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ITHE STORY TELLER.

THE GENTEEL wWIDOW,

Not very long ngo a ludy, in widow's
wemnlds, necompunied by n gentloman
wiid to be her brother, eame to New
York, and engaged a house in Fourth
Btreet, Heor rvieh dress and refinement
of munner, combined with great person-
ul attractions, rendered her newghbors
most desivous of obtuining #n intredue-
tion to her, sl cnriosity was rite us to
where she cume from and whp she was.
Her brother, tor he really stood in thut
relationship to Ler, was u young niun
enjoying the commund of rewdy money
to n considernble amount, who epsily
misde sequaintanecs smong others of s
own uge.  Iis manners were very pleas-
ing, and his demeanor wits polished,
while his sttire, thongh extranely quiet
und unpretending, wrs always in the
best pogsible taste, So favoruble was
the impression. which he created in the
minds of his new friends, thut several of
them invited him to their own homes,
und in o short tiwe his circle of inti-
mates incrensed to sucl o degres that
e, in his turn, was enabled to give re-
ceptions in Foarth Strect,

His niume was Vuughun, nnd hisg sis-
ter hid been murricd to « colonel in the
Confederate army, who had been killed
i wwetion during the wur Young
Vaughun succeeded to a hundsomoe com-
petence on the death of his father; and
Col. Wilson, who bud slso been & muan
of property, had left suficient behind
him to support his widow in & manner
becoming Lis position, This tale was
supported by the evidence of two or
three other young men, frequently 1o be
met in Vaughan's apartments, who were
also trom the Souarh, and was so fully
borne out by all the ecircumstances of
the period and their mode ot life, that
the brother and sister were tacitly por-
mitted to tuke their pliuce in soclety us
fushionuble prople,

Among muny others who visited Mrs,
Wilson waus o Mr. Johnson and his fium-
ily, who possessed a large store on
Brosdway. To this gentleman the wid-
ow was especially attentive, and vowed
that her lr'.l.l.‘l.‘hrr.w"a for the future should
be mude from no other person than hin-

self. Duy after duy she visited his
store and bonght lergely, invariabiy

paying ready monev, until bis contidence
in her was tully established, snd he told
her that he should be wost happy to
give her eredit, if ot sny time it wight
b more agreeable to her. She replied
thut she wias only & woman, and conse-
guently knew nothing of business, so
sho preforred to pay at ones, that she
might know exactly how she wig situ-
ated, bat ;rrollli'u'\l. to wvull herselt of
this kind offier should she ever foel the
need of it,  Oue benelit there was, how-
ever, which he coulill conter on her,
Would bie be so kind as to show her over
bis store ¥ She hud never hud an op-
portunity before of becoming sequainted
with the resources of so lurge an estub-
lishment, Mr. Jolnson, only too wil-
ling to be polite to s0 excellent & cus-
tomer, bmanodi th']}' acceded to her
request, and luid his treasures bare be-
forv ber, and exbibited some of the most
costly goods. She uskeld ut what hour
businivss was t‘n-ililnrll-'mj, ut what hour
concluded; and after thauking him
Hl[ll.'!'l'l.'})‘ for his courtesies, took bwr
leave.

It was not long before the worthy
merchant had cunse to regret this mo-
ment  of weskness, and subsequent
events proved to him how easy it is for
a good-lovking woman to cajole & mon,
however wide-awake he moay be. New
York st thistime was infested by s gang
af rogues who bad introduced & new
systom of Hhululiftil]g, and had suovess.
fully victimized many of the lurger
storekespers in the city. As their course
of action was entirely fresh, 8 new name
bad to be invented for them, und they
were christened © sneak ™ thieves by the
police, from the cunning way in which
thoy effected their depredations and the
difficulty experienced in detecting
them,

Mr. Johuson, who but a few days be-
fore had been boasting of his immunity
from theft, was much ammﬂod when on
wrriving one morning at his store he

that some wvery valuable articles had
been abstracted daring the night or
virly in the worning, The goods were
gids enough when the store was closed
on the preceding ovening, us he hued
himself seem them, but were missing
when the elerks arrived in the morming,
Mr. Johnson at once ealled in the po-
tice, nnd  un M‘-}'.-:'u'l:rr-i detuotive was
sent to gather all the information on the
subject he could. On besring the oir-
vamstances of the case, this gentleman
at once recognized the agency of o
stk thiof, snd lt\si-‘:il-nl his .‘ll?llr:ul.'.i,-‘ll"
to the ]-ru]:ri: tors of the store, nud lis
rensons tor them,

o 1 whottld like to linve o fow words
with your !1-\:1-‘!"," he said,

“Cevtpinly 3 but I hope you don't
suspeot him, ne he is an old favorite,
wud has been in our ecmploy fur years.”

“ Not in the least ; but I tancy be can
Lelp us for wll that, Did you ever hear
of o snenk thiof, wir?’

“No. What ure they ¥

“If you will seud for the porter, nud
sioy here whils 1 question b, you will
soun understand that” ‘

I'he porter shortly enterod the room,
]t.h-iiill,: “rr}' neh ii‘llnl{. ”r' llll't
heard of the robbery, und thot n police
offiver was eloseted with M Juhuson,
unsl nuturally fesred that he had rallen
Lhe tirst words of the
tective, however, relieved him frou all
upprobiens-ion on that seore.

“ Now, my mnn, L want to sk you o
few guestions, anl yoa mast auswer me
varclully. Don’t be trightencd; we
kunow that you huve hud hnlllill; to do
with thus robbery, but 1 taney you cun
help e in dinding ot who has™

“Very good, sir; but I don't know
lill\\'-”

“ Wlho
nigh
o [ dil, sir.

* Are you eerts
fustenid =
| Exuct

night.”

“And the fustenings hud not been
|T.||n;|<-"---i with in BIYy Wiy Wuen you
andied them thas m Viwitiiis ¥

A .\‘n‘ 1

“Well, now, who was tho first person
to wham yiu :t]-uiin- tod v L i

1 think it was Mr. oy
one of the clerks )

“ Al, but thinking wou't do. Did not
wny vne :'I"'"k to _\n-.l:l, or ask wny queis-
tion of you "

“Yeou, o gentleman did ask mo what
tie Mr, Johuson Ilntl;s“)‘ ciue to the

utider s
1

closed th warchouse lust

"

vin that all was seeurely

the same 45 every other

(Naming

store, us he wantell to see hun about
gome ordera,”
“What sort of wmuan was hey Cun

you deseribe b ¥

“Ho wna o young gentleman, very
plessunt-spoken, dark, with 8 mous-
tsche, aud very well dressed. Heo spid
he come from the country, nud was
traveller to n firm in the same line as
ours, who were going to buy lurgely
from us"

“Woas he alone ¥

4 No, there wete two others with him,
sir, both nice looking young gents."

“ Did he come in "

v, Be vame ing T had  just
opened the door, sud was sweeping the
flour, 8o he walked ‘:i.'ul:‘ﬂlt up to e,
nntd ="

o Did his friends come in, too ¥'
| “1'm npot quite sure of that, but 1

think they must huve, as it wus raining,
and  they wouldn't stand out in the
| wet,”
| *Should you know thoem aguiy, il') "
s thowm &
| o1 should know two of themm—the one
who spoke to we and wnother, who had
n carpot-bagr in bis bund, He walked o
little Jume"
“That'll do, porter; you need not say
tany thing outside, but P'wm afraid we
have nor learved much,'
“All right, siv”
As soom ns he had gone, the deteetive
turned to Mr. Johnson and swid @ * You
[ witl soon get your property back, 1 ex-
peot, sir.  Those three men are sueak
thitves, und if they are the same I be-
lieve them to be, L think I know them.
Chey ulways pursue the same plan.
First of all they discover from a confud-
vrite, generally a female, the place
where the best booty is to be most ens-
iy obtwined. They then rise early in
| the morning, sud wait outside until the
| purter openssthe door, tuking preat care
thut no one 18 obaerving themw, One then
enters, and addresses the porter, telling
| bim some such tule as this fellow tola
yours, and while he 18 tulking the other
two adroitly slip whatever they can iuto
| n bag which they have with them, and
dedmnp us soon us it is filled. They sre
slways well dressed, and would Appesr
| to be thorough gentlomen to those not
conversunt with their tricks, and men-
[ tion thut they bave just come up from
[ the country, in order to account for
their 1---II|'_; nhout »o0 ¢ Ll'I)' in the morn-

s,

H

ing. You will hardly believe it, per-
!|:5|l'~.'. buat thieves carry about with |
them external marks of their ].l'.'--fx;\-

sion, which to a detective officer nre
unmistakable, For instwnee, they have
4 peenlinr walk, snd movewent of the
arms ; they are generally ungloved, and
carry nothing in their hands, while they
e ponting |i|)‘ -Ff; inuing on one side or
the other, to see if they ure bwing
wutched. I would gusarautee to pick o
thief out from smong one huadred hon-
est men, let his general sppearance be
what it may."

The deteotive then took bis departure,
womising to communicste agein with
&lr‘ Jubnson as soon 88 he had sny
thing of importunce to tell him, and
woceeded to beadquarters toreport. He
Lu(l observed three young men frequent-
ly walking about together, and frem
thoty gl-m-r.xl BPPORTRTICS had set them
down in his own mind as thieves of
some sort or other, slthough he knew
nothing positively agoinst them. He
was irresistibly reminded of the trio by
the robbery in Broadway ; end the de-
seription given by the porter of the man
who conversed with him ecoingided re-
markably with ove of them who had
sttrected his especial notice. e deter-
mined, therefore, to keep u sharp look-
out and trace them home, should he
ngain run against them,

My, Johnson, meanwhile, after attend-

was informed by his monaging man

ing to several matters of business, start-

od to go up town, and on lhis way met
young Vaughan, who scomed strungely
excited at the encounter. He turned,
huwever, nt Mr, Johnson's request, sud
lstemed attentively to his wooount of the
robbury, expressing o hopo that the per-
pettutors would suon ke brought to jus-
twee. He did not seem very well pleased,
neverthoeless, when he hosed that the de
tective conceived thuat he ull'l-:\-iy hwd
w vlue, and was unable to vonceal s
sgitation when bis companion remarked
in & whisper:  *Do you see that min ¥
e 18 tie officer whom L have engagued ;
1t is gquite singtther that we shouid meet

Liim,”

Vaughatt sudidenly remembered that
he had forgotten o commission ontrasts
ed to hite by his sister, and  hastily bid-
| ding Mr. Johnson * Good-by,"” hurried
off in au opposite diveotion.

The detoctive dmmeditely oune ap
wad asked Ins ciployer who the gontle-
man wiks who bad just lefe Bim ; snd, on
hearing that he wid o friciad of the finn-
iy, gove a long, low whistle expressive
ob Ul niost intense surpriso,

SV lere doed be Live, sie? T'mosa
1 huve seen bis face somewhere,”

AL No - Fomth Stroect. “'ij)‘ do
yonu us=l

“ (), siple enriosity ; it's o way we

sugh:

re

|1'. v und be, too, left the puzzied mer-
B hut,

[ The lntter slowly continned his jour-
ey, and facked bis brain to eluedate
thie Yyt of Vaughuns sadden de-

partury, but it never ocenrred to o to
attribute it tothe comang in sight of
the dut As e was i wood time,
and wes oblized to sy Fourth Mtreet
on his way, he made up his mind to opll
upon Mrs. Wilson, and, it ho founid her
brother thory, to ask b the cunse, fowr-
innge thst He bad offended him,

e widow was satiing in her drow-
ing-room, and displayed u great deal of
plensure at seving her visitor, and sym-
pithized most heartily with him when
e nirrated bis l=3s to ber.  Bhe askod
[him a great many questions os to the

opinion of the detective, nnd was hardly
less confused than ker brother had been
| when Mr. Jolinson alluded to the prob-
ubility of & speedy cuptureof the offend-
ers, and wided thut s porter could
swonr to one at least of the gang.

Mrs. Wilson at this juncture becams
s0 slormingly pale that he feared sho
was ahout to faiut, and sprang up to
open the window and admit tresh sir,
As he rose fromt his ehui r the door was
violently opened, and Vaugbun burst
into the voum, his clothes disopdered, his
face heated, snd his whole uspzct de-
noting great enxiety, Seeing Mr. Jolin-
son, he hesitated, and » look of intelli-
renco and alarm was exchungaed batween
himself and Mres, Wilson, e then, by
w prest effort, partislly recovered las
composure, apologized for the mode of
his entranee, und said that he bad ex-
pected to see his sister slone, and hud
sometliing of importinco to say o her,
The merchant immedintely prepared to
] Toave, wnd had exehstiged tarewells with

the widow when the duor agein oponed,
and to his smasement his warchouse
porter entered, with o lotter in bis bund,
und guve it to him without saying a
\‘.‘il!(l

| Afier obtaining leave from the lady—
| Vuurhsn hed moved tothe window, und
| was looking out with his back to the
| rost—he broke the senl, snd read the
following line in peral, © Dun't lenve
the room  till I come " itten upon o
lened buesring the detective's name,
Thoungh he conld not for the life of him
aness #t the m -.|'.|!'!|-‘_' of the abwove, he
determined to do a5 he was bidden it
possible, and continted himself with
rudding to his porter, nnd saying, *Tell
the gentleman to be gquick, then"

The porter vanished, und Mr. Johnson,
although fecling nentely the awkward-
ness of the situation, did the best thing
he cosld do utider the cireunmstianees,
awtd nsked \';\ugh it wheretfore he Teft
him so sbiraptly in the strect.  The for-
mer endeavored to make some reply. but
his nervousness ineressed so pantully
that it was incohierent,

Onee wguin the door opened, bat this
time it was the detective who appesred,
closely followed by a couple of police-
nmen. Advuanoing straight to whoere
\'.;n;_'_]l.l.u stood, :l}nlnl‘--lll])’ trunstixed
with fear, he laid his hend on his shoul-
der und suid: = Will you come guietly 7
or must I use foree "

To the dismusy of Mr. Johnaon, who
expeoted an outhurst of passion, Vaugh-
an ased, in a tremmbling voice

“ Whaut is it yon want me for "

“Robbery of nine thousand dollurs'
worth of goods from this gentleman's

etive.

¥

store. Huve you wuuny thing to VY
uwbout it "
“ Not to you." And he held out his

hands for the hundendls,
| During this seene no one had thought
of Mrs. Wilson, but their attention wiss
now cilled to her by a heavy iull npon
the floor, and they perceived that the
unfortunate lady had  feinted away.
Mr. Johnson, as soon a4 he conld breathe
i, demanded from the [nulil'u ofticer
the wmedning of this intrusiom, insisted

U it that there wus some !ll'&!'llm'.|

pud sttributed the agitation of Vaughun

und his sister to the horror they telt gt | ;

un charge of this sort being brought
against a gentleman,

The detective, without saying a word,
titted the handouffs on the youug man's
wrists, snd signed to the policeman to
remove both from the room. As soon
us the door closed bebind them (Mrs
Wilson was esrried out) he smiled und
suid: ¢ [ know well enough what I am
wbout, sir, but did not like to arrest
friends of yours until I huad sstistied
myself that [ wes not wrong in my sus-
picions. Vaughan is the man who held
your porter in conversation while his
confederates were securing the plunder,
und from a'l secounts it seems they
knew wheretogo. Mrs. Wilson wesolten
in your store, I am told; cin you tell
me whether she seemed to exumine the
pluce at all ¥

In o moment a light broke over the
mind of Mr Johnsin, and he remem-
bered his interview with the widow a
fow days before.

“Why," he said, "1 showed her all
over the store myself, What a fool 1
must have been ¢’

“Ab," said the datective, launghing,

| for & huir from the monurch's hend.

“it's the old game, after all. T thought
s0; o glever woman is slways to be
found in conjunetion with those fel-
lowa"

wny hiave been led wway @ bat s for ber
brothor—"

* Lord bless you sir, he is vo more hor
brother than you are; ull we hivee to o
is to sit still, snd we shall have the rest
of the gang here. When 1 left you I
run off to your store, after setting a
wateh on the house, and brought the
porter biaek with me. I was ut a stund.
still for o mowmenty 88 to the best step to
tuke next, whent L was told that yon had
wone into the hounse. I then seribbled
the nute aud sent it up, to enable your
mun to take n look st the prisoner, as 1
A1l mot wish to make a mistake, and
wlao to dotain you'in tho room in ensy
they shonld attempt esunpe.  He
swore positively to him, slthough he
only suw bis back, and on his dving o I
LR TET I!]- Ilr} -|'|T‘. :ll!(l the rost you ‘ill'-\\',
ns far ns this house is concerned I dis-
patebed one of my wen to muke ingui-
rics of severu] of the loading ruilwaey
ticket ofices, snd from his report I huve
;_'---ul reison to believe that the whole
party mueditated an emigrition o some

to

So we huve only just had time to put
the stopper wpon them.”

Mr Jolhnson, burning with indigna-
tion nt discovering the real character ot
the prople he bud been nscovinting with,
rodpived to stuy dand see the end ol the
whole niFair,

In the course of*an hour the frout
door=hell rung violegtly, sud two young
uten, of vryinently gentlemunnly exterior,
wore ushered fito the room, Sweing
two strangers seatid there, they wo o
considerably astonished, snd muttersd
=omething about expecting to find Mr,
Vaughan,

“ Al right, sir,” said the detoctive;
“ 1 will lewd you to him when I have
hied 0 moment’s conversation with you
Bo kind enongb to sliow me—" and he
udvaneed with handenfls in vither hand,
They sttempted to bluster; but on being
tald that the “gwmae was up,” and
Vanghan in enstody, they subsided and
loukd vory blink indexd. In n fow
uwinents they were all conveyod to prig-
on, before sny intimition of the ocour-
renioe hind reached the cars of the neigh-
borhood.

One thing zemnined to be done, and
thut waa to neeertain the whereabouts of
the stolem property. The amount must

bled the conspirators to kesp up so good
nostyle. This difficulty was ensily solved,
One of the policomen on witeh hidd ob.
served the young men issué from o house
o few doors distant from the one occu-
piedl by Vuughan stnl his sister. On
repairing thither starthing revelations
took plece. It was found that Mes,
Wilson bud been the moansgeress of o
by institation, anad  derived large
prefit therefrom.  How she obtained the
childron is and ever will bea mystery.
Certuin it ia that the IIIJHL'L' wlien tlu-y
searched the house discovered soversl
infants, and all the necessary applisnoey
for muny more. The nurse i charge
(lor the babies were well tended) im-
plied that a great namber had been sent
uwiy at various times, and the ounly
probuble solution of this strange mstter
wits thut there existed in New York a
eluss of people who were able and wil-
ling to puy heavy premiums to any per-’
son churitable enough to relieve them
from the trouble of rearing their off
spring. In the lower spartinents valo-
nbles of all kinds were bronght to light,
such us silks, jewelry, gold ornaments,
&e., and tor many of them owiers were
tound.

The three young thioves are all nnder-
going long sentences, but the implica-
tion of Mrs. Wilson (who was really well
born, und the widow of a colonel) was
ro ensy mitter, with such consummmnte
tuct hud she acted her part, She did
not, however, escape scot-free, ns Mr,
Johnson, to his own c¢hagrin, learne
that the fuir widow had aviuled herself
of his kind offer 8 few days previously,
ind hud sueceeded in obtaining o quan-
tity of goods on credit, that were lust to
him furever,

For obvious ressons we have sup-
pressed the real numes of the chief ae-
tors in this little comedy ; but onr read-
ors may rest agsured that in overy other
respeet the tale is strictly true.

e e .

Human Skill,

Two curious needles are owned respec-
tively by the King of Prussin and the
Queen of England., The flrst was man-
ufuctured in the presence of 1ts present
owner, the King of Prussin, while he
wis visiting & needlo munufactory in
his kingdom, in order to see what wa-
chinery, eombined with the humen
hand, could produve. o wus shown a
number of superiine needles, thousands
of which together did not weigh half sn
ounce, and marvelled how such minute
urticles l;..nf!l [\ ;l'i."l'(:rll. “‘i:}l 411 eye,
But he was to see that in this respeect
even something still finer, and wmore
perfeet, gonld be crested. Tha borer—
thut is, the workioun whose business it
i4 10 bore the eyve in the needle—asked
It

wius readily given, und with a smile.

He placed it at once under the boring |

muchine, snd then hunded the singul.r
needle to the astonished king,

| The second euriovs needle, now in

possession of Quesn Vietoris, wus made
ut the celebruted needle l'm_'tul.l.' at Red-
diteh, and represents the column of
Trujun in ministure. This well-known
| Roman column is adorned with numer-
ous kcenes, in soulpturs, which will im-
martalize Trajan's heroic actions in war,
On this dimiuutive needle, seenes in the
life of Queen Victoris are represented
in relief, but so finely cut, and so small,
that it requires a wagnifying gluss o
goe them, The Victorin needle, more-
over, can be opened. It contmns &
number of smuller needles which are
| equally adorned with scencs in relief,
L ———

A Detroit gentleman, one hunired and
five yoors old, has Iutgly been troubled
with o fuiling in his eyesight, and his
dootor thinks it is the result of smoking
to excess for the last ninety years or so,

* Wall, T could forgive the sister; sho |

of tho lurge cities out West to-morrow, |

be, all agreed, very great, to buve ena- |

Brin:ing Matters to a Crisis.

A correspondent tella the following
story :  On u furm not many miles from
Aslitubuln there resided until vecently
a brown-huaired, blue.eyed, fair-com-
plexioned, buxom country muiden, who
would have been happy as the day is
long, but for the fact that Josinh —,
t bushful country lad, the owner ol a
large farm and o little colored mous-
tache, the admirntion of the girls und
the envy of the boys for miles around,

the paternul mansion for two yoars, but

could never be bronght to propose

Yet Jusinh wanted the girl as bad, if
| not woree, than the girl wanted bim;
aud he was always on the point of say-
ing something, but never yot hud it got
to his expectunt listener's ears,

At length, at the end of tho two
yeurs, Mary Ann got so excited over 1t
thut she conld hardly wipe her mother's
dishes, while Jush would stop and lean
tpon his hoe in the corn-ficld and think
to bimself, “ Why am Isuch a born fool ¥
I really think she'd have meif Lonly
had gumption enongh to ask her”
With this he vesolved to take her fo ride
thut very day, nnd have o settlement
ouce for all. At first he thought he
would hire & livery rig snd go in atyle,
but the expense deterred him. “ Darned
| i dud’s shny and ovr nag won't do, she |

needn't hiove me” 2o suid Josh, as he

threw down his hoe, put on his cont and
sturtedd to the house, to hiteh up old
# Nancy,"” and get his swoetheart,

The chaise, which had done service
for meny centuries, was drawn out; and
Josinh, wrrayed in ruffled shirt front,
searlet necktie, dark blue vest and white
linen punte, with swallow-tailed cont
and stove-pipe hat, the colored mons-
tache disployed to the best advantege,

| stepped in behind the fiery steed and
{ drove for his duleines. She soemed co-

hiad been persistently courting her at |

quettish about * going out in the hot
sun with & man she wasn't eneoged to,
even if he had gone with her ko long;" |
but she was pursuaded, and Josh helped I|
her into the * shay."

Without a word of conversation be-
tween them, the first mile was passed.
Mary Ann sat in one corner of the ve
hivle blushing red as s peony, while
Josiah wus hesituting whether to pop
the qnestion now or wait wwhile. A
second half mile was passed and still
silence reigned, broken only oceasional-
ly by the erack of Josink’s whip against
“ Nancy's" lean sides,

They now entered n forwst bordering
on Josish's domuin, and out of the sun-
light Josinh grew bolder. He hegan to
tulk ubout his crops. and another mile
wits pssed ; still he could not muster up |
sufliciint courage to say the word which
st deeade his fate,

For two long snd weary years the las-
sio hid also waited and wateheu tor the
guestion, and now * Barkis was willing,”
yut unable to ask her. Outwardly si-
ent, but inwardly frotting und fuming,
this queen of country damsels sut, re-
volving in her mind how she could
bring matters to a crisis. At length, as
the horse stopoed for an instant on the
brow of the hnl to nibble n bit of griss,
she bethought herself of o plan; she
begzed her lover to go to s furiu-house
not fur distant, and bring her o cup of
cold wuter, Then the sly crenture kept
witch until ho was helf way back tu the
earringe with the cup, and partinlly hid-
den from view by a grove of trees, when
she svized the whip and punched it into
the horse's ribs with such furce as al-
most to cause them to crack.

“ Nuney" gave o spring forward and
rushed madly down the hilly Josh hasti-
| 1y dropping his cup of water, and flying
in hot pursuit.

At length he reached thom, after a
hard run; the “shay" luy overturned
and broken in the middle of the road,
the horse was quietly browsing the
| grass neur by, while Mary Ann, her face
™ pule as murble, and her beautiful

white dress soiled with dust, lauy ap-
[ parently insensible s short distance off,
Josh's attempts to rouse her were of no
aveil, nntil, becoming thoroughly fright-
ened, he began to cover her cheeks with
impuossioned kisses, calling upon her to
live for hime  Then, and not till then,
did the beantiful being deign to open
Ler eyes, when, with tears gushing forth,
shio said, “ O, Josh! if you'd only suid
it afore, this never would have happen-
ed.”

What is Dirt?

Old Dr. Cooper, of Bouth Carolina,
used to say to bis students: “Don’t be
afraid of dirt, young gentlemen. What
is dirt? Why nothing at all offunsive,
when chemicully viewed. Rub w little
alkali upon a dirty grease spot on your
ooat, and it undergoes o chemical chungs
and becomes soup; now rub it with s
little water and it disappears, It is
neither grease, soap, water nor dirt. That
is not & very odorous pile of dirt you see
yonder; well, seatter n little gypsum
over it and it is no longer dirty, Every-
thing like dirt is worthy our notice as
students of chemistry. Analyze it; it
will separate into very clean elements,
Divt wnkes corn, corn makes bread and
meat, and that makes n very sweot young |
lady, thut I saw one of you kissing last |
night. Bo atter all, you were kissing
dirt, particulurly if she whitened her
face with chalk or fuller's earth ; though
I miy say thut rubbing sach stuff upon
the beautiful skin of & young lady 1s a
dirty practice Pearl powder I think is
wade of bismuth, nothing but dirt,
Lord Palmerston's fine definition of dirt
8 ‘matter in the wrong place.’ Put it
in the right place and we cease to think
of it as dirt.”

——— .

TELEGRAPHING IN CHINA.—The prob-
lem of telegraphing in the Chinese lun-
gunge, te write which requires some
50,000 different oharacters, hes been
sulved in this way :
the characters most used ar
wouden blocks, On the opposite side of
saoh block is its number, Luplicutrn of
such numbered blocks are at each tele-
graph station, The China merchant
selects the blocks which express the
thoughts to be trausmitted. The oper-
ator telegraphs only the numerals de-
signating these blocks, which enable the
receiving operator to select similar

A few thousands of |
e cut upon |

The Motions of the Stars.

1t will scom utterly ineoredible that
nstronomers have learned not merely
whether certain stars are receding or n)i-
proaching, but have actually been en-
nbled to determine respecting this kind
of motion what they cannot determine
respecting the thore obvious thwart-mo-

[ tion, viz, the rate at whioch the motion
| hlklr'l IJ]: o
| by what is known of the nature of light,
| If o star is o

This is rendered possible

pproaching, the light which
comes to us from it will have its waves
closor together than if the star were at
rout, and eive rerse, Now, the distance
between the wave-crests of light signifies
o differenee of color, the longer waves
producing rod and orange light ; waves
of mediom length, yellow and green
light ; and the sherter waves producing
blne, indigo and violet light, So that,
if o star wero shining with pure red
light, it might, by approaching very
ropidly, be consed to nppesr yellow, or
even blue or indigs, sccording to the
rate of sppronch; while, if o star wers
ﬁ'hillf".;_: with pure indigo light, it might
by recading very rapidly be caused to
appenr green or yellow, or even ormnge
or red.

But sturs do not shine with pure-eol-
ored light, but with s mixture of all the
eolorg of the rainbow; so that the attempt
1o catimute & starks rate of approach or
recession by its color would {iil, even
thongh we knew the stor's real color,
und even thongh stars moved fust enough
to produce color-changes, The spec-
troseopist has, however, a much more
delicate means of desling with the mat-
ter. The rainbow-tinted streak forming
a star's spectrum is crossed by knuwn
dierk lines: and these serve us voritablo
mile-marks for the spectroscopist, Ti
one of these lines in the gpectram of any
star is seen to be shifted toward the red
end, the observer knows that the star is
receding, and that swiftly ; if the shift
ig toward the violet end, he knows thut
the star is swiftly approaching.

Now, Dr. Huggins had been able
nearly four years ago to apply this
method to the cuse of the bright stur
Sirins, though his instrumentsl means
were not then sufficient to render him
gquite cortisin us to the result. Still he
was uble to announce with some degreo
of confidence that Sirins 15 receding ata
rile exceeding twenty miles per second.
In order thut he might extend the
method to other sturs, the Royal Bociety
pluced ot his disposal a fine telescope,
fifteen inches in aperture, and specially
wlapted to guther asmuch light as possi-
ble with that aperture. Buaitable spec-
troscopic applinnees were so provided
for the delicate work Dr. Huggins was
to undertake. It was bt last winter
that the instrument was ready for work ;
but slready Dr. Hugeins has obtained
the most wonderful news from the stars
with its aid. He finds that many of the
stars are travelling far more swiftly thun
had been supposed,  Arcturns, for ex-
muople, ia travelling toward us at the rute
of some filty miles per second, and, us
his thwart-motion is fully as great (for
this stor's distance hus been estimuatod),
the nctanl wvelocity with which he 1s
specding through spuce cannot be less
than seventy miles per second. Other
stiurs are moving with corresponding
velocities.—Popular Seience Monthly for
Nepilembor,

The Coal Supply of England,

Bince the exhaustion of the Euglis'
coul fields is an accepted fact, within the
compuss of three centuries at lenst, and
since the present cost of coal mining is
already atfecting the price of iron in ull
the markets of the world, a fow state-
ments in regard to the difficulty of pro-
curing coal ut greater depths than those
now reached will be of interest. At a
depth of 50 fect below the smifuce of the
earth there is n zone of equable tempers-
ture where the thermometer marks 50
degrees, Observation shows that this
tewporature increases at the uniform
rate of one degree for every fifty-five
feet.  Bo at the depth of 1,500 feet the
temperature is abhout 78 degrees.

One mine in England, 1.610 feet decp,
is already worked ut a great disadvant-
age owing to the fuilure of the miners
to endure the steady heat. In one col-
liery the shuft is 2,376 feet deep, and the
temperature is 92 degrees. At a depth
of 2,600 feet the temperature is 98 de-

rees, or blood heat, and there prolonged
wbor is impossible.  The limit of protit-
sble mining is therefore about 1,700 feet,
and at 2,700 mining is impracticable,
At the depth of 4,000 feet the tempera-
ture would ba 122 degrees, and at 10,000
feet it would be at the boiling point, if
not even higher, as it is probable that
the rate nccelerates as the descent is
muode.

It is curious to note that the Commis-
sion of sixteen eminent men of science
which was sppointed to ascertain how
much coal could be raised from seams
already worked, gnd how much from
mensures yet untouched, stated that at
the present rate of consmuption there
wus o supply of coal in Great Britain
for 1,273 years, but at the ratio of in-
crease the supply wonld last only 276
years, Our figures show that cosl ean-
not be mined ut o depth of 4,000 feet,
and that ut 2,700 feoet the limit of physic-
ul endursnce is about reached. Of
oourse, then the vast areas of coal below
that depth, and, indeed, below 1,700 feet,
where winers are forced to work shorter
hours snd whers the temperature is
n:jsurly 80 degrees, must remain untouch-
ed,

The Commissioners hardly dared to
look the situatien in the fuce, and their
report is in reslity littlo better than s
jnggle. Already nearly all the coal
sbove the depth of 1,700 feet has been
raised, aud that below can only be reach-
ed ut 8 cost not pleasant to contemplate.
The British Quarterly estimates the
quuntity of coul above 1,700 feet at 89,-
000,600,000, tons, and that in the next

1,000 feet at 22,000,000,000, and at the
present rates of increase, the last ton of
the 39,000,000,000 will be raised in 1945
| —and then out goes Great Britain |

A Detroit journal says an old man of
that city bhus played ninety thousand
games of checkers, What o checkered

Facts and EFlgures.
.

How to prevent your wifo from seold-
ing yon—Don't marry.

The boys in Des Moines perfume their
stockings before walking to cliurch with
their sweethoarts,

Only think of Delaware for a peach-
growing Htate, and hig one at that,
Onemillion five hundrgd thousand bask-
ets this season, and only half tho smount
of lnst year's eror.  Commend us kindly
to Deluware,

There is aavell in Indinna which keeps
time like clockw rk. At precsely two
o'clock, night and day, it throws up n
jot of water. Tt is now over a thonsand
feot deep, nnd is still being bored with a
view to nltimate oil.

“That man,” said n wng “enmo to
this city forty years ago, purohnsed u
busket, und commenced goathering rags,
How wmueh do you suppose he 1 worth
pow ¥ Wo gaveitup. “Nothing," he
continued nfter a pruse, and ho owes
for the basket.”

“ How many ore there ov yeu down

there ¥ shouted an Irish overseer to
sote men in a conl-pit, “Iive," was the
answer. “Well, then the half of you
come up here,” snid he, When they
did come up he found that the quantity
exceeded the demand by a frootion.
The foot-and-mouth disense among
cattle, sheop, and swine in England doey
niot abate, but from last neeonuts sevins
to be on the incresse, both ns to the
numbor of animals sttacked and in re-
spect to virulenee, Pleuro-pneumonia
has also appenred in Jocalitics, nnd secims
to be steadily spreading,

It is anid that the Rev. Mr. Spurgoon
will visit Brooklyn in the sutumn us the
guest of Dr. Talmoge, and-will probab'y
preach for him in the Tabernacle. Thut
would be an event in current religious
history which would cause an excite-
ment similar to that which attended the
vigit of Dr. Newman Hall to this coun-

try.
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A young lady at Conncil Bluffs, being
informed by Ler @ feller” that he in-
tended to cease his attentions, cowhided
him round the room, und, ns he sprang
throngh the open window, told him,
with a purting lick, thut that would
tesch him to be more curetyl for the fa-
ture not to trifle with a gentle and lov-
ing heart.

A Bungor, Me., prohibitionist was re-
cently discussing the liquor law, and
strongly urged its strict enforcement.
To emphasize his remarks he gestion-
lsted with his wnbrella; whereupon a
black bottle fell to the pavement with a
crash, and the odor of *0ld Bourbon"
was diffuseldl arvound. That closed the

aroeament, - -
Sinve the war th s Methodist Episcopal

Church has estaplished ten confercnces
in the Southern siates, with o member-
dhip of 162,000 persons, and 707 travel-
ling ‘sud 1,600 1.eal preschers. They
huve expended about £1,200,000, and the
value of the church and school property
there nmounts to £1,300,000. The ten
conferences have paid §7,000 into the
Freodmen's Aid Fund,

Bessemer, the inventor of the process
of makimg cheap steol, now proposes W
revolutionize naval warfare by making
# cannon twenty ynrds long, with a bore
of thirty inches and wulls cight inches
thick, and with this e will flre a shell
weighing flve tons.  TInstead of setting
fire to all the powder in his gun us
onee, he divides Lis churge into differ-
ent calls and explodes thum successively,
all going off betore the ball leaves the
gun, and each giving it o now iwmpulse.

Here is the love ditty of o Georgian,
which he dropped and was picked up
on the road: * To wmiss Sudy: behole &
stranger at the doore of thy heart he
gentely nox has nox before, hius waited
long is waiting still. miss Sudy you
trete no other friend so ill. 1 luv you
now nnd will forever you may changs
but [ will never. for even one be our
lot derest won forget me not miss Sudy
I must confess thut I luv you the best
of all tho girls 1 sver new  thore is nun
to be Compared with you.”

This is oue of the uewest descriptions
of a Dolly Vurden: *The starboard
sleeve bore u yellow hop-vine in full
leaf, on & red ground, with numbers ol
gruy birds, badly mutilsted by the
SeNs, ﬂ_\‘ilﬁ; hither and yon in wild
dismay, ot the approoch of a red and
black hunter. Cualvary Mission infant
clnss was depicted on the back, tho muk-
ing upof the garment scattering truant
scholars up the eides and on the skirt,
while a'country poultry fairand a group
of American hunting dogs, badly de-
moralized by the gathers, gave the front
a remarkable appearance, Tho left
sleeve hud on it the wlphabet in five duf-
ferent lunguages.

An English test case asto laborers'
time wis rocently tried in Berkshire,
Eungland. The 24th of Juno a farmer
bad & guod deal of hay down and thirty
men st work., At 9} o'clock at night
there remained an bour snd o halt's
work to be done in order to secure the
hay. A portion of the workmen refused
to worz longer, unless paid extra for it
This wus refused, the hay was not se-
cured, & rain came on, the huy was
domaged, and the farmer sued two la-
borers whom he was paying by the
week, to recover. The mugistrates de-
cided that the defendants were not bound
by their contract to go en with the work
at that time of night, and the case was
dismissed.

The extreme danger of permitting
children to play with the toy steam en-
gines which wre sold for one dollsr was
painfully illustrated last Saturday by &
fearful aceident which ocourred to =
child of My. C. L. Van Zandt, Vice
President of the American Bank Note
Company. The child was dreadfally
burned by upsetting the fluid lsmp
used to gencrste steam, snd before os-
sistunce could be obtsined she was so
bedly injured by the flamed that sho
died in a foew hours. Parents should

be careful not to allow their children to
play with these engines, for however
barmless they may seem to be, there is

blocks at his endwf the line,

career that old men must bavehad |

their use a8 o toy,

a child,

great risk attendi
snd in the handxno?




