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The Dark.

Where do the little chiokens run
When they are afeaid ?

Ount of the light, ont of tlie sun,
Into the dark, into the shade,
Under their mother's downy wing,

No longor afiaid of anything.

Dear little girl, dear littlo boy,
Afraid of the dark,
Bid yon good-by to the daylight with jor,
Ba glad of the night, For hark !
The darknoss no danger at all can bring,
It in the shadow of Cind's wing.

Where do thelittle violats creep
In tho time of snow ?
Into the davk, to rest and slesp,
And to wait for the spring they go
Under the ground where no storm can reach
And God tnkes tender eare of ench.

OFF THE STAGE,

I'm a super. I suppose yon knows
what that 87 Tf you don't, and nin’t
theatrically inclined, T tell you, A
super’s ons of them as takes the small
parts in the play, where the *‘‘busi-
ness "' is important and the * eackle”
gnr—tmnlnr. That's a super, Whe
Bhakspeare wrote ““ A man in his time
plays many parts," he must have had «
‘super” in his eye, if supers was in-
vented in those Jn_\-.i:, which I suppose
tl:eﬁ was, or Blhiakspeare ain't the man 1
took him for. Bless you, our role is
unlimited—we does everything, Why,
inone piece sometimes I takes a matter
of hulf a dozen perts, if not more, Say
“Hamlet " is put un; first I'm o goard
a-walking on the vswparts of the castle;
then I'm a ecourlier attending on the
king; then I'm a recorder (which ain't
got nothing to Jdo with the law, as I
thought at one time, but performs on a
aort of flute); then 'm a sailor; arter
that a mute at Oplielin's faneral; then
I'm n soldier again, or a courtier, as the
case may be, And there Iam. A sup-

per's more important than anybedy
may thinlk,
L gets a shilling o night, and findsmy

own enlo
usnally 1

ich, being o saving man, I

mages to serape enough up
from the woste in the painting-room—
forin the matter of lime and ochre art-
ista is prodigals; and if I'm hard up for
black—{or o eyebrow or s moustache,
for instanece—I gets the needful from
the chimmey-vipe of the stove in the
propeviy-room. I have worked my way
up to the top of my profession in my
line, which is heavy lead of supers; and
I've occasion to know that at partienlar
times, say the frst uight of a new piees,
U'm looked np Lo by tlie management to
enrry the play throngh; and 1 generally
contrives to aatisfy the most snngninary
expectations, T'm prond of my profes-
sion, I ain't only actor for the sake of
the fiithy luere (whieh I suppose menn:
coin), but for the literature and art—
'specialiy the art, T've studied it,
really studied it; yon mayn't think so,
but it's a fact.

I've been married, and had one child
—a girl—and I'm a widower,
married young, like most professionals.
She was in the third row of the ballet,
and inelined to be stont ; but ghe didn’t
last long, poor sowl! She had an apo-
plectic fit one night, and died in my
arms in the greon room. T was veryent
up at the time, beenuse she was as good
a wife as ever wore a ring, My darter
was 18 good-looking n girl as yon'd meet
anywhere ; quite different from her
mother—not 1 the beauty line, because
she wns nice-looking, too, but in size,
Rose was vory tlhan, She followed in
the snme steps ns my old woman ; and
I got her an engagement at our theatre,
Of course she fell in love—girls always
dont that age, séventeen—with as rising
ayoung fellow as I'd wish to see, I
was prond of Rose, and I was glad it
turned ont so ; and, what's more, he
wasn't ashamed of me, althongh T was
only msuper, which made me prond of
him too,
and wanted to take her off the stage and
marry her nt once; but I objeeted on
the score of age, 1 asked him to wait
a year, till she was a little older, and he
took my adviee—rather unwillingly, I
suspect, if his face was to be believed ;
but he didn't say so, for he always gave
way to me, beeaure I knew what was
better than he did,

One night Rose gets a letter sent
round to her from n gent in the boxes
n-asking her to meet him outside after
the performance. She was very much
hart about it, for it was the first insult
she'd received—they gets used to these
things in time—and brought the letter
to me. Jost as I was a-reading it up
comes Charley—that's her young man
—and Rose snatehes the letter ont of
my hand and puts it in her poeket ; but
not hefore Charley had seen it. He
looks rurprised, and he says:

“What's that ?” says he,

“Oh! nothing,” she says, playful
like, and runs away; and he turned
away too, but not in the same direction,

When I saw Hose again, I says :

“Why didn't you show it to him 2" 1
BAYS.

“Oh, father!" she says, *‘he's #o
jealons ; aud if he'd seen it he'd have
thrashed the fellow,” she saym * and
perhaps got into a row, and I didn't
want him to do that,"

She give me the letter, for fear he
shonld ask for it ; and I put it in my
pocket, never a-thinking no morg
about it,

When work was done for the night,
me and two or three others used to take
our pipe and pot—which was half a
piut o'forepenny—at a little pub, round
the corner, close to the theatre, where
we wis known and respected. There
we used to talk over the eveuts of the
evening ; and sometimes, when things

wae glow, we'd even condeseend to talk
lities, but not often—we left them

ivolous subjects to people as hadn't
the sense to appreciate art. While we
was there that night, in comes a gent
rather mopsy ; he swaggered up to the
ecounter, and calls for a bottle o' cham-
pagne, and then asks us to drink, which
we did—we nover refuses that, Well,
he was a-going on about one thing and
another, and at last he says :

“ That Rose is a nics girl 1"

I pricks up my ears at this, and 1

puia down the glass of champagne as I
_was just a-rising to my mouth—the
glass as he paid for—but I never says
nothing. Then he goes on a-boasting,
and says as he was a-going to see her
home. I jumps up, and I says :

was |

He wus very jealous of Rose, |

| nighit as soon ns the performance was

“T'm that Indy's father, and if I
wisn't a old man I'd knock you down,”
Then I turns to my mates and tells
‘em of the letter business ; and takes it
out of my pocket, and hands it to him,
and gives him a bit of advice as he
wanted. He wns in that rage that he
wis just a-putting up his fst to hit me,
when Joe Palter, one of uns, floors him,
Then we handed him over to a polico-
man, We was rather excited nfter-
wards, what with having an extra half
pint and the champagne we drunk nfore
wo knew who we got 1t from,  Charley
nsed nlways to ses Rosa home after the
performance, and stay with her till I
eome ; but he wasn't there that night,
and Rose said he hadn't come with her
ns he always did, and laid the blame on
| the letter.
| about it, and said :
“1'1 tell him how it was in the morn-
| ing."
But she says ¢
‘““No!" she says, “*if he can't think
me ftruoe to him without proofs, he
sha'n't ot all.”
I sce'd it was no use a-arguing with
| her, 8o I givesin. My little beauty
was very prond and I liked to see it;
but I never thought as how pride wonld
|turn love over as it did; although 1
onght to have known better, a-seeing
so often how Paunlineg had a narrow es-
enpe of it, She was very pale next
morning, and her eyes looked like mine
| do sometimes, when T ain't got water
enongh to wash with comfortable, and

I leaves the eolor round under 'em; |

bt it wasn't from that, I knowed, be-

| cause Rose was n very tidy girl. 1
never says nothing, but I goes on a-eat-
ing, and not pretending to notice any-
thing different ; and by and by we goes
off to the theatre. I wos very enrions
to see what Charley wonld do; but he
only just takes off Lis hat—Charley al-
ways was a gentleman—and turns away
ngain, This here made me fecl very
queerish, and I didn’t know what to
make on it,

Things went onin this here unfor-
tunate style for o week, TRose wus too
proud to explain, althomgh T wanted
hier to ; but no, not her! and thers we

| wis, One morning she didn't come

| down to brenkfast as nsual, so T goes up |

to her bed-room and says

* What's the matter, my beauty "

“Oh, father," snys she, “I don't feel
very well just now, T dare say I shall
be all right to-night,”

But her hand wns a-trembling like o
leaf, and her eyes was sunk; and when
I come to look at her close, T wid stag-
| gered to ses how shie'd altered in them

few days, It flustered me more than 1
shonld a-thonght; so I gives her a kiss,
and tells her to lie down quiet, ol ofi
I goes to a deetor. He comes and feels
hier pulse, and sueh like; then hLe calls
me out on the landing, and says she's
in & high state of fever, and must be
[ kept very quiet, or he wouldn't be an-
swernble for it.  Then he began a-as=k-
ing meabont myself, and my profession
| and cetera,
*“Not very rich, I suppose?” says he,
“Oh, well!" hie says, we sha'n't guar-
| rel abont the money."

Amd s'welp me goodness! as 1'm |
standing here, he never charged me ¢ |
blessed h'penny for physie or nothing
—nob aha' penny—and found the botties

| besides! When Charley sees me by
| myself, he didn't know whiat to muke

Bhe was naturally eut up|

i
|

although it seemed to choke me, too,
and I couldn't sposk at the moment. I
| sits down by her hiead and takes her
hand in mine, and there we was, for a
matter of a minute or two before either
of us said a word, a-losking into each
other's faces, joyfuller than we'd been
for some time., Then says she:

" Father,” she says, 1 want to see
Charley.”

I says:

** Yon shall, to-morrow, my darling.”

“Liet me #eo him to-night, father,”
sho asays, beseechingly—''let me #ce
him to-night, beeanse——""

And there she stopped.

I gets np—not having it in me to sse
her want for nnything ns I conld give
her, thongh I couldn't make out why
she wis in such a hurry—leastways, [

cottldn't then ; I do now. I puls on
! my hat, and just outside who should 1
| see n-coming across the rond from the
other side but Charley hisself. When
he kuew be was wanted, he runs faster
than I conld, and by the time I got in
the room there she was, with her arms
round his neck, a-smiling up into hLis
face, and he was n-kissing of her, as
happy as birds. So I says nothing, but
goes nnd sits on the stairs outside, n-

| waiting till they had made it llF. I felt
| almost jealous of Charley, and I thonght

—God belp me l—as how he would take
her away from me as soon as she was
well,  She was took awny from me, but
not by him—not by him,

I sat there for o matbter of half an
hour in the dark, when all of a sandden
Charley gives nory, T rushes in, and
there was my darling, with her head a-
laid quiet on his bosom, and her eyes
.shut; and I conld see, by the scared
| look on his face, that my little benuty

would never cheer my poor old heart
agnin,— English paper.

How the Chinese Play ** Tan.**

An officer having caused the arveat of
thirteen Chinese gamblers in Sen Fran-
ciseo, found it necessary, in order to
| make out o ense against them, to be-
come aequainted with the mysteries of
the gume, and accordingly sent for an
expert, who showed him all the tricks
of a game he did not nuderstand, The
gume mny be deseribed as follows; The
game is an intricate and hazardons one,
andd difienlt to deseribe to one who has
not witnessed its operation, but its ehief
points ean ensily be given. Thero is a
table upon which are pasteboard checks,
Chinese copper eash, chinnware bnt-
tons, and o pewter instrument, tunnel-
shaped, and so arranged ns to cover g
pile of eash when desirable. The cop-
per eash lies in n loose pile at the left
hand of the game-keeper, When bets
nre mnde the gamblers place their
checks, representing coin, on the right
of the square of plate-glngs in front of
the keeper, and others place checks on
the left. The keeper grabs a handful
of the loose copper ensh, which only
figures as an artiele of furniture and
und has no real or fietitions value, and
places it under the pewter instrument
hefore mentioned. The gamblers who
hinve placed money on the left side of
the plate-glass bet that there will ve-
main under the instrument one picce
of cash after the keeper with an abbre-
viated wand has drawn away the cash at
the rate of four pieces éach draw. Four
pieces 18 the regular number to draw
whenever the game is plaged, and the

lanit. He fidgets about me for ever
{ ko long, and at last he comes up and
| asks where Rose was, T was very short
with Inm, a-treating her as Le was,
thongh e didn’t know the damage L'l |
done; so T says stiff—
“My danghter's nt
well as she might be,’
“I hope she 1sn't i1, says he, quick,
“It don't mueh matter to yon,” I l
says, “whether she’s ill cr not,” and 1
turns away, choking like, a-thinking of
my little deserted Deauty a-lying so
quiet at home,
| I hurried back ns. soon as 1 conld,
{aud goes up to her room ; and, God
help me ! hllae was in that state she
didn’t know me, and wanted to know if
I'd bronght s mesgage from Heaven
from Charley, as she was certain he was
dead, because he hadn't been to see
her, 1T tried to soothe ler, but it was
no good ; there she kept rambling on
about one thing and another, a-pretend-
ing to be talking to him, and a-telling
him not to be sorry, as she’d soon jein
him, It made me feel quite queer
like, and moist about the eyes; and I
| remembered T was an old man, and be-
gan to think how Y should feel when 1
was alone, Bhe lay in this state for
n week, a-living ehiefly on sop vietuals,
us 1 was obliged to force down her
throat, It was a hard time—not be-
canse the money was short: I didn't
mind that ; but I couldn’t abide to sec
| my dazling in pain, Inever went near
{ the publie then, but hurried home every

home, sir—not 50 |
]

over, a-hoping always usshe'd be better,
and would know me again; but she
never did till about an honr before it
come, It was n Sundaynight, at chuarch-
time. I used to like to think after-
wards that my little darling was earried
up to Heaven on the sound of the bells,
us it died away on the breeze. I was
a-sitting quiet at the window, melan-
choly-like, a-keeping my eye on Rose to
see a8 fhe didn't want nothing, and,
somehow, the night my poor wife died
came inte my mind, and I couldn’t get
rid of the thought nohow, The more
I tried, the more it wonld come. I
remember as well as if it were yester-
day, when I had her in my arms in the
green-room, her a-looking up into my
face as though she wanted to say some-
thing. So I says :

“Ts it Rose, Mary " I says, and she
smiles, and I promised asI'd be a kind
father to her,

She smiles again at that, and lays her
head on my shoulder, Then I see her
evelids a-closing, and that told me that
the Great Prompter had rung down her
curtain,

I was a-looking ont of the window,
and T sees somebody turn the corner
and stop in front of the house; but it
was a-getting dark, and I conldn't make
out who 1t was—I thought I knew the
figure, too, Just as I was a-puzzlin
myself* a-thinking how it eould be, ?
heard my little darling call * Father 1"
I runs to her quick, for it was the first
time she'd knowed me since the fever
took her. I had such a glad feeling at
my heart as I can't tell here—it comes

g0 fresh to me after waiting so long,

| Lo prineiple of the game has been

bet is always npon the number left,
[f only one piece remains the gamblers
on the left side win, and thoss on the
right side lose, Sometimes great odds
e given by the keeper to his patrons,

given ; the minutice is intrieate, Tt is
Lhampered with all sorts of rnles. The
balance of power rests with the keeper,
Such is his familiarity with the game
that he can tell at o glance, knowing the
total nnumber of eash coins, what will be
the result of the game, and can make a
winning by cleverly sliding a coin be-
tween his fingers and dropping it among
those to be counted as he raises the in-
strument of pewter,

After ]Ipr_!lun;}':

Bnt one woman snoceeded in fairly
melting the heart of one of the direc-
tors of a Chicago Bank during the
panie. She was n young woman, not
particularly pretty, perhaps, but inter-
esting, and she had tears in her eves
and 850 in the bank, She rushed
frantically vo one of the directors, and
usked if she could not draw her money.

“ 1 am very sorry, madam,” said he,
“but T ean't help you to it just now,”

“But I musy have it immediately,"
<lie returned, passionately, “It'salll
have in the world,”

“Well, my dear madam, yon must
hiave patience as well as the rest,”

* But mine is an urgent case, and I
cau't wait, becanse—"

“ Well, beeanse wliat 9

“ Because,” said she, with a smile on
her lip aud a tear in Lier eye, ““becanse
I'm going to be married, and I've got to
get some things, The man T'm going
to marry has not a cent to pay the min-
ister, and he has only one leg, and so
I've got to see to everything myself.”

The benevolent director dove down
into his pocket and produced his pri-
vate purse, ont of which he paid her
the amount, And she went on her way
rejoicing. ’

Waiting for His Friend.

An eccentrie and partinlly insane old
resident of Brooklyn died recently, He
had long been known ns the * Twelve
O'Olock Muan,” for reasons thus stated
by a city paper:

But the *“ Twelve O'Clock Man" was
known by sight by many persons who
daily passed the City Hall at noon. For
seven years he had stood near the Qity
Hall, within sight of the eloek, from 11
o'clock until the first stroke of the
noon-dsy bell, when he had slonched
way to his home, For more than five
‘cars his daily position was at a partic-
tar part of the railing, against the
vickets of which he leaned, and looked
aournfully at the elock. 1f spoken to
e would mnmble ont an answer to the
ofiact that he was waiting forsomebody:
“He'll come by 12 o'clock; he said he
would.”

It seems that the old man had earned
a sum of money by hard work, snd had
at some time loaned it to a person who
lind promised to pay it by 1"3 o'elock on
a certain dsy. The promise was not
kept, and the eld man's disappointment

1 The Abattoirs of Parls,

The following description of the
nbattoirs of Paris is from the pen of
the ITon. Jackson 8. Bohultz, and was
first published by the N, ¥, Noe and
lLeather Chronicle:

The Abattoirs of Paris are not es-
sentinlly different from those of other
important Baropean cities—partieularly
resembling that at Munich. The latter
I have had occasion to speak of befors,
|and it has many small conveniences
which are not found in the one at Paris.
But for extent and variety of work
done, these Abatloirs of Paria far ex-
ceeldl anything found elsewhere in the
world.

Nearly two millions of people are
| provided each day with all their large
meats, such ad beef, mutton, veal, and
pork, from this establishment, The
extent of the business is not more re-
| markable than the nice economy which
| is studied in all the manipulations of
[ the establishment, Butthis Abattoiris
|only n part of a complete system by
[ whiel the people are supplied with
| food in Paris,
| First, They have a cattle-market with
most extensive and commodions accom-
| modations, not only for housing and
caring for the mnimals, but algo con-
veniences for all classes of persons who
have to do with their management, such
ns offloes, an enclosed exchange, §o.

It is quite within the fruth to say
that the onttle-yards of Paris ave as
clean and free from all disagreeable
smells and nuisances generally, as the
best regnlated public square in an
Ameriean eity, The construction of
the buildings, the water supply, the
thorough lpnving of all the yards,

trects, and passageways leading to and
(rom it, are all topies on which much
could be said to guide any effort which
shonld be made at imitation in our own
country. Doubtless in any such at-
tempt we should find that practically
we needed to make alterations ; for in-
stance, the condition and temper of our
animals are very different from these
secumulated in these yards, These are
* domestic " animals in fact as well as
in nume—while eur ** Western steers ™
are wild and conld not be readily
brought umder the restraint to which
these animals submit,

The Iatter are gentle from having
been handled and even fondled from
birth, and ean be led into their bath
and washed, as is their custom, but not
so onr wild Western steers; such an
nndertaking with them wonld be im-
practieable, Let this hint serve gen-
eradly to indieate that differences do
exist which would render it gnite im-
possible for Ameriea to adept all of the
methods and systems here in vogue ;
and when, thercfore, I speak with com-
mendation of any plan which seems
adapted to the waunts of this people, I
wonld not have the inference drawn
that 1| would recommend its adoption
ll‘\‘ our own people without modifica-
tion.

Second, Thereis an Abattoir or rather
a series of them nenr by these cattle-
yards to which are transferred all these
catile ns soon ns they are bought by the
slaughterers. Ench one of these glangh-
terers continnes the same care and ten-
der trentment of the animals after they
come into his hands as while in the
hands of the cattle dealers, drovers, or
farmers, They are tied singly in clean
apartments, well sapplied with elean
bedding each day, and fed with as
mneh ears as if their value depended
upon enell meal they consumed. How
different in this respect do our butchors
treat their animals |

Third, They have a public market—
not n private, fore-stalling affuir, sueh
as disgraces too many of the cities of
America,

Beside several thonsand private mar-
kets and stalls where meat, fish and
vegetables are sold in all parts of Paris,
this one pnblic market stands out by
itself unlike all the rest. Heve all that
enters into the eonsumption of the city
finds plice, beth at wholesale and re-
tail. During the early hours of the
morning I shonld judge the wholesale
dealers do the most of their business,
Most of the supplies are sold by aue-
tion, under the most stringent regula-
tions as to quality, weight, ete. The
rapidiby with whicli these sales are ef-
fected would astonish the most expert
auctioneer in our country. These sales
(at nuction) are extended to fish of all
kinds as well as meats, and vegetables
too at most seasons of the yeur. The
minner of conducting these sales is pe-
culiar, requniring a very quick judg-
ment, partioularly where the sales are
in lots without reference to measure or
weight, But the French market women
seemed to enjoy the excitement, for
there was jist enough uncertainty and
risk to muake it a mild substitute for
gambling,

The three institutions above referred
to belong to one system, and should be
congidered together. Without their
joint action the results which we ob-
serve in Paris could not be secured,
All of these institutions are owned and
controlled by the Government, i, e.,
the gronund and buildings are theirs and
theregulations are made without eonsul-
tation with the occupauts, although we
may suppose that their convenience and
experience has had much to do in es-
tablishing the laws relating to the whole
subjeet.

What will most interest the tanners
to know is the manner of taking off
the hides and skins, and their disposi-
tion and cure afterwards, and to this
subject I propose to confine myselinow,
reserving the more minute consideration
of the whole snbject for another oeca-
sion, All hides and sking are * hlown
off.” This practice is supposed to be
adopted in order that the pelt may be
removed withont flesh euts, but I have
reason to think this is a subterfuge, It
is rather for the purpose of * blowing
up the meat” (at least that is the effect),
rather than to **blow off the pelts.”
The pelt does become thicker (more
swelled) under the operation, and both
the meat and pelt look much improved,
but whether the result is finally any im-
'nm\'emt-nl is very doubtful, Evc-ry
body has puffed wind bloated meat
and pelts, and every body understands
that they will lose thesequalities before
they cau be used or consumed. Beside,
does not the presence of so much air in
the vessels of these substances tend to

drove him erazy,

decay them much sooner than if thisair

| not stopping to dilate npon the eon-

was not foreed in ?  This was the judpg-
ment of the butchers of New York
many years ago, when they procnred an
ordinanes to be passed which prohib-
itod the ““blowing " er rather **bloat-
ing "' process,

Very much of the * enlarged plump-
ness ' whicli the carcass shoavd is the
resnlt of fhis injection of air, and per-
sons not familinr with the process nre
apt to aseribe it to the superior growth
of the animal, But this effect is avoid-
ed in Ameriea because it is supposed to
superindunes deeay.

E‘}m procesa of blowing off the skins
and hides may be thus described: After
the animal is dead a small opening is
made at various parts of the body, al-
wiys on 4 line where the skin is finally
to be ent, In the first place a ronnd
iron rod, about three feet long and hall
an inch in dinmeter, is mserted between
the pelt and the flesh, and shoved inall
directions with n view of making passn-

ges for the gir. Then a puir of ordi- |
nary bellows, made large and strong, is |
used to foree nir into these openings; |
generally one opening under each fore |
leg will suffice, but if not other open- |
ings are made. The blowing up is the
work of ul:l‘v one or two minntes; |
the effect 18 to bloat the whole |
carenss to nearly double its natural
size, nnd what will seem nnrensonnble
is that this effect is continned long
after the bellows is withdrawn ; the air
does not leave by the passages through
whicli it enters,

When the earcass is thus bloated the
iron rod aforesnid or n wooden stick is |
used to pound the outside surface of
the animal, for the purpose of disturb-
mg the ligaments which held the hide
und the flesh, The theory on which all |
this process procecds is the same as |
that known to exist in the peeling or |
wringing of bark from the willow or |
chestnut tree in the spring of the year, |
A slight pounding or severe rubbing of
the outer surface will indnee a separa- |
tion of the sap formation, and thus |
limbs and branches of coasiderible size
can be peeled off. I dbubf very mnch |
whether the same effect follows in the I
skinning of animals ; T knowit does not |
to the same extent, for the knife is used
nearly or guite as mueh by the French
skinners as with ws, with this differ- |
enee ¢ in Franece the surfaceof the meat
is sacrificed, and with us the hide.
| This is the key which unlocks the secret |
of all ekinning of animals,

In all large cities of America the !
butehers are tenscious of the appear- |
ance of their beef ; the outside enticle |
must be preserved. No mark of the
knife must be seen. DBut with the |
packers the case is different, and hence
their hides are much freer from flesh |
cuts. Their beef is not exposed for
sale in the carcass, The butchers of |
France, Germany, Austria, and Switzer-
land are unmindful to = very great ex-
tent how their ontside beef surface ap-
pears, They aslways expose the inner
side to view, and dress this by overlay- |
ing with fat in the most artistic man- |
ner—disregarding nll considerntions
but the preservation of the pelt, Of |
conrge there are, for this reason, but |
few ents. Whenever a slip of the knife
is made it takes the direction of the |
ment and not the pelt, The result is[
that bLoth lides and skins are freer
from flesh euts than either in England
or Americs, where n different estimate
is put on the relative value of hides and
beef,

Slavery Among the Ants,

Among ants the habit of slave-making
as discovered by the German saturalist, {
Huber, is one of the wonders of the |
animal kingdom, This habit bhelongs |
to the Amazons, or red ants of South
Afriea. 'These leave their own dwelling
in the evening, go to that of some tribe
of black ants with the intenfion of
making captives, The assailed are,
however, not to submit so tamely, They
organize for the defence and resist their
assailants furiously. The battle is long
and fierce, sometimes one side some-
times the other having the advantage,
We have read of and admired the bra-
very of the Old Gunard in their charge
at Waterloo, bnt here are charges and
eounter charges 08 fierce as any on that
famous fleld. We admire onr Revolu-
tionnry fathers for defending their
homes against foreign invasion, but
what shall we say of the ants defending
theirs until all the adult members of
the Yribe are killed or wounded. DBut,

test, we can say the Amazons may be
defeated, but theE will prgbably oon-
quer, and after killing or rendering
helpless all their adult foes, descend
into the dwelling, make ecaptive, and
econvey the larve and young to their
homes. This done, and the slaves heing
trained to perform the duties of their
new condition, the captors give them-
selves up to a life of ease and become
so enervated and imbeeile as to be un-
able to care for themselves. If after o |
short period their slaves are removed,
the tribe willidie for want of food, The
distinguisbed naturalist to whom I re-
ferred took & colony and removed their
serfs. The result was the tribe were
dying rapidly, when a single slave was
introdueed, and was immediately set at
work supplying feod, rearing young,
aud in every respect ecaring for the
body, so that in a few hours life and
vigor flourished where had been only
indications of infirmity and death,

How the Ol Horse Diéd.

Gen, Otto Frederick Marshall, of the
town of Wheeler, Stenben county, N,
Y., owned for twenty-two years a horse
that died o short time since, apparently
becausge he felt himself injuved. .or
slighted by his master. The horse was
twenty-eight years old, and appeared as
well as usual, Gen, Marshall had
driven him to the t-office, a distance
of one mile and a half, once a day dur-
ing all that time. Every day, nuless it
was® Bunday, the old horse made his
regular pilgrimage, driven by hisowner
to the post-office, At -length one eve-
ning - short fime agé,- the General
thought he would drive -another horse
and leave the old horse at home, On his
way back from the office he met the old
horse, whe evidently surmised that
something wmni pened, and
had broken out of the pasture. The old
fellow made his trip as usual to the

| on his heart.

Paul and Virginia,

It was during the Frenoh occupation
of Manritius that the terrible shipwreck
took place which furnishied Dernardin
de 8t, Pierre with the motive for his
benutiful and tonching love story, ** Paul
and Virginia,” the scene of which is laid
in this island., In 1744 drought and a
plague of loousts hind occasioned a ter-
rible searcity in Mauritius, then ealled
the Isle of Fraunce, and the follewing
yoar the 8t. Greran wau sent oub.from
the mother conntry, richly laden with
provisions, to the relief of the starving
coloniste,  Abont fonr o'clock one fine
afternoon Ronnd Tsland was sighted
from the ship, nud the captain, M. De
In Marre, wished to profit by a fine
mocalight night to cnter what is now
known as Tonibean Bay; or the Bay of
Tombs, but was persuaded to lie ount-
side until morning. Ignoratit of the
sen-const, the officer allowed the ship
to drift during the night upon a dan-
gerous reef u'fmut n league from land,
The sea always runa high there, and
the 8t, Geran was driven with greatb
violence smong the breakers,

Bvery effart was made to lower the
hoats, but some were erushed by the
falling masts, and others were swept
away by the waves, TIna short time tho
keel was broken in two, and the ship
became n total wreek, At the caplain’s
request the chaplain prononnced o gen- |
eral benediction nn-‘ nbsolution, and
the "“Ave Muarin Htella” was sung.
Then ensued & scene of indeseribiable
confusion. Numbers of the erew flung
themselvesinto the sen, grosping planks,
onrs, yards: but the heavy waves toro
them from their frail supports; and
nearly all perished,

A brave sailor named Caret made
great efforts to save the captain, whom
he implored to tuke off his clothing ;
but M. De la Marre, who displayed in
this eatastrophe much greater personal
courage and pity than seamanship, re-
fnsed to do 8o, en the gronnd that it
did not become tlie dignity of his posi-
tion to land withount his uniform. Caret

Items of Interest.

Balmon have been introduced into
many of the New Zealand rivers with
suceess,

The Indianapolis ba
let men who have “‘ run
their money again, 4l

It is stated that 50,000 pilgrims hava
passed throngh Paris since August on
their way to shrines,

Johnstown bonsts of n manwho *“*never
enjoyed a day's sickness in his life.
He would be a remarkable man if he
had. \

The cashier of the Merchanta' Na-
tional Bank of Lowell, Mass,, is said to
be n defaulter to the amount of 2050,-

nkera refuse t_o
" them deposit

10,

The Ashantee nation isn great African
power, It numbers three million souls
—of whom some two hundred thousand
are warriors,

A poor msn, who was ill, being nshed
by a geutleman whether he had taken
anv remedy, replied, **No, I nin’t taken
any remedy, out I've taken dots of
physio," )

The will of the Empross Dowager of
Austrin direets that 5,000 holy masses
should be read for the repos® of her
soul, and 5,000 florins are set aparh for
this purpose,

The amount of land devoted to whent
eitlture in Great Britain is only one-
half larger than that devoted to the
same object in the State of Illinois,
Tllinois has 2,500,000 of peopls to sup-
ply ; Great Britain 33,000,000,

Since the year 1848, in which gold
won firat discovered in California, that
State hna produced 21,380, 700,000 worih
of the precious metal. The greatest
yield wae in 1853, when the product was
308,000,000,

A correspondent who professes to
have tried the experiment, says that
i strong solution of eariiolic acid and
water poured into the holes kills all the
nnts it touches, and the survivors im-
modiately take themselves off.

at length suceceded in placing his eap- |
tainon a plank, and by swimmingalong- I
gide endeavored to get him safely Lo
land. Encountering a raft on \vfli-:h

some of the erew had sought refuge, the
captain thought he wonld be safer with
them, He left the plank, and suceeed-
ed in reaching tlm larger support. |
Caret plunged to avoid collision, and

on rising to the surface again was hor-

ror-struck to find that the eraft with all

on hoard had been ingulfed.

On board the St Geran were two
lavers, Mlle, Mallet and M. De Pernmon,
who were to be united in marviage on
reaching the island. The young man,
as anxions and agitated as the girl was |
ealm and resigned, when the others
left, was making a sort of raft on which
to save her who was denrer than lis
own life, On his knees he implored

{ her to descend with him on the frail

tmt sole Lope for safety ; nnd to insure
a greater certainty, he begged her to
take off ithe heavier part of her
gorments, This she steadily refnsged
to do. When he found his most
earnest solicitations vain, and all hope
of saving her lost, though she
entreated him to leave her, he
qnictly took from a pocket-book a
tress of hair, kissed it, and placed it
With his arm round her
to shield her as far as he conld to the
last, enlmly awaited the terrible eatas-
trophe at ber side. Nor had they long
to wait, for theywere soon washed from
the deck. Their badies were picked up
the following day, clasped in the clese
embraca in which they awaited death,

This tonching incident formed the
ground-work of the beautiful story
over which so many tears huve fallen,
Mauritinug was then but little known,
and St. Pierre's pictures of its life and
soenery were all drawn from imagina-
tion ; but the story has invested the
far-off island with an atmosphers of ro-
mance., Two structures at Pample-
mousses known as the tombs of Puul
and Virginin are still shown to visitors
—two dilapidated piles of brick, still
betraving traces of whitewngh on stheir
crumbling sides. When visited by Mr,
Pike, who had bgen asked by a roman-
tie young lady to gather for her some
flowers from the tombs, he fouund the
surrounding grounds converted into an
impasspble swamp by recent rains. Ro-.
mance is ewidently at a discount in
Mauritius,

Finding a Boofjack.

A housekeeper wiites thoe following
plaint to the Cleveland Leader :

When the average husbund of the
period wants to flud & bootjack he steps
to the buttery door, and leaning against
the door-way with his hands in his
pockets, whistles meditatively as his
eves wander slong the upper shelves.
When a break in the tune oceurs, you
may know he has fonnd the cake, which
he devours absently, still looking for
the bootjack., Being now deprived of
that aid to reflection—whistling, he
executes o waltz in slow movement, sus-
tained by a large picce of cake in one
hand, and a sizable pickle i the other.
After a while, as the bootjack does not
make its uppearance the husband does,
at the door of the room, where you are
getting the baby to sleep, and shouts
‘ Jane," at the top of his voice, nnder
the impression that {(m ure up stairs,
an impression speedily removed. To
cover the confusion of his retreat, he
steps on the dog's tail and bumps the
bird-cage with his head, then wants to
know what you have done with that
bpotjack, and why it is that you never
keep things in their place. If you are
wise, and simply and ealmly point, like
Columbia, to the object in question
hanging ' on its accnstomed nail, he
seizes npon it wrathfully, with the
solemn vow that it was.not there when
he went through the room before,

The offending boots are finally left in
the doorway where it is convenient to
trip over them, and serbniby transpires,
unless yon have oceasion to go around
them, when you will at once see their
value as a natural means of obstructing
& passagewny, It is estimated that one
pair of boots judielounsly disposed
about an apartment of medinvm size,
will prevent either a well-dizposed per-
son or a professionsl burglar from
quietly making his way about it.

At tea time the average husband does
not care about any cake ; it isn't much

post-office, and returning, entered the
pasture, lay down, and died

like that his mother nsed to make,

Jolm T. Irving says that he cannot be
convicted of the burglaries for which he
has been indicted, and the New York
police ngree with him in that opinion.
There is gometlung very strange nbout
the way the deteltives have acted inthe
Nathan case,

Helmbold, the great Buchu buster,
is now living in Paris, supported by his
relutions in Philadelphia. A few weeks
since he was arrosted and imprisoned
for cutting his wife in the head with a
earving knife, when he was on one of
his peviodical tares, He has becomme o
puoor, miserable, drunken wreteh,

The Telegram, of Shreveport La.,
lenrns that nearly all the candidates for
Governors in the Westerii States have
publicly annonnced  their eordinl
friendship for the Patrons of Husbandry,
and about this time are giving moré nt-
tention to agricultnral matters than
ever they did hefore in all their lives.
An old man at Ivry, France, recently
died of joy. He had been very poor all
his life, when he was snddenly informed
that he had fallen heir to a large for-
tune. The old man was greatly agi-
tated bythelnews, andjwas hastening to
the .\lu:\'r,»r's offico to sign some neces-
sary papers, when he fell dend in the
atreet, -

The Evangelical Alliance, which has
lield a session in New York, is an nsso-
ciation of Protestant. Christians who
have organized for the ostonsible pur-
pose of promoting harmony among the
severnl elements of Protestantism, and
of combating tendencies hostile to the
unity and integrity of thut branch of
Christianity,

Seene in a Cineinnati eourt (charge,
assault npon a housekeeper)—** l)u_l she
ever ask you to marry her?' * Yes,
“What did you say 27 ‘' 1 told her to
wait until her teeth wers grown."
“ What did she saythen 2" * Nothing.'
“What did she do?" * Went down
town and bought a new set of teeth.
Case dismissad,

An investigation into the affuirs of
the suspended Merchants' Union Banlk,
of Dubnque, Iowa, by the directors,
shows that a system of frands have heen
‘perpetrated upon the stockbolders and
patrons by the officers of the bank,
which ling never been exeecded in any
concern of its size. The amonut ab-
strocted reaches 8320, 478,

Most good farmers practice tying up
the cows in the barn every mnight
throughont the summer season, nnd
those who do not ought to begin now,
They nra better off in the barn thanont,
to say nothing of the great economy of
manure. This gives an opportunity to
feed more or less in the barn and not
only to keep up the condition but, to a
considerable extent, the yield of milk,

Miss Mary P. Smith, of Norwioh,
Conn., has sued Lewis A, Hyde, of the
same town for 8300 damages. It seems
Mr, Hyde, who is 4 prominent citizen,
wis carrying liome a piece of lead-pipe
in n horse-onr and leaned it ngainst the
seat, A sudden jerk of the ear cansed
it to fall, and unhappily it struck Miss
Smith's foot, cansing her, ns alleged,
serions injury. Hence the suit, which
will be ably contested.

A lady suggests that if the church-
going ladies were to dréssin ealien and
wear sun-bonnets, scores of her sex
would attend divine service who stay
awny becanse tlmy can not dress like
their fashionable sisters, Bhe says slie
has often asked lady members of her
congregation why they absented them-
salves from the house of workhip, and
the reply in nearly every case has been
that they “ had nothing fit to wear,"” or
that they were *‘ waiting until their new
snit was finished.” :

At a county fair the -other day, my
curiosity was excited by the following
mysterious inseription over the door of
a booth: “* Walk in and seethe Dancing
Tree !" Ourions to witness such a phe-
nomenon, I paid my mdney, went in,
and presently found that I constituted
the entire:andience. Soon after my en-
trance, & puny, sickly-looking being,
dressed as a wild Indian, appeared,and,
placing himself in an attitude, asked
me in & melancholy voice to look athim,
“Well," suid I, *““but—the dancing
free 1"  **That's the name given me by
the ehief of my tribe," replied the sav-
age. *‘The Dancing Tree is a great
chiel.," And he sat down apparently

well satisfied with himself,




