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My Mother-in-lnw,
I marrvied a woman of sweolness and trath,
And beanty without any flaw ;
Dt over my liend hnng, ko Damocles’ sword,
That horror, n mother-in-law !

Bo upright and downright in person nud looks,
She embodied the dismnl old saw
Of a veolding and pushing, and worrying and
bothering
Old bore of & mother-dn-lnw,

Hhie deolded to live with us.  Chaos and wreek
Wonld e the resalt, T foresiw ;
8o 4 gave my elgars aud my meerschanm, with
Broans,
To o friond with no mother-in<law,

One night, ns we st by a blazing wood fire,
When the days had grown chilly and raw,
“How eosy and nice you wonld look with a

Pipo !
Dot you smoke 7 said my mother-in-Inw,
itk g enve Beme vight ?
henet ]
SDow't you smoke?" wos the first happy
utraw
To “show how the wind blew,” and elear np
Lo eloudy
Twist e and my mothor-in<law,

Yes, blegs bor denr

Anidy ohi, she's the Kindest nnd denrest ond best
ORL dariige that ever T spw !

My mother 1love, sud my wifo I adore,
Bt I worahip my mother-in-lnw !

A Sympathetie Porter.

A Tow days ngo o lndy living with her
Tmsbind inone of the hotels of Virginin,
Nov., noticed that a yonug man who
acted in the eapacity of o porter abont
the plece, puid rather more attention to
T room than any other povtion of the
hotel,  One day e eime in, and tnking
n seat, remnrked ; '

Aidom, T would like to ask you an
important question,”

VeIl what is it—something about
the trunks 27

SN medame romething of far moro
importanee than tranks—something that
coneerng us hoth 3 oamd the fnet of the
mubtor iv, moudam, T linve been olisery-
ing you closely for some woeks past, and
I am Jld fo helieve that there 18 trouble
—traulle of w seripns natnre—-gnawing
ab your heart. Tell me what that secret
BrTOW 8,

The portor then lonned over tlie edge
of the ehair-Laek, with one hand sap-
portin e his elieek, and assumed a listen-
g adbitande.

Slhere (e on seeret zorrow,’ rejoined
Ehos lndy, Cand it weighs upon me like
aondl-stone, 1608 that T haven't n stove-
poker hieavy cnongh 4o hreak yonr  silly
it with b sueht ns it 18, how-
oV —

1o she grabhol the implemont and
v e n papid edvanee npon the kym-
pithicdie porter, who hrake for the door
i bk amt just slowly eaongh to secuve
a ghaap olip alongside the vight cor. And
now ial man's seeret sorrow is that he
diddi't hoappen to Le g Tittle wearer the
door when the poler intended itsell into
{he -I"||th‘.

Vanderbilt Refusing o Present,

A earions story 18 eirenluting in Wall
stroet, Now York,  Bome weeks ago
Jumes B, Keeun, the Californin operan-
tor, sent into the eonntry to by a fine
prar of carviage horses,  Of eourse he
spared no pains nor expense to secure
Linnidsome tean. They were brought to
Now York and taken cnre of at Lenad-
heater's stables,  When Mr, Keene raw
them he wis not satisfied, and gave
orders to the stablekeoper to sell them
if he found o good enstomer,
Vunderhilt eame amoss them  in somn
way, ml was pleased with their looks,
He nsked the price, and said that he was
willing to buy them if a fair bargain
conld be made, Mr, Keene found ont
that the ilrond king lind taken a faney
ta the team, o forthwith gave orders
that they should be sent nround to Mr.
Vanderhilt with Lis compliments, M,
Vanderbilt eent them ‘;mck with the
message that he did not think that his
tequiintanee with Mr, Keene wounld
warrant him in accepting such avresent,
but that he wonld be happy to buy the
horses nt a fajr price. Of course the
California millionaire was taken aback,
but he necepted the situation and sold
the horses at a good fgure.

A Strange Fashion.

A correspondent says that whenever a
fashion starts in New York it rushes
along without regard to fitness or pro-
priety, This is especially noticeable in
matters pertaiving to funerals. A nobby
funeral hos especinl regard to the hour
of the dny, usnally eleven in the morn-
ing. The sexton has a great deal to do
with giving character to the services, It
is n common thing to give to a clergy-
man, if he is of the right stamp, from
25 to 8100 for his services. The amount
of light let in the room, the pose of the
eoflin, the arrangement aid costliness of
flowers, the casket itgo!f, with the num-
ber of coaches, nttesl the soecial rank of
the departed, It is gotting to be rather
common for ladies to onder their casket
und funeral trimmiogs while they are in
good Lealth, A wealthy lady in New

Jersey has jnst done that thing, Another |

Indy of New York purchased the material
for her fuueral attire, was measured by
o dressmnker, vl the garment made in
the nattiest style, fitted and tried on, as
if she were going to a ball, and then
enrefnlly laid away in the drawer until
the great change shonld come.

L —————
The Agquedacts at Rome,

At the zenith of her grandenr Rome
hindd eleven distinet agqneduets, whose ng-
gregate dischinrge was equivalent to a
sbream bwenty feet wide by six deep, with
a fnll six times as vapid as that of the
river Thames, The daily supply was in
the proportion of 832 gallons to each in-
habitant, and it was distributed to the
pilaces and humbler dwellings in every
part of the city, as well as o innamera-
ble fountaing, many pnblic wells and
large reservairs, to the numerous baths,
und to the several artificial lakes, where
the emperors held their naumackie, or
sham naval bottles, These eleven ¢on-
slituted the most extemsive and perfect
system of aqueduncts that has been pos-
sossed by any city even np to the present
time, Their combined length was over

300 miles, fifty of which were above |

grouud, either npon low substructures or
more imposing arcades, The loftiest ar-
eade was that belonging to the Aqua
Clandin and the Anio Novus; it was in
one place 109 feet high,

W, . |

« eoraneopin attached to a finger ring by o

Fashion Notes,

Gemmel rings are coming in vogmie,

Bunting suits are shown in all ecolorm,

Onshmere breakinst shoawls are re-
viveul,

Bonnets are worn more forward on the
hemd.

Linoe honnet strings are giving way to
ribbon onoes,

Large lace and muslin collarettes grow
in favor,

The handles of parasols are very ar-
tistie this spring,

Tilleul and mandarian nre yielding to
old gold ecolor.

Small standing linen colors are the
only ones at the moment,

Bunting paraeols are fringed with
loops of ribbon of n contrasting eolor,

The Treton is the favorite style for
hunting suits when they are in colors,

Slrpw braids in old gold eolor and
finey patterns are shown for trimmings,

The vegulation sizes for ladies' wm-
brollns 18 twenty ond  twenty-eight
inclies,

Colored  embroideries
Torchon leeces on
fuvor,

ealorad
grow in

and
nuderweont

mother of pearl, nnd red and white cellu-
loid,

Saudal boots are worn over eardinal,
or blne, or mandarin, or maroon plain
gilk hosieries,

The newest French chiemises are em-
broidered with bright red and blune em-
broidery cottons,

The new things in silver filagree gshow
n grant improvemeut in the designs and
urtistic fiuish,

Parasols and nmbrells fringes formed
of loops of half ineh wide ribbon are
among the novelties,

The lutest importations in Torchon
Inve show n mingling of some briglht
color with whito in every piece.

White bunting snits  trimmed with
black, and black ones with white bunt-
ingr, nre eonsidered the most stylish,

Silver filngree card eases of very fine
workmmnship ave sought for by the most
fustidions socicty women,

The newest Breton suite ave of dork
grass linen embroidered nnd  trimaned
with buttons on a string, a fa Dreton,

Some of the ribbon fringes of parasols
are formed of alternnte rings and short
loops, the short loops being lengthened
witlhh n tassel.

Noew silver Alogree sets, eonsisting of
Dirsoch and varrings, eome i the form of |
brtterflios, bees, binds, gondolns, fans,
liorns and varions faneiful deviees.

'ale blne and pale rose colored lisle
threwd hosiery, with epen elocked in-
stepes, will b worn for dressy indoor
toilets, with Marie Autvinette or Charles
IX. slippers,

Maroon, dark Llune, enrdinal, pink,
pale blng, and shades of yellow are scen
i the new Torchon laces, the lower hiall
or wdges being in color, and the hend-
ings white or eream colored,

Bottletly  enrrings  in new French
jewelry nre formed of pear-shaped pearls
for the body of the fly, yellow golden
wings studded with small tnrquoises,and
n green gold hend with small rubies for
ey es,

The most fashionable street hosiery
has the foot and one-half the leg in
dirk colors—Dblue, brown, myrtle green,
or yed—and the upper linlf white, A
line of vindyker, or eastellated, or flori-
ntond designs marks the point of juncture
of color with the white,

A pretty novelly in silver filagree is a
smull bonguet holder in the form of

delieate silver elinin, the ring to be worn
ontside the glove; a silver H:in, nlsu nt-
tnchied by a chain, fastens the vouquet
secirely in the cornucopin,
=

The Rattlesnake and tllevﬂut.

A shiort time sinee one of the membors
of & prominent Boston manufacturing
firm spent a few weeks hunting in Flor-
dn, mul on his return hie brought with

| hitie n monster rattlesnnke, the gift of a
{ friend.  His snakeship mensured ahont
[ five foet in length, nnd has o body the
size of o man's arm, the white, yellow
and brown eatiele blending rother bean-
tifully in patehies of various forms, The
Licavy trinngular head, chareteristic of
veuomens veptiles, has n sinister expres-

New puragols have handles of ivory, |

sion, aud in moments of exeitement the
five rattles on his tail keep up an un-
}alt-.-wun!ly suggestive whirring, while n
orked tongne of inky blackness and sur-
 prising length doavts angrily from his
| turtle-like mouth,  He is no sleepy, half
storved fellow, ns mny readily be imag-
I ined, but wide awake and ready for an
enconuter of any kind, It was into the |
eage oceupied by this snake that a few

dnys since n rather small sized wharf rat |
[ was introduecd, in the expectation that |
the rodent would form a meal for the
stranger, The snuke seemed to think
g0, too, for he darted on the nnwilling
visitor and eaught Lim by the neck.
The rat, who had hitherto been running
avound the eage trying to get out, gave
a sharp squeal a8 he felt the serpent's
fungs, nnd, twisting himself nbout,
buied his tecth iu the eealy jaw of the
aggressor,  The snnke writhed and
twistedd and rattled shinrp notes of alarm
as the rat kept his sharp incisors at
| work, and before the speotators could
fairly comprehend what had happened
the little guadraped had shaken me(-lf
| loose and was hopping in affright at the |
further end of the cnge for n means of

exit. To the surprise of all he showed

no offeets of poison, and when the snnke

ngain made o grab at him he met his

creeping foe half way and snipped off a

piece of his long forked tongue. This

seemed to be rather, more than tha|
Floridian  had bargained for, and he
dragged himself into a corner, cast down

|and defeated. Sinee that time the rat

| hns flourished in his strange quarters,

He capers over the bady of his whilom

enemy, aud avoids the punch of a stick |

h'y erceping under the head of the suake,
T'hie rat seems perfectly indifferent as re-
gards the rveptile, and when the latter,
ronsed to Iliﬂ\l degree of anger by out-
siders, makes n strike at him, he wrdly
takes the tromble to dodge, and only
bites back when the rattler is unusually
offensive, It is o sin r condition of

thinge, and the rat's immunit{edfmm
ldml.ﬁmnnutvm easily be accounted for,
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The War in Asia Minor.

The Russiny troops ndvaveed on the
strongly fortified town of Erzeroum in
several columns, The main army was
at Kars, while the right wing marched
agninst tne Tarkish defenses in the de-
files of the Souganlu monutains, The
left wing was pushing forward against
Frzeronm from the recently eaptured
town of Bajazid, It will he seen that
the Russinns are adveneing into Asin
Minor as fast as the unwieldy move-
ments of large bodies of men and mili-
tary stores, and the stubborn resistauce
of the Turks, will permit,

WON AT LAST.

A plain woman and ¢ pink cotton handkerehiof
wre ot the most promising materisds for a l-i.u-
ture. Dot Mary Cromford, though plain, had
a gracefnl figure, and the pink handkerclief
which shie was hemming formed n pretty con-
tenst to ler white dress ns sho sat on the
edge of o little chngm in n Bwiss valley.  Bhoe
wis o healthy, sweet, graceful English girl, and
she and ber bit of pink cotton formed no uo-
worthy center to the seene of Lill anddale,

Fravlein. Muller,” her formor governess, sat
beside hor, The stiff, tight dress, thie lair
primly laid over the ears, the broad hat tied
with ‘a big bow unnder tho chin, buspoke her
nationality.

Mary's position wak a diffieult one.  Adopted
when ghe was a child by a distant relative, n
rich bacholor, shie had been reongnized as his
danghiter, and though the fine old honse where
they dwelt, withi its park and surronnding land,
were entailed on a male heir, it was known tht
thnt helr hid offended tha old msn, and noone
wig surprisod whon, on his sudden death, the
ouly will, dated many vears buek, was found to
leave Mary Cromford the whole of her benefac-
tor's personsal property, which by evory means,
hie lind taken care o increnss ot the exponse of
tho estate, No one was sarprised oxeepl the
heir, Mr. Manton, & handsome, stern, proud
man of over forty yenrs, whose grave dignity
gt well upon him, and whose very agony was
dignificd as he stated his strong sense of injis-

fee, e was a poor wan : and he found Lim-
wiel [ smddenly master of o handsome estate, ve-
puiring instant ontlay and a handsoms incomeo
to keep it from abeolute deterioration. If hiy
noele had felt no regurd or considerition for
him, ot least be might have respected the land
itself.  ‘The lawyers shook their heads, It
might nob seem  equitsble There was no
hiclp for it. No help for it? My, Mauton
thovght otherwse, Hiaving moade Mary's ae-
(uaintance fn the necessary convee of Lusiness,
hie one day demanded a privato interyiew, nnd
with the ntmost candor told ner that she plone
eonld remedy the evil and save the eslate by
marrying hin that ho had & high egtoom for
her qualitios, that his nffections were éntirely st
her dixposal, s thist he wonld make hor o
good husband,  Mary doubted none of thess
propositions ;. Mr. Manton's  somewhint  naif
ennidor bad its attractions for her, and, like all
nobile women, she was infinitely atiraoted Ly
the ides of n solf-snerifice for the sake of jus-
tice, Dut this self-sacrifloe wns o frifle too haed,
for was there not Twn Derby, whom she had
loved for years, and who loved her well?

She thonght e loved her, but there waa the
vinch, for fier nnele, with s old man's wisdom,
hind impressed upon her, with the continual
droppings which wear awny the stone, that men
souk money, that it was known sbe wonld have
money, and that therefore it bshoved ber to
look to it, lest those who souglit her - hand
shionld be rather secking her purse, Andwhen
Tom Derby hnd come too often, or lingered
too lomg, he had thrown out hints that Derby
wis poor, that he expeoted, that he hoped, and
so on, Hill the poison had eaten into her sonl
And yot hey patnure was so frank, so antagonis-
tie to suspicion ; bt she was Llindfolded by
that blind guide, the worldly wisdom of old
age,  Thevefore, when she stood alone, when
Mr. Manson candidly asked her to saovifice hor-
self for him, Lis very fra. kness and eoolness
tewpted her to yield, for, she said, was it not
hiotter to take a cold esteam, honestly offered,
than n love which might be on by — 7 Np,
she conld not frame the word, even to herself,
When she ought to have given an answer, her
whole inner liu-h-u rose up against the falie-

| hood, and she found hersell ina great steaif,

SWis thore no other way ¥ ghie plteonsly
naled Mr, Manton,  * Was there tiot sueh a

thing ws o deed of gift?  Might not she return |

to him g0 mmeh of her fatal legney ns shonld
X ve the stain of injustice ¥

My, Manton's dignity  forbade him to
ve the lesser boon-~it must be al) or noth-
it Then, while sho still hesitated, she hind

n letter from Tom Derby,  Ho owas eoming to |

pee hery ) ged
oy, and,

by run

her to recoive him on such
ony ¥

he savoided it
condd sew whnt time

’

nway, 8he
| and absence wonld do to belp her to settle hor

mind,

Bome of these things were revolving in hor
thoughts ax she absently pliyed with hor voffee
il A-l\nnn. when o deep sigh from Froulein
made her Jook up,  Praulein was ot the win-
dow, guzing out with s very seutimontal ex-
prosdion. Mary joined her, and the amnsed
sitdle agnin Noated over her featnres as she saw
u Ladly nogninly figure, with short tronsers, Jow
shoes, much blne wtopking, o lavge wmbrella of |
groen and white plaid;, enormons spectacles,
and o hint on the back of its hoad, snd  yet
withol a kindly, and pleasog, and very melan-
clioly face, come swinging over the bridge to-
wird the Renss House,  He whistled as be
drew near, a magienl whistle like n bird's eall,
and his melancholy featmres broke inte a sunny
smile as the old door opened,. and three dirty
children rushed out, elasping his koees and
hands, and daneing like llwnt&"n fmpas about

Ll aw thoy Jed him in lt'ilmlyh Liome, He was
a widower—a doctor—who lived opposite the
little Swisa inn at which Mary and her com-
panion wire stopping, The fraulein had once
resenced one of the doetor's little ehildren, that
hind fallen from the top of n wood cart ; ever |
ginee that time she had taken an unusunl in-
torest in the family across the way.

“Ther isanideal—anideal Don Quixote,"
arid Mary,

Fraulein replied by a sounding * Ach !

* Liston, Louise,” said Mary Cromford, hold-
inge in ber hamd that morming's Kurier, ** This
in what o widower's life has driven our opposite
utighbaor to:

clgesose PaovosiTion oF Manniog,—A
widowaor, forty-live vonrs of nge, n doctor, pos-
sesfing n good house in an agreeable village of
Switzerland, desires to marry a maiden or
widow lady, of saitalile age. The same must
be of an amiable dispesition, must have s taste
for hovsckeoping wnd simplicity, and by willing
to be o loving stopmothor to his ebildren, and
to give thom & sonud and religions edueation.
Forfune is Jess dosired than o good disposi-

tiom,  Genunine offers, with photograph en- |
elused (no notice will be taken of snonynions
BUUWOrR], Lie sent in striel confidencs to
S nte "' —

S Where
Neuenthal,
this the
muttors?"

Bt Franlein did not scom to see the joke
She was fidgeting over the bread and butter,
and looked w0 red when Mary glaneed up,
Isnghing, for her answor, that she chieeked tho
words s ** Buppore we answer it,” which wers
rendy onher Hps,

“Now to my letlers," sald Mary,
one fraom Lizzio Amold ; one from "'—

Heve it was her tum to be confosed, for the

seoond was from Mr. Manton,  Bhe supposed
he had diseovered her velreat, and was pross-
g, in s determined way, for an answer, and
she had no answer ready, Dut little was she
" roil for the real contents of his letter.
5,]'-_: il aud shade erossed one anothor on her
fuce : sopie consternation, mneh bewilderment,
a dawning sense of great relief, made confus-
fon in her mind,

SDean Mapas,” ssid this

do vou think?  Why, here in
It iwno one bt our doctor, Is
wiy your Gennon jdeals manage

“ Here is

strange lover,

Smowing that yon had retived in order to form |

s decision more freely, I would have tsken no
sleps to diseover your rotroat (ML should e
your own will to diselose it, had I not bheen
hoind to do ss by a singular and lmportant dis-
eovory, of which I huve fully informed vour
lowyers,  You will hear from them by the next
soil 1 but, for obyivus rensons, 1 have wishod
La be the first to communieate to yon the fact
that in the course of certrin alterations in
Worthiton Hall a will of recent date hias beon
found, drawn un in full legal form by my late
uncle himse f, and withessed by two  ser-

vants, who were not aware of the importance |
of the document. In this will your uncle be- |

quosthed all his property (o me-—all but an
supual income of three thousand pounds,
which the will reserves for you,

“Your devoted t,
wi J. ".u

S8R0 that's all over, and I am free again, and
woe ean go hotme to-morrow,” siid Miry, when
el lind rend the letter twice, fecling us Night
huesrted ns o bird,

The lawyer's letter eame in due covrss, at-
teeting the gennineness of the recent will, and
Maury began to think whether she should at
onee refurn Mogland, or, as it was the height
of the sumnier, travel o little firat, now that one
burden, ut least, was removed which had mnde
traveling, and all things else under the sun a
weariness,  But, to her savprive, it was Frap-
leln wlhio now cast obstacles in the way,  There
wis this reason and that renson why they conld

nob possibly leave Nouenthal at onee, aond whion |

Mury overeuled them all, poor Fraulein waxed
tesrful and nervons, and had hendoclies, til
Mury, pereciving some mysterions couse, prom-
fred to stay u Hte longer " in the spot which
gho had alwest begun to hate osn prison,

It was very wenrlsome to ber, howover ; sho
wiis longing for howe, and rock and flood bore
Lo her the nspeet of jailers.  8he had wandered
nlone oo afternoon to the edge of that chasm
where The new path wau

e wo saw Dher fiest,
made ¢ the workmen were all gone ; thore was
ailenee but for the voico of the viver, Franlein
wis ot home with the headache,  Aguin Mary
wore that same white dress in which Ler graoe-
ful fignre showed ko well, and the soft plaits of
her brown hadr were righ in shadow under her
slinple lint. A young pedestrinn of the true
British type, a sunny-haived, frank-eved mor-
tal, who came swinging down the viver side,
thought that he had never scen a picture
more pleasing or more welecome to his eves,
She did not raise }wr hend at his footstep, notil
hie stood close behind her, stopped, and said,
softly :

“ Mary!"

Hhe started and looked at him, trembling,
In o sense of loneliness, the tears hnd been
ready before, snd now they eame Lrimming
Over,

*#0h, Tom!" she cried.
conld yon #"

There was no one to see how he sootlied
her, nor how glad he wus to have ler in hix
arms ot last, nor (truth to tell) how glad she

“ How—how—how

| was to be there, Dut when the surprise and the

erying were over, Mary felt that shie was forgak-
ing nll Lier prineiples, and began to gather back
gome slindow of reserve.,

“1 was gtartlod,” sho eaid,
have come like that.
pom."

4 Loak here, Mory,” said Tom Derby, in a
stralghtforward, manly way that there was no

“ You shonld not
I hiave given you no rea-

| withstanding, *I want to know what it ia thiat

hins coroe between ne. I knew letters would be
of no use, #o 1 eame to find you at the first mo-
ment I bnd my holiday, just to ask that one
question,” -

Blie loaked in his face and binghed ; sho was
aslismed of hior wretohed wisdom.

“1dove you, and 1 do believe you love me,
and what Linders us from being happy,”

No answer,

“ 1 have been thinkitg sod thinking day and
wight, nud all 1 ean thinlk is this, Moary—that
old My, Manton has put his old world suspicions
into vom, and taught you to believe I wits Jouk-
ing after your money, Wasthat it? Ie hon-
et and troe with me, Mary,"

Y100 used Lo esy so, certainly,” anid Mary,
bending heor bhead low over a flower sho was
plucking to pieces, He snid it wes the way
of the world.

‘It may be the way of the world, but it is
net my way," he auswerad, earnestly, perlinps
a trifle pained, but not offended,  * Do you not
know me botter than that ? I wish your money

wera at the bottom of tho sen, if it is to stand |

botwoen ng, Money is & good thing in itself,
but it ds & confoundedly bad thing if it is to
part two people who love one another,”

The lost dving spark of Mary's woildly wis-
dom shone out in her next speech.

“It eannot do that now, Tom, A new will
has been found, and Mr, Manton has left his
property to the heir, after all, Lo keep up the
estate,”

*And you tre as poor as & ohureh mouse 7'

Bhe nodded. Tom threw his hat into the
i,

“ Hugrah | Then that ix all right, Youn won't
mind a sung cottage at Twickenhnm or some-
where, whore we oan be as hlpﬁy as turtledoves
on my five hundred » year. e
old gentleman and his second will 1"

Mary turned upon him beaming, yet thor-
oughly ashamed of herself, She felt o sense of
rest and deliverence, and a8 they walked home
ot lnst he talked blithely of that Twickenham
cottage ; she reserved mention of her annual
three thousand which , that be

aven bless the |

|

[ might taste yot awhile all the sweets of Lis own
generosity.

| S Praulein Muller will be very angry,” suid

| Mary, us they entered the lnn, “8he had o

roronntie sdoration for Me, Muanton ™

Sl that Peonlein's umilbrella 2" weked Tom,
pointing to n bulgy abjeot of green and white
elieck which reposed ontside the door.

Maory started.  ** It is the doclor's, she said,
1 do believe.  Will you plense to stay oulside
a little while, Tom, and lot moe go in first ¢

Sho maden grand commot.on with the handle
of the door, as if it had o way of wanting to be
turned six times, pud when ghe entered, lo!
there stood the doctor and  Frauledn, o all the
| conspionsnass of having beon eloser together,
Iiut the gentloman. was equal to the ogension,
Iaydly wiiting for Franlein's nervous introdue-
tion, he began, solemuly howing :

ST s inestimoble Indy, Mees Cromford, hag
done me the honor (o promise Lo become mis-
tress of the Denss House and & loving step-
mother to''—

s Oh, yer " intermpted My, rather radely
but thep ehe was alresdy fharried. Do not
froulile to expladn ; no donbit Fraunlein answoercd
the sdvertisement.”

“ 1 am prongd tosay she did," said tigedoctor,

“Put, ol ! wmy dear,” sobbed Fraul®in, 1
will never leave you while vou want me,”

“Very well, dear," answercd Mory,  ** You
don’t know how glad I am. I am gi-in[: Lome,
for 1 have o dootor of my own outselde,”

The National Debt.

A statement of the reduction of the
national debt, issned by the Drensury
department, shows that the debt of the
United States, including necrned interest
thereon, less ensh in the treasnry on the
first of March, 1869, was &2 525,103,-
260,01, From March 1 to the end of
the fiseal year, June 30, 1880, the de-
crense was #36,460,779.43, and for each
Tuvcessivo year the decresse was a8 fol-
OWE:

June 80, 1870, .o viveeeiennias . 2102,648,880,84
JUNS:0, IBTY:, v.r e irmmyivsvines U4,827.704.84
June 30, 1972, ..o eevesianrrnnas 100, 544,401.28
JUNe B0, 1878, .. veansrnanssnas 48,667,680,
June 80, 1BTE. . v iivveniininns 4,780,

14,900,514, 84
29/240/381.83
20.080,727.70

Jiine B0, 1876 v i v nnevans
Juno 80,1878, ... covaannnsrrnn
AprilB0, 1877 ... evansannrronsn
Total reduetion from Mareh 1,
1809, to April 80, 1877.,......  4556,1(4,042.81
Total debt on May 1, 1877.. ....2,181,565,587.28
During the ninety-eight months from
March 1, 1869, to May 1, 1877, the debt
has increased ten times, as follows: .
December, 1872, . .0 0vviirnesnnnns #1,084,907,80
Janoary, 1873, : 400,248,158
Dolober, 1573 49,000,578 46
November, 187 76,8

P Dooember, 1878, . v vvcnren e nnnnis 11
| December, 1874 4
| JAnUArY, 1BT8. . ccorescenssrsrviny 1,397, 870,27
| Docombir, 1878, v arversaassanss 1,915,062,70

November, 1§76 467, 002,0
December, 1876 3,585,142.80
The largest deerease during any one
month was in June, 1870, the decrense
heing $20,2083,772.04.
Affecting Sight,

A eorrespondent, who writes from

Vigo, Spain, enys : In the neighborhiood
of Finisterre, between the fishing vil-
| Inges of Bayona and Cornnns, affer
stormy weather, pieces of wreck are
| eontinnally being washed up, aud some-
times the bodies of the drowned. A
| notable instance ocenrred after the
| storms of January, when a quantity of
| bodies were thrown cut by the waves at
Muros,  Among them were the corpses
of two ladies, one poor creature etill
| holding in bher arms her dead child,
The fishermen say they were well dress-
ed and fair, and supposed them to be
English, Accounts of these wrecks sre
rarely if ever published in the native
1 papers, aud where all on bonvd
| have periehed nre never heard of in
JEngland.

The President’s Proclamation.

The proclamation issned by Presidont

Hayes, ealling fﬂﬁ- an extra session of
Jongress, is as follows 3

I %5! -rFr‘m Presiust or TAE UNITED STATES

or AMERIOA—A PROCLAMATION,

‘ Whereas, The final adjonrnment of

the Forty-fourth Congress, withont mnk-

ing the nsw 1 approprintion for the sup-

port_of the army for the fiscal year end-

mg June 80, 1878, presents an extraordi-

' | nary oeeasion, requiring the President to

| exoroise the power vested in him by the
[ Qonstitution to convene the honses of
Crongress in anticipntion of the day fixod
by lnw for their next meeting. Now,
therefors, I, Rutherford 13, Hayes,
President of the United States, do, by
virtue of the power to this end in e
vested by the Constitution, conveue
both houses of Congrees to nssemble nt
| their respoctive chambers ab twelvo
o'elock noon, on Monday, the fifteenth
dny of October next, then and there to
consider and determine such mensures
as in their wisdom, their duty and tho
welfare of the people mny seem to de-
mand.

In witness whereof I have herennto
got my hand and eansed the senl of the
‘ Unitodl States to be affixed,  Done at the
city of Washington, this fifth day of
‘ Mav, in the year of onr Lord 1877, and
of the independence of the United States
of Ameriea the one liundred and first,

R. B, Hayes,

By the President.
Wat, M. Ilvanrs, Secretary of State,

Items of Interest,

A RKansas paper reports that the black-
hirds are destroying the grasshoppers
erecdily.

In 1801 Grreat Britain hiad 10,000,000
people, Treland 5,000,000, Now the
former has 27,000,000, the latter 5,500,-
w0,

Small boy, on tiptoe, fo his eompan-
ioms : ‘" Slop your noise, all of you,™
Companions—* Haollo, Tommy, what's
the matter #*  “Wao've got n new baby ;
it very weak und tired 3 walked all the
wiy from leaven Jnst night, mustn't be
| kicking up & row round hiere now,"

Tu the Philadelplin permanent exhibi-
tion building » large gallery for voeol
and instrnmental eomeerts hias been put
np eapable of holding 2,600 persons |
opposite the gallery an aren lias heen
left  open  for necomnmodating 8,000
spectators ab n single pop, if they should
come,

Like the generality of kings and con-
querors, Frederick thie Great Lind a most
philogophie indifference to death—in
others, In one of his battles, a bat-
talion of vetorans Lhinving taken to their
Lieols, e galloped after them, bawling
ont: “Why do yon run away, you old
Piackgnards 2 Do you want to live for-
ever ¥ '

A “enstle of paticnee,” eight feet long,
four high, fonr wide, and contnining
305,000 picces of wood, is exhibited by a
conviet in  the Virginin penitentiary.
He has been at work upon it, in spare
moments, three years and o half, el
piece of wood was handled eight times,
and it is held together by the * jacks "
being interlacad,

The latest bore, and a gigantie one he
is, is the know-it-nll chap who has
“thoroughly studied the situation in
Ronmanin, and ean tell you to o dot
just whiere the Russinn armies hove
ot to croes the Dantbe, just where all
the Turkish gunboats and fortresses nre,
just how far it is from Kalarash to
Slinmla, and all that sort of thing,

A curious experiment with the magnet
wis recently tried in London, A boy
had broken a needle in' the enlf of s
leg, snd before resorting to surgieal in-
struments it wos decided totry the effect
of a powerful magnet in withdrawing
the steel, After a number of experi-
ments in diffevent positions the needle
was deawn near the surface on the oppo-
site side of the leg from which it entered
and was easily withdrawn,

Courtship is a very simple matter in
the Andaman islands. The bridegroom
eats a certain kind of rayfish, which
gives him the appellation of * bachelor
desirous of mamrying,” When he is
ready to take a wife, he sits beside &
marringenble moiden and stares at her,
Then the bride's father or guardian joins
the hands of the pair, and they disappear
from the village, plunging into the
depths of the forest, and remaining away
several days,

Hard Times in Gotham.

“Jay Charlten,” who is evidently a
close observer, says in a letter from New
York to the Danbury News:

I wandered two miles along Broadway,
I noticed that men walked less hast-
ily than they did two or three years ngo.
They were not rushing from store to
store with fat wallets and importunate
accounts, They slonched easily along,
with n sort of sailor's roll, and seemed
to have little to do, Boys weve no loug-
er tacking to avoid brusque men, Clerks
stood in store windows twirling their
whiskers. Windows of gnn and pistol
stores were not patronized by gaping
crowds of countrymen, There wis much
moving out of tenante, and a few pretiy
||L'ilum‘lzi stood hesitatingly in front of

photographie galleries, wondering which
wtist they would patronize, Pretty
wngons were displayed, but few were
there to buy, In front of some of the
ribbou stores there were lady gazer
drawn from pure curiosity, Btewart's
had no jam in front of ils wide doors,
| Mon's clothes seemed poorer; there were
f rgged edges to vests, and  boots, once
shiny, were greyly overlaping their soles,
Perhaps girls flirted more, because they
Ll nothing else to doj buf the men who
had time to ogle them had not money
for ice cremm suloons, The bars were
| not so bustling, and the cheap restan-
| rants contained a greater number of
people than the dewrer ones, I thought
there were fewer apple stands.  Button-
hole houquets brightened fewer lappels,
| and the picture and music stores were
vacant, 'here crowds were most to be
expected, in the carpet and furniture
| stores, there was a lack of people, The
|old street, once crazy s bedlam, was
| almost as quiet as the streets of a Bouth-
|ern city, No grass grew among the
stones, but the sparrows had no one en-
ergetic enough to disturb them while

the{.wara stealing stray bits for their
nests, It was evident that we are living
in hard times,




