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Lyra Tncautatn,

Withinn oastlo haunted,

As custies were of old,
Thers hung a harp enchanted,

And on fts rim of gold

This legend was ensorolled:
“Whatever burd would win me

To strilee and walke within me,
By one supremne endeavor,
A chord that sounds forever.”

Three hinrds of lyre and viol,

By mandate of the king,
Were bidden to trial

To find the magic stiing

(It thers were such a thing),
Then, siter much essnying
Ot taning, oame the pliying;
And lords and Indies splendid
Watehed as those bards oontended.

The first—n minstrel hoary,

Who many n thyme had spun—
Sang lond of wiur und glory—

O1 hinttles tonghit and won;

Bt when his song wis done,
Althongh the hand was landed,
And olipping hands applaaded,
Yut, spite of the laudation,

The Larp censed its vibmtion,

‘Tiya second obanged the measure
Aud turned from fire and sword
l'o sing u =ong ot plensure—
The wine-cup and the board—
Till, nt the wit; all roared.
Anidl the high hall rescunded
With merriment unbonnded !
I'be hurp—loud ns the laughter—
Grew hushed at that, soon after.

Tho third, in lover's fushion,

& nid with his soul on fire.
Then sang of love's pure passion—

The heart and its desire !

And, a8 he smote the wire,
The listenars, gathering round him,
Canglit up a wreath and erowned him.
The erown—hath faded never !
‘The harp—resonnds forover !

— Theodore Tillon.

Humors of - the_ | 'i'elegraph.

The mnjority of the rending, and all
of thied illii':ltx:l world are f:l.'l‘lii{i!l'l' with
the ucevpled  theories regarding clec-
tricity, and with the application of these
thicories by which we have the tele-
raph. But comparelively fow have
ted the veil of the temple and wit-
ne<ged the pecnline resalis of its praeti-

- val w orking. And these are the em-
ployees ol the companics whose business
It 1s ard make use ol tin
mys=terions aeepey and *f wonderswork-
inz wires” for the convenience and hap-
piness of the public, _ .

I the history of the Western Union
conprpoany 1o | but two instunces o
the known heteayal by operators of th
contents of fmporiant Messnges nmong
the wilions of opportunlitics and in-
ducements offered, .

In noother husiness ave inistakes more
common, or for many reasons so excus-
ble, For instanes, a compositor or u
copyist hias his manuseript to easily con-
sult, and, to s certain extent, i3 mas-
ter of his own time: but an operator’s
tine, especinily il receiving a messige,
is governed by the one at the other end
of the line, and he must depend for ne-
curacy upon the correctness of lis ear

atearel el

and memory. Nearly every one las
rend of the indignation of that father

who reecived o message that his sickly
duughter, who was ahsent at school,
“Nind n chiild this morning,™ and the
subsequent appeasel of his wrath upon
finding ovt that the original message
read “ehill,” not **ehild.” Not long
aro i cermin charitable institution was
considerably mystified by a message ask-
ing for the whereabouts of *' Monkey
Wrench.,” The inguiry was instantiy
chnnged to ** Mother French,” how-
ever, upon breing returned to the tele-
graph combuny for explanation, and
apology made for the unintentional
blunder. It was, I think, the same
operator who, in taking an Associated
Press article, innocently spoke of ** Mrs,
Herman'™ as secretary of the treasury—
i stidden advance in woman's rights to
which the secerctary, Mr. Sherman,
wonld douhtless ohject, And a peace-
ful family cirele onglit not to be sur-
prised, us it was, by receiving the tol-
lowing: *“John is dead heat. Depot
this evéning. ' when a correet transmis.
sion of thedispateh would have rendered
it, **John is dead. Be at depot this
evening.,” 1 reeall another family
agitated by the telegraphio information
that
ultimntely find ont that he had departed
life inatead of truth. )

Some time sinee a message tracsmit-
ting the intelligence that ** the Presby-
tery lnukod & quoriin to ordain,” caused
u prodigious amount of ecclesiastical
wondermoent and -li-tmrr.y on I‘lr:u']llng its
destination by announcing that * the
Preshytery tacked a worm on to Adam."
Comment 18 Unuecessary.

The worthy and sedate Dr. Blank, of
one of our eastern eolleges, once accepted
an invitation to lecture in a western
oitv. IHis letter of acceptance, appoint-
inc n early date, omitted to state the
subiret of his discourse, and, to adver.
tise in advance, the commitiee was
ohliged to telegeaph him, 1equesting his
subject. They were somewhat aston-
ished at his 1eply, but not thinkifg of
thi= pozsibility aof :l‘ll'liit.‘lkr'. hnlnll.l‘l} it
over to the only daily paper, which in a
highly eulogistic but misleading article
advised all
Blank deliver his celebrated andjex-
tremely humorons lecture—subjeet: “A
Fiea for Activity." The Doctorarrived
too Iate to lhave the announcement
chanzed to what it shonld have heen—
“A Plea for Activity"—and the result
was o dissppointed house and a gricved
lecturer,

Tue mistakes of the telegraph, often
provoking nnd sometimes amusing, are
occa-fonally in their results of great im-
portance. It was not long ago thet a
wheaf speeulator in Chicago made 860-
000 by a sinall order being accidentally
changed to an immensely large one,
bhelieve he has made no complaint, Had
the market turned the other way though!

Some years ago the danghterof a well-
known citizen of central New York,
named Jennie, had unfortunately, as the
father then thought, formed an attach-
ment for a young man named John, To
separate them the [Mther gent her to
spend the winter with & marriegd sister,
Mary, who resided in New York.
Spring approached and Jennie was ex-
pected home on a certain day. but, in-
stead, the father l‘?(!l‘.'i\'pd a letter from
his sen-in-law desiring that sho might

s while longer so that his wife

* Brother lisd last night.,” only to |

its renders to hear Rev, Dr. |

vould accomé:uny him on a short south-
ern trip, and requesting an _answer by
telegrnpli; whereupon the father sent
the following dispateh :

“ Jennie may stay and Mary go, if she
wishes to very much.”

The message ns delivered in New York
read: *“Jennie muy stay and marry
George if she wishes to very much.”

The father immediately received this
from Jennie: ** A thousand thanks for
your permission; John and I marry at
once. The telegrapl stupidly made his
name George, but of course you meant
John."

How it happened that John was so
wonderfully convenient is, probably,
aot our concern, and we can only hope
that the father and Jennie have never re-

retted "this mistake of the telegraph,
%‘he hieroglyphical 'characters supposed
to he writing in some messages handed
in over the office counters is sometimes
fenrful and wonderful to contemplate,

The telegraph is only used in cases of
importance or emorgency, and the incor-
rect rending of a single word in u con-
densod telegram is apt to réender it not
only valueless, but is liahle to lesd to a
serfons misconstruction.

Business men especially should bear
in mind that a plain, clear chirography
not only lessens the liahility to error,
hut helps to hasten the forwarding of &
message.

To illustrate the earelessness of some
men's writing is the story of that Eng-
lish moblemnn who wrote to a friend in
India to * please send at once two
monkeys ;" but he wrote the two with-
out crossing the t, and otherwise so
hlindly that his friend mistook it for
1,000, und on the first boat came thirty-
five monkeys, with a note saying the
balance would follow as soon as so large
an order could be filled.

The members of the press are not ex-
empt from this carelessness of untrans-
latable handwriting. I remember a
apecinl sent by w metropolitan reporter
from n smull town, describing an execu-
tion. Thesending operator complained
of the writing, and stumbled along
slowly and grumblingly, finally capping
the elimax by saying the * doomed man
then arose, partook of a hearty brenk-
fust, and went out and buried himself
with his fife.” ‘The city operator re-
quested a halt, and after a long silence
and evidently much study, was told by
the sender to change the last five words
to ** busicd himsell with his ptre. -

Mentioning newspapers, recalls a mes.
sare sont hy an energetic Cincinnati edi-
tor who had heard a false rumor of a
heavy rain and flood in the country edi-
tor’s vicinity, to the editor of a country
weokly. It read:

* Send us particulars of the flood.™

The reply was quite prompt:

* You will find a iull account in
Genesis."

An operator gets aceustomed to these
messnees, and also to such as: * Send
me two daughters of an outcast:™ or,
“We have no desperpte men;" for he
vizhtly eoncindes that the last-mention-
ol are either to or from some book-
denler,

Why telegraphers, as a class, are so
seemingly careless and mirthiful need not
he discussed here.  Perhaps the lively
character of the fluid with which they
are hrought into constant contact is
transfused and causes this effervesence
of mental activity, Oneolf their honoved
customs in the initinting of an operator,
fregh nnd verdant from some smnll coun-
lr[y pluce into his new fpnsilltm in a city
office, with its babel of sounds and pur-
plexing rush and hurry, réeminds onc of
college h:l?.inf{. or the sailor’s baptize-
ment on his first erossing of the line.

The victim is requested to take a
*gpecial.” How timidly he sits cown,
and how nervously he sharpens his pen-
cil to take for the first time in his iife
press for the |mp(-r5. How the instau-
ment buzzes when he says ** go abiead,”
und closes his key, He fecls the wateh-
ful eye of the chief, and he must not. he
will not, fail in his ficst trial, And,
oli! wliat a ulis]palch for n newspaper!
It begins all vight about a railroad aevi-
dent, but in some mysterious way this
connects itself with a temperance con-
vention,which branclies into a fire caused
by a walking mateh, with Congress call-
ing upon Mexico to prevent the duel he-
twoeen the polar expedition and the Pa-
cifie railrond which—

He stops matters for an investigation
and wonders if it's ke or the correspon-
dent tiat is entirely daft. Then he rubs
his amazed head, and looks cautiously
around and discovers that he seems
the sole object of interest to the others;
and if he takes i;wd naturedly the roars
of laughter and the pointed questions
that greet him when he also flirit'o\'n-rs
that his wonderful dispateh originated
| in the fertile brain,and by a cleverswiteh-
| ing of the wires, was sent by the fastest
aperator in the office from the other end
| of the reom to test him, lLe has wken
tone long step toward fraternizing.
| lie allenight men while awn,y the
‘ ted ious hours after the dropping of busi-

ness with conversation and stories; and
the better the story-teller, and the
freshier his jokes, the more popular he
is. And how easy to dispose of u hove!
It is said that on one of the cireuits he-
| tween New York and Chicago and in-
itrrmmliuu‘ cities, the all-night men had

only to request one of their co-luborers,
who had no other fault than his long,
pointless stories, to relate something,
|and then, unknown to him — for
they had no desire to offend him
—would cut him out of the ecireunit,
and have a social good time for an hour
or itwo. On readjusting the wires the
| honest and solitary story-teller would
; be rattling along, unconscious of his loss
| of nuditors, and perfectly happy in their
remurkable  attention. Perhaps the
reader hins in his youth told with much
| enthusinsm n capital story to a slesp
| bedfellow to find, on nearing the end,
that his compsanion was sound asleep.
| It's rather depressing.
A story, first told by a San Francisco
paper, I will venture to repeat here for
'no  better reason than because it is
strictly true. It often Lappens that tele-
graphers are called into service at the
representation of a stage play, in which
occurs what islknownas a* telegraph
| scene,” such as the oneshown in Byron's
**Across the Continent,” er Boncieault's
“Long Strike," and at such times the
operator behind the scenes manages to
amuse himself by *“talking" to the audi-
ence, unknown of course to only those
of the fraternity who are present. The
| drama_of ** Across the Continent” was
several years ago produced at a eertain
(hall, and for the manipulation of the
| telegraph instrument which plays an im-
portant lmrt im the most exciting scene
| of the play, an operator, whom we will
call Frank, was engaged. His position
wus such that he could the andience
without being seen, una‘::e n taking his
position he discovered in tm suditorium
a brother operator from out of town,

rived. Frank is fond of a joke, so when
the time came for sending the first dis-
paich hie loudly sounded on the machine,
“How are you, Spicer? The profos-
sional ear of Spicer instantly caught
the words, and, wondering who it was,
straightencd up and stared at the stage
a8 if he- wouklp give two dollars and a
half to know something more,

“Spicer, how's your mammn P quickly
followed from the instrument, and the
mystified Spicer confidingly turned to
his fair partner to express his nstonish-
ment at the most singular circumstance,
As luck had it the auditorium held quite
a delegation of operators, who knowing
Spicer and his great characteristic of
bashfulness, with one aceord began to
look around the theater for him.

Spicer had hardly began telling the
young lady about it when there came
anotlaer message :

“Aha! old Spicer! Don't fool that
coafiding creature with any of your non-
sense,"

This aroused the telegraphers to a
piteh of curiosity, and many of them
stood gazing about them as if their only
ohject in life was to discover Spicer.
And he felt that they saw him, and the
confusion which had heen gradually
covering his features grew into mortifi-
cation when he saw so many eyes leveled
ut him, and st last culminated in his
hasty withdrawal from the theater.

But Frank sent a oarting shot, for as
he faded from view he heard

* Good-bye, Spicer; but don’t forget
her tendency for ice cream.”

When it is considered that this scene
forms the climax of an nmeeodinqu
thrilling point of the play, and Mr.
Byron is dramatically expiaining with
wild gesticulations to the audience what
the instrument is suy)-posed to be saying,
the modest Spicer's embarrassment can
be understood.

Hastily as we have glanced at the
brighteér and cheerful side, there is now
room ‘for the dark one. DBut messages
of sorrow and death burden tle long
slender wires and trip through the ciick-
ing instruments. Living dramas are
constantly wrought through their mute
agency, and of this perhaps they are
speaking when at the quiet of midnight
we hear from them that strange Folian
music like voices from a spirit land, that
deep within us finds n responsive chord,
thriliineg and saddening us.—Cincinnatt
Enguirer.

Carions Effects of Altitude in Lead.
ville.

A letter from Leadville, Col., the great
mining town, says: I saw but very few
cases of intoxication in the strects,
though the three hundred saloons in the
city hield out their best inducements. |
was surprised at this, ns oncof the notn-
ble effects of the great aititude of the
place (10,300 feet above the lovel of the
sen) is that all fermented liguors intoxi-
cate more quickly than a lower elevation.
I'lie boiling point, owing to the decrinse
of atmospherie pressure is much lower
than at Chicago, and the a.coliol is

sSO0ner "“ll‘“ri“"' and taken into
the cireulution, producing intoxication
quicker.

The holiing point of water here is
about 190 degrees, instead of 212 de-
gives, the effect of which in boiling
heans, eggs, potatoes, ete., is that it re-
quires a long while to cook them inun
open vessel, and it is necessary to keep
thie vessel well covered, or the water
will vaporize and escape before being
raised to the requisite degree for cook-
ing. At this L-L-vulinu much air is re-
quired to fill and satisfy the lungs, nnd
hreathing must be quicker in order to
properly oxygenize the blood. Tt is
suid, too, that alter one has seen here
some time, the coloring matter of the
blood hecomes darker, being changed
from the peroxide to the sesquioxide of
iron. With « person suffering under
any difficulty or disense of the heart, the
effect of any long continued exertion_is
to cause o dangerous degree of palpiin-
tion, and even with persons entirvely
well, the pulse runs extremely Ligh.

There are other and notable facts con-
cerned with this altitude. There are
few birds seen here—perhaps for the
reason that flying is difficult in the light
air. The common house-fly, the sum-
mer pest of our eastern housekeepers, is
unknown her: There are some of the
out-door hlue-bottle variety here, hut
they seem languid and tired. It is enid
also that cats cannot live here. This is
probably owing to their delieate organ-
1zation being unable to resist the rizor
of the night air. Sothe ** voices of the
night " are not licard in this locality,
and the bootjacks are reserved for their
nutural uses.

Another result of the lightness of the
air is that, having so little density, it is
easy heated by artificial means. Our
nights are universally co'd—so cold that
it is uncomfcrtablie to sit without o fire;
but a few pine chips or small sticks will
warm an apartment very quickly. At
the same time the sun’s rays do notseem
to have the heating power that they do
in the lower elevation. This seems to
| confirm the theory that there is no sub-
stantial ealoric in the rays of the sun,
but heat is the result of chemical action,
generated by the divect rays with the
clement of the atmosphere—the direct-
ness of the rays and the density of the
atmosphere, While standing high upon
these mountains, even aga distance from
any snowdrifts and where theair is still,
the summer sun has only sufficient power
to make the air refreshing sand pleasant,
| while you on the plains are sweltering
under & torrid heat, In the shade of a
rock or two it is always cool enough.

The effect of the altitude is the same
| 85 that experienced by ballonists, who in
| ascending from the surface of the earth,
|even on the hottest days, soon find it
| necessury to don their overcoats and
warmest clothing, In the night here a
good supply of biunkets is always neces-
|snry. nnJ nmrl{ every morning heavy
| frosts are found, and sometimes thick
scales of ice are forined. The crests of
some of the mountains and many of the
deep ravines upon their sides are still
full of musses of snow so comr pact that
one can walk over them without sink-
ing. A day or two ago, in visitinga
ane close to the summit of Mount
Bross, 1 was compelled to crossa field of
snow, hanging over the edge, which
must have been a mile in length and
probably in places twenty feet in depth.

Butterflies are covered with feathers;
hairs are hollow tubes. The surface of
our bodies is covered with scales like
those of & fish. A single grain of sand
would cover a hundred of these scales,
vt a scale covers hundr«}a;f 5:;?:

hrough these narrow openin e
:Elion !greu itself out, like water through
n sieve.

Advice to

travelers, Buy a bottle ol Dr. Ball's

Spicer by pame, who had that day ar-

Cough 8. only thing t0 stop & hack.

up " his now fonming horses. iuﬂhﬂ-
ous with rage and rum, in ly he
lashed the horses in and n and
dashied shiead, Indignation had now
taken the place of fear with .thl young
lady. and she exclaimed: “ I'll stop the
raseal if T have to mount. the box my-
s0lf!"™ But it was then too late to avoid
the collision. It came with & crash,
But, strange to say, the carriage stood
the blow and was only partially broken.

Not g0 the milk-wagon; the force of
the carringe tossed it up on two wheels
and threw it entirely off the avenue,

spilling the driver mnd the milk-cans
nroun romiscuously. The shock
brought tﬂe horses to a standstill, The

lucky little Avondale girl at once
Jumped yp to the front seat and on the
hox. ith eyes flashing and with
clenched fist shaking in his face, she ex-
claimed to the driver: * You brute, get
down from this box."

The driver, who a moment before had
been so definnt. nprl‘rlrl'd dumbfounded
at this :Iisrlny of indignation and cour-

i

age on the part of the fair girl, and
meekly climbed, or rather fell, off the
hox, over the wheel to the nd.

“Now," she exclaimed, in a voice of
stern command, and one that meant busi-
ness, * take off that hat!"

The mimnishml‘iphu pulled off his hat.

Then nagain the beautiful girl ex-
claimed :

“ Take off that coat, sir!"

And the cont come off, brass buttons
and all. .

“‘Now, sir, put them in this car-

ringe!

frc:d he put them in the carringe.

Then the fair damsel, tarning to her
escort, who was standing up in the car-
ringe wilnessing the scene with wonder
and amnzement, and filled with intense
admiration for the girl's plack, said, with
a smile, and in the sweetest tone of
voice:

*Won't you please get up on the hox
beside me and take thege lines?"

Ie, of course, quickly mounted the
hox, took the lines, and they drove
rapidly away, leaving the drunken man
standing in the middle of the road, hat-
les« and coatless, and looking like the
fool he was.

Arriving in the city the gentleman
drove directly to the theater, alighted
with his lady friend, sand, sending the
horses and cnarriage to a stable, they
entered the theater. And not one lndy
in the audience would ever have sus-
peeted by her manners or appearance
that this young gir! hind passed through
the exeiting seenes deseribed.

Thanksgiving.

Many of our readers—and they need
not he very old—can reeolleet when
'I‘lmnk.nziviuﬁ day was an exclusively
New England holiday, and in which the
others of the older States did not par-
ticipate. As New Englanders migrated
westward, and helped to found new
States, they carried with them their
unsage of angually observing n duy of
thanksgiving, it i2 thus that the custom
has sprend to other States, until now,
huaving been confirmed by the action of
recent presidents, 'l‘hnnluu‘;lving has be-
come no longer a raﬂin'. ut a national
holiday. It is well that this, originnily
n farmer's holiday, has a general obsery-
ance, It is most fitting t4at the farmers
of this broad lund should on one day in
the year, gather intheir £attered chiid-
ren, and in one of the hollest of temiples
—home —give thanks for that upon
which the prosperity of (he nation rests
—the anbundant harvest. It is pleasant
to think upon Thanksgiwing day in its
Lhigher aspects, but not the less so in
its associntions and its winor influerces

Being emphatically a home holiday, it
more than all others afficts the homes |
of the lnnd, not less the lomes in towns |
and cities than homes apon furms, and |
iong before the day i at hand the
thought that * Thanksgiving is coming ™
controls the movements in houscholds |
everywhere. The homethatis not upon
the farm is none the less to observe the
day; it, too, is to have its * feast of fut |
things,” and the city hovsekeeper looks
to Ler sister in the country for a fatted
turkey “ wherewith to make merry.”
A large share ot the demand for the tur-
key, the bird that has become so essen-
tial to the thanksgiving feast, is su
plied by those farmers whose flocks
number hundreds; but aside from these,
the turkey plays an uu}lmrtnnt part on
many small farms, and the bird, besides |
*furnishing forth™ the material for
many a home feast, is in itsell a cause
for grateful thanks. Many & mother, to |
help the family purge; many adaughter,
in pride at being independent of her
father's hard earnings, to meet her per-
sonal wants, looks to her flock of tur-
keys; and as Thanksgiving draws nigh, |
she counts and feeds her flock with
pleasant anticipation of the day in which
the hopes of many days will be consum- |
mated. Blessed be the ehservance which
touches go nearly so many human hesrts.
Blessed be the day which brings joy to
somany homes—which, to the wanderer, |
wherever he may be, turns his thoughits
towards home. And when has
American farmer had
on Thanksgiving day than now to say - |
“Oh! give tllrmﬁsunm the Lord, for e |
is good and his mercy endureth for-
ever.—American Agriculturist. |

the |
enter occasion

The Remedy for Overworked Bodies,

What is the remedy for the drawn
face, torpid liver and dead stomach of
the man at the desk, at the counter and
pulpit? A little play would be good for
him perhaps, also & little blue pill at |
first, but less and less pill and more play |
-—pin‘}' pure and simple. We want less
of Wall street, more of seaside and
mountain, Let the man of many cares, |
and a slave to them, strike for freedom, |
shake off his cares and return to nature.
It is » chiance between losing time in the |
grave and losing time in play, which is l
fitly named recreation. Many a man
thinks hie hias no love for fishing, but he
has. Ttis latent inall men. The whiz
of n reel and the bend of a pole will
wake it. It will wake the dead. What
is the loss of a day to the landing of &
bass, or even a pickerel? “The thoughts
of youth are long. long thoaghts.” We
have used them vilely, but they survive
even in the time of gray hair and the
evil days when we say we hava no pleas-
ure in them, A day's play is a day's
ourney teward youth; it takes the
biack out ot the blood, it jogs the liver.
If the man Freeman had gone fishing all
day and had s fisherman's luck, he
would not have killed his daughter: he
would have been toosleepy to think of
it. With boys' weariness comes also
the boy's sleep. Men need to touch
earth, to breathe air, and air that has
not been breasthed. Man is an animal,
whatever else and more he is, and must

observe the conditions of P
! ’ apimal lile

TIMELY TOPIUS.

Charles Ar Showe, n Chinaman, be-
came a ten merchant in Boston thirly
years ago, married an American wife,
grew wealthy, and mixed in cultivated
society. Lately he visited his native
Iand, and, on returning. says to the Bos-
ton Herald: *‘Every thing in China
seemed almoet’ns strange to me as it did
to me when I first -amwe to Boston,” He
found few social changes, however,
“Individual taste, if it leads to n devia-
tion from the set forms of sociuty. is
frowned down, and, o long as this feel-
ing is prevalent in China, its people are
slaves to custom, opinion and usage."

With a propitious season next year's
wheat crop in the United States will be
a gigantic one, The crops this year and
last have been immense, but the high
prices that have ruled recently have en-
couraged the wheat raisers to largely in-
crensc their ncreage for next year. In
Illinois and Indiana the increase is from
fifty to one hundved per cent., and that
too when Indiann's crop this year wns
larger than that "“mF other State, The
season has been very favorable for seed-
ing, and the Western farmers have im-

roved it, and mean next yearto he able
iterally to supply the whole world with
bread.

Dr. Fisher, of the imperial German
postoflice, has just published a pamphlet
showing the comparative postal and
telegraph statistics. The letter post of
the whole world for 1873 amounted in
round numbers to 3,300,000.000 letters,
or about 9,250,000 daily; and the num-
bers have been increasin daily at an
astonishing rate. Thus Fﬂ Japan the
number of postoffices in 1872 were 1,159,
and in 1876 it had risen to 3,540, The
number of separate articles which pass.
ed through the Japanese post in 15878
was 47,000,000, of wﬂich 25,000,000 were
letters, 10,000,000 post cards, 9,500,000
newspapers, Post cards were first
hrought into us2 only in 1865, and now
they are employed in almost every coun-
try of the world. The parcels post has,
however, not yet got I.;r-yond thie first
stage of its development. The number
of telegraphic despatches sent in 1877
amounted for the whole glohe to nearly
130,000,000, on an average of 353,000
daily.

|

A singular fact has been recently re-
ported of the people of the little visited
country of Annam, an iudependent
though tributary state on the south of
China. The natives of the country of

ure descent have the great toes of each
oot separated from the others like the
thumb on the hand, and can and do use
their toes in much the same manner that
the thumbs are used, though, of course,
to a much less extent. 1n the vicinity
of the seaport of Sargon, where foreign
intercourse has produced an admixture
of races, thistypical characteristic of the
Annamese is graduanlly pdssing away;
but in the northern seetic ns of the king-
dom, where the rnce has remained dis-
tinet, it i rarely the ease that @ child is
born without Hexible toes. That this
I;m-u]inril\‘ is of great antiquity isshown

v the fact that in the Chinese annuls of
the year 2300 B, C.,there is a description
given of the barbarian tribes that were
then to be found upon the borders of
the Chinese empire, nnd among these one
tribe or race is mentioned as having this
peculiar formation of the big toe.

They have no eivil durage act in Ger-
many, but even there thie necessity of
snme restriction u‘mn the sale of aleo-
Lolie liquorsito such as Liave not sufli-
cient disceretion to use them properly
appears to be conceded.  In various dis-
tricts, by authority of general instrue-

{ hns thrown it exactly over the calf’s
“head.

tions proceeding from the government,
the police have prohibited tuvern keep-
erg from selling or otherwise furnishing
to minors under the age of sixtesn, ap-
prentices or persons mentally deranzed |
or weak, any distiiled spirituous liquors
of whatever description, and a similar |
prohibition will spply 1o swes o con- |
firmed drunkards, whenever the nanes |
of these Iatter have been given to the |
liguor venders with a proper caution.
Disobedience of these orders will be |
[-unis!mbll' by fine and imprisonment;
»ut they are not iutended toapply tothe
sale of beer, the consumption of which |
lias never beex found Lo cause injury to
anybody. The police orders are 1o be |
posted in a prominent place in every
tavern. This news must make (German
liquor sellers in Ameriea fee] less perse.
cuted and forlorn.,

A Young Lady of Pluck. |

A handsome and charming young |

lady, living in one of the suburhs of Cin-
cinnati, accepted an invitation the other
evening to attend the theater, and sug-
ested to hier escort that they should use
er father's horses and carriage to drive |
into the uili,'. which proposition was ac-
eepted by the young wan, During the
afternoon the conchman of the family,
who had always been considered an ex-
cellent one and a reliable mon, was dis- |
covered in an intoxicated condition. He |
was remonstrated with, told that he
must *sober up," as his serviees were
needed to drive to the theater in the
evening. He replied w the reprimands
in an insulting, angry way. When
evaoning came and the young lady's es-
cort had arrived, the carringe was or-
dered at the front door. When the
conchman appeared it wes quite evident
that he was still laboring under & heavy
pressure of whisky., The young lady |
expressed some fears of riding in the
earriage with him on the box, but finally
determined to risk it, nnd got in the car-
ringe, her escort following and sitting by
her side. They were hardly started on
the avenue when their fears were nwak- |
ened, The driver commenced whipping ‘
his horses in a violent manner, and
dashed on down Llie avenue at break-
neck-spesd. The young lady remonstra-
ted, but the drunken drivemassy replied

| their feiction with the clinte logs, They

Scenes In a Colorade Cattle Ranch,

A “Rouvsp Up."—As in more primi-
tive days the different herds ranged in-
termingled over the public domain, so
do they now stray from rancli to ranch,
and at certain sensons of the year they
must he collected nnd separated. They
nre distinguished by ear-marks, and
more especially by brands, said brands
being conclusive and universally ac-
cepted evidence of ownership. In June
and Juy, and in September and Octo-
ber, “ rounding up," or the grand col-
loetion and  separation, takes place,
For each district & master or director of
the * round up" is chosen, whose orders
are implicitly obeyed by the working
force, consisting of from twenty to fifty
men, furnishied by the ranchmen of the
district in proportion to their holdings.
They have two or three horses apiece,
and are accompunnied by nassistants,
herders, cooks, ete,, ete.  Starting from
agiven point, taking a regular course,
and eamping every night, they sweep
over the ranges, Each day they “round
up:" the horsemen scour the country,
and, with the =kill coming from long
practice, gather the eattle together. In
vain does the restive steer hreak away
and run back or aside, theskillful horse-
man is ready tor him, the trained horse
“‘turns on a five-cent piece,” and he is
headed off, and must yield to his fate,
and move on in the pre-ordained track.
The “round up  takes place sometimes
at a “corral,” or large inclosure, some-
times on the open plain.

“Corrisg OrT."—0nly the first pur-
poses of the ** round up " has been sub-
sorved when the eattle are collerted.
Next the cows and ealves must be ** out

| the

ITEMS OF INTEREST.
Philadelphia is to have an elevated
railiond.

What is home without a walking
match? A soleless spot.—New Haven
Registor.

Large numbers of mules are being
shipped from the United Sta tes to the
West Indies,

Lager beer has heen exported from
the United States to London, in con-
siderable quantities, of lnte,

The barrels in which oil is shipped
from the United States to Kurope are
now sent back as ballast for the vessels,

Two men and two dogs killed, by act-
ual count, 1,000 rats in the space nF two
Iéotltra at a slaughter house near Vallgjo,
ui.

A child eighteen months old was re-
cently ﬁtllnﬁ to death by bees at Santa
Ana, Cal, He received seventeen stings
on his forehend.

A man is going to have his name
stamped upon 50,000,000 teothpicks.
That man's name will be in everybody's
mouth.—Meriden Recorder.

When the dentists of this country ean
discover a way to pull teeth without
mnkinf a man wish he had been born n
hen, life will hare vwice as much hap-
piness.—Fres Press.

A member of & London Iadies’ elub
was requested to resign M for kissing her
brother in the dining-room.”" Il she
had kissed him in the mouth instead of
dining-room we presume there
wonldn't have been any fuss ahout jt.—
Keokuk Gate City.

A new disease, commeneing with ner-

out,” and wo saw the ** cow boys " ride
into the herd, single out the cow (with |
ealf following), and with gret skill ex.
tricate her from the throng., The young |
ealves are, of course, not yet marked,

but the presence of one cow makes it

imperative to place that cow’s mark |
on it. Strayed calves, on the other hand
(ealled  * Mauvrics,” from an_ old
Frenchman in Texas who is said to have
added largely to his worldly stores by a
systematic abstraction of these waifs
und steays), are sold for the benefit of
the associnted ranchmen.  ** First cateh
your call,” ns Mra. Glass would say.
Perhaps you may think that this is an
eney task; but you would find, if you
tried it, that you weére never more mis-
taken in your life, for the ease with
which the rancheros accomplish it has
only come with ecarctul training and
long practice. The little animal runs
wonderfully fast, springs, turns and
dodzes almost like n flash; but the cow-
hoy never takes his eyes off of Lim, and
the trained horse, now well warmed up
and entering fully into the spirit of the
chase, responds to, nlmost seems 1o an-
ticipate, every turn of his rider's left
hand and wrist. Meanwhile the Iatter
with hisright arm is swinging his noosod
rope or lasso, and in another minute he

Instantly the horse plunges for-
ward, giving * slack " to the rope, and
allowing it to be wound around the
horn of the saddie; then he moves on,
dragging the ealf alter him, and the
little ereatureis soon in the hands of the
men with the branding-ivons. Thesa
nave been heated in & hot fire, and are
quickly applied, and in a few minutes
the ea I, now indelibly designated ns the
property of his mnster, is again running
ahout.—4. 4. Hayes, Jr., in Harper's
.i!uy:m‘m.

Down a Chute.

A chute is laid from the river's brink
up the steep mountain to the vailroad,
and while we are telling it the monster
logs are rushing, thundering, flying,
leaping down the declivity, They come
with tﬁo speed of a thunderbolt, nnd
aomewliat of its roar. A track of fire
and smoke follows them—fire struck by

descend the 1,700 feet of the chute
fourteen seconds.

in
In doing 8o they drop
700 feet perpendicular. le_-i- strike the
deep water of the pond with a report
that can be heard a mile distant,

Logs fived from acannon could scarcely
have greater veloeity than they have st
the foot of the chute. The averaze
velocity is over 100 feetin a second
throughuut the entire aistance, and st
the instant they leap from the mouth
their specd must be fully 200 per gecond,
A sugnr-pine log sometimes weighs ten
tons. What a missle! How the water
is dushed into the air!  Like a grand
plume of dismonds and rainbows, the
feathery spray is hurled into the air to
the height of o 100 feet. It forms the
grandest fountains ever beheld, How
the waters of the pond foam and seethe
and lash aeainst theshore,

One log, having spent its foree by its
mad plunge into the deep watersg, has
fNonted so"as Lo be st vight angles with
the path of the descending monster.
The mouth of the chute is perhaps fif-

teen feet ahove the surfuce of the water,
A huge log hiarled from the chute eleaves
the rir and slights on the floatling log.
You know how a hullet glances, but can
you imagine a saw-lug giance? The
end stiikes with a hewvy shock. Lut
zlides quickly past for a short distance,
then a crash like a reverberation of
artildery, the falling log springs 150 feet
vertieally into the air, :mrl with a curve
like a rocket fallsinto the pond seventy
yards from the log it struck.—Truckee
YAue.) Republican.

Infallible Cure for Business Interrup-
tions,

A merchant doing business near the
foot of Jeflerson avenue used to spend
about half his time in explaining to
callers why he could not sign petitions,
lend small sums, buy boeks or “nvest in
moonshine enterprises, but that time
has passed, and it now takes him only
two minutes to get rid of the most per-
sistent case. The other day a man
called to sell him a map of Michigan.
He hiad scarcely made known his errand

with insulting remarks and drcve ull | when the merchant put on his hat and

the faster. Her escort asked her per-
mission to speak to the wild and reckless
“Jehu,” and in positive tones told him
he must behave himself and drive cauti-
ously. This interference from an out-
sider seemed to infuriate the man, and
he lashed the horses all the harder,
Down the avenue they flew the carringe
spinning on first one wheel, and then
another, passing other vehicles with 'a

, and filling the inmates of the car-
riage with fear. Just as they started
down a slope of the drive the voung
lady and her friend discovered a milk-
wagon coming leisurely up the road,
with the driver apparently asleep. On
th? dashed, and both the gentleman
and lgdy thought they would strike the
wagon, and at the terrible speed they
were going such a collision would be
either s breaking of bones or instant
death. The ¢ driver was begged
for God'

said :

** Come, and I'll see about it."

He led the wa{lto a boiler shop, two
Liocks distant, wherein s hundred ham-
mers were pounding at irom, and walk-
ing to the centre of the shop and into
the midst of the deafening racket he
turned to the agent and kindly shouted ;

**Now, then, if you know of any
special reason why I should purchase a
map of Michizan please state them at
length.”

The man with the maps went right
out without attempting to state ** renson
the one,” and she merchant tranquilly
returned to his desk to await the next.
—Deiroil Free Press.

The Western IUnion telegraph com-
pany sent 25,000, me&ﬂnu in the year
ending June 30, 1879, the year be-

s-sake to be careful and to *pull

fore it sent 14,500,000,

l

vous twitchings in the legs and feet, and
ending in great emneiation, has been
discuvered by Philadelphia pliysicians,
who aseribe it to the habit of riding in
street cars instemd of walking, and the
peculiar jolting motion of the cars,

A new and singuinr means of incen-
diarism is reported by the Galos, In a
village of Poland n cat was saturated
with kerosene by an unknown party,

|und set on fire: the unhappy anima)
| rushed to and Iro, spreading fire all

around, till it perished in flames, to-
gether with a number of buildings.

London—Is Greatness,

London is a vast world in itsell. You
are impressed, when you find yourself
in it, with its immensity; ns one is im-
pressed by the vast reach of the ocenn
when he steams over it day after day
without a glimpse of land or the siglit,
perchiaps, of n single sail.  You feel like
a more atom in this vast billowy tide of
human life. Cut up into smalier com-
munities London would make a dozen
cities equal in population to New York,
Brooklyn, Boston, Philadelphia, Balti-
more, Washington, Buflalo, Cincinnanti,
Chieago, St. Louis, New Orleans and
San Francisco! It contains mors people
than our six populous New England
States, more than the whole kingdom of
Denmark, more than twice ng many as
Norway., nearly ns many as all Scot-
land. It is snid to contain more Jews
than Palestine, more Catholics than
Rome, more Ivishmen than  Dublin,
more  Scotchmen  than  Edinburgh.
There are omnibuses running across the
city. by us straight a route as the cow-
path streets allow, which start before
five o'clock in the morning and barely
muke two round trips before midnight.

And year by year the great city pushes
out its horders, cncompassing villnge
after village of the outlying suburbs in
its E;}ic.li.'l' wih of pavements, anid water
muinsg, and omnibuses, und busy traffic,
The wvillas around its fringes, as llure
suys, seem to He constantly making an
effort to get into the country und never
succeeding.  Many neighborhoods in
the solialy built vity still bear the names
Ly which they were known when they
were only little hamlets in the fivlds,
miles from the eity gnles—suech as
Chelsen, Kensington, Camberwell, Bays-
wiater, St. John's Woul, ete. It is
partly because of the absorption of zo
many villages in the great metropolis
that it is aillicted with such confusion
in its strest nomenclature.  If you wish
to visit King strect it is possible for you
to explore ninety-four diflerent streets
of that name before you find the right
one, If it is Queen street, your chance
of hitting the right one the first time is
just on@ in ninety-nine. Does your
friend live on Church street—you are
confronted by one hundred snd fifty
streets of that name besides the one you
want! Even of John streets there are
one hundred and nineteen, and of New
streels—new u long while ngo in most
cases—one hundred and sixty-six! It
hecomes a necessity, in such cases, to
give the street o surname, £o to speak—
a8 men begin to take surnames when
James and John and Mary became fre-
quent in the same circle of acquaint-
ance. Streets arve often  designated,
therefore, by sdding the nome of some
well-known thoroughfure into which
they run, or the special neighborhood
to which they helong, as Queen street,
Cheapside; Kipg street, St. James
Square: Church strect, Tooting: High
streot, Marylebone, ete.  And in sny
case the initinls of the general division
of the eity are usually affixed to the ad-
dress—" . C.." lor East Centey; “'W,
C.." West Center; 8, E." Southeast;
“N.," North, ete.—Gaond Company.

Thirteen Days Without Food,

The steanmship England reached New
York from Liverpool after o rough pus-
sage. 'When a"longshoreman disernded
into the fore hold, which was stowed
full of barrels, packed 80 closely as to
leave only a space of about three feet
between them and the deck, he heard
talking.and suddenly tourhed something
that his lantern thowed to be a human
body. Scon atterward the sailors
drageed to the light a man still alive and
econscious, but o reduced by slarvation
that L:e was only a living skeleton, with
skin like shriveledparchment drawn over
his hones. The shiln‘s physician trie | to
force nourishment down the stowaway's
throat; but he was too far gone, and
in half an hour he died. Tt was evident
that he was a foreigner, and when he
was first taken on deck an Austrian gir]
from nmong the steernge prasengers sue-
ceeded in understanding a few words
that lie was able to murmur. He begged
for water,said that he had tasted neither
food nor drink since the day the shiP
sailed and that his name was ** Harry.”
That was all he was able to say. His
body was sent to the morgue. In the
narrow spuce into which the stowawsy
had squeezed bimself just before the
stenmehip sailed, ho could only lie down
or erawiaround over the heads of the
barrels; but could not stand nor cou d
he sit upright. His clothing showid
that in his terrible hunger he had
gnawed it, a5 be had nlso gnawed biis of
wood from the barrels.




