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A PRAYER IN HELL.

BY % L, WILRON

The sarth and heavens paen away,
And mind and justies hold fa'l sway;
Withia the dwelling plocs of peace,
Where, joy tu{:\y. our hopes Ineressn,
L] - . L] -

The wicked pray, oh, snch a prayer!

* Yo vockn and hills, why stand yo therey

O pee thiat sideY once did plercel

Dread aoul, thou enrap, \tLy 1ook so flerce?

Hah! ‘twas my shadow frightoned me;

Al no! nnt ‘s a duvil! meo!

Hold ! -*ts the lght of Him doth shine
mako my ahadow ! curse divine!

Ah, bt iy prayer was lnlo—too Iatel

ButOh! thin histo! mywell T hate!

¥o rocks and hille, shint ont the Hehts

Fall down and oroshi moe out of slght!

What bnraeth fnmey My!  What hell

Tho sungions purity doth swell

To fAarmes within wy deied-up noull

Why torus ight begond the goal ¥

My God! the Hzhit shines hrough the gate;

Tenanot go! T must not wait!

T wwiuh not Wosven now, Lnt hell,

To burinme up! 1 eannot tell

Where men of - vils uver fnd

A greatse Loll thint errsed Yoind!

Qo back! Ay baek! e memories past,
Out of elernlity so vast!

Nont High Ouinngs 5

tent, 1 pray
Make dead my milnd! sun

| s my day!
1 know Thee wha Thou

1 knewe Theae when the ¢
Thou weroy of the (i,
I hear I'hy tones of loving ohoos
To thove, Thy full
Ot which the cre
In beart and ¥
Bwoll np, snd
The sl it of good snd ¢
And plnce fta toifures b
©Oh! ehut et b Y
Apd droan wy

Where cotes not kg #, dreams, or breath
Nor lite; whiore all [s snllon deathl

M. AND MES, BONDURANT.

ake
i love,
vel

BY DONNE HURRE,

“1 think yoa will find a doenment
nnder your plate that may interest you,"
gaid Mrs, Bondurant, sddressing her
lnsband, ss he took his seat at the
breakiast table.

The words were uttered with a look
intended to expresssevere censure, with
gome pity and contempt, and rather
more of the Intter,

The husband slowly turned over his
plate, took up and read a grocer's bill
—£50.84, On the margin were the
words, “Checlk expected immediately.”

“T would rather not send this man a
check just now,” said Mr. Bondurant,
“Itis trne I have a little more than
that amount in the bank, but I shall
peed all 1 have and more also to-mor-
row to pay the costs of the snit I am
condnocting.”

“This is about the answer I expected
to receive,” said his wife, “and 1 must
tell yon that your paltry excuses will
not anawer for the purpose. That bill
must be paid at once.”

"1t is scarcely worth while, Julia, to
speak so emphatically in  regard to this
matter,” said the husband., “I amdo
ing a little business for these grocers,
aud althongh they do not owe me any-
thing now, [ can, I suppose, get thew
to wait a few days and in the mean
time let us hnve what goods we need.”

*Mhey will do nothing of that sort,”
eaid Mrs, Boundurant, “Andif the bill
is ot paid before 3 o'clock to-day they
will send it to my brother, Alfred, who
will pny it and take an assignment of
the olaim,"

“Then fet him do s0,” said Mr. Bon-
duraut, quietly breaking a piece of hard
eracker into hig coffee and at the same
time deliberately watching the soften-
ing process, “This is what they call
hard-tack, I believe. It is better for
gailors than for us poorlandsmen, They
bave more time to spend soaking it,
unless when the rongh weather comes
on, and then I suppose they dispense
with the ceremony of eating until the
storm has expended its fary.”

“Yourjinsinunations ate intended to
exasperate me,” said Mrs. Bonduorant,
“but I warn youn, eir, that you are
treading on treacherous ground."

“If the ground, madam, on which 1
am treading is composed of your feel-
ings [ would not expoet to find it un-
commonly delicate,” was the retort,

“Are yon willing, sir, to have my
brother pay thut grocer’s bill "

“I could have easily arranged it in
ench o way that it wounld not have gone
into his hands, but as I infer from what
you say that the matter has been talked
over between him snd you and the
grover, and that he hes agreed to take
an assignment of the bill if I do not
pay it before 3 o'clock to-day, I shall
allow the matter to be disposed of in
that way, and give myself no furfher
concern in regard to it at present.”

“Then it seems yon are willing to
have my brother provide for your fam-
ily? That is just what he told me it
wonld come to when we were married,
and in fact immediately after he first
learned that yon were visiting me, My
futher and mother also gave me the
sameé warning, They told me more
thaw fifty times that you wonld never be
worth a dollar in the world, and they
wonld have to support us.”

“ And you are sorry you did not take
thrcir ndvica®”

“ Bometimes I am, if T must tell you
the truth. You know I eould have
married Rocky Billings, and I had other
good offers, As for Rocky, he was al-
nmost dying for me. His social stand-
ing was not, it is true, gnite equal to
yours, and he was not so good-looking,
but he had more business capucity than
i hundred young lawyers like you.
With him for & husband I would never
hiwve suffered the mortification of sesing
s grocer's bill paid by my brother.”

“AMr., Billings is still nnmarried, I
believe,” said the husband dryly.

“YWhat base insisustion are those
words intended to convey? You are
uow my busband, and I have no wish
to exchange you for Mr, Billings or eny
one else., If I have made & bad bargain
it is right that I should suffer the con-
sequences of it, and I intend to do so
us patiently as I can.”

“Whenever yon wish to be released
from the consequences, madam, and the
bargain that hus led to them, please let
meé know," said Mr. Boudurant; and,
without & word more or any token of
affection, he passed down the twoflights
of stairs that led to their hired spart-
ments and was on his way to his office,
But, before leaving the room in which
he bad breakfasted, he plaged on the
table a $10 bill,

There was an inside history which
this table-talk maé lnggaat but does not
exphtll;n. J;uln Sn em;m was the
dunghter of a proud, ambitions i
-m::h.‘a . uftfgma::-ltum';?ﬁ.'
fond of displaying to 1lie greatest ad-
mhge.hd';‘hgr dasuglter flu.lh wa:n;
young recoguized beauty
more then ordinary atérections, mud
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the{‘ had hoped that her marriage to
stuch a man es they would select and
approve would be of some benefit to
them as well ae to her, and lift them up
considerably on the scale of worldly

rity.
w&fn ti{ be possible, Julia, that yon
are receiving the attentions of that
ym:‘ng lawyer?” Mr, Henderson had
Bai

“Well, no, father,” Julia answered;
“not in any other way than that I find
him a pleasant companion. He calls
and takes me out oconsionally, in which
1 hope you see nothing wrong.”

“I don't like the way he looke at youn
Julin, He evidently ndmires you, anc
admiration sometimes changes to love
so ensily that it is scaroely possible to
ﬂni’ when or in what way the traunsition
takes place. I understand heisa some-
what able lawyer, but is very poor and
is no doubt likely to remain 8o in a pro-
fession that is crowded nntil there is no
longer standing room left. You had
better have a talk with your brother
and hear his opinion in regard to this
young lawyer before you allow him to
onll many times more,”

A seornful and defiant look was the
only answer this suggestion raised, and
the next moment the young lady hsd
left the room.

“Yon see how that girl takes and
sets,” said Mr. Henderson to his wife,
who had been a silent listener.

“Yes, my dear,” said her mother, “and
I am now satisfied that her feelings are
more deeply interested in the young
lawyer than any of us had supposed.
Dut let Alfred talk with her, and fm may
be able to turn her thoughts away from
young Bondurant and get her to en-
courage the atlentions of My, Billings.
He is rather a low-bred young man, it
15 trne, but he is making money rapid-
Iy, and his uneultivated manner need
not alarm us—a fow weeks spent in  so-
cioty will make them all right,”

“Perhaps so0,” said Mr. Henderson,
with a look that betrayed more skepti-
cism than confidence.

“1 had no thought of seriously en-
cournging the attentions of Mr. Bondu-
rant,"” said Julin, the moment ehe began
to feel the pressure of her hrother's de-
terminations to prevent the nequaint-
unee from proeeeding any further.
*But now, if you please, Master Alfred,
I shall do exactly ns 1 think best in re-
gard to this matter.,”

From that time onward the young
lady found ewployment for the whole
ol her life-wilf——uud che had a good
deal-—in resisting the effort of Ler pa-
rents and brothers to compel her to dis-
1miss the youug lawyer.

“If you marry him we shall be ob-
liged to support you hoth, no doubt,”
with her brntlll’er's requent and tautaliz-
ing suggestion, ““The young fellow is
not making a dollar more than he neads
for his own board and clothes, and Le
ling actually been obliged to give up
smoking, beeause he could not afford
cigars, aud was too proud to be seen
using a pipe.”

The young people had been married
four years when the conversation oe-
ourred in regard to the grocer's bhill.
Young Henderson had been making
some money, & little of which he had
found opportunities oceasionally to give
to Lis gister, and in every instance had
reminded her that he was fulfilling his
predictions. In fact he,and her parencs
ulso, hnd been continually reproaching
ier for her folly in marrying the poor
lawyer,

The nnfortunate woman—for so Julia
begun to consider herself—had no
children now living. Oune little girl,
horn abont eighteen mounths after their
morringe, hiad lived nearly a year, and
wlien its death and burial came the
feclings of the parents —of the father
especinlly—had been wounded alwost
beyond endurance by their being made
to realize their inability to provide for
the funeral expenses in a becoming
WANDEr,

“T must take care of the dead also, ns
well as the living,” was her brother's un-
feeling remark, made while the funeral
preparations were in progress,

The stern logic of long continued ex-
perienca had fially exhausted the spirit
of the poor wife, and she gradually
came to believe that what she had so
often been told was true, and that she
lind made a great mistake in marrying
the poor lawyer. This persunsion, hav-
ing become a settled conviction, soon
found expression in complaints and re-
ljrmtcheu which were not very patiently

yorne by the man who was conscious of
doing all in his I,mwur to make his wife
comfortable, and pever spending a cent
for any personal indulgence, Besides,
the amount earned wonld have enabled
them to live in a style of moderate com-
fort, had not his wife's family contin-
nelly urged her into expenditures be-
yond what her husband could afford,

The young lawyer had, however, at
last got hold of a case which he felt
certain of gaining, and which, when de-
cided, would bring a few thousand dol-
lars, He had taken the case at his own
risk and cost, and was to receive one-
half of the pmount received, his olient
having expended his last dollar in the
suit, and being unable to do anything
more, Inthe meantime that over-as-
siduous and sgonizing brother-in-law,
who s re~dy to pay the grocer’s bill
and take au assignment of the eclaim,
had an interest in defeating the suit
and was aotually furnishing money for
that purpose,

But these legal and business compl’
cations the discouraged and fault-find-
ing wife did not know much about.
She knew that the grocer's bill and
other bills were unpaid, and that the
brother had already paid several of
those bills and was holding the claims
against her husband,

“Well, Julia,” said Mr. Bondurant,
returning from his office on the evening
of the day when he left without saying
“Good-by;” “I hope you have n
able to get up & plain dinner with the
$10 I left on the table this morning."

T have not used the $10, nor any of
i2,” snid his wife, hmd% the monpey
back to him, “1 have a long and
serious talk with brother Alfred to-day,
and have come to & firm conclusion that
under the cironmstances it will be best
for me to return to my father's house
and remain there until you are able to

ovide for me and yourself also. For

oan 5o 10 tabe eare of youssel, sod my

tirother has promized to see that I am
comfortably provided for."

Mr, Bondurant ded his wife for
a fow moments in bewildered amaze-
ment, He was carefully holding the
$10 bill whieh he had nccepted from
lier, but without knowing why she had
handed it back to him. He now dropped
the bill on the table, and eclasping his
hands, as he was in the habit of doing
sometimes when trying to get a clear
view of some question that bothered
Liim, he looked at his wife for a few mo-
ments in & golemn and earnest way, and
then said:

“If our dear child had lived I suppose
you would not have left ma.”

“No, [ presume not; she, no doubt,
wonld have kept us together. T would
not hiave taken her from you,and I
know you would mot have gone to live
with me at my father’s house. I have
nothought, Alfred, of really leaving yon,
but shall be trne to my marriage vows,
and shall be ready to return to you as
goon ns you are able to provide for me.
But for the present we must part, My
brother tells me that the olasim you are
prosecuting will end in mnothing, and
that yen are not worth a dollar to-day,
aud it is not likely you ever will be.”

“And if that is so, it would seem that
you are leaving me with the expectation
of returning no more,"

“That must depend, Mr, Bondurant,”
said the wife, steeling herself to a oold
and firm look, “ on the possible contin-
gency of yonr being able,at some futnre
timme, to provide for me in a comfortable
way, which, I am sorry to say, does not
now appear very probable.”

“Then good-by forever!" said the
husband, rising and withdrawing from
the room, without taking any further
notice of his wife; nordid he even look

back.

‘I'ha marviage, as a legal relation, re-
mained undisturbed. &’he husband and
wife, when meeting oceasionnlly on the
strect or elsewhere, bestowed upon
ehach other a bew of civil recognition,
but without exchanging a word.

In this way eight years had passed.
At the end of five years Mrs. Bon-
durant's family, ine nﬁmg that devoted
brother, had been both unable and un-
willing to do anything more for her,
and for the last three years she had
been supporting herself by performing
the duties of secretary for an insnrance
company. Why thatsituation had been
given to her just at a time when she
lind no other means of support, and ata
salary much larger than she had ex-
pected to receive, was & mystery about
which she had her own private suspi-
ClONA.

1t was a cold morning in mid-winter,
and the sidewallks wers covered with
ice. Mrs, Bondurant, on her way to
lier office, lind just passed the manly
furm of one whom she had neveroceased
to admire.—yes, love, for his image had
always remained in her heart. Lvery
plotograph, piece of jewelry, or other
wemento that he bad left with her had
Leen looked at and handled again and
acain, and some of these orticles she
bud often bathed with her tears,

On passing him this time she had
received the usnal look and bow, and
aothing more. 'The poor woman counld
not, however, refrain from casting a
look back for an ipstant to catch a
glimpse of his receding form, and while
slie was doing so the treacherons ice,
as if intending some wmischief, per-
lmilh-}-‘l her to fall suddenly aud et full
ength,

* Are yon hurt, my dear?" were the
firat words she heard, and her quick,
spontuneois answer was:

“Not mueh, I hope, darling hus-
band!™ And as he lifted her into the
carringe he had hailed and took a sent
by her side, with his arm around her,
she added, “How glad I am that you
were there to assist me.”

“Yes, dear, that was a slippery path,”
he said !0“1{;

“Which I hope I may never pass over
again!” murmured the wife, enrnestly.

“I gained that suit,” said the hus-
band, as the earringe was taking them
to his home, which could now be hers

80.

“Yes, dear, I knew you gained it,
and I was so glad! I have saved more
than helf my salary the last three years,
You know, and so do I, that raost of
that salary has come form you.”

The long embrace and fond kiss
which each received and returned was
a mutnal assurance that through their
long separation their hearts had become
united more firmly than ever,

“It was all my—all my fault,” was
what the repentant and now happy wife
wanted and endeavored to say, but she
wns stopped every time,

“No,no,my dear!” her hushand would
answer. ‘'These self-reproaches, coming
from you, are painful to me, The past
has done its work in its own way, and
uow let us remember the lessons it lns
taught us, and forget the sorrows
throngh which those lessons have been
learned 1"

Eloguence.

Elognence in 8 man is as diffienlt to
define us fascination ina woman, Tt isan
indescribable something which carries
us away captive, we know not why or
how. Anditis almost infinite in vari-
ety. Burke was, and is, considered one
of the greatest, if not the greatest, of
English orators; yet the House of Com-
mous never adjourned after a speech of
his to enable the membera to regain
their mental balance. The House of
Commons did do that for Bheridan,
None will deny to Webster first-class
oratorical ability, yet he could never
eweep an sudience with him as did
Cley. Burke and Webster will live
forever in print; SBheridan and Clay in
that fond tradition which is quite as
imperishable, if not as satisfactory,
Sargent 8. Prentiss was probably more
eloquent than either Bheridan or Qlay,
yet he exists only as a dim and fading
memory, It is doubtfol whether the
very highest order of eloquence can be
preserved in aoy other way. The sub-
tle spirit that pervades it and gives to
it irresistible power ovaporates in type,
The body is there, but the soul has
fled. Bo the grandest eloguence may
be said to die with the breath that
carries it to the ear. Domosthenesand
Cicero—we read them with delight, but
what must they have been to those
who heard the words of living five rush
trom the speaker's lips.

USEFUL HINTS.

To Resrone Venvers.—Hold over a
basin of boiling water, back down, Tt
takes a long time, but the nap will rise,

To Onrax Brack Oassimene. —Wash
in hot suds with a little borax in the
water, rinse in very blue water, and iron
while damp on the wrong side,

To Resove Bconom FroM Livew,—
Peal and slice two onions, extract the
jiice ‘b{r pounding and squeezing ; cut
up half an ounce of fine white sonp and
ahd to the juice ; two ounces of fuller's
enrth and half s pint of vinegar ; boil
ull together ; when cool, spread over the
seorched linen and let on; then
wash and boil out the linen, and the
spots will disappesr.

To Restrour Fapep Urnorsmry,—
The following directions wers recently
given to a correspondent of the London
Furniture Gazette : Bent the dust out
of them thoroughly, and afterward brush
thom ; then apply to them u strong lath.
er of eastile goap by means of a hard
brush : wash the lather off with clear
water, and afterward wash them with
alum water. When dry the colors will
be restored to their original freshness,
When the colors have faded beyond re-
covery they may be touched with a pen-
cil dipped in water eolors of a suitable
shade, mixed with gunm water,

Lesoxape, —Few persons understand
properly the art of making lemonade,
The lemon shonld first be rolled between
the hands until it is quite soft, the skin
removed with a sharp kuife, and every
pip extrocted, the lemon being held over
a tumbler that no juice may be lost in
the operation. The pulp should then
be divided into small pieces, and the su-
gar thoroughly mixed with it. TLast of
ull, the requisite amount of water should
be added. Orangeade may be made in
the same way as lemonnde, using less
sugar, They both shonld be iced, Tm-
perinl drink is made by adding a small
teaspoonful of exeam of tartnr dissolved
En] boiling water to ench pint of lemon-
RO,

Perronevy ror Rustio Wonk, —' We
see on every hund," says an exchange,
* handsome rastic work falling to decay
and becoming distorted by age. It is
commonly made of a kind of wood which
does not last long, Soak it thoroughly
with erude petrolenm when new, and it
will remain unchanged indefinitely, A
rustic summer-house on a shaded part of
our grounds wounld have been nunusually
exposed to dampness and deeay had not

s been prevented a dozen years ago

* petroleum, The peculinr brown color
imparted by a mixture of the heavy oil
remains unchanged ; and a Iattice-work
of pine lath a fourth of aninch thick,
fully exposed to dampness and weather,
is ns sound and unworn as ever. The
pil is now so cheap that there is no ex-
cuse for omitting its ap; leation, and
it may be rapidly and ensily brushed
over the surfuce, and sunk into the pores
with a whitewash brush, Apply it
heavily,”

Cuue oF DIPHTHERIA.—When a mem
Ler of the family 1s attacked by this
foarful disesse, the best medical sid
shiould at onee be called. The danger
i4 too great to allow this advice to pass
aiheeded, Indeed, even in apparently
lizht coses, that appear to be progress-
g to s speedy and favorable termina-
tion, the patient often suddenly dies,
and what are enlled the sequence of the
lisease—ita later effects on the organs
und tissues of the body—frequently re-
<1t in death, or protracted disorder
i suffering, It will therefore be scen
thot intelligent professional treatment
is necessary to prevent,if possible, such
serions results, Buot in some oases a
physician may be so far away as to ren-
der Lis assistance practically impossi
ble, For such, we say there are three
principal remedies. The first is the
saturated solution of ohlorate of
potash, given in teaspooniul doses ey-
vty hour, The French physiciaus rely
largely on this. The second is chlerine-
water diluted with from two to four
times as much water. A prominent
physician of Springfield, Mass,, has for
(hie last sixteen years found it almost
nniformly effective. Prior to its use,
lie lost holf his cases. The third rem-
edy is sulphur, Dr. Field, of Englund,
s obtained remarkable cures with it
iis preseription is, we believe, to mixa
teaspoonful of the flour of sulpbur in a
wine-glass of water, and give it as a
gargle. If the patient is nnuble to gar-
g'e, hlow some of the dry flour through
n quill upon the diseased pata of the
mouth and throat; or burn some of the
sulphur on a live coal, and let the pa-
tient inhale its fumes; or, filling the
room with the fumes, let him walk about
and johale them. The patient shonld
ulways be kept warm, the bowels open,
und the system well nourished with
easily-digested food.

—

Fccentricities of the Olden Time,
Mr. J. Underwood, who died in 1734
left £06,000 to his sister on cow-
dition of being buried in the foliowing
manner: At the grave-side, six gentle-
men, who were appointed to follow hin,
sung the last stanza of the twenticth
Ode of the second Book of Horace,
No bell was tollad nor black worn; no
one was invited but these six gentle-
men; and no relation followed the
corpse. The coffin was painted green,
and the deceased was buried with his
olothes on. With him were buried
three copies of Horace, Bentley's Mil-
toh, and a Greek Testament. Afler
supper, they sang the thirty-first Odu
of the first Book of Horace, all being 1o
striot socordance with the will,
A maiden lady who died in 1786 lefl
the following singular legacies in her
will; “Ttem—I leave to my dear enter-
taining Jacko (a monkey) £10 per an-
num during his natural life, Item— To
Bhock and Tib (a lap-dog and eat) £0
ench for their anunal subsistence during
life; but should it happen thut Shock
died before Tib, or Tib before Shock,
ihen, and in that case, the survivor to
have the whole.
About 1770, there waa living in Lon-
don & iradesman who had disposed ol
eleven daughters in marriage, with each
of whom he gave their weight in half-
peuce as a fortune. The yo ladies
must have been bulky, for the lightest

of them weighed £00, 2 shillings and

eightpence. it
p‘luoonurthllith’h.

A New Story of Lincoln.

Gen, Steal, being the oldest member
in continuous service of the Indiana
Legislature, waa appointed Chairman of
the committes d eﬁnmd by the Legis-
Inture to meet President Lincoln at tho
State line and escort him to Indianapo-
lis, At Lafayette there was an immoense
guthering of people to greet the Presi-
dent, and an earnest eall by them for a
speech, s wish which he seemed very re-
luctant to comply with. Finding, how-
over, that he must say something to
guiet the multitude, he related the fol-
lowing : He said his situation reminded
him of a man out in Ilinois, who was a
candidate for nomination for sn office,
The convention at which the nominn-
tion was to be made was held at a town
some miles distant from where the
candidate resided. On the morning of
the day on which the nomination was to
bo made, the candidate hired o team to
take him to the scene of his hopes.
The horse proved very slow, The mun
ponnded snd swore, and swore and
pounded, but with his best efforts he
did not get through till after the con-
vention had adjourned and his hopes
were blasted, He returned home in #
frame of mind which you can imagine,
The horse had been hired of the fore.
man of the livery stable, and wis re-
turned to him,

Our candidate did not waste much of
his powder on the foreman, but, on his
way home, meeting the owner, he de
nounced him in the strongest terms for
letting him have such a horse, The
owner said there must be some mistake
about it ; thoat his horses were all good
travelers, and finally persuaded him to
return to the stnlnﬁa to find out the
trouble, When they got to the stable,
the owner asked the man in charge whot
horse he had given the man, “ I gave
him the hearse horse,” *‘ Hearse horse |
hearse horse |” exclaimed tho man,
“Why, if a man should start to o fune-
ril with such a horse ns that, he wonld
uot rench the grave till two weeks after
the resurrection,” and, said Mr. Lin-
coln, if 1 muke n speech in every town
I puss through, I shall not reach Wasl.-
ington till two weeks after the innuguri-
tion, — Chicago Inter Ocsan.

Good Humor,

CGlood humor is rightly reckoned o
most valuable aid to happy home life.
An equally good and useful faculty is o
sense of humor, or the capeeity to have
a little fun along with the humdram
cares and works of life, We all know
how it brightens up things generally to
have n lively, witty companion, who
secs the ridienlons points of things,
and can turn an ennoyance into an oc-
casion for laughter, It does a grent
deal better to laugh over some domestic
mishaps than to ory or scold about them,
Maony homes and lives are dull because
they are allowed to become too deeply
impressed with a sense of the cares and
responsibilities of life to recognize its
bright and especially its mirthful side.
Into such a hounsehold, good, but dull,
the advent of a witty, humorouns friend
in like sunshine on & cloudy day.
While it is always oppressive to hear
persons constantly striving to say
witty or funny things it is comfortable,
seeing what & brightener a little fun
is, to make an effort to make
gome at home. It is well to turn off an
impatient question sometimes and fto
regard it from a bumorous point of
view, instead of being irritated abont it,
“YWife, what is the reason I never can
fiod & elean shirt?"” exclaimed a good,
but rather impatient, husband, after
rummaging all through the wrong draw-
er. His wife looked at him steadily for
o moment, half inclined to be provoked ;

of the Inkes.

An Incident of the War.

On a raw, gloomy afterncon in the
winter of 1804, Col. Senter and the
writer had an appointment with Presi-
dent Lincoln on business conneocted
with the teotion of the commerce
As we were abont
to be nushered into the private
rooru of the President. My J—— &
well-known lawyer of Ohio, seized both
of us somewhat ronghly by the shounld-
ers, and begged us in earnest tones for
the love of God and humanity to ask
Mr, Lincoln to see Lim and his client,
if only for one moment. "All day,” he
said, "we have tramped wearily by the
door, hoping in wvain the P resident
would relent and give us a hearing,
Lok, for merey’s eake,” he continued,

fignure, with the hands tightly clnsp
nervously before him. That old man
in & father; his only son, a lad of 19, is
to be shot this afternoon at 6 o'clock,
unless the Presidentinterferes, Btanton
lies approved the sentence, Lincoln has
declined to interfere he will not see
e, and, unless we oan get the oar of
the President, the boy will ba shot, and
this old man and his wife will be
maniscs.”

The father of the boy at this moment
came forward, a venerable old gentle.
man, with long white hair failing upon
his shoulders. His face was one of the
saddest sights I ever saw. "The grief
and unxiety eo pluinly written upon it
plainly showed tho torture he waa suf-
fering. We took the old gentleman
kindF by the tiand, told him we wonld
beg the President to see him, and bade
Lim hope for the best. Mr. Lincoln
was in the gayest of lLumors, some-
thing specially funny baving taken
Jlace 10 an interview just elosed with a
}nrga committee from Baltimore, and
Lie recited the whole matter in the mer-
riest manner, accompanied with shouts
of lunghter. For an hour My, Lincoln
pove himeelf up to relaxation and rest,
telling the ushor to bring him no cards
till he rang his bell,

At the end of this time Mr. John G,
Nicolay, then private secrelary, now
Marshal of the Supreme Court, came 1
gnietly iuto the room, leaned over the
President's chair and whispered some
words of private conversation in his
enr, In apinstantthe President ceased
speaking, his face beeame ocold and sol-
emn in composure, and he appeared to
reflect gravely for a moment before re-
plying., Quietly looking baok over his
chair, he said slowly and distinctly:
“Tell Mr, —— I will not sea him. 1
cannot. Don't askme again, Tell him
1 have read the papers in the case; all
of them fully, word for word. The boy
deserted three times, the last time
whenon guard at Washington, and he
can not be pardoned. I will not inter-
fere, He must be shot.” Mr, Nicolay
at once left the room, and Mr. Lincoln
ngnin renewed the conversation at the
point he had broken off. He made no
pllusion to the interruption, and evi-
dently did not wish either of us to
gpeak of the subject in any manner. It
wus plain that his mind was made up,
ani his decision irrevocable,

The lawyer,on getting the message
from Mr. Nicolay, admitted farther
effort was useless, and at once started
with his client to cross the bridge into
Virginia, and drive where the boy was
confined a prisoner, They reached the

reandy for execution. The parting be-
tween father and son was so affecting
that no one could look npon it. The
officer in command had the broken-
hearted old man carried tenderly to a

then, with a comieal look, she said, “1

Then he laughed, and they both
langhed, and she went and got his
shirt, and he felt ashamed of himself
and kissed her; and then she felt hap-
py, and so what might have been an oc-
casion for hard words and unkind feel-
ings became just the contrary, all
through the little vein of humor that
cropped out to the surface. Bome
people have a peculiar faculty for giv-
ing & humorous turn to things when
they are reproved. It does just as well
oftentimes to laugh things off as to
seold them off. Laughter is better than
foars., Let us have a little more of it at
home.—Scottish Ar.srican,

Italian Postal Curiosities.

The distribution of lettexs is, in fact,
one of the weakest points in the Ital-
iun postal system, Except in large
towns the postofiice does not professto
muks any house-to-hounse distribution
at all, except on the paymentof a
emall fee, generally a sou for each
packet delivered to the postman; snd
in the large towns the delivery is done
in a very careless manner. he post-
man rarely takes the trouble to elimb
the staivs to the different apartments,
except just before Christmas, but con
tents himself with leaving all the let
ters for o honse with a porter, who de-
livers them whenever he happens to be
going up-stairs; if the porter is not in
thie way the letters go back into the
big uutil the next round is made, or are
evon sometimes left at a shop near
No wonder then that letters frequently
miscarry without such willful intention
ns the postman showed who was dis-
covered one Christmas stufling all his
letters into n sewer grating that he
might get the sooner to his Clristmas
dinner. for

The exounse non-
delivery is that with bhouses of
five or six stories the work is

too hard for the postman; but the
remedy for that is obvious. It isonly
fair to say that the postoffice does not
recognize this haphazard distribution;
but complaints on]l)y remedy the evil for
a time, and somehow one's letters seem
to misearry more frequently after mak-
ing them, As a consequence most busi-
uess houses pay a & fee to the post-
office to have u bhox of their own, into
which all of their lstters are put, and
withdrawn by & messenger,

The dificulties Xut in the way of cash-
ing toffice orders (and also, it may
be sdded, of obtaining registered lot-
ters) are most vexations. You must
yroduce some one to identify you who

is known to the officials, and it is ensy
to see how diffioult this may often be;
otherwise a notarial certificate is re-

never guess conundroms; I give it up.” |

tent, and at 6 o'clock prum{;lly the
yonug soldier was shot dead as a de-
gerter, in the presence of his regiment,

|
|
camp in time to flnd the young man l
—Cleveland Herald. |

Cape and Sword, !

When Bonaperte fivst puid eonrt to
Madame de Beanbwrnais, neither was
rich enough to keep . carriage, and the
voung hero, who was deeply in love,
oiten gave the chirming widow his arm
when she went to wvisitk her man of |
Lsiness, a notary named Raguidean, |
Muadame,who had a great confidencein
ihis legul adviser, who was a friend s
well, went to see him immediately after
her engsgement to Bonaparte, who, as
usual, accompanied ber, but, from mo-

BREVITIES.

Prruapenrrsa has 7,681 grog shops,
Tan enrolled militin of Massachusetta

numbers 245,762,

Oaxox Farrar is said to have a sweet

and musical voice.

Sexaton Brarxs wears a nickel-plated

watch that cost §7.50.

Arpres were never before so plentiful,

of such fine quality, and so cheap,

AT a recent dinner the Queen of En-

gland plucked ripe peaches from potted
trees,

“Swean not at all,” not even when

l'mtting upa depmvwi and ungoverna-

ile stove-pipe.
Mux Yew Onuxo, s Chinaman who

\at that noble white head and tottering | Teighs just 100 pounds, is coxswain of

ale crew,

Miss Eminy Farraronn has postponed
her visit to the United States for the
present season.

Jonn E. Owexs, the actor, has given
up the stage for mining speculation in

San Francisco.

BeLy, the telephone man, has been
elected professor in Johns Hopkins Uni-

| vergity, Baltimore,

Tue Lowell Courier belisves that the
luver who pressed his suit wns a tailor
or clothes-cleaner,

Trere are in Georgin 88,522 colored
men who own, by the tax receivers’ re-
turns for their respective counties, 651,-
109 acres of land.

Provipesce, R. L, has twenty-five
nutional banks with a capital of £15,-
145,600, nnd 83,251,203 surplus and un-
divided profits,

““Gaastny jolly" is given as the latest
addition to fashionable slang in England.
It was probably created for use at o
mother-in-law's funeral,

Mgs, Jonx O, Grues has given §100,-
000 to the American BSunday-School
Union, to be used in developing a higher
order of Sunday-school literature,

Taere are hundreds of entertainin
writers who would be good historians 3
they did not know so many things that
liave mever happeued,—New Orleana
Picayune.

Marg Twarv draws and paints s little.
He drew the lumber to build a fence at
the back of his house, aud the white-
washing on said fence 1s said to be one
of the tinest sights in Hartford.

“Ix what condition was the patriarch
Job at the end of his life?” asked a
Brooklyn Bunday-school teacher of &
guiet-looking boy =t the foot of the
cluss, **Dead,” calmly replied the boy.

A Honsg in Nevada, bein% sick with
colie, ended his sufferings by deliber-
ately dashing out Lis brains agninst the
stone wall of the corral, It wasin Ne-
vuda, ulso, that a pet dog recently com-
mitted suicide by drowning,

W. N. Anmsrroxa, s lawyer of New
York eity, has been appointed Attorney
General in the new Cabinet of King
Kalokaua, of the BSandwich islands,
His father was one of the first mission-
aries to the islands, and he bimself waa
born there,

Svictpes are on the inorease in Franoce,
The number in 1870 was 4,157 ; in 1872,
5,270 ; in 1874, 5,617; in 1876, 5,804 ;
in 1877, 5,922; and in 1878 —to which
only statistics have been mnde up—
6,424, A great number of cases, too,
are hushed up and never appear,

A rrize wae offered for the mother
who presented the greatest number of
her own children at the Indians State
fair, Mrs, Smith and Mrs, Line were
each nccompanied to the fair by nine,
but Mrs, Liue gave birth to a tenth on
the grounds, and so took the prize,

A maeoroGican professor asked his
cluss the question whether they could
think of any reason why the grave of
Moses shonld have been so strictly con-

| cenled, and & simple youth, who, un-

fortunately, stammers, thought it must
bhe ““be-because the}r would t-take him
up and st-stufl him.’

Auoxa the languages of civilized na-
tions English is the most widespread, It

is the mother tongune of about 80,000,000
people ; German, of between 50,000,000
und 60,000,000; French, of between

40,000,000 and 50,000,000 ; Italian, of
28,000,000, and Russian, of between
55,000,000 and 60,000,000,

Tug correspondence of Peter the
Grent will shortly be published by im-

tives of delicucy, did not enter the no-
joining room, where several clerks
vere writing.
[he door being imperfeotly closed,
liere heard nearly all thut was said
iuring the interview, and especially the
s guments nsed by Raguideau to deter
Mudame de Beaubnrnais from the mar-
ringe she acknowledged herself about
to contraet.

notary, “you are about to commit a
great folly, of which you will bitterly
repent.,  Why, this man you are about
to espouse hns nothing in the world but
a cape and a sword."

Said Josephine: “HBonaparte never
spoke to me of this, and I hed not the
fuintest suspicion that he had overhieard
Hagmidean’s contemptuous words, Can
you, Bourrienne, figure to yourself my
astonishment when, eight years after,
ou the day of his coronation, as soon s he
was invested with his imperial robes, he
said, ‘Let them goand seek Raguidesu;
have him come instantlv, I have some-
thing to say to him.” ot .

The notary was prompt rought,
and atood m?;h Mh}:linh(!:l {)efore the
Emperor, who with his peonliar sar-
donic smile said to him, “Monsiour!
have 1 nothing in the world but & caps
snd a sword "

Didn’t Declare Himseif.

When Ralph Waldo Emerson was
traveling in Egypt, with his daughter,
thiey mol an Eng‘iﬂhﬂluﬂ who did all in
his power to make it pleasant for them,
and, when the time came for their sepa-
rotion, said: * Yon may wonder, sir, at
my having overstep my usual re-
aerve 50 far as to become so intimate
with you, but it is for the sake of &
conntryman of yours, ons the
sumo name—Emerson— Ralph Waldo

on the Persian gull,

ired, and that is only remo the
:l'fémm & step hﬂhu.—-l’mw
Gaselte,

inry's eabinet, but remained in an ad- 1

“Mark oy words, madame,” sald the l

Emerson. He has done me much good,
and I hope some time to oross the ocean
o meet * And Mr. Emerson never

told him it was himsel!f whom he
sought.

werial authority at Bt, Petersburg,
The work of editing the materials has
already been seven years in hand, The
| text is elueidated by commentaries from
[ the pen of the Russian Academician
| Bytehkoff, The appearsnce of the vol-
umes has long been anxiously awai
and is expected to be a literary event
the first order, no less on account of the
monumental charaeter of the work than
the elegance of its execution, It is
probable that it will contain many intes
esting revelations,

A Woman’s Tactles,

When one woman is jealous of another,
she rarely attacks her openly ; but she
instinetively talks « great deal about her,
nnd the general drift of her remarks un-
der such cirenmstances must be familiar
to every one whose acquaintanceship is
not confined to the male sex. It is cer-
tain that she will never asdmit her jeal-
ousy but beyond thoet there is no say-
ing what observations she may make
about her enemy ; nor will she miss an
opportunity of saying sn uuskind wo
of her, BShe will generally contrive
however, that nwons of her weapons of
attack shall be go damaging as hgrmg.
She will allow that her enemy is ti-
ful—beautiful asa ti but she will
affirm that she is wicked ; she will ad-
| it that she is nmusing, but she will de-

clare hier to be ill-natured ; if she calls
| her innocent, ghe also calls her silly;
and if she praises Ler as true-hearted
and trustworthy, she stigmatizes her as
unsympathetic und uninteresting. I
she begins by describing her as clever,
she goes on to hint that she is an infidel.
Il she praises her balls and her rﬂrt.ln,
she abuses her for being too fat or oo
thin, or mentions some social 5
There are plenty of other faults
which lndies accise esch other behind
their b;clus. such (:ii inhos )ilnhg. dle-
ness, havi [ people”

with theml:lsmqnentl:r changing ﬂ
scrvants, and even telling lies ; but it is

nebdless to mult.iﬁly ins
:eﬂﬂaﬁwlm slike unkind and




