Ohe

HENRY A. PARSONS, Jr., Editor and Publisher.

NIL DIESPERA

NDUM.

Two

Dollars per Annum.

VOL. V.

RIDGWAY, BLK COUNTY, PA., THURSDAY, AUGUST 19, 1875.

NO. 26.

The Shore and the Sea.
IED TIDR.
Old, old,
Contarion old,
How ol u love Is, who can asy P
It is an o anclent day
Kince thou sud 1 wort wod,
Tho vibod wky bent down,
A fivey, seornful crown,
Not craven pulo ns now,
Livecrod (o bind thy brow,
Crestod red mud louely
Ouly
T coronut thy hond,

Thou and I,
Ileneath His eye,
Existed solitary, grand.
O only life! the life of son and land !
All puny heritage
OF phny love and loas,
Camie mimio after us
Onr mighty wedlock meant
More than thelr supplemont.
Ero thoess, we perfect wers,
And sro,
T pudn wnd privilege.

My own true-hearted !
Bince first Ho parted
Theo from me,
Pohald aud seo
How drenry, mute,
Botod hand and foot,
Birotehed, starved, I lie !
I Lisar thee stepping by,
And weep to soo
Thee yoarn to me.
Bound by an awful Will
Forover and forever thou dost move
An awful errandoon.

O fove !

Bteal wp sl by~ s thore below, above ;
I hiedghie or depitly, or eholee or unison,
OF woes a woe like mine,

T e iy nonr to thiue,
And yot furever and furover to lie still
Elielwth Stuart Phelpa,

THE MYSTERY AT THE FARM,

One morening Unele Vornon said to
Lis tephew Geoftey @ * Yon hive Leen
studying Loo haed, my boy.,  Yon must

po into the conntey for o few weeks and |

reenperate, "

A fow duys after this Unele Vernon re-
coeividd o lotter in o eramped and strag-
gling hoiud from Abralinm  Knolls, say -
g that e wonld receive the boy at his
fwrmshonse ad take good eare of him,

Soon after Geoffry was on his way up
the Ihdson, lendod at a long whoef,
linked Ly u wooden building, a village
on the hill beyond, a group of idlers in
middy boots, watehing the steambont
disgorga hor cargo,  In the foregronud
stood an olil man earrying & whip, and
peering aboat with keen eyes beneath
bushy brows,  Geoffry Vernon heard
this remark :

“So you've took to summoer board-
o, hoy ' from a elork,

*Why, yes: my old woman thinks
sl Lk bor by 'om o spell," roplied the
old man, rabbing his horny palms to-
gother,

Then Geolfry knew by intuition that
Lo was no other than Mr. Abraham
Knolls, and n vague sense of homesick-
ness shole over him,

They were goon on their way to the
fuemhonse, and the village and filkl\ were
left far hebind, The way bhecamggmore
lonoly auil wild ; they had erossed n
Dvidge, wnd the horses pansed,ns if from
habit, at a spring brimmiug into a
tromggl, A man emerged from  the
thicket, looking dewn the valley, and
whistled a peatdine elear note.
approschiod  the wigon.  The horses
prickod theiv vurs 3 the yellow dog slunk
heneatl: the veliicloapprehensively, Mr,
Kuolls was evidently  disconcerted by
this adidition to the 'I;I'I'l.}‘.

“Yon baelk, Matthew ! I s'poso there
ult'k no nse i onskin® where you've boen
Tt "

“Wonndering up and down the enrth,
Jidily, " wis the growling response.

SO B8y ouly son, Mreo Matthew
Kuoolls, " contiuned the olid man, turning
Lis l;"\-lTl'_\'.

The Letter stavod at the intrader, auf |

decidod that the som was a rongh, surly
person, with  the bushiest beard and
funiiost Luiv hie bl ever soen, uor was
Tiis APy i!lllil'll\’lul h.\r noeust in
(T rl\l'.
ing to the object, who, scowling
Gieolfry, dngudred, abruptly :

“ What e you doin® with him

A yonng gontleman from  York,
Matthew.  Your mother wants to take
simmer boarders,  The winter's bheen
uneommonly baed on ns bere,” said tho
olibwman, v wheedling, depreeating
Lorne,

Theoneh the glesming the furmhionse
Hghts appeared, shedding  n dim ray
wimong the black trees, A matron stood
in the deor, a large womnn with a
quernlons  suule, and  behind her a
slender girl, pale ns a lily, with golden
iy, Dloe eyes that dilsted as her
Liepther Mabthew cworgad bo view, and o
simndly, obstinats month.  Homesiockness
pursiisd Goeoflry from  the elose sitting-
toom, when supper was spread, to the
parlue, o sHIY wd augolar apartment
siielling of vionish and dried leaves, Io
the chumber above the parlor, which
wis assigned him, low, plain, and elean,
onr  baveler gazod dismally ab the lamp
on the table, and then out the window
o thie nlmost palpable darkness of night,
where the stillness was rendered only the
wore louely by the hooting of an owl or
the trilling note of some inseet.

ST um afraid it will prove an awinl
bore,” soliloquized Ceoffry, with a
yawn, 'The door had a lock but no key.
He extinguished the lamp, aud sank into

g08
]

depths of o feather bed, which almost | Geofiry spellbound,

suffocated him by ils Juxuriousuess,
Sleep suceeeded, deep and dreamless,

He wwoke with a start, his heart throb- | sion.

bing wildly, Hark! Was it the ver

silence, an oppressive influence, which | fry's eyes flushed,

lind awnkened him? He lay still and
listened,

again mudible ; the curtain of the win-

dow flapped in the breeze, That was
all.  No; some object was moving

slowly in the small room, For the first
time in his life, fear, in & mysterious
form, smote Lim, and the exclamation
framed by his lips died away nnuttered.
The shape spprosched, bent over and
tonched him.  Geoffey held his breath.
Was it ghost or robbert  Like a gloam
of light the remembrance of Mr.
Matthew Kuolls and the yellow dog
glinking urder the wagon came to his

Then Le |

This serutiny soomed displeas: |

| seore of headache,

The hooting of an owl was |

mind, The shape moved away again
softly, and it seomed to GeolTey that the
door was locked from the ontsfde.  Yos,
he was a prisoner,  After that the silent
honse beeame pormented with sound; o
muflled roverberation, like the swinging
of n massive portal, shook the walls,

Sunshine chased away every sinister
ahadow. In the sparkling, dewy fresh-
ness of the morning the farmhonse was
a commonplace dwelling enough, sur-
rounded by green meadows, dilapidated
barns, eackling fowls, and browsing cat-
tlo. Even the morning brightness conld
nob conecal traces of poverly, howaver,
in the running to waste of impoverished
Innd.  Geoffry's  door opened readily.
He langhed at his fears, and when Mrs,
Knolls inguired how he had slept, made
a careless response,  Heo wns ashamed
of his cowardice, The girl Milly served
him at table, whiloe her mother talked
nimlessly, in o rambling fashion, of the
fresh bntter, weather, and scenery,
Milly's face, of peurly whiteness, wore
a repressod expression, and there were
shadows beneath the eyes. A curions
girl, Geoffry reasoned, going about like
an old woman, or a machine wound up
by steru duby o a task,

Lilne bushes shielded an open collar
door ontside, Geollry, smoking n eignr-
ebte, plucked o spray, dropped it, and
in down  the stops to recover the
flowera.  Mr. Matthew Kuolls was drag-
ging n bag across tho collar floor, Milly
tonchod Geoflry on the arm,

“Would you like to go over the
farm "'

Geoffry retained bwo vivid improssions
of that day., The girl Milly, in o straw
hat bownd about with grasses, resem-
hle | Ophelin ; yellow  hair  eseapoed in
tresses on hor neck, and the blue eyes
woro a startled, troubled expression,
Sho walked along quistly, petting the
catble, and followed by the chickens,
When thoy reached the brook n crimson
flush swept over her fuee as o cheerfnl
voien said ;

“CGood-morning, Milly.”

The speaker, n handsome young man,
in ared shirt, with a seythe over lis
shonlder, had so much the aspect of nn
vuger lover that Geollry moved up the
hill slowly. He was surprised to soce
Milly place hor hands over her ears, as
if relusing to listen, and run after him.
Geoflry observed her closely,  Milly's
inherent honesty and goodness were
legibly written on the transparent fair-
ness of her faco,

“ Yonr brother is not a farmer; his
hands are too white. What is he?” (de-
manded Geoffry, abruptly.

¢ Tle is mother's only son,”
plied, simply.

¢ Look here; 1 don't believe in ghosts,
yon know, but somebody came into my
room lnst nigl:t. and then locked the
door outside.”

Milly plucked the daisies n moment in
silenge,  ** Go away,” sho said, sudden-
ly.
\gn advertised.

This was the flrst impression. The
second was even more startling,  Geoflr
wnt the afternoon following the broo
sove the bouse with n fishing rod.

sho ro-

i
n

| Watching the sunshine glance through

the quivering leaves overhead, and the
brown water swirl about rocks, where
tiny plants dipped their blossbms in the
spray, Geoffry wandered on nutil he dis-
covered a man on the opposite bauk.
The man, wearing a velveteen coat, sat
witl his back to the observer, reading a
newspaper.  Ceoflry was abont to hail
Lim, when the stranger lnid aside the
newspaper, and consulted a clwonometer

“We did not expect him back when |

nfter learin
latrborn twinkled in the barn ; somebody
wis saddling a  horse for pursuit.
Geoflry flod, all the knights of romance
of whom he had read trooping about
him. He was alone in tho night. If
once Matthew IKnolls overtook him,
Unele Geofley would never know. A sob
rose in his throat ; he was in the oluteh
of bratal men afraid of Lis revelations.
Tho sound of horse-hoofs struck sharply
on his ear; he glanced wistfully toward
the nearest house. Shiould he rouse the
inmates ¢ Instead, be ran on, hiding in
a thicket ns the horseman galloped up,
nud a doctor’s gig passed.

1 am looking l'{lr a lad sent to us,"
snid Matthew, ¢ He's flighty somotimes,
md his friends want it kept quict,  If
you gee him, pick him up, doctor.”

“Denr me!” eaid the doctor, and
drove away.

Geoffry's heart stood still.  The rider
went on slowly and eantiously, thns
checking adyance, Would Matthew
Knolls yide between him and the lnke
until daylight, when he could bo rocog-
nized 7 If he was pronounced crazy in
advanee, the other would sarely claim
him, Bevenmiles becomes n pilgrimage
when one is on oot and tracked by a
mounted man,  Geoflyy knew that he
must make the distanea before duwn.
Ha beeame an elusive pursner, walking
on when the horse's steps were distant,
wnd yeb this measure requirod great
wlertness, for the rider paused to listen,
and ocensionally dismounted to examine
the gromul.

Oh, the darkness, the frightfual loneli-
ness, the danger lurking everywhere |
A misstep might el bim into the ravine
below ; w full revenl his proximit y Lo the
cnemy.,  Ones Malthew wheeled abont
suddonly, and waded his horse in the
rivalet to drink,  Geoflry clung to the
plank of the bridge, thus entflanked,
within reachi of his whip.

Dawn, cold, pale, yet deepening, with
the village and lnko close at hand, A
tavern on the edge of the wood Jured
the rider ; the kepper, just thes, accost-
ol him, Fivo minutes for liquor, My,
Matthew Knolls, while a lad ran down
the hill waving his hat to the steambont
wlready in motion, aud sprang ou bonrd
with the withdrawn plank.

Unele Gooflry, sipping his cofleo, wns
astonished by the advent of his nephow,
who produced the watcel.

“ 1 found it!" Then followed excitod
explanations,

The two Vernous, accompanied by a
deteetive, returuned to the Knolls farm-
honse,

“ Thero 18 a cool thief, with a east in
one eye, who comes from these parts,”
aid the officer, *““He's a mendicant
railor, a burglar, and a pickpocket in
town., 1 didn't know he smuggled and
robboed on the border, though,”

“That is Mr, Matthew Knolls, and he
must wear false wliiskers, " said t}un{fr_\'.

At the farm all was peace. The cellars
contained eider and vegetables ; the son
lind vanished ; the old people were nor-
vons and dejected,  Mally had gone to
her aunt’s nntil the wedding,  Yes, she
was to marry Johu Townley after all,

“You must have been dreaming,"
said Uncle Geoflry.

Geoffry the younger
wateh in diguified protest,
dream this baelk, sir,”

“Well, you have earned it,"

In after years when illness attneked n
sensitive organization it eame to Geotfry
Vernon in the delivinm of fear, when
Matthew Knolls, desperndo, was pur-
sulg him through the awful darkness,

held up the
ST did not

of red gold, with an azure shield on the | with soleran hills above and the rush of

cover, Geoflry beheld his grandfather's

witeh !

waters far below, and sometimes, aeross

He was so entirely overcome | this darkness, gleamed n girl's foce, like

by this discovery that his wits forsook | Ophelin's, yellow hair drooping on neck,

bim,
down on the sea-board, worn boldly up
lwre? The man had moved wway,
(Gteoffry erossed the brook just in time
to see him enter the farmhounse, What
was to be done?! He spent an lhour,
flushed, oxeited and bewildorad, reeall-
ing every possible nid of similar expe-
rience, Should he boldly elaim the ar-
ticle 7 Who wonld teke his part if Le
did 7 Milly and the mother were easily
cowed by the son.  This son i
dently a bad mun, possibly in leagne
with robboers,  Geollty returned to the
farm, The fowls wore going to roost;
the cows were being milked, It past
bon nightmare,

He went to his room and threw him-
solf on the bed. He could not face
theso people until he had deeided whnt
to do. He deelinod sapper on the
Mrs. Knolls made
him sip tes, and left him for the night,
At eleven o'clock he rose, imbued with
a senke of dangerons adventore, He
woulil reeover the wateh and go awiy.
Cautionsly he made o barvieade before
the door of the table and two chairs,
then taking his hat nud  pocketboolk,

|

was evi- |

1

The wateh stolen, forever lost | and blue eyes forever tervor-hnanted,

A President Not Generally Known,

A Michignn papor tells the following
story: A Feont street saloon keeper is
a great historieal scholar, and will argne
for hours on issues, events and men of
pust cclobrity,  Old Proston was awnre
of this, and he dropped into the place
one wirm day and said: “DBy cracky,
Jim, but this is warm ! I haven't heon
so warm sinoo old Gon, Coss was Presi-
dent of the United States,”  ** What 17
siid Jim, ** Gon. Cass never was  Prosi-
dent of the United States.”  *“Why,
yvos he was,” replied Preston, with well
feigned astonishment.  “ T'll bet yon

the drinks for the house he wasn't,” said |

the exeited proprictor. * Done,” an-
swored the old man, and he drew forth
his pocketbook, nnfolded & page of the
Congressional Globe of 1848-9, and pro-
ceaded to read that DPresident Taylor,
having died on Haturday, and Viee-
President Fillmore not being at 'Wash-
ington, the president of the Senate,
Grenernl Cass, hoenme President of the
United States until the following Mon-

opencd the window and slid to the | doay, pending Fillmore's insuguration,

ground.
kitehen,

Milly was speaking in the | When the old man had finished reading,

he looked around and said: ** Come

1 ghall not desert mother, aud I |ll1‘, boys, Must exense ignorakce, you

will nover marry John Townley,
an honest man, and we are not tit for
him."

s hard to be so poor,” interposad
the voice of Abrabam Knolls,  * Mat-
thew's chose his own ways, Milly."

“ If the city chap’s ubod, ib's safo to
turu the key -on hiw," growled Mat-
thew,

The yellow dog sniffed at Geoffry, who
putted the animal veassuringly., At the
same moment o fgure spproached,
raised the collar door, and descended
the steps, Geollry followed recklessly,
feeling sure that this was the mun in the
vulyetoen coat, The collar was moldy
and dark ; the man groped among the
barrols, and struck o mateh a8 Le ronch-
od a door nt the end. Curiosity held
The rays of a lan-
tern fell on the inner ecllar, where silis,
lnoes, and furs were heaped in confu-
The soals of the grent wateh dan-
gled from the miscreant's pocket, Geof-
The lad sprang for-
ward, dashed pside the lantern, and
wrenched away the watch. Pore tem-
er lent him requisite courage for the
wld deed. As he rushed np the steps
ngain a shrill whistle sounded in the col-
lar, followed by a responsive movement
in the house,

He ran along the road, climbed the
first hill, and poaused to look back. A
light was visible, Bitting from window
to window 3 a fuint sonnd indieated the
erash of forcing his hedroom door, then
the lpmp was stationary in his window.
Heavens! if he were there facing
Matthew Knolls and his confederate

He's | know.”

Then ho rambled out, while
Jim rommed the bottles buek on the
shelf, soused the tumblers in the rinse,
mud, ns he wiped up the counter, re-
markesd: 4 I have seen o good many
mean men in my time, but for n fivst-
el s frand old Preston can take the
woney,”

Even with the Judge,

Ex-Judge Morris was lately engnged
in au important suit v o eertain town in
the State of Now York, aud it became
his duty to eross-examine a witness who
wis an honest old farmer wud not very
well neeustomdl to the business, ''he
witness suswered by saying “1 guess
80" and “I think so,” which nettled the
jndge somewhat, and ho froquently said
to the wikness ; “I don't want to know
whnt yon guess or what you think nhout
it, I want what you know.” Well, after
a somewhat longthy examination, Judge
Morris settled back in  his chair and
andd @ Well, I guess that is all,” when
the witness looked at him s moment, and,
without leaving the chair, said ;: Mr.
Morris, I don’t want what you guess
about this ; I waunt to Anow i you are
through with me?” The whole court
a[»piuudml, and none more than Judge
Moxris.

Ex-Presiornrs. —Andrew Jolinson is
the thivd President of the United States
whose remaing are in Tennessee, and
theve is a project to bury him with the
others in Nashville aud erect a grand
mounmeut ; but his fwmily prefor a
simpler grave in Fast Tennessee,

their secret! A m-mnu!r

ALL ABOUT BEEF,

How it s Cat Up==The Best Plocesc.A Few
ints.
The New York Sun has been intor-
viewing the eattle men and seenressome
| valuable hints about beef,  Yes, sir,
| your surmise is correck,” said one buteh-
| or,  “1eel enting is decidedly a phase
of Ameriecan extravagance, Fven the
working clusses must have their porter-
liouse or sirloin steaks or their rib pieces
for ronsting. Yes, sir, in this particular
they live beyond their means, as well as
in Mmany other things. It doesn't attract
so mueh attention ns the habit of buying
exponsive furniture, for that youn sce
aftorward in the anction rooms. Now,
yon ean buy a chuck steak good enongh
for anybody for twelve cents a pound,
or tho round for from fifteon to cightecn
cents, while you pay twenty-five conts a
pound for sirloin and thirty cents for
porterhouse ateale,” N

“ How much prime beef is there in an
animal

“ Phere's fromseventy to one hndred
pounds in an animal giving seven Linn-
dred weight of beef,  All thoe rest is the
conrser meat,”

“CWhat is the result on pricea?”

“Why, the natural resull, of gourse,
There is a greater differonco in price bo-
tween prime beef and eonrse—greater
than thero is anywlhere olse,  In othoer
places thay make but three or fonr donts
difforence, We sell prime beef at whole-
sl for cighteen cents; the conrsn moeal
of a good animal enn bo bought for
nine, and sometimes there's a greator
difference than that, Now the coarse
ment of o good animal is o great deal
botter than the prime meat of a poor
ome, That's the renson 1 say poor people
don't know how to live,

“Phe chuek, sir," said auother butcher,
s the fore qoarter of o beel with the
ribs ent out.  The fore ribs are sold with
the rost of the prime beof, and at the
same price.  The animal is divided this
wny : They take the hind quorter and
eut ont the loin,  That brings from six-
teen to seventeon conts ot wholesale.
The ribs are next highest.  They bring
nbout fifteen cents for ropsting. The
ronnd sells at about ten cents.  The
chingk ont of n good bullock brings about
geven cents a pound.  Theso are whole-
sale pricea,  For inferior eattle ribs and
hind guarters bring about twelve and a
L alf cents 3 the ehucks about six conts,”

The receipts at the abattoir ynrds are
about 5,000 head of eattle a week, which
nre mostly slghtered for nse i New
York. Thisis an average of about six
hnndred pounds of beof to the animal.
One of the leading retail firms in the
beef trade in Washington market subse-
quently conflrmed the opinion of the
wholesale men. A light, active man, in
light Dundrearys and an excitable frame
wl mind, wus superinbending the 01
of orders, while thé son of another
member of the firm acted as entry clerk.,

¢ Jim, did yon send those short loins
to the Mountain Housoe this morning ¢
had just been answered in the aflirma-
five as the aetive man's attention was
drawn off to the ice-hionse for a moment,
and that of the entry clerk was attracted
to the subiect of thig article. He raid :
| “ Onr trade is principally shipping,

but isn't as brisk as it shonld be,  Yes,
sir; the sale for conrae meat is very glow,
Tho only thing there i3 any ready sale
for is the prime part of the carceass, As
we buy the whole aunimal, we have to
dispose of thewlhole of it, though we get
for loins, a good eut, firat quality,
twenty-two oents ; shortloins (for porter-
| house steaks) bring from twenty-five to
twenty-seven cents.  The sides are
worth twelve cents ; the hips, eighteen
conts, Ribs run from eighteen to
twenty-two cents, nccording to who use
them. Wae sell to a number of hotels,
IPor example, there is a picce with the
endsof the ribs eut off, and they are
ntterly useless, that is for n hi.-tel, and
the man that wants that piece has to pay
for the loss of those emds,  Tlumps are
worth from twelve to thirteen ecnts.
Round stakes cub oft them are worth
fifteen cents if they aro ent right throngh,
and twenty cents if they are cat from
the tender side of the rmmp, The chuek
is aold for from eight to nine cents, in
pieces woighing from fifty to seventy:-
five pounds, but it is very hard to sell.”

Strange Events at a Funeral.

A “Dburial seandsl” is reported from
Careassonne, says & London paper, the
chrneter of which was strange as its
sequel was deplorable, A funeral pro-
cession was on its way through the

[ Accordingly, having distunced the hody
by some paces, he gave the absolution,
sprinkled the empty grave with holy
water, and withdrew just as the bearers
came up.
moents, and  veturned to confront the
mowrners, A shurp alteveation ensued,
and, being asked why he had taken off

in order to bo able to auswer all comers,
and that he was not n priest at that mo-
ment,  On this o member of the benefit
society angrily assured bis unsympa-
thetie pastor that he should hear of l‘ais
ngain, and immediately fell down dead,

Ex-Presidents of the United Stales,
the United States

Fx-Presidents of

for length of years, Except Fillmore
[ nud Buchnuau, no one of our Presidents
for thirty years hns feached the allotted
three score and ten, Before Molk, and
| after Washivgton, not one except Harri-
son, who died aged sixty-eight, left the
| world at less then seventy-three, Mon-
roo, 'The series is noteworthy. Wash-
ington died ot sixty-seven ; but John
Adams lived to ninety-one, Jefferson to
eighty-three, Madison to eighty-five,
Monroo to seventy-three, Johu Quiney
Adums to eighty-one, Jackson to seventy
eight, and Van Duren to eighty,
this point, a singular change ocenrs,
Polk died at fifty-four, Laylor at sixty,
Fillmore nt seventy, Picreo ab sixty-five,
Buchanan at seveuty-seven, Lincoln at
ifty-six, and Jolhinson now passes away at
soventy, The first ton of our Presidents
averaged seventy seven and eight teuths
yoears of life, The next seven averagod
sixty-fonr and seven-tenths years,

I deseended  from old Micanopy, and Lnd

his sacerdotal ornaments, ho said it wos | o] o hiss the children.

are, in this generation, not remarkable |

At |

[ religion than a caf,

AMONG THE SEMINOLES,

IReliglonw

A FennteseA Genernl Clenning

U'p for the Yenr,

A correspondent who has been among
the Beminole Indians in Florida gives us
this deseription of the only religious
ceremony of the tribe :

The ceremony is undoubtedly one of
purifieation—a propitintory offering to
the Great Spirit. Every year at the
ripening of the harvest they gathor all the
people of their tribes, and hold a grand
pow-wow, lasting severnl days,

They burn and destroy all the filth
and useless ntensils of cooking, ete., and
barn all condemned old clothes, purify
themselves by sweating and washing ;
nfter which they eleet chiefs, and trans-
net sueh business as needs altention.

As my guide was at their feast lnst
year, lot him rolate tho story ns ho told
it to me that night, by the smouldering
eamp fire, with listening Indians

“Twas about the fivst of July ; and
me and Aleck thonght we'd go out and
kind of eclelrato the Fourth among tho
Indiang;, socing's wo'd been inviled.
Well, wo got out heve ; 'bwas the same
trail we took the othor day, but tho flats
was full of water, aud "Lwas just awfal
getting here,

e Injuis give us a shanty, and we
turued loose our horses, and the next
day the performance commenced. Yon
see thot cleared pluce there, about o
Lundred feob aerons @ Well, that, was all
smoobh, sud was used to daneo on, about
that pole in the center, which waa all
hnng with leaves and one thing and an-
other,

“Phis house here, to one gide, was a
sort of sweat-house, and they had it
stopped up tight, and a big kettle of wi-
ter—two or throe of them—in one end.

“The women, they went round and
collocted all the old stufl and made o big
heap of it, and then seb it afive.  Then
they went onb and got some kind of o
root and wade o strong deink, sod that
physicked them, you bet,

**Thie took about all day.

“ Next day they got together on that
lovel place, and daneed abont the pole,
They didn't like it becausowe wis t-Luw,
and some of the Big Cypress fellows
throatened to kill ms, but Aleck had
brought out n keg of real good whisky,
atid the promise of that, when they was
through, mnde everything all right,

“The women had them turtle-shells
strapped avound their ankles, and they'd
clap "em together and make n noise you
comld hear a mile, Tirst they'd dance
kind of slow, then gradually quicken
their steps till they would fairly wake
things, and sing and howl fit to wake the
dead.  All these two days they hadn't
hindl nothing to eat, and wouldu’t giveus
anything, and, if we hadn't brought
something, we should have starved,

U Every once in a while one of the
ChluIs WOILIL HOU G ol sl s oy

aud then dive into the swent-house,
where they had got up steam by chinek-
ing red hiot roeks into them kettles of
water. Thers he wonld stay till uigh
about dead-—for the hiouse was all full of
stenm—and then Lie'd yush out aud jump
futo that pond, there, stark naked, and
yelling like gixty!

 All this time the old doctor seomoed
to be the master of eeremonies, and he
wns a-mumbling over big words, hard
enongh to choke a white man, aud pre-
tended he was conversing with the Great
Spirit,  Woward night of the second day
they seemed to think they'd got things
clean enongh, with their sweating, and
physicking, and dancing, and all the
girls went off and got corn, nnd melons,
and pertaters, and they bhad a veg'lae
fenst, and they eat and eat, till every-
body had enough to make up for o two
months' fast,

“This is all the ceremony these heath-
en have, nud they don't eare no more for |
If they are good |
when they are on this earth, they will go
to a land of plenty where things is cheap
and whisky and game is plenty. If they |
don't be good here they will go to the |
land of the bad spirvit, who is half stary-
ed, and has no bears’ oil or whisky. |
After the ceremonies was all over, they ‘
elected old Tustenuggn chief, instead of
old Tiger Tail, who has been c¢hicf so
lorg, and that canme nenr moking a fight;
but it was proved that Tustennggu was

ought to have beeu chief long ago.”

Queen Vietoria’s Dabics,
In Loudon, a long time ago, T used to

The Spanish Miner,

A reviewer, speaking of Hugh James
Rose's “Untrodden BSpain  and the
Black Conutry,” says: Decidadly the
most charncteristio part of Mr, Rose's
book is his aocount of *tho black
country,” or mining districts, of which
he had considerable experience, The
Sponish miner is as rough and reckless
a8 those of his ealling generally, but he
hns many of the most sterling qualitics
of his couutry people, with more than
ordinary Spanish light-heartedness, He
works exceedingly hard, but he lives
tolerably well, althongh but poorly paid,
according to English ideas.  Mr, Rose
gives a vivid account of his day's oecu-
pation, from the start ab early morning,
when heo breaks his fast on cakos, cof-
feo, and nguardioute bought at the stulls
set out along his rond, to tho more solid
supper with his family of an evening,
when he relaxes after his labor with
mugic and merriment, Ho i3 fond of
song, and improvises frecly as ho goes
wlong to his work, ehivosing the sulject
of his monotonous refrain from any
castal incident that may strile him. Like
all Spaniards he insists on religiously
celebrating any number of festis, al-
thongh his manner of making holiday
is apt to degonerate into debauch,  Yor
thie morality of the mining districts is
o low ns may be, and the certainty that
their livers will be ghort seems to induce
the miners to mako the most of them in
their own way. Their work is often dan-
gorous, for the native miue owners pay
little attention to the internal economy
of the mines, nud the strongest consti-
futions snecumb to the unwholesome nt-
mostphere  the miners inhale,  The
guicksilver mines of Almwdn nre, of
conrse, the most dendly.  In these the
snlivation is excessive, nnd it iy sadd to
be almost as bad amoug the copper veins
of Rio Tinto. In the lend mines, strange
to say, the action of the mineral is more
gradual ; but pulmonary eonsnmption,
fover, and *'lead colio” arve the most
futal complaints, The miner seldom
lives to a greater age than thirty-four,
and ib is 0 common saying with the givls
in the neighbdrhood: It is hard to
marry o miner, for he must leave us so
soon.,”  That proper sanitary precan-
tions might do much to prevent this
mortality, is proved by the cxpericnos
of foreign compunies, Bub in Bpnin, ns
everywhere else, the workmen object to
rostraint and regimen, although death
and painful diseases aro the penaltics of
negloeting them ; and the native mine
proprietors, with the national indiffer-
ence, leave their people to do as the
please,  Although the miner takes lhis
copa of strong hiquor after his coftes, or
corrects with oecasionnl stimulants the
foulness of the atmosphiere he breathes,
as o rule he is not nddicted o drunken-
ness. He is content with poor with

noor wrm'e:ﬁ_ i‘ml is choerful on conrse
fare ; and if he mnst be ealled Tunurr.[,i.

tions rather than religious, at least he
makes life emdurable by enltivating a
cheerful fatalism.  Thess men of the
“Dblack conutry ” are natueally among
the voughest and least edneated elasses
of the population, yet Mr, Rose pro-
nonnees them to bo “nature’s gentle-
men.”  He says, talking of the miner :
“ Ha eonld not say or do a rude thing.
To walk with the stranger ; to relieve |
him of any load he may be earrying un-
der a burning sun; to offer youn—and the
offer is meant--a share of his simple
meal, if yow chanee to come upon him
when dining, ia simply his habit,”

A Good Guardian,

A few years previous to the great five
in Boston n man in the grocery business
there was appointed guardinn of three
orphnn girls, whose father had left for
their supporta tenement honso in one of
the corners of the courts lending ont of
Pearl strect,  When he got control of
the property the houge was uninsured,
its valne small, and income tritling, He
had it insured, nnd made some improve-
ments that- increased the income.  Soon
the fire came, and cousumed it with the
other bxildings in that vicinity, He
got the insurance money after a little
delay, invested the money where it
ripidly increased, and the land being
wanted for business purposes, he sold it
for two or three dollars more a foot than
other land brought alongside of it. The
proceeds of this sale he also invested,
und when, a little while ago, he made o
sottlement with the probate court, it
wis found that the \'ILL\U of the legaey

kuow the nurse of the quecn’s habies—
an excellent, good person, clean and fot
and rosy and loving. It might ocenr to

chnrehyard, when the officiating priest | the unibitiated that this person perhaps
observed to the ]ﬂ'l!Hi!lL\!lt of @ local ben- wild 0 g‘t‘lll]t‘.\\’lllllllﬂ, aud that tho qlll'.l‘ll‘
afit society to which the doceased be- | hubies had venl ladies as nurses,
lunged that the hearers walked too slow- | wus not so.  This royul nurse was hut
ly, adding that if the body did notreach | auother Pegpotty, s humble in station i
the grave ns soon as he did he should | 45 the good woman who was selocted to |
| jnst pronounce the absolution and go. | eare for the saered welfuve of the L

5
Bt it

ay of
vombey., One day we congrutulated
Lier on the excelloneo of her place,
SPhat it s, indeed, mn'um, s good
pl:u-o." ropliod the \\'1mmu,\\'urmi_\'; oo

He then took off his vest | good for the likes of me ; and yet," said

she, lier motherly bosom swelling and
warm tears gushing to her honest eyes,
Yt has oue great brinl—I am not hallow
Being royal
ighinesses and mo an "iveling, I pm ot
hallowed ; and w'en you love a buby,
not to be nble to kiss im i8 "aed ; but”—
und here she brightenod up considerably

“ 1 don't mind telling you, ma,nm, for I
don’t thindk it will go any further, though
hordors is horders, they can't prevent
me from a-kissing of his little toes,”

Gilad to See Her,

Aboul twent$ yearsago anegro woman
wis sold from Baltimore to parties © wuy
down Bouth,” her futher and mother re-
waining on the cstate from which she
wits sold, and where they still reside,
During the war the old folks lost all
trace of the girl and had given her up
for lost unti! within & few years, when
they heard from her in New Orleans, A
fow weeks ago they had a letter from her

wharf every time a boat arrived expect-
ing to meet her, and showing keen dis-
appointment on finding that she had not
yet come, At last, howevor, they were
rewarded for their watching ns a buxom,
comely mulatto waved a handkorchief at
them from an approsching boat, 'The
old woman shouted, exeeunted n holf fan-
dango, skipped aronnd gonerally, whilo
the old man stood on his hewd, nud the

hour of jubilce seemed to have come.

promising soon to visit them, and from |
that time the old couple weut to the |

loft to the children, now of age, had
more than quadrupled,  The judge com-
plimented him for his good muunage-
ment, and said he riehly earned the per-
centage which the law allows in such
| cnses, The gentlemnn thanked the
| court, but said he worked for a reward
veator than any human law conld allow,
| and declined to accept any compensiu-
[ tion, The young luadics, 1 apprecia-
tion of the geoerous conduct of their
guarding, bave presented him with a

| valuable wuteh, chnin, wd lock-seal,

Too Good for That,

Home yeurs pgo there wus o disenssion
among sowmo returning Californians on
steamor, which had just touched nt Aca-
puleo, coneerning the moral character
and  genersl merits of a Californin
refugee whom they hiad fullen in with
| in that torvid little port,  Oune of the
[ party was quite enthusiastic aver the
refugee as “one of the best fellows he
ever kuew,” to which another rveplied

that he was o mnrderer aud an assnssin, |

who fled the Stabe to escape the gallows.
| This the refuges's friend denied; suid
he *“wasn't no a’sassin nor nothin' of
| the kind,”  **Bat,” said the other,
“don't you remember his shooting a
barkeeper up to Marysville  ** Yes"
** And his stubbivg o man in the back at
Duteh Flat ¢ ¢ Yes,"  * Awd his kill-
ing & faro dealer at "—  * Oh, yes, 1
know about all them things, He's killed
folks, of course. 1 kunow he kills, Lut
you never can make me believe he
‘sussinates,”  Bludes upon shades of
meaning, you see, Subtle distinetions
between killing folks, which any good
| fellow was liable to do, and ** "sassinat-
| ing,"” which wounld bave been ungentle-
mauly aud disreputable.  ‘Uhat man was
well up in the refinements of the lau-
gunge, e knew where to draw the line
uied just what shading to give it to sgve
| his friend to sociely sl b his own ap-
lmminlivu bosom. He might kill, but
sassinate | never, Ho wan too good o

| hundred

Items of Interest,

Mirried people will have no difionlty
in gelting along well if they always keep
two bears in the house—Dbear and for-
bear,

Clennliness, in all the surroundings of
o family mansion, pays richly in many
ways, in good health, moral elevation,
rt.'mmm} comfort, and dollars and cents

yesides,
Ono of the saddest things about hu-
man nature is, that a man may gnido
othera in the path of lifo, without wallc-
iu‘; in it himself ; that he may bo a
pilot, and yet a castaway.
It hos been estimated that one plant
of the red poppy bears 50,000 goedy
one sow-thistle, 10,000 ; one corn-cockle,
2,500 ; the charlock, 4,500 ; proundscl,
6,500 ; and the blaek mustard, 1,500,
“ Burning incense, Mr. Brown 2" said
Mrs, Farrintosh, as she pussed Bro wi in
tho act of lighting his post- prandinl
cignr.  ** No, ma'nm, " spid the proctical
Trown, I am buming twenly cents,”
A gentleman in Kingston, N, Y., lug
onred his hon of a muauin for Lateliing,
Stones, clubg, basing of wiler wern in
vain 3 but when firecrackers exploded
i nder her she coneluded to comoe off,
Two hundred thonsand Americnns,
not one in. five hundred of whom over
suw prairics, mountaing, cauyons, fulls
or other Western sights, aro over in
Europe hoofing it avound through lieat
and dust,

During a recent tornado in Minnesoln
two sheep were carvied fully a mils by
the wind, and finally landed in o troo
top, where they were found pinned to-
gother by a bomd that had  been driven
through their bodies,

The Maine Fariner suggests that
furmers, by building on adjoining cor-
ners of their farms, might organize little
“farmer villages ™ whicli would  give
them the advantnge of soeciety nud moke
theit children much more contonted
with farm life,

A Jefferson (Me,) farmer lnd g cow
and o calf stronck by lightving  during a
thunder shower, and, supposing them
dend, they were dragged off into n pasture,
In the morning, having ocension to visit
the pustore, he found both cow and ealf
03 lively s if no thunder shower had oe-
etrred the night hefore,

Bhortly after ex-President Jolison's
frinl he said to a friend who wis con
gratulating him on his nnvrow vseapo ¢
“Yos, and when I die I want to be
buried quietly, and hope the same
wretched set of seribblers who have just
been writing me down on impeachment
won't be allowed to write up tho funeral.’
In no conntry in the world is theve so
large a consumption of aunimal food as
in the United States.  The averago to
each person, s derived from statistics
of meat consnmption in the leading

citing  vnring [rom lu}ll' n vonnd to n
ponnd per day 3  while in Cconpibcng

Ewropa the avernge consnmption of
ment per hed is only from two to threoe
ounces per day.

Men have often been puzzled to ex-
plain, even to themselves, why tley
liked tobaeco smoke,  Dut the seiontists
have found ont just what it is, and it iy
no wonder we like it,  Tobaceo smoko
is, they say, n mixture of cyauhydrie,
sulphurated  hydrogen, formie, neetic,
l:rulniuuiu, batyrie, valovinnie and car-
wlie acids, ball a dogen kinds of alkia-
loids and creosote,

A givl has recently gone through a
remarkable abtnck of entilepsy ntn pub-
lie hospital in Povis.  She fell into o
lethargy, and her respiration booame al-
most imperceptible, bub her eolor and
pulsge were natural,  Soon aftorward her
museles beeame havd and stiff, and dor-
ing six days she Iny rigid, taking no
food, and being  wholly anconseions,
Her rocovery was slow, sl nttended by
relupses into o eataleptic condition,

Postage in the United Stafes,

In 1792 the fivst postago nel wis passod
in the United States, Kyery soparads
sheet of paper, large or small, withont
reference to weight, was considerad nlet-
tor, and two or three small  picecs
in one envelope paid double or triplo
postage. The lowest rate was six centy
to places within thirty miles, oight centy
to pliaces within sixty miles, ten cents Lo
places within one hundred miles, and so
on up to places within four hundred and
fifty miles, the postage then being
twenty-five cents. In 1700 a new law
was passod changing the rates,  The
lowest rate was cight conts, und the low-
est distanee forty miles. In 1816 the
minimum rafes were again redoceed to
six conts, and the distance to thirty wiles,
only five mtes being  established.
Eighteen and one-half conts cayried lot
tors four hundred miles, and fora longoer
distanco twenty-ive conts waa charged,
These rates continued until 1845, when
tho first materinl reduetion took plice,
Five eents became the postage for let-
ters enrrvled a distance of less than thveo
miles, and ten eonts for
greater distanco, Al the same time the
drop letter system wus introdueed, the
lln.usl‘.ugn- on sueh being fixed al two cents,
n 1845 the half-ounce weight was mado
the standurd instead of the number of
shects, In 1851 the single rate was mude
three conts for all distinecs vder 3,000
miles, and six cents for greater distances,
if prepuid, this being the fivst induee-
ment Luitl out to prepay postage, Un-
paid letters wore charged five and ten
vents, according to distance, Iu 1855
prepayment was vequired, the rate as to
distonee remoinivg the saume, 1In 1863
the present rate of three conts, propaid,
for all distances, was estublished,

A FPunny Trial,

An amusing trial took plae2 in Quincey,
I, lust week. A man named Murphy
found a nest containing gix young movk-
ing birds, which he took home with him,
Five of them having died, he took the
gixth back to the nest, in hopes the old
birds wounld feed it,  Soon afterward it
becamp strong enough to fly, and flew
into o blacksmith shop belonging to o
man named Sehriber, who picked the
bird up and retaived it in his possession.
Murphy, hearing whore the bird was, ot
once got out a writ of replevin, so the
bird was brought into court, where it
attrastod considerable attention. A ver-
dick for Sehriber was finally given, The
bird is valued at sbhont one dollar, and
the costs have already reached twenty

fellow for that.

times that amonnt,




