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Two Drommers.
A LEGOEND OF THE ROAD.
It was two rival drommers
Tho morits that did blow
OF safes were in Bt, Louis made
And eafes from Chioago.

They chanced npon a merchant
Who fain & vafe wonuld buy,

And iu the praise of their houses’ wares
The drummers twain did vie,

Eaols striving to eee which could constroot
The most colossal lie,

Up spake the 8t, Louis drommer:
*"Once & man n ost did take

And locked the animal in & eale
Of our superior make.

“They wade & bonfre round the sale
With tar and kerosone,

And for four-and-twenty houre it blaned
With raging heat, I ween.

“The fire went out, the eafe wan cooled,
And I will forfeit five

Hundred good dollars if that oat
Did not come ont alive.”

Then mild aprpake and snawered him
The Chiesgo safe agent:

** With our safe one day we did essay
The same experiment,

' We placed the eafe selected on
OF coals » fiery bed,
And pitched-pine we heaped in conl-oil
Ftoeped
Till the iron glowed bright red;

Aud in forly-eight hours we ope'd the safe, |

And, nlaz! the cal was dead "

*Was dend 7 Ala 1" his rival eried,
With a trinmphant breath;

Bat the Chicago man rejlied:
**Yes, Lhe cat wes frozen to desth !

No word that Bt. Lonis drummer spoke,
But silent he stood and wan,
While the Kansss merchant an order gave

To the Ch cago man, |
|

Better Late Than Never.

His name was Jolin Holt ; and, more-
over, he looked like his name, or like
the imnge which the sound of his name,
in & musical ear, would call up in the
miud. Physically he was so well pro-
rortioned that his weight could searce-
¥ be guessed, and g0 broad-shouldered
that yon had to set him beside another
man in order to realize his superior
height, His ¢kin waes fair and his eyes
blne, but the hair, which bad been tow- |
colured iu his ebildiood, had deepened |
to browu, Juhu Holt's face was not
ons of those which are ealled expressive, |
but wore, in repose, pretty ncarly al-
ways the same look, |

Mrs, Holt biad a large and valnable |
farm just on the borders of the town.
Btreets had orept graduslly about ber
flelds and surrounded them on three

sides ;on the fonrth woedlands stretched |

back toward the east. Why she should
give the control of thie place to John,
instead of to oneof hissharper brothers,
was A puzzle even in her own mind,
The only reason she counld give was that |
John was steady and more likely to re-
main at home than the others were,

John was in love with pretty Nellie |
Cramer, a neighbor's danghter ; but one |
day when he started t tell hier gf his |
passion she stopped Lim short with a
langh and a ** Nonsense, John |”

He never got sugry with Ler, How
ocould he? Bat sometimes o shadow
wonld drop over his face, and he
wouldn't have much to say to her for a |
time, Then, when she went to him with |
her coaxing wuys, apd luid her little
hand on his arm, whispering:

“ Now, don't be vexed, John; I like |
you so much; bat I don’t want you to |

[ ant of
| toldly.

| her,"

| the dropped her eyea without being
| uble to speak & word,

{ T want you tell me what you think

| of James Leo. Tell me if you think I'd
| better marry him. Tell me if you think
Lie cares enongh for me to go just where
I say and live where 1 wish.'

The eolor waved again in John Holt's
face, and he drew a quick breath. Some
| impulee (o speak seemed to come npon
him. Glancing np for his answer, Nellie
| saw the change and added a word:

* Yon ses, John, I like Albert Leigh-
| ton better than I do James,"”

The eolor and light droppod out of
his face sgiin, and a rim of even, white
teeth preesed lor an iustaut his under

p
' “"Then why don't yon marry Albert
Leighton " he asked, looking up into
the tree that spread over his head, and
reaching to break a slender twig,

“*He never asked me to,"” she an-
swered demurely.

"y nu%pone he means to, doesn’t he 7"
neked John, looking at her with a glance
| that might e called almost baughty.

‘‘How can I tell ?” Nellie pouted.
* Men are 8o queer. The mostof them
| wonld rather wait to be asked, I think."

‘“If you want my advice, I will give
it," John said, twisting and flinging

away the little twig in his hand, * If
{un like Albert, don’t keop James Lee
n Buspense, You have no right to do
it. You can’t serionsly think of mar-
ryinq oneman when yon prefer another,
If Albert likes yom, as I believe he
does, take him, He's a good fellow.”
= ¥on think so1” the girl said, look-
ing up suddenly.
{ **I think so0," he repeated, tnming
| nwaﬁ'. ' Now let's go np to the honse,”
| Bhe ll, by
ittle

rose nnd walked quietly u
eegea downcast. At the gate

| his side, her fair, girlish face n
| pale, her
| she stopp
| "I will not go in, now,” she said, in
| 2 low tone, ‘I will go home,”
He merely bowed, and looking back
{ after o fow stops she saw that he had
uol entered the house, but was stealing
ofT toward the barn,
| The next week James Lee commenced
{ ¢ violent flirtation with Bessie Holt,
| Johw's sister, and in a month the two
were engaged, Nellie laughed and |
turned the light of her smiles npon Al- |
| bert Leighton, a handsome, dashing fel. |
| low, who had been crazy about Lee for
| the last rix months, John Holt raid
nothing, but was rather cool about his
sister's engagement,
“Yon eee, suspense wonld have killed
bim,"” Nellie whispered, mischievously,
*“Ihope he isn’t mnrrying my sister
pique toward youn,” John said
“'If I didn't think Beesie loved
him too well to give him up, I'd tell

““Ard belray my confidence, John
Holt,” Nellie exclaimed, *1I tell you,
he is like most of yon men—purely eelf-
ish. He didn't care a fig about me, I
think he seems to like Bessie,”

** When are fou going to get mar-
ried ? "' he asked abruptly.

The question came 8o suddenly that
for once the girl lost her composure, A
crimeon blush swept over ber face, and

Of course, ehe recovered herself in al
minute, nod protested that she had no
thought of marrying. Any woman would
have doue the sama, But the blueh had
vonvicted lier in John Holt's eyes, and
he scarcely heard a word that she said,

It was winter, and while they talked
they were waiting, with half a dozen
others, for n large sleigh that was com-
ing to take them out to a parly given by
a friend reven or eight miles off in the
conntry, Even before Nellie's blusb
bad faded, the tramplivg and jingling
al the gate attracted their attention, and
Albert Leighton put his head in at the

** Jilted me I' he said, flaahed as much
with noger as with surprire. ** What
do yon mean, mother ? We hinve always
been good frinnrlu, but never any more,
I never gave hor the chance to jilt me."

*Thon, why don’t you give her the
chanos ?" persisted his mother, who did
not choose to give up, now that the ice
was broken, **Nell is a good girl, if
she does flirt a little, I nlvm{n thought
that she liked you, ouly that yon were
too slow to see it. ’I‘hen. Nell has got
a little money of her own that wonldn't
be amiss, "

‘¢ Yon are entirely mistaken, mother,”
he said decisively, Don’t let us say any
more abont it,"”

““ Oh, you great fool I muttered the
mother, looking after him ne he went
ount, ** Was there ever a man so blind |
He is no more fit to live in the world
than an angel out of heaven is.”

Then, seeing Nellie Oramer gum;s
the street, she lifted her voice and eall
her in,

The girl came in, wondering at snch
a peremptory snmmons,

* Qome and sit by me " commanded
the matron, and Nellie obeyed,

Mrs. Holt seanned her from head to
foot; the neat, trim figurs, in its snungly-
fitting paletot of dark gray, the green
bonnet, that brought out her fresh,
olear color with a new lusler, and the
fair, bright lace,

** Did %un know that our John is go-
ing to Onalifornia?" said Mrs, Holt,
?bmplly, her keen eyes on the girl's
R08*

All the eolor faded out of it in an in-
stant, and Nellie Oramer dropped into a
chair as suddenly as if she had been
shot. Bhe sat there and looked at the
other with her strained eyes, but said
no word.

““Yes,” said Mrs, Holt, unable to re-
press a slight smile of satisfaction at
this proof of the correctness of her sur-
mige, ** yes, he's set on going, in spite
of all that I can say. He is goiog in n
month or six weeks, Let me see; this
is the middle of April, He says he
shall start by the first of Jnue at far-
thest.”

That smile of Mrs. Holt's was an nun-
fortunate one, Nellie bad always feared
those sharp eyes, and now the thounght
flashed upon heér mind that John's
mother was trying to expose and morti-
fy her., A woman's pride will do a
great deal for her, even when her heart
is breaking. It bronght the color to
her face n%ain, and strengthened bher
trembling limbs, It steadied her voice
and her eyes. Mrs, Holt was puzzled
and disconcerted by the sudden change.

““T'm so sorry I'"" Nellie snid, in a tone
of fearless regret. ** We can scarcely
get along without John, Heseems such
a stand-by, Bat men onght not to ba
lied at home, I think, If they choose
to go, they should be allowed their own
wiy., There he is now, in the garden, I
am going out to speak to him of it.”

““Tryto coax him to stay, Nellie,”
anid the mother, in a tone of more en-
treaty than perhaps she had ever nsed
in her life before, *‘* He isa good sun,
and I can't get along without him. I
think you can keep him if yon will,”

This prayer wenld have been effect-
nsl, bnt for the memory of that emile
which rapkled in the girl's heart. Had
al:e not given John Holt everyencour-
agement, if he had cared abodt her?
Had she not said and done things so
affectionate toward him that shy bhad
blnshed with shame thiuking of them
alterward 1 John was no fool, and if he
had cared for her, he might have under-
stood, He had probably been trying to
put her back,

With these thonghts burning in her
Leart, Nellie Cramer went directly to
John Holt as he walked up and down

door to eall them, Bessie and her lover
came forth from an adjoining room, au-

the garden, He stopped, seeing her,
and looked wistfully into her face.

talk nonsense,” he would look down and | other group came up from o distant | Though he had denied Lis mother so

emile, thongh wot very brightly, and |

Ftomiue to try to avoid nonsense in the |

ature ; euding his promise with a sigh,
““Dear me ! T do wish you wouldn't

figh 50, John 1" the girl would esy, pet- | selves; Nellie was lovely as a pink and | Her head was erect, and her face

tishly, *‘It mukes me feel melancholy
to hear yon One would think I had |
done something dreadful to yon,”

window, and they allran gayly ont and |
and bundled into their places, |

The party passed off as such things |
usually do,  All geemed to enjoy them- |

full of misehief, Leighton was attentive,
and Johu Holt was cheerful and kind to |

decidedly, her words had not been with-
ont weight. Women understand each
other, Could it be possible? And
there was Nellie coming down the walk,
per-
ale,
onr

fectly composed, thongh slightly
“T am eo sorry,” she began, **

everybody, He was fully as quniet ns| mother has been telling me yonr plans,

Then John Holt would smile again, | nsual, to be sure, and rather avoided | Of conrse, you know best what is good

still less brightly, and promise to try |
not to sigh any more,

Buch little scenes as this were mere !
asides, however, Nellie usually

Nellie Cramer, but it is doubtful if any

one but herself noticed that. I
It was twelve o'clock when they start- |

od to go home, and the moon had set. |

for you, and I have been telling her to

let you bave your own way. Bat we

shall all be sorry to lose you, John,"
That was all, He gave n last grasp

aid |
but little attention to John, being chfeﬂy | At first their gayety held out, but after | at his self-command, and held it, There

ocoupied in dancing, flirting and quar- |
reling with his more showy brother |
Frank, or with any other gay fellow who |
was 8o unfortunate as to be taken with |
bher pretty face, For Nellie was an in- |
corrigible flirt, It was only when she |
- had no one else to talk to, or wanted to |

# mile or so fatigne and wanl of sleep |
began to tell u them, and one by one |
they fell into silence,

**John," Nellie said, * there is just
room for me on the seat with yon. May
I come there? 1t is cold here,” .

He made room for her in silence, and !

was a short formal conversation ; both
50 engaged in making a pretense of be-

{ ing kind and friendly, and just as nsual,

that each could not perceive that the
other was also making a pretense ; and
fonr weeks alter they parted with tol-
erable composure, and John Holt went

pique some other lover, or when she | she left her discomfited escort and took | to California,

wanted some real servioe, that she went |
to John, who was sometimes pleased and |
sometimes hurt to see that she came to |
Him only when she wanted help or
advice,

““You are a sort of grandfather, yon
know,"” she said one day, giving his arm
n 8gueeze, “‘I bave an idea that yon
are ahout seventy-five years old, How
old are yon, John 7"

“I am only one-third of that,” he
eaid, smiling, ** I am only a month past
twenty-five, "

““Poesible ? Well, yon must bave
been very old when you was born, Be-
sides, twenty five is old to me, I am
only ninateen, Now you come and hear
my story and tell me what to do. I came |
over here on pur[:ase to see you,"

Joln followed her obediently through
the garden and down to a bench under
the shadow of the beech grove on the
lawn; and when she took her seat there
he leaned against the trunk of & tree and |
waited, looking down on her,

** Yon see, John,” she began, *“I've |
had an cffer.”

John Holt was tanned that summer,
but throngh the brownuess one might
have geen a faint blush ron overiu'.n
face, Nellie didn't see it, for she was
looking down and rolling her apron tas-
Rels, o very bright color in her own

o,

There was & woment's silence after
this snoouncement, and seeing that he
was expected to say something, John
preseutly said * Yeq "

** Ob, if you don't want to advise me,
I won't trouble you," the girl flung ont,

rising in a pet,
* Oome back, Nellie,” he said, kind-
‘1 am not cross, only tell me what

Iy.
agaio with & little

you want."
Bhe seated hersclf
quiver I her lip,

her place next that strong shoulder, |

Then silence fell again; but after|
awhile, in the darkness, John Holt was |
aware of a light pressnre against his
arm, then a soft, plaintive whisper stole
into his ear,

“T1am g0 aleeply, John 1"

He turned a little—why not? they |
were old friends—and lifted his arm to
the back of the seat, took the head softly
and tenderly to his bosom, And so she
lay in that faithful and tender clasp till
they drew near home; then, with one
whispered word of loving gratitude
‘" Nobody is 80 good as you!" she drew
away, and took Albert Leighton’s hand
to step out at her own door.

After a stir in his own mind, John

Holt concluded that Nellie and Albert
had quarreled, He sighed, since she
conld not hear and so be annoyed,
pitied the girl, and then went steadily
about his work. The waters of his soul
were too claep for babbling,
_ When spring came, for the first time
in his life John electrified his friends,
He was going to Qalifornin. The an- |
nouncement was made guietly but firm-
ly, and he stood like a rock, against
which expostulation beat itself to spray, ,
He gave reasons, and absolutely |
mlllflntnin his right to choose for him-
self,

*“ Youn have always said, mother, that
gou wished I were more venturesome,"

a'n"ul. “I am going to please you
now,

‘* But how is the farm to get along
withont you ?” she objected,

** Frank understands everything sund
can manage,”

Mrs, Holt took oo aud, breakin
over some little awe, w lah, in spite
ber talk, she felt for her son, spoke ont;

| her face clearly.

He stayed there five years, and sent
bis mother her gold spoon, He stayed
three years longer, and then came home
himself. Nellie was Nellie Cramer &till,
they told him, and was much sobered.
Some way she hadn't seemed to care

much about flirting for several years,

Her father and mother were dead, and
she was keeping house for an nnmuarried
brother, There were hints that {he new
minister went to see her very often, but
Mrs, Holt didn't believe that Nellie
wonld look at him,

John listened, and, when evening
came, tock his hat and went out for a
walk, No one but his own family as
yet knew of his retnrn, and he was re-
solved to see himself the effeet of his
coming on Nellie, The soft spring twi-
light was gettling down when hereached
her house, and as he walked quietly up
the path a slight figure sat in a window,
looking out, singing lowly to herself in
a mournful reverie,
him; but when he came nearer he saw
The round outlines
and bright color were gone, but he was
foreed Eo own that she had grown far
more beautiful. The chastened Iuster
of the eyes, the firmer, sweeter closing
of the mouth, the purer and more per-
fect outlines—all belonged to one wheo
had eaten of the b of sorrow, and
bed found s blessing in the bitterness,

Bomething swept over his beart with

assionate foree-—some t, some
ron ing, he scarce knew what. If he

suffered at losing her eight years
before, he felt that such m loss now
wounld kill him. He quietly entered
the open door, paused on the threshold
of the room where she sat slove, Bhe
still sang softly, but, as he looked,

** Jobn, has that Nell Cramer jilted
you?"

i d becawe rilent,
'te?mhﬁ’ oald heve sid, bat
bis voloe was ouly » whisper,

Blhe did not see | th

He went forward into ,’“lo shadowy
room,

““Ja it you, James ?“rtt:r“id' half
turning, ox{owting her b :

John took a step nearer, And this time
his voice did not fail. i

f Nellio 1" ,

Bhe started, lalf aros®, hesitated,
then, as he took one rtep s Bprang
with a glad ory ioto his exbended arms,

‘*1 thought yon would Dever come,
John 1" she sobbed, y

“Were yon waiting for mei” he
asked, ** Did you ocare for me before 1
went away ?"

“Then and alws!l, John, How
conld yon ba so blind ?"

Jobn Holt smoothed her hair tender
ly, for one moment of silence; then ox
Jnimed, aua though some t truth
bad suddenly dawned uponm.

“T deserve it | I always thonght
them wrong, but ihey were right, I
waa, indeed, o great fool.”

Funerals in New York.

““Is there as much extravagance in
funerals as there used to be?” inguired
a New York reporter of an undertaker,

“Oh, nol I suppose lew trades snfler
more severely from the hard times than
ours, Persons who used o spare no
expense at the funerals of their dead
now oalculate every penny, and in all
oases, except, strange to say, the very
poor, the desire for displ'ﬂ has given
place to strict economy, ere are ox-
ceptions, of course, but they are few
and far between. In the past twenty
years an almost entire change has been
worked in one essential of funerals, I
mean the carriages. In old times it was
customary for families t0 send out
funeral invitations, and provide ecar-
ringes for those who came, but now the

ractice in for friends of the family to

ire their own earriages, This enstom
was in vogue among the Irish man
years ago, but now it is gaining groun
among the Germans and Americans, It
is no uncommon thing in Irish funerals
for four friends of the dead persons to
hire a carriage and attend the funeral,
and the Germans are rapidlg adopting
the same economical habit, Bince 1869
the falling off in the nnmberof carriages
has been gradnal, but steady, Then a
hiearse followed by one hundred oar-
ringes was not regarded as a rarity ; now
if half that number of carrigges were in
line persons would wonder who is dead,
The French and Italians generally like
to provide carriages for those invited to
funerals, but the former are gradually
settling into the Irish-American custom,

*“ Bat, talking about peoor persons’
funerals,” the nndertaker resumed, alter
having opened a case and gazed for a
while in silent ecstacy at & group of
polished caskets, *' yon onght to go to n
colored person’s burying. You have no
idea how provident and methodical the
better class of colored folks are as to
their funerals. Why, in thia neighbor-
hood alone they have establiched a num-
ber of burial societies that are well sup-
ported. The principle of these institn-
tions in mnch like that of the building
asgociatione so popular in Philadelphia
and other cities, The members pay so
much ench per month mutil a certain
sum is reached. Bhould death overtake
them before that sum is paid, the societ,
buries them out of its surplus funds.
know of colored women who belonged to
three or four of these societies at one
time, One that we buried last week
bad a burial fund of $200, and every
cent of it was epent on her funeral by
the heirs. Poor things! They in-
herited nothing, But in all ocolored
funerals, mostly, the family hires the
earringes, and friends are invited pretty
much as they wounld be to a feast, The
undertaker is handed a list of those who
are to ride to the cemetery, and seats
the persona accordingly. 8o thoroughly
ir ench detail arranged, that the load
for each carriage is designated, the pre-
ference being given first to relatives and
then to frienda.”

Results of Aerial Navigation,

Mr, . O. Btedman, the poet, writes
in Seribner of this subject, which he
confesses to be his ** hobby,” The paper
is in a hall hemorous, half serions tone,
but discusses practically the canses of
failure heretofore and the desiderata of
final snccess, Mr, Btedman speaks
thus buoyantly of some of the nltimate
results 0{ aerial navigation :

Not only by these processes of con-
struetion, but also by the power and
freedom gained through their snccess, a
delightinl reflex influence will be ex-
erted npon the estheties of life, Poetry
and romance will have fresh material
and a new /ocale, and imagination will
take flights unknown belfore, Land-
soapes painted between earth and
heaven must involve novel prineciples of
drawing, color, light and shade, Musie,
like the songs of Lohengrin, will be
showered from serial galleys, In every
way the resources of social life will be
50 enlarged that at last it truly may be
said, ‘' Existence is itself a joy.”
Bporte and reoreations will be
strangely multiplied, Rich and poor
alike will make of travel an every-day
delight, the former in their private
aeronocns, the latter in large and multi-
form strmetu corresponding in use
to the excusion-boats of our rivers and
barbors, the ** floating palaces” of the
people, and far more uumerous and
splendid. The enda of the earth, its
rarest places, will be visited by all,
The sportsman can change at pleasure
from the woods and waters of the North,
e runways of the deer, the haunts of
the salmon, to the pursuit of the tiger
in the jungle or the emn in the Aus-
tralian bush, An entirely new pro-
fession—that of sirmanghip--will be
thoroughly organized, employing a
countless nrmy of t officers and
““airmen,” The adventurons and well-
to-do will have their pleasure yachts of
the air, and take hazardous and de-
lightful ornises. Their vessels will
differ from the cumbrous servbats in-
tended for fmig?it and emi t busi-
ne;u. will I:uﬁ stened }rli_b beautiful
and suggestive names—Iris, Auro
Hebe, Gavymede, Hermes, Ariel, aﬁ
the like—and will vie with one another
in grace, readiness and speed,

——

When dees the rain become too famil

iar with ? Wheu it begins
o 2 har bk Wt
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POTATOES AND DIPHTHERIA.

Navel Theory of n Nebraska Dector. who
Cinlms Diphtheria s Produced by Ex-
cossive U'se of Pointoes.

Melville O, Keith, M. D., of Lincoln,
Neb., writes to the 6hir.lgo Inter-Ocean
as follows: Some seventeen gem ago
the attention of my father, Dr, Alvan
Keith, Iate of Angusta, Me., was called
to the fact that children who were not
fond of thetuber known as Irish potatoes
were not subject to attacksof that muoh-
dreaded malady diphtheria. Following
ont this hint, he advised families of his
friends to avoid the use of this vegeta-
ble among the children, and until his
decense he wns nconstomed to make the
nssertion that rotten potatoes produce
the throat disease known as diphtherin,
It may not be inac{:pro riate to remark
that he was consi aroﬂP A VOry EuOCcess-
ful practitioner in the treatment of this
disease.

In 1865 the writer visited S8an Fran-
ciseo, and was there engaged in the
practice of medicine nntil 1887, Daring
that period of time he had an ngportun-
ity of fnlly testing the truth of the
statement of potatoes being a producer,
or at least an approximate canse of the
condition known as diphtheria. In 8056
casen in and about 8an Francisco, the
fact was noted that every one who had
the true diphtheria was an eater of Irish
potatoes, The writer is well aware of
the Emsumptiva charge of novelty, to
say the least of the assertion, and for
this reason has hesitated to place himsell
on record, The condition of many fami-
lies in the West, and more especially in
this Btate and Kansas, urges the under-
signed, as a matter of intereat tothe hn-
man family to make pablic a series of
observations for the past two years in
the West., During this time thirty cases
have come under my direct supervision
and prescriptions, More than 200 have
been carefully inguired after, and in
every case it has been proven that the
diphtheritic patient had been a potato-
eater; and in a large majority of in-
stances the patient had been known aa
nn excessive eater of the tuber. A rule
to hold good shonld bhe valid from both
sides, The undersigned made the fore-
going statements to a very intelligent
lady of this eity, now a teacher in a dis-
tant city, and the result Las been that
where the diplitheria prevailed fatally
last year they have (by the influence of
this ley) largely refrained from eating
potatoes, or only eaten them to a ve
moderate extent, and the disease is al-
most unknown, In my practice in this
ocity and county the offer has been to
treat any one free of compensation, if
they would nvoid the use of Irish pota-
toas, As a sequence not one of the pa-
tients who was not a potato-eater has
been threatened with the disease. In
many of the inland toyns of this State,
the writer has patients, and in some of
the infected districts the families of
those who have learned of this simple
preventive have escaped any attack of
throat disense, although the potato-eat-
ers on either side of them have unfor-
tnnately bad cases of diphtheria wuich
reenlted fatally,

It wonld not be in accordance with the
well-known proclivities of medical men
if the writer did not hava a theory to
account for these facts, and a special
treatment to correspond with the belief
of the constitutional cause, He has;
but the theory, like many others, is
ounly parlially developed or proven, and
could easily be argned. The facts, em-
bracing a period of seventeen years and
& knowledge of 1,100 cases, are, in the
writer's estimation, incontrovertible, and
may be summed up as follows: The
writer maintains that the person who
does not use the tuber known as Irish
potato can never have the disease known
a8 diphtheria; thet in every case of
diphtherin (true) will be found an
habitnal eater of [rish potatoes.

The Laundries in New York.

The mapnager of one of the larger
lanndries of New York lately said that
there were between five and six hnn-
dred important laundries in the eity,
connting steam lanndries that do the
work of large manufactnrers of white
goods and of hotels and restanrants,
and the hand lanndries doing honse-
hold work, The first steam lanndries
weresatarted in Boston, in 1858, SBeveral
steam laundries in New York employ
from 100 fo 150 hands. The Empire
laundry, doing the work of fifteen hotels
and restanrants, turns ont 40,000 pieces
a day, or more than 1,000,000 a month,
washed, dried and finished, These
pieces include sheets, pillow cases,
white towels, silver towels, brown
towels, brown table clothe, white table
cloths, napkins, curtains, jackets, aprons,
connterpanes, blankets, bed covers,
pillow covers, chair covers, table eovers,
erumb vloths and dollies, Tn the per-
formance of this work there are used
$4,000 worth of soap, £1,000 worth of
starch, $250 worth of bluing a year,
and the pay roll amounts to £26,000
yearly.

Another lapndry manager said that
the smonnt of private washing done in
the public laundries has increased im-
mensaly since the establishment of the
first large public lanndry, the New York,
at Bergen, N. J., in 1866. The largest
are the Bt. Denis, Californis, Home,
Btuyvesant and New York, The work
they do is mainly for persons living in
flata, boarders, bachelors, and transient
hotel guests, Notwithstanding the

reat facilities offercd by the public

aundries, most housekeepers prefer to
bave their washing done at home. The
ublie laundries that do private wash-
ng o not use steam or any machinery
except the gimple ‘‘ patent wringer "
and ** housewife's washboard,” becuuse
no machinery ever invented could do
the necessary fluting, puffing, scallop-
ing, and deing up. The charges range
from seventy-five cents to 89 a dozen.

The laun business requires very
little capital ; the work is simple and
the terms are invariably cash. No class
of business men lose so litlle money
from bad debts as the laundry men, and
the reason is plain ; they slways have
smple security for their bills in the
clothing that they wash, and clothing is
never returned until the bill is paid,

It is estimated that from one and n
half to five million dollars are invested
iu lsundries in New York, giving em-

m“th from ten to twenty thou-

(Care of the Eyes.

The sight in most persons begins to
fail from forty to fifty years of age, na is
ovidenced by an instinctive preference
for large print ; & seat near the window
for reading is selected ; there is an effort
to place the paper ata convenient dis-
tance from the eye, or to turn it eo as to
get a partionlar reflection of the light ;
next the finger begins to be placed un-
der the line read, and there is a winking
of the eye as il to cleur it, or a looking
away at some distant object to clear it ;
or t[:e fingers nre pressad over the closed
lids in the direction of the noss, to re-
move the tears caused by straining,

Favor the failing sight as much as
posaible, Looking into a bright fire,
especinlly a ooal fire, is very injurious
to the eyes. Looking at molten iron
will soon destroy the sight ; reading in
the twilight is injurions to the eyes, as
they are obliged to make great exertion,
Reading or sewing with a side light in-
jures the eyes, as both eyes should be
exposed to an equal degree of light.
The reason is, the sympathy between
the eyes is so Erent that if the pupil of
one is dilated by being kept partially in
the shade, the one that is most exposed
cannot contract itself sufliciently for pro-
teotion, and will nltimately be injured,
Those who wish to preserve their sight
shonld observe the followi nE rules, and
Er;q?ne their general health by correct

abite ;

1st, By sitting in snch a position as
will allow the light to fall obliquely
over the shoulder npon the page or sew-
ing.

2d. By not using the eyes for such
purposes by any artificial light.

35' By avoiding the special use of
the eyes in the morning before break-
faat,

4th. By resting them for hall a mio-
nte or so while reading or rewing or
looking at emall objects ; and by looking
at things at a distance, or up to the sky ;
relief is immediately felt by so doing,

Gth, Never pick any collected matter
from the eyelashes or corners of the
eyes with the finger-nails ; rather moist-
en it with the saliva and rub it away
with the ball of the finger,

6th. Frequently j.ass the bell of the
finger over the alosed eyelids toward the
nose ; this carries off an excess of water
into the nose itsell by means of the little
canal which leads into the nostril from
each inner corner of the eye, this canal
havibg a tandeno[\: to elose up in con-
seqnenceof the light inflammation which
attends the weakness of the eyes,

Tth, Keep the feet always dry and
warm, €o a8 to draw any excess of blood
from the other end of the body,

Sth. TUse eyeglasses at first carried in
the vest pocket attached to the gnard, for
they are instantly adjustod to the eye
witE very little tronble, whereas, if com-
mon speotacles nre used such a process
is required to get them ready that to
have trouble the ¢yes are often strained
to auewer a pnrpose,

Oth., Wash the eyes abnudantly eve:
morning. If cold water is nused Iet it be
flapped sgainst the closed eyes with the
fingers, not striking hard against the
balls of the eyes,

10th. The moment the eyes feel tived,
the very moment yon are conscious of
an effort to read or sew, lay aside the
book or needle, and tike a walk for an
hour, or employ yonrself in some active
exercise not requiring the close use of
the eyes.

—————

Theatricals Ia China,

The Celestial empire has much the
resemblance to an immense fair, where,
amid a perpetual flnx and reflnx of buy-
era and sellers, of brokers, lonngers and
thieves, you see in all quarters stages
and monntebanks, jokers and comedians,
laboring uninterruptedly to amuse the
publie. Over the whole surface of the
conntry, in the burghe and villages, rich
and poor, mandaring and people—all,
without exception, are passionately fond
of drumatiec representations, There are
theaters everywhere; the great towns
are fnll of them, There ia ne littlo vil-
lage but has its theater, which is usnally
opposite to the pagoda, aud sometimes
even forme a part of ik, In some cases
the permanent theaters are not found
snfficient, and then the Chiness con-
struct tempor ones, with wonderful
facility, ont of bamboo. The Ohinese
theater is extremely simple, and its ar-
rangements exclude all idea of scenio
illusion, The decorations are fixed, and
do ot change as long as the piece lasts,
One w.uld never know what they were
intended for, if the actors did not take
care to inform the public, and correct
the motionless character of the scenes
by verbal explanations, The only ar-
rangement ever made with a view to
scenic effeet is the introduction of a
trap-iioor in front of the stage, for the
entrances and exiis of supernatnral per-
sonages, and goes by the name of the
*(Gate of Demous,”

Cat’s Customs,

Cats are not supposed to have the in
telligeuce of dogs, says an exchange.
and yet if we observe them we find that
they are capabie of a great degree of
reasoning, A eat belonging to ns had a
kitten, which, when it had learned to
drink milk from the sancer with its
mother, was given to a wmeighbor, For
mauy days after the old cat never drank
more than a certain quantity of the
milk qlven to Ler, leaving the rest for
the kitten, which she hourly expected
to retnrn, After a time, finding the
kitten did not come, ghe resumed her
habit of drinking the whole of the milk

placed in the sancer, We were calling
at a oottage when an old eat came io,
“Ah!" gaid the woman of the house,
‘“shie hes been to see what onr neigh-
bor's cat has got for her, Bhe is too
old to bunt for herself, so our neigh-
bor's cat will keep s mounse or & bird
for her, and she goes regnlarly every
morning to ses what there is for
her,” Another cat we have seen
who has been taught tricks in the same
manner a8 & dog, and il Ler master
places her on the table and says ** Die,"
she will lie quite motionless, and not
move A paw or her tail nntil he tells her
to get up, when she jumps up immedi
ately and is as [risky as ever,

“ 1 walked the floor all

feali:f
yout"

ight with the
toothache,"” said he; to which his un-
listener replied: " Yon didn't | hs
to welk the ceiling with it, did | der,

- Quiet Lives.

In & valley, oontnries ago,
Grow a little forn leaf, green and slender—
Veining delicate and fibers tender;
Waving when the winds crept down so low,
Rashes tall, and moss snd grass grew
round it,
Playtol sunbeams darted in and found It;
Drope of dew stole down by night and erown
od it;
But no foot of man ¢'er oame that way,
Earth was young and keeping holiday.

Upolesn ¢ Lost 7 There came s thonghtful
man,
fearching nature's seoreta far and deep:
From & fissure in a rooky steep
He withdrew a stone o'er which there ran
Fairy pencilings, a quaint design,
Leafage, veinings, fibors clear and fine,
And the fern's life lay in every line !
8o, I thiok, God hides some sonls away,
Bweelly to surprise us the last day |

ITEMS OF INTEREST.

Reigning favorites—Umbrellas,
Exocellent wash for the face—Water,
Wanted—A life-boat that will float on
a sea of troubles,

Gloves were first worn by our hand-
cestors in the tenth century.

What iz the size of the needle that
earried the threads of discovrse ?
Brown thinks that all-absorbing tales
should be printed on blotting-paper,

The onion originated in Europe. So
important facts lsak out one by one,
The eldest son of the Prince of Wales,
Prince Albert Victor, is fifteen years
old.

A number of horses have been poison-
ed in Koneas by being fed raw castor
beans,

If & word spoken in time is worth one
picce of money, silence in its time is
worth two,

Toads and frogs were originally intro.
duced into the Bandwich islands to ex-
terminate cockroaches,

Examination of 8,000 grammaur school
pupils at Boston shows that abont five
per cent, of the boye are color-blind,
and only abont one-half of one per cent.
of the girls.

In Egypt mnmmies feed the fires that
sropel the ivon horee on the railroads,
hese dried-up human bodies, are said
to make a very hot fire, Their supply
is almost inexhanstible,
““ There is nothing imponsible.' ex
claimed & man who was digconrsing on
Edison’s achievements. That man, to
find ont how egregiously he is mistaken,
bas only to attempt to ent bis own hair,
A great many years ago a poor beg
gar explained his ragged sppearance by
observing : ‘*I bave no money to buy
new clothing, and mend I ean’t,” And
Lie class have been called mendicants
ever since.
The Cornish folk in Eogland are
noted as wonderful pie makers. They
even serve vegetables in this manner,
and the laboring classes, in these hard
times, are said to exist largely upon a
carions compound known as ‘* tnrnip
turnover.”

When a snowball a8 hard as a door
knob hits yon in the back of the head as
on are crossing the street, no matter
ow quickly you tarn, the only thing
on can see i8 one boy, with the most
innocent face and the emptiest hands
that ever confronted a false accueation,
—Hawkeye,
““ Will ye love me thus forever ¥
And whe looked into his eyes
With & glance that seemed A token
Of the fervor of her sighs,
"1 wndn't guaranty it,"
With s smile responded Pat,
“For I'm hardly av the notion
That I'] lnght a8 long &s that !
Burdette, in a letter to the Hawkeye,
masnanimously allows the palm to the
East in the matter of Revolutionary re-
lics, but in the next breath is inclined
totakeit back, He saye: T remember
in 1876, when we had the great centen-
nial tea-party at Burlington, that I saw
more Revolutionary relics at Union hall
than I bhuve seen in all New England,
And they were better looking relics,
too, Those I saw in Old South chureh
were very old and battered and faded,
apd altogether shabby-looking, while
the Towa relies had a bright, fresh,
modern look to them, that was much
pleasenter to contemplate,”

A Remarkable Funeral,

Oue of the mcst remarkable funerals
ever seen anywhere was that of the stn-
dent who wae ehot in Wargburg, Bava-
ria, by un officer of the city gnard, He
wes arrested while on s lark, and, at-
tempting to run from his captors, was
deliberately shot in the beck at close
quarters. Great public commotion fol-
lowed, the general aversion of the Ger—
man people to the insolence of the
military being stimulated by this act to
the highest pitch, A mass meeting was
ealled, at which a petition and address
to the government were adopted, de-
manding the severest punishment for
the *“frivolous and bratal assassina-
tion,” The fuveral was attended by
nearly & thonsand students and by the
entire facnlty of the university, The
body Lad been lying in state in the hos-
pital during the day, and es darkness
set in it was borne forth with funeral
music, followed by the long procession
of students, besring torches and flags
draped in mourning. It was carried
slowly through the main streets of the
Bl'l{ to the railway depot, where a spe-
cial train was waiting to couvey it to the
home of the yonog man's perents. The
return of the procession was through
the streets along which the student had
taken his way on the fatal night,

posite the main garrison, to which
officer who had shot the student belong-
ed, the procession eame to a halt and
formed a hollow square, in the middle
of which the standard bearers with their

while the flickering torehes cast fantas.
tio shadows over the plaza, the ** Gandes
amns’ was supg, With the last
of this student song all bhurled
torches simultanecusly to the

flage stationed themwselves., Then :



