inquire if any legislation was
npccnsn&‘y to correct ;avél;l} whi:lzlé uﬂ: exiatlin the condi~
tion and management of the military hospitals

Mz POGTRE, of Uonnestiont, n{mve\{’ ’ ib"iu@g rﬁﬂpdttl?é
case of the contested ncat of the Senator from Kansas.
The report of the Judicinry Committee is that Mr. Stan-
ton is entitled to the seat. -

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, asked that a memorial be raad;
alon, an ardas feshi the War Departuwest, He sajd tho
committeo did not have beforo them a correct copy of the
papor called an appeintment.

Mr. SUMNER, of Massachusetts, thought the cage
should be r itted to the i

My COLLAMER, of Vermont, moved that the aubjoct
bo recommitted to the Committee ou the Judiciary,

Mr. FOSTER thonght there were no new facts in the
memorial sufficiont to refer the case again to the coin-
mittee.

Aftur acme dluzission, the subject was 1 tted,

A communication was received from the War Depart-
ment, transmitting the ord. rs of General Halleck.

The resolution - offered Ly Mr, Sumner, that the army
shall not be used to surrender fugitive slaves, was taken

up.

A1, AUMNER cald hehad receiveq loiters complaining
of abuses of this kind in thoarmy. He sail Brigadier
General Stone was adding to his achievement at Ball’a
Bluff by busying himself in surrendering sluaves. He had
made Massachusetts soldiers do this vile duty. The Go-
vernar f Massachuuetts has already complained of this
otitraze, ard it must be stapped,

Mr. COWAN, of Ponnsylvania, thonght one great
{roullle was, that every general thought he mmuat make
dectarations as to wi at he will do in a contingencey which
never ariceg.. Ho thought tha geierals had no right to
settlo the question who was tho owner of a sluve; ani the
wlolo maiter should be left to the authority of the Ex-
ecutive, and need not be put on the statute-book. The
fact that the army wad in the rebel States waa -ullicicnt,
and wo muat tuka tha natuesl 2ssult which comod from
snch fact without special legislation for emancipation and
confiscation. Ho thousht wo had nothing todo with these
questions -in the Senate. We are only keeping up an
angry agitation.

The rerolution woaa asvecd ts.

The resolution offered Ly Mr. Latham, of Califor-
nia, asking the Sccretary of State why pagaports were
required of oassengers from New York toSan Francisco,
wus taken up,

Mr LATHAM contended that passportz shonld not
be required from passengerd going to A loyal Stata like
California, . The passengers were abliged to pay enor-
mou]a tax for tke passports, which goes into private
hands. :

The resolution was adopted.

After an exccutive svgaion the Sonato aijournods

HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES,

Mr. DAVWES, of Massachusetts, from the Committee
on Flectionr, roporteida reolution that Charlos Henry
Foster I8 not ontitled to a geat in this Conhgress, either
from the First or Second district of North Carolina.

Mr. DAWES paid that the committee had porsued. the
investigation so far as to bLe entirely satisfied that tie
cJaim was founded un. impozition, ana 8s wall sgtisfled of
thig fact wae Me. Foster hinself that he had voluntarily
abandoned the rlaim:. The resolution was adopted

Mr. WALTON, of Vermont, from the Committea on
Printing, reported a resolution, which was adopted, to
print fiva thoueand eapiss of tha Fepoit of the sveclal
comnngittee to inquire into contracts. with the evidence,
and ten thousand ¢ opies without the evildence,

The House resumed the conslderat’on of the bill to se-
cure howesteads for actual settlers, to heads of families,
or thore who have minined twenty:one years of azo, and
arc vitizens of tho Tuited States. or have filed their in-
tention to become such.  The provisions are extended to
all who huve performed servico in suppressing the rebel-
lion,” In lie_u of bounty land, the three-months volun«
teers, or their- legal heirsy are te receivo 0, in addition
te e Tight of homeaivads and all who hiave served gix
montha $160.

Mr. HOLMAN, of Indiana, proposed an amendment,
externding the” bounty-land act of March, 1855, to those
engaged in the present war,

AUr. VALUANDIGHADN, cf. Ohin,: opposwl - it, eon- -

tending tnat it would strike a death-blow at the antire
homestend policy, consume every ncra already siirveyed,
aud benofit the soldiers only to the extent of what they
can receive frem the gale of their warrants, - Ho advo-
wated the original bill, A -

Mr. COYQDE, of Pennsylvania, offored & modification
of Mr. Holman’s amendment, which the latter accepted
that the provisions of tha. bill shall not take effect uatil
ong year after its paasage. g

T FDWALRDS, of New Hampshire,” advocated tha
amendment, and asked whether we shiould not extend to
those now engageit as much liberality as we have to the
so!diore_who fought in previous wars,

Mr, VANDEVER, of Towa, waa for confining: tho
lands vo acinal petslprs,.  In opposing the amendment,
he eaid the hounties wounlid innre to specolating Shylocks,
anid not to {he sokl'er, who would becotne their prey.

Mr. DIORRILL, of Vermont, said that in ordinary
tinics he would vote for a homestead bill, bus it would bhe
ts;:fcidai now T¢ veio for SUGH b sweeplny moasure Jko

18,

Mr. POTTER, of Wisconsin, who reported the bill, spake
in its t. Iftheh tead policy. was wise hereto~
fore, it was assuredly so mow, Tt showld have been
adopted years ngey and weald bave suved onitivae
tors from the impositien of large capitalists who have
me nopolized the lands,

The debate was contipued by - Mesars. Julian (N.Y.),
Fensenden (Me ), Roscos Conkling (N. Y.), Argold (i),
and Kelley (Pul), the latter sayiug thnt the couniry is
now in & Hlurry about & foreigu war, but on this subject
his son! wastirannuil. - He believed there would be none,

Mr. CRITTENDEN, of Kentucky, doubted  whether
it was prudent to pass this bill. It was by credit alone
thatwé con malnlain the mighty struggle in wiich wo
are engnged, and it was the part of wisdom to take care
of the means to sustain onr credit. Throughnut the
world lauded security “is considered the heat, e ro-
peated that it would be ill-timed. whea we are engagod
in the avoatoot war tho world sveit 245, bu pass this bilt,
By deing a6 we would be acting generously, when it isas
much aswe cando to act justly, s Pay your debts before
you give.”” “This was a maxim on which we should prac-
tise. Before ndopting such a mcasure, let us make sure
of the sslvation of our country. Lat ud stedla all ous
energios 10 that objeet ih mon, mroney, and means.

Mr. LOVEJOY, of 1llinois, supposed that it was un-
derstood that the motion which had been made to post-
pope the Lill would result in ita final defent.” [Cries of
#tNal no! no 1. Ho had no doubt susk was thé picpose
of the motion, ’

Mr. BINGHAM, of Ohio, while always disposed to re-
gard with respect the utterance of the gantleman from
Kentucky (Mr. Crittenden), felt constrained to differ
from him in_his conclugionse=namely: that the affact of
the pessage of the homestead bill would ¢ransfer from the
Government its property ae a basia of eredit.

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING entered his proteat againat
Mr. Lovejoy’s imputation that thrse who favored a post-
ponement desired tha defeat of the bill.

Mr. GOLFTAX, of Indiana, said that, whehaver it
would: be in order, he would move to amend the bill, by
providing the granting of boanty lands to soldiers, or
their widows, of 160 ncres, on any pablic lands opon to
nresemption or ontry at @195 ar lass par aével Lo pro-
vida - homosteads of eighty acres to actual settlers on' the
lands recerved from railroad grants, and now open to
oentry at $2,50 per acre.

The further coneideration of this bill was poatponed
till the first Monday in February, by a voto of 88 againat

0 NAYS

_Mr. STEELE of New Jersey, prosented a memorial

from Lieut. Craven, asking indemunity for tha lous he

sustained while surveying the Isthmus of Darien.

" Mr. STEVENS, of Penpeylvanis, from the Committes

up"“‘tyn and Means; reported the civil appropriation
i

Also, a bill approwriating & million of dollars for gun-
boats ju the Western waters, In addition to former sums
approprinted, The Jatier bill waa pagsed, -

Tiic House went into Gommities of the Whols on the
state of the Unioh, Mr. Washburne, of Ilinois, in the
chair, and took up the bill for the payment of invalid
and other pehsions.

The bill was amended, on motion of Mr. BLAIR; of
Diirsourk &0 that no pension shall ba paid under this act
to any person engaged in the present: rebellion against
the Unitea States, or wha in:any way hag given aid and
c mtfort to those engnged in the rebellion. The bill was
snbrequently passed o o

‘The Housn passed 0 bill anthorizing and requiring the
Secretary of War to pay to the officers and men hereto-
fore actually employed or mmstered into service in the
Western or - Missouri Dlilitary Departmeut the pay and
bounty as in regular enlistments, This eovers the forces
wnder Gep, Fremont and otlicr conunancing generals.

Mr STEELE, of New Jersey, offered o resolution,
which was pussed, that_ the ‘select committee on the al-
leged cantract abuses be requested to innuire as to the
policy of avolishing sutlerships, or regulating the syatem
in acenordunce with the Tequirements and protection of the
Boldicrs,

Mr. COLFAX, of Indiang, called atteation to a com-
murication from the Post Office Department, stating that
it has been - ascertained that members of Congress frox
Gwently @Te ¢RTPIPpSE 10 COVEr MOtV UDKNOWN T0 Them,
axd that tranked-letter envelopesy, without any address,
are Leing circulated among the cawps and sold by sutlers
at from one to two cents aepiecs; that franked envelopes
are sent to merchants in various parta of the gountry to
svver shelr ewn sorrvepondencs in return, 8nd tLAL Tranks
are forged.

Mr. COLFAX hoped that this simple statentent of facts
wonld correct the abuses, .

Without further legirlation the House adiournod:

England Asks an Explanation, but makes
no Demand for the Surrender ot the
Prisoners.

Waw Yorx, Dew 1§—The Hroning £osl loarns from
commiercial letters of the highest character, from Lot
dony that tho British Goverument proposes.to sesk ex
planations of the Trent affnir, and perhaps an apology
will bs asked for an * irregulsr procerding,” but no
mentlon in: made of o demand for the gurrender of tho
rebel - prisonevs. The Euglish . writers of these lettors
hope that the subject witl be treated by us with patience
and {n a kindly spirit.

From dan Francisco.
THE FLOOD STDYIDING.

San Fraxcisco, Dec. 17.—Sacrameuto i3 pow mostly
out of water.

Tuftuentinl partion of that eity hava advssated that the
monay already appropriated to pay tae intercst on the
city debt be uged for meeting the expense of building an
embankmeoent to preve: t another inundation.

Tho proposition was defeated through the aclion of &
public moutine, whow the laading altsens subsaellad
£40,000. The Junuary interest on the Sacramente bonds
will be paid.

T 16 people of 8an Francisco will send $50,000 towards
relieving the Sacramento sufferers. AR

The_murkety age excited on ncapunt of possible war
with England. here bave been large salos of rico,
candlee, whisky, and coffee, to arrive.

Rutter is dull at 28@30c. - Drills have advunced ; saleg
at 12} c. R

Rauilmd, shup Conlest, for Hong Kony.

et
From Fortress Monroo.

Fontrrss Monuor, Dec. 17, vin Bulimore._Tha
stewnship. Consfifutions Coptain Av To Fletchor,. aited
for Pocton at 12 o'clock last night. Xt 32 supposed that
the will there take on hoard- three other regiments for,
some point on the Southern coast. ... . e

Phe . Bultimore boat bronght down this morairig 101
men, the greater number belonging te the' Spvputysninth
New York Liogimenty whe huve beon dischhrged fronl the

Twokpitaly, Ana nre vvout to reiuin thy . rogizabut at Port

Royal on the first oppostunity. .

THE CITY.

AMUBEMENTS THIS EVENING.

AMERTCAN ACADEMY OF Musio—~Broad and Loeust
strecta—¢ Grand Cubas Matineo.”

WHEATLEY'S CONPIXEXTAL THEATAR—Walngt siroot,
above Eighth,—'*The 8 hern i Ty Bea and
Lund”—« Tho Caturact of the Gangoy.”

ARCH-BrRERT THEATRR—ATrch street. abova Sixth.—
“The Love Chage"—+ One-ITundred-Pouni Note.”

WALNUT-BTREET THEATRE—NIND and Walnut ots—
«The Four Phantoms”—* The Mummy”’—*¢ Freaumpe
tive Evidence.”

TEMPLE OF WoNDERS—N. E. corner Tenth and Oheat-
nut streets.—Bignor Blitz’s Entertainment.

- e——

Tun Ihwon-Scnoon  DiFricurry.—The in-
voluntary resignation of Dr. McMurtria and Professor
Gerard, of the High-Schnol faculty, is creating con-
siderablo excitemont among the Alumni of the institu-
tion, Having convorsed with a numbar of tham, wa ses
ub liverty to state that gome decigive action will be taken
on the matter atthe meeting in Fobruary noxt. Wa nlso
learn that resolutions will be offered at the nextmeetingof
the Board of Gontrol aud High-School Freulty, expresung
appreciation of the past high sorvices of tho twa gantis”
men, and thanking them for their unwavering devetion
to the interests of the schoul during the long perivd of
their counection with it,

Dr. McMurtrie has besn identified with the High
Schoo] for ypwarda of twenty years, During that time
hie had collecicd for the profit of the pupils, and at his
own expense, & cabinet of rare and valuable mineralo-
gical, physiological, and botanical specimens, It hag
Leen appraised at 812,500, yet we are reliably informed
that it han been offered to the city for $5,000 or for a
yourly fontal of 8388 Thero are faw gensiemen in the
land so skilled In natural science, and. in the art of fn-
parting its lessons to the mind of youth, us br. McMur-
trie.  With his literary attainnients he public is well we-
quainted. - TIis o Seientitic Lexicon® §s now 8 standard
worke aviig been in ues 6 the wohool for many ysars;
while the trantation of @ Cuvier's Regne Animal” was
proucunced at the time of its publication to ba one of the
most valun- la acgnisitionn to the American student. Hia
worth has thus come to be appreciated ws well by parent
83 by pupil and wo have svorywhors Leurd rogrot that
the services of 8o many years should at lengih moet such
unseemly recognition at the hands of the Boagnl,

Prof. Gerard had been connectied” with the school about
four years; and had not less endeared himself to pupils
and fellow-professors. Hu is a nutive of Franca, bt {n
carty manhood emigrated to thiv connlry fur political
reasons. He i gtill in the prima of his years, and las
few equals as a preceptor or polishied gentieman.

Prof. . Vogdes has refused to resign  his position” untit
the Fioard fhall bring gonte gpocific elassit € 3infit-ees
Bgninst himy accompanied with substantlating testimony.
In this position ho is sustained by the unanimous verdiet
of tho Alumni Association. - Mr. Vogdas js the author of
several standard mathematical works, which have heen
introduced ints the Migh and Gragunar Schools, “Ho has
r{mhntained, for a setiod Of YETH an e3ilted roputation
tor legal ability, and i3 still in the enjoyment of yuite an
extensive practice,

It ia not imprehiuble that the Board of Control may re-
fuse. to sanction the action of ita committee in this mat-
tor, amd vefis 3 dsecpt the reslignations whish have
been tendered.  This would be no'inore than justice to
tho aggrieved professors, sithough we doubt whether
they could be now induced, under any . circumstances, to
return to their respective positions,

The note inviting them to easizn dpastled the Acst of
January, 1862, na thie day upon which their resignatinns
should tuke effect. They decided, howuver, not to avail
themselves  of this merciful concesasion to their feslings,
and at once vacated thieir oflices.  The constjusnces are,
that the studies of mathematics, apatoniy, snd physio-
logy, apd. the Freuel lanzudge, liave been suspended in
the High School, and it is doubtful whether examinations
in those departments can be held until new professors are
elected.

The thirtv.uinth meaduating slausg resvet exéeedingly
that the names of tho three gentleinen will not be at-
tuched Lo therr. diplomas.

- e —— e

Tur CHESTNUT-STREET BrIDGE.—Yesterday
in the Court of . Niet Prius, Jystice Rond, the cadn of the
Bourd of Port Wardeps v Thu Gity of Philadelphia,
auid Flanigan vo. Same, was brought up

In equity... Two bills praying an injunction to prevent
{lie construction of tha Chestnut-atreet Bridgé upon the
plan proposed, on the ground that it -would proye an ohs
stitictlan to the free navization of the river whuyikill,

The answer filed by the ¢ity in tho form of an afidavit
by Stricklaud Kueass, after setting forth the various acta
of -Aesembly passed authorizing the construetion of a
bridge over the Schuylkill river at Chestout etreet,
BAYH!

And deponent . i adviecd that the city of Philadelphin,
and those ‘acting uuder ler, have the Iawful power to
construct the bridge over the river Schuylkill at Chest-
nut street without the congent of the compluinants, and
thet cnid  compliliiits have no power iw preveut the
erection of 8 bridge anthorized by the Commonwealth, or
to licemse the erection of a bridge, in pursuance of their
general gtatwtory. power conferred upon them by the
Comrmnnwenrlth, but that their - jurisdiction is confined to
tho extenaion af wlasves fnte the navigable watlera in
the county of Philndelpbia, whén the same. is sought to
be dane by those who are riparian owners. .

The answer to. the bill filed by Mr, Flanigan, com-
plaining of the proposed bridge as an interruption of the
free pitvigition of the river Schuylkill; roe tos the not of
Assemnbly ns in the other hill. It thon asserts that the
rian adopted ¢ aftords ut all. times a clear and nninter-
rupted paserge for the watcer of the river, greater than
that existing at the bridge at Market strect.”

And deponent further saith that, 42 far 89 the hnais

ness of using sicamboniy for 1he TOWIng of DArgos loadod
with coal may exist on said rivery that thio erection of
said Uridge will not in the least interfere with the
amount - of the navigation, though it may in a slight de«
gree change the mode; that deponent is aware of yo
reagoti” Which would prevent a ‘sivambont towing ten
barges after the¢ erection of said bridgo at one time, it
the rame is 80 dono now, for the reason that throe tiers
of barges, three abreast, with one alongside of tho pro-
pelling Imat, would cover an -area fitty-four feet wide
by four bhundreq feet in dungthy which could easily
pass. under  sall bringe, und  that dcponent beliaves
thai the course of the river Schuyikill, ut or aubout Chest-
nut sireet, will allow an . arrangement of thiy kKind to
he as' easy for navigation when eaid hridgo  shatl le
erected as it now s thvough the Lridges ot - Gray’s
Ferry and Pentose Ferry, and that, in the course of erecs
tion under the direction of the Peunsylvania Railroad, as
the widest opening at Gray’s Ferry, throngh which tow-
boats can pase, is one hundred and one feef, and the
draw of thae came affaeds anly BMy-feet three inshes ho-
tween floatlng guards, aud the widest opening at the
Pennsylvania Railroad bridge is one hundred and-fifty
feet at low water, aud Letween the draw piers the width
is peventy-five feet. :
_ Theys wag gonws dimsusalan Lalwssn dounsel and the
Judge in vegard to the probability of earrying the case to
the Supreme {‘ourt. Mr. Campbell, for the complaine
auts, said that the case would go up. Judge Read then
suggested that there was no necessity to-argne the case
now, andl et an Ly presslsh of splulon s bat that the billy
ghould be dismisseq, and the case pat in'a positiva to e
heard befure the S8upreme Court, st the session in Janu-
ary -next. This was agreed to, ani in order to allow
counsel to prepare the cuse in shupe, the court adjourned
the onge until to-duy. :

CoxrEDERATE MACKEREL THIEVES.— Ser-
geant Alexander, of the First-ward police; on' Tuecsday
nigbt, captured . fonr youtha namod Jamea Iaweeinz,
Geerge - Fictcher, Winfinld (Cade, and Bewjginln Lawia,
who have heen extensively engaged in petty thieving in
thavdistrict. Une of the youngsters gave a little history
of thewr transactions uyon his arvival atthe station-house.
11 appears that shero are ten in the party, and their ageq
Tange ftom twelve tu fifteen vears. They have besn rve-
gulurly organized into u band for thieving purposes for
upwards of & year. Their leaner was dismissed soms-
time since for not s_haring tho piunder properly.. The
operations were carried on from storg to stove aud from
howre te hovary ylhencvor 8o opportiunity offored. Rackea
rel seemed to have been a favyrite article with the young
ratcale. In the crowd were two colored boys, one of
whom was. conriderable of a waz. He would ge into a
grocery store and amuse the nttendants whils & cone
fvdernic would fill a basket with fish from the barrel upon
the outeite.  When arrested, the four were prowling
about suspicionsly in the neighborhood of Fourth and
Borden - streets, - They had vdrevicusly boen amusing
themsclves by robbing pigs of their tails, aml aeveral of
the laiter were found in the yockets of one of the Hoys.
Two of them were in their stocking feet, their boots being
concealed in the bosoms of their companions, The pri-
suners wers held for a further hearing Ly Alderman
Lentz, Cade inn son of Ezekic] Gade, receatly convicted
of passirg countstivis orim

Dearn or 4 WELL-k5owN Crrizexy.—Aaron
Clem=nt, Esq., an old and respected citizen, died at his
regidence 1 thin city yesterday. - Mr. Clomont wag va_
markably genial and urbana in his tiannetd, and teok a
deep interest in the improvement of breods of cattle, on
which subject he was regarded as excellent authority.
He wns, for nearly half a centary, an’active memoer of
the Philadclphin Society for Promoting” Agriculture,
Borved on the exhibition committees, largsly eonteibuted
to make the exhibitions successful, and filled, for two
yerrs, the office of president. The Society, ata meeting
held yesterday, passed the following appropriate resolu-
tion on the occasion of bis deceane: .

Resolved,  That this Society hag loaened with dasp ya.
gret of the death of their late preaident, Aaron C t,
Egq;, an- old and esteenied friend of agriculture, aud the
o.dest member of their body.

Resolved, That thisSociety will attend af the lato roais
dence of the deceased, and participate in the funeral
cercmonics,

——

Tre NEw Orrices:—The office of Commis-
sioner of Righwaya has been removad to the building at
the southwest corner of Fifth and Walunt stieatd. Work-
men 4re now engaged in fitting up the room just vacaied
by the Highway Department, for the use of the Police
and Fire-alarm Telegraph. Yery little alteration will be
necesrary. A larae pole, to diveat the wlres lntc the
window on- Chestnut streot, haa boen put up on the
corner.

Missiox CuareL o St. ANDREW’'S CHURCH.
~Tha ladiss of 8t Asdssw's have an attractive fair now
open in tha Sunday-scheol room in tlie rear of St An-
drew’s Church, Eighth street, near Spruce, and have
met with such success that they nave resolved to con-
tinue it until to-morrow ¢veuing at ten o’clock. The
praconds avs Hor the Dardas ssélety of thae aulssion) to
provide clothing for the poor of the neighborhood. In
these hard times there is nolack of upplications for relief.
The chapel is under the care. of Rev. Richardson Grae
ham, and is located in Thirteenth street, near Prime.

HeLn To ANsweEn.—Before Alderman Beit-
lor, on Tuesdiy afterncon, £. . Williams had a hearing
upen thecharge of attempted roblery at the Merchants’
Hotol It wae tectified tling ha wos huaed toviuz tha
doots of several rooms, ‘about four o'clock on Mounduy
morning.  Williams is also alleged to have comuitted n
robbery at the same place in May last.” He was hela to
answer both charges.

FyNERAT OF Mancorx MacNELLE.—The fu-
neral of Malcolm MacNeille, Jr.,: took place from his
rarents’ residence, South Fifth street, yesterday after-
noon, between -two and thrve o'clock | It was attended
by the facu'ty of the High School. members of the Aluine
ni Association, members of the Young Bachelor’a Glub,
and a large number of the friends and former schoolmutes
of the 1amented deceased.

——————

COLONEL SMALL’S KECIMENT.—Licutenant
William T Baum, of Colouel Small’s Regiment, has re-
ceived instractions to return to camp to attend a general
conrt- martinl, of which he will be the JFudge Advocate,
Tieutenant B. will start for Waehington thia gvaning. Ia
Ting boan in the eity for many weeks past on recruiting
service, and in that cupacity has rendered efticient aid to
the Goverpment, nud is certainly deserving of promotion.
He will retura to the city atter the adjournment of the
cowrtsmartial:

Ter THIRTY-NINTH  GRADUATING Crass oF
THE Hicn ¥cunooL.—Divislon A of the High Scheol,
which yraduates® in February niext, will preve itself on
commencement to bo one of the ablest that ever left
the institution. . The members, twenty-five in munber,
have been photographed in group by Mr.-Fdward €.
Hipple—liimsell & graduate of thd High School, aud one
of the byst griists In the city.

e
Giranp CorLEgk.—The income ﬁ-qint'renlts,
. ted to the majntenance of this institutiot has
%:iq,l ?l?l:l?llished dukl;in;z tha yeur tby ﬂc{’fggh;tnl;;;lgg
d impossible in wany instunced i re ron
?Zi'ﬁefé‘,“b‘r coll%nt the Indelteduess OF teinis, © A more
rigid cconomy in the administration of the institution hag
therefore been rendered necessary. A retreuclunent of
$10,000 during the year bus already becn eftected by the
Committeo on Girard Trasts, hub thiais stilt insnfficient to.

prectude the possibility of vmbarrassment in the future.

B ]

A Rare CoirectioN or Brrps.—Captain
Guorge Taylor, pate-keeper at the Peunsyivania: Hospi-
tal; Eighth street; Abova Pine, hag an hand a sien assaet_
ment of canury birds, macking birds, goldfinches, and
Fancy cuges, which he will dispose of on the most resson-
alle terms.  Thase who have Christmas presents toselect
should pay the Captuin o visit, as they will most certain-
Iy ba euited.

PSP,

Accipeyt —Yesterday, a man, named, Jobn
McQurde, aged * twenty-two yenrs, hud his leftleg fraca
tured: by falling off n scaflold, at tho Montgonwry
House, Sivth aid Willow stesity.  He wad tikion to the
Hospital.

PRSI
Boy Pmownen.—Yesterday  afternoon, an
nunknowp boy, aged about six years, foll into the Dela-
Wath, ob Queen stieit, hod although, the tody waus 7=
covered in-a short thoe, life was extipnet, * Covener Con-
rad held an . itquesty sind had the dody conveyed to the
copzer of Swanson and Queen rtrests for recoguition,

——

FIrGITIVE FROM JUSTICE.— Y ostorday morn«
ing, Detective Bird arrested s man nawmiet John Boweay,
who is chiarred with being a fugitive from justice feom
Massachusetts. 1t appenss . that” he was arrested for a
robbery commiited a3 Fairhavon, Massacliusatta, and waa
Ticld to nnewer the chiape At New Jtedatord | 1ie fied from
his bail, and came b this city, Where he wis urrested.
, 1o was held by Alderman Beitler to awalt a requisition.

Navar Marrens—The vessels now lying
at the navy yard are the Sciofw, Union, Powhatan,
Brookiyn, Tahoms, and Mimmi.  Neacly sll of theee
aro roady for son and will lea¥a in & short time.

The cargo of the prize bark Meaco, consisting of
8,000 bags of coffen, hus beerr sold at pullic swde by
Mesers. Dutilh, Cook, & Co., tho maents of the (igpvern-
ment. 1 he atrendanco wag an_ unniewally larke one, amd
the bidding wpirited. Tho choice dots aolil Tor 18Xc &
pound, while the others bronght 17%c¢ a ponnd. " The
price obtained por pound was considered to he an excel-
lent one. Thesame kind of coffee sold o week ago, at 13
and 14 cents a pound ; the price has beocn Incrensing uu-
til if hing reachod ag high ag 20 288t6i & pound. The rlse
iz partly owing to the acaveity of coffce in the murket,
as o vessel laden with the article has not arrived at tuis
port for at least three months, The news from Kurope
hias also had & corresponding effect upon the prices, It
will be remembered that the bark Meaco wag captared by
the Unitoa stnten plowp-of-war Zroeitym whily sindods
voring to Tun the blockade, A number of othor snles are
announced 10 takn place by the United Stutes Marahml,

Thero are now being constructed, at the works of
Neaflie and Levy, in Kensington, $wo iron steamers, ono
for the Briceon linc of packeiyy and tho other to run
between this city and New York. Kach veguel will he
160 fees long, 24 feet beam, 9 feei holil, and ahout 400
tons burthen, One of them will be supolied with a low-
pressuro engipey with cylinders 92 by 28 inches, Tha
other will have o high pressure engine, and cylinders 25
inches.

Thin firm in also building three jron lighters for the

P Rnilrond Company, ea-h of which will earry
about 200 tans of conl, In the Bame shop & auhmaring
boat i nearly complobed, L6 is of boiler irgn, 45 foot
long, 56 inchea acrosy ami 80 inches deep. It g shap:
like sn exg, and ie designed to operate under warer, the
interior contuining machinery for sinking it, and also te
propel it.
A large engino; intondud £4¢ & 5% efermer now bulld-
ing at tha ghip-yard, for the Phitadelphiu and Boston
Steamship Compuny, will soon be completod  The eylina
dar will be 60 by 44 inchas, and the propeller 15 teot in
diameter.  Tho ship will be of thr annn dize aa the Sazon,
now receiving her cngined nt Noaftio & Lovyhe,

Among the other works S0IRg o1l are fuBr englnes for
boats belonging to Captain Loper, and a steam fire-en-
gine for California.

At Byerly’s ynrd two iron propeliers are being covered
with planking, and their hnlls stronothened. A numbar
of. r:;:ows Tor tha Government ara also to bs bullt at this
yard,

——e——

ARREST OF A FEMALE PICKPOCKBT, —Yester-
iy morning & woman, numed Julin Doilay. aling Mury
Majuneyy aliag Delia Daulup, was aprested by Offieer Do
Haven vupon the charge of pickihg pockets, The com-
plamnant, Mra, Austin, of Germantown, came to the eity
on husivess, and, slhiortly after lesving the post office,
minsed her pocketsbool:, containing u amall Jubs of kicher.
Mrn, - Austin saw Julia neay licr, and aceused her of the
theft, The lntter devied the charge, but tha pocket-book
fell from under hier nrmi, where it was concoiled. The
money also was found on hier preson. The accuaed way

- taken before Alderman Bejther, and committed to answer.
——— R

FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL.

THE MONEY MARRET,
PniLaprLPuiA, Decembor 18, 1861,
Further examination of the colunins of the English

newspapers shows many indications tl at the public mind
thero Is becoming calm Again, undar the react'snary {u-
fluence of the ttuober second thought.® It would renily
seem ar if the penplo wera disporai to take thoe adyice of
John Brigkt in his Rugby speoch of Nevcmber 26th,
when he said

e Wait till it [s quite clear that it was the purpose of
the Northern States. to offend your dignity and inanlt
your flag ;' but if such was the purpose, he trusted that
the whole spirit of England would lirsale sut, sed that
that effect would be given to it neceasary fa¢ the vindica-
tion of our. power, which alone was suficlont to secure
the permanent pufety of  our wide.extended empire—ox-
tended and lionored 84 the result of our frea inatitutions.
Tt appearad to him that the position of England was this:
wa have ctoad by sy & neutedl while these contending
parties have heen enpgaged in active atrvife; and if a maa
stands by whils two fellows are _having a match ho must
not take it hard if he gets a black eye, unless he i+ sura
that the Llow was given with the inten jon of insulting
him, e trusted they woull ba sups of that Lafois the
power of England wus used against a poople of the
same blood nnd origin as ourselves.”

Thus the London Z'mes itself, while asserting in one

column that ¢there would seem to bg hut one reparation
which i adeyua~o to the alfront. They must be restorad
with & suflicient apology’—says in its money ariicle of
the very sane paper:
4 The excitement in the city. wag consideraldy alinyod
to:day mo far as regards the appreficnnion that the Ames
rican news might be held to necessitate an tnst sntanoons
resort to hostile measures § hut, in proportion 1s the na-
tural feulitg of mere irritation sibsides, the mioral in-
dignation which resulta from a calus roview of al} the nf-
founbve foatires of the case becomes more pirong, Tho
univer.al impression, howevery séemas to be that in their
present unhappy position in the eyes of the world tho
United States Government can scarcoly command them-
relves soas to regulute their conrse by the lighe of law,
rengon; or courteay, and that althaigh this opens a wide
field of danger, it sliould alda stimilate all other nations to
the exercirs of the ntmast forbearance. While, therefore,
it i plain from every aymptom of public feeling that nn
British Cubinet could now suatwin itsell that would atlow,
op.any puint whateyery a directly illegal ineult to
16 - offered $0-130 nittiony the desirs Is unammnuy that—
with this exception—the Washington atitesmen should,
even . to the most extremme verge of technicality, be ale
lowsd free scopo. and. that even on points where there
15 It a small doubt in their favor that deubt should be
conceded o them, - 1618, of couraey seen that it they hiuye
determined to endeavor tu lide the spectacle of their ih«
ternal condition by a foreign war, no caution on our
part can prevent that consnmmation; but the duty
which ¢very Enelishman owes for tho honor of his couna
try to take carg that tho history of the calamity shall
shiuw no contukion a8 to its origin is sircady universally
recognized, and this duty- is rendered less trying by
the distress of the United $States boing such as to ennble
w10 anhiit tnmach without tha fenr-of cur motive ba:
ing misinterpreted, . At the same titne, although the mor.
cantile communily are prepared in every way to defer to
the opiniund of the law ofticerd of the Crown, whenever
these . shall be made public, they remain at present totally
unable to conceive that peaceabls foreign passengers ¢ag
Lé clatsed as contraband, and remoeyed by furce fromonr
vesseds withont any julgment of & Irize Court, and that
the moide of this procedure may consist in the tiring of
round &hot and shells."

A DManchester letter in’ the Daily News, dnted Nov.
0QtL, wilinttc that L thers are a great mang Fovhisss moB
who would at once nrge on a war to redress the alleged
fusult to the British flag, but (his is by nn means the
geiteral feeling, and amengst some of the leading mer-
chants the first obullition of unger is giving placo te
anxlety, leet the Uovermment shawld tou procipisatoly
be éisposd in favor of aresort to arma,”

The money article of the London Daily News eays:

# The upinion of the law oflicers of the Crown is look-
el for with extremo interest; and an imorossion has
gained ground. tosany that, apart from tha axtesinely
offengive manner in which the American war-vesael haa
acted, the verdict of infernational jurists will not be
entively condemnatory of the course pursued by it.
Thera are; then; many auvious diseuuzisna as 48 Bow foe
the Amerfean Guvarniisht will go [ the cndeavor to
allav, Ly cunciliatory and apologetic Innguage, the deep
feeling of irritation jus!ly roused inall classes of socisty
in this country. Beneath eveirything there exists an un-
dercurrent of apprehansion 1t the . American Gsvorn.
ment roally contomplate the degperats polley of seeking
to -fasten a quarrcel npon Great Britain, in order to gain
a standing ground for abandoning the desigu of subju-
gating the South.”

The Londoa Sian ix quite reasonable on the subisst:

ti There 19 énonugh of Becessionist and conservative in-
fluence at work upon our press to account for mors than
the two or three violenttirades by which it was yesterday
morning attempted to inflame an excitement already on
the docline. Appanls to patilotls sebtlment are Jusily
popular~liut the rabld. cutcries of factions, reckloss, or
merconary writers fail of even a momentary effect upon
an intelllzent public. Journalists the least friandly te
the North, but well informed and reflactive, could Fot
honeutly dany that ths st af tha Federal commander was
sudceptible of legal apology. 8o much, at any rate, is
grauted by every journal that pretends to respect the un-
derstanding of ite readera and the responsibilities of na«
tional actiop.

it Within twenty-four bauvs aften the gasalst i Lon-
don of thie tidinga Lretight by the La Plata the public
mind had been chlmed by the recollection of these two or
three facts: First, that the British Aag, however digni-

Jied and powerful, has no special_privilege exempting

1t from the ordinary ebligations of inlernational law 1
secondlyy thar the British Government has mvariably
maintained the right. of searching for and geizing, on
boaid neutral vessels, deserters from its sorvice or abat-
tors of its enemies; und thirdly, that the American com-
mander hag taken only such pasiengers by the Tren! as
WETN I0ioTionaly in 1ho cmploy of ithe Uonisioraie Biales,
The remembrance of these points compels the subsidence
of angery shiuts out the imputation of lawless violonce,
pets aside considerations of the wisdom er courtesy ot the
act, and binds up fo await the authoritative judgment of
vur Coown IDWYGIS UROR 4D event a8 strictly within (heir
provinco. as that of any question ever submitted to the
Court of Chancery or the Judiclal Committee of the
Privy Council. N

# We have no doubt that the opinlon of the highest
Yegal functlonaries In the realm will merc than susain
the lawfulness of what has been done by the Federal
commander- Locking at the history of molern mari-
time warfare, the dicta:of tho latest writors on inter.
national law, and the terms of the Queen’s proclamation,
we are forcad to believe thay thy Zrent wing liavie Yo tor
more than the indignity suffered, The United States
has too much reason to know that the neutral fiag does
Dot cover all that eails.” .

* * «The commander of the San Jagin(e hny

weglveted but in oue poilt t0 cuiuply wish tho law of
natiops, He has not captured the Tren! and carried
ber as a prize into an American harbor. If hw had done
g0, the usages of nations i war, and especiully of Great
Briiain, would have covered him from all complaint.
But ks 2s6fnad hlineelf, s we' have uspally doney when
resistance wns not made, to carrying off the particular
article of contrabund which exposed the ship to_con-
demnation. Arve we to believe  that this was either
an oversight or a wilful aggravation of she of-
fonoe? - May wa nst sudafpads . an &aky}a'u«lzsalgm-at
by the Untted States Preshlent of mnwill to
revive an ancient grudge, and of desire to pire ue loas
or mortification !, Ta it not the nataral and friendly in-
terpretation of the whole affair that Commander Wilkes
qoted upan inetructions in harmony with waltzoctablinhed
princlpled, and that those inatrietions wete Hitted to the
nrrest of contraband persons? It seems an unaecount-
ahle remissness that he dil not insist on the purrender of
the despatches; but he has thereby put it in the power
of Mepera. Yancsy and Munn ta provs, by thiale pablica
o, that the captain of the Preid was not conveying
papers forbidden by the proclammation of his own svve-
reign.”?
The news by the Jurg, at Portland, from Liverpool,
tended rather 10 increase the npprehensions of trouble
with England previously raisel, and the stock market
this morning was further depressed. Reading Railroad
stock sold down to 16 at the first board, n}xd Lgrterwardu
ity 183, Pepusyivwin Beilrowd siodks deslined o
374, at which a few shares were- sold, The holders of
investment securities, however, were undisposed to yield
to the mew decliue, and the wmouut of sales made was
pmnil, R

T the mousy market nothing was done.

The Westmoreland Conl- Company have declared &
tivideud of e:ght per cont., payable on and affer Jaauary
2,100

We are in receipt of the lugt number of Dleterson’s
Counlerfeit Detector for the your 1562, and the occnsion
is & fitting one for reminding our readers of the import-
ance of this publication as an indlepensably companion
to the cotntivg-house and the store counter. Kvon to
the man whose money transactions arve of the smallest
character, the cost of a gouvd. counterteit detector is al-
most nure 1o be saved in the vourse of o Yoar by MOwE.
tion from loss through some one or other of the thousand
feauds that the ipgenuity of .villniny  is- constantly de-
vising. Besides the solid value of the informatiou fur-
uishid {14 Feddera concerning cownterfolts and framda in
bank-useteey the subscribers to Feterson’s Counterfeit
Delector receive full returns for their subscription in the
carefully-compiled tables of stock sales, prices current,

a8l gebesal buslaeds lntelligenés, fucnlshed in every
issue,

The New York Evening Pust of to-day says:

Stocks opened with renewcd heaviness, and the fright
of Monday pasined 8 hiveagrin tokon complete posses-
sion of the murket. Fhe specuiative shares yambied 2 to
4 per cent., with great pressure to sell eardy i the day,
The transactions of the first call show very plaioly that
the stucks of weak liolders were sceking a market, and
pavordl of tha Bealists sobd lacgoly At tha Bast $wda that
¢otild be oblained.

The inunedlate causs of this fresh pressure fo sell is the
disappointment folt in regard to the ret‘us&! of the bauk
presidents lust even g to suspend speiie paymeats, This
Aasppolidtinent was the nioré 36VLFS 38 Aivount of the
Yarge majority ageiast the clop, ae. many as forty-ono
banks out of tho ffty-five s0 voting o the question. Thp
private letters bx the. Europa Msi.ﬁ_iilnl to giru_ BLY @In
courngement, sud this, together with the untavorsplp
adelaan Ly 185 Jusa, apgrnvatod $ha deprossion-

Hownrds tho cloes of the morning board there were
some signaof & rally, New York Cenural ndvancing to
75X @i5%, but thig was immediately followed by & deaire
to sel) for cush, and the price dropped to 76%, which is
lig eloging weice NQ wa 28 4o FEEEL i

The bhahviest fall was i Erie common and Wrie pre-
fevsed, These etocks were 2 to 3 per cent, Jower, un-
der, it is aupposed, & fresh supply of stock by the Europa
from London holders. A Lreker who gewerally deals in
tha ook on furatze asasust. sold laggely 4o arrive) delia
vernble at any tinee in thirty days,

The wenkest of the Western steeks was Michigea
Centrsl, which droppéid to ¢1, & degdine of 4 per coml. on
yesterday's price, and 8% on the guotation of Saturday.
The sullerz of thiz stock hiva i view, nerhape tha feet
that the soiubany s Fallivity ceineetion with the seabaard
runs throngh Canada. The price was vathex petier ot

the vlose ; sules at 415,



