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THE OLD COUPLE.

NY LOTINE CRANDLER MOULTOX,
Thiey sl in the von togethor,
Till tho day was almost done,
And then ot its eloro an numel
Stoppod over the thredhold ntone.

Ho faldod their hanis togother,
Hu tonehod tholr exelids with balm,
And thelr lnst breath foatod npward
Like tho close of o valemn paalm,

Like u befdal paly they traverdod
Tha tnseon, mystical rond,

That Yeads to thio Boantiful Clty,
Whote Dalldor and Malker is Uoid.

Perhaps, In that miracle country,
Thoy wihil give hor lost youth haek,

And the flowers of & vanished .'*pt‘mn-:fmr-
Shatl Bloom In the spirit’s track.

One draugnt of the living watem
Ehall restore iy manhood's primme,
And oternal years shall monsure
Tho love that outlives time,

But tho shapes they laft bahind them—
The wrinkles and sliver hair-

Made encresd 1o s by thie klsses
The angel Imprinted there—

We'll hide away in the moendow,
When the sun 14 low in tha went,
Whers the noonbeams cannot find thom,
Nov the wind distnrd thelr rest.

But wo'll let no toll-tale tambstone,
With its nee and dote, nrise

O'or the two who are old no longuor
I tholr Fathor's house in the skios,

THE STORY-TELLER.

-

MRS, DOBB'S YOUNGEST,

.

A TALE OF nonnon!

Mrs, Theophilus Dobb's remark was
rel complimentary, and 1 am quite
aware that, under ordinary cireum-
stanoes, amy man of spirit wonld have
resented it. To paraphrase, slightly,
the observation of that blessed martyr,
“ Mariana in the Moated Grange,”

I only sald, * 1 nmn aweary. awosary.'”
*You're a downright fool I" ilbe sald.

I have strong cenviotion that, if I had
taken the trouble, I could have dis-
provid this rather sweeping assertion—
though, certainly, subsequent events
seemed to corroborate her opinion—but
1 did not even attempt to contradict it.
The foct was, that I had an object in
keeping Murs, D.'s good graces. I was
paying attention to Miss Jenny RBird,
and Theo., Dobb and his wife were that
young laedy's guardians, In short, 1
had about made up my wind to request
Miss Jenny to become Mys, Bwith-Pres-
tun,

By the way, my nnme i8 Smith-I'res-
ton, legally. The latter half was con-
ferred on me by a formal act of our
highly honorable legislature, my uncle
Preston hoving devised me his property
on condition? that 1 assumed his patro-
nymic, But the great majority of my
male friends—thongh perfectly  ae-
quainted with this important faot—
persistontly ignore it. It is by no means
pleasant, when one wishes to muke o
striking impression, and has just Leen
introduced tondesirable nequaintance by
the rather aristocractic titie of Preston,
to have some booby rush up, with as
much clatter as 4 ruvaway mule would
make, and shout ont at the top of his
strident voice :

“Hullo, Bmith, my boy! bow's old
Smith *"—the last question referring to
my paternal progenitor, who, I cunnot
deny, i “old Smith " still.

And that brings me back to my origi-
nal subject. It was for muking a per-
fuetly natural observation of the sume
tonor as the above, that Mrs. Theophilus
Dobb pronounced me a downright fool.
As [ have already stated, I did not even
contradict, much less regent, her unkind
remurk. I was paying attention to her
protty ward, Miss Jenny Bird.,

But, after all, I should have prospered
quite as well if I had shown o proper
spirit on that particular occasion.
Moscs was, undoubtedly, a vory celobra-
ted wan, aud he was meek ; but meck-
ness, ns # general rule, is not becoming
to s man. My wmeekness, in my inter-
course with Mrs. D, did not l;mcuro
mie any favor; far less did it aid me to
attain my beart’s desire. 1 suppose I
may as well tell the whole story just ns
it happened, After you have heard it,
I fear you will say that Mrs. Theophilus
Dobb was more than half right. Per-
haps she was—for I feel cery meck on
the threshold of my confession—but still
I gontend ske had no earthly right to
tell mo 20 in the presence of Miss Jenny
Bird, i

Do you know what nn enfitnt terrible
in, fuir reader? If not, you hud better
study French and find out. I found out
without studying French., Mrs, Dobb's
youngest taught we in one lesson, Mus,
Theo, Dobb was a matron ol wany
yours' standing, wnd of her children, tho
naine was Logion, How many she had
cexaetly, I never knew ; but I do know
that, by some stupendons mirgaele, they
were fl young, und that t.im[y pervadod
everything, Lovers would have had »
better chunce for n fele-g-tete in the
widst of an excited Irish politicul meet-
ing than in sy corner of the Dobb man-
sion. It was, doubtless, owing to the
fact that the Legion always had its own
sweet will, and was always prepisely
where it was not wanted, that, up to
the time of which I am about to write,
I had never found an opportunity to
ask Miss Jenny Bird the direct guestion
whether she would allow me to trans-
form her from a Bird into o bride. And
te the resr-guard of the Legion—DMrs,
Dobb's youngest—I owe the bitter recol-
lection that [ never Jid put that impor-
tant question to that young lady. )

Mrs, Dobb's youngest was what is
fu.cutioun])' called a plnyful t'llnlﬂ. Mrs
Dobb's friends invariably imprecated
the direst anathemus upon this interest
ing infant in the silence of their inner
hearts, and openly louded him to the
skics us “ 8o full of spirits.” More diplo-
matic lying was done about Theophilus
Dobb, “junior, thau Machisvel ever
dresmed of porpetrating : for, a8 nsual
in such cases, her youngest wos the
mother's favorite, and if any one desired
to retain Mrs, Dobb's good will, they
incontinently praised the child, even

when suffering excruciating agonies of
mind or body, the result of one of its
“ playful " tricks. Chubby, dirty, odor-
ous of bread snd butter, about scven
poars old and remarkably precocious,

heo. Dobly, junior, was the inearnation
of muliciongs mizchief—und thercby hnngs
my tale.

On the ocension veferred to, T, how-
ever, felt sure that I should have an op-
worbunity to put the decisive question,
srnvely resolving that 1 would st once
embrace it—and Miss Jenny, provided
her answer was favornble. How well I
remember my dress and general nppear-
ance on that eventful day! Tam de-
cidedly tall and rather spave of person

-my detractors cven say that I am lank
and that my long legs ressmble pipe-
stoms, That this 18 pure slander 1 need
searcely observe, but I need not stop to
refute it now. Buffice it to say that my
figure is elegant and distingue, and that
on that day I was gst up, in an appro-
printo costume, regardless of expense.

It was n waoter-party, A friend of
mine had built o steamboat and invited
mo to bring my friends and have o jolly
time on the trinl-trip of the vessel. As
it wnsa noutical occasion and in the
midst of summer, I wore gnrments suit-
¢d to the season and the situntion. My
nether man was elad in nankeen inex-
pressihles, tight at tho hips and remark-
ably flowing about the ankles. A
gorgeonsly embroidered blue shirt, with
n wide collur a la matelot, clothed my
stilwart chest, and over this T donned
au abbrieviated jucket of nankeen, with-
out n particls of tail, and of the style
technicslly known as  round.,” A sailor-
hat ol straw with & broad blue ribbon,
its long ends floating gracefully down
behind, completed my costume, and 1
defy the most mnlignant eritic to pro-
nounce it inappropriate or unhecoming.

felt it sean becoming, for it set off
my peenling style of manly beanty to a
charm, nnd I should have had no alloy
whatover in my cup of happiness, if
Brigga—Toady Driggs, nshis best friends
call him—hnd mnot been of the party.
A pushing, arrogunt, disagreeable fel-
low is that Briggs. I never liked him,
but he would persist in thrusting him-
solf upon me, and he intruded in just
the same way upon Miss Bird. If T hind
but tald him what she often said abont
himn—

Well, that's netther here nor there.
I never did tell him, snd here he waos,
this heautiful, bright, sunshiny morn-
ing—dresseid as if he was goingto a ball,
and really looking very well, for him—
obscuring my sunshine and clonding my
enjoyment by persistently sticking, in
his usoul obtrusive, self-sufilcient way,
us close as a lmpet to o rock, to Aiss
Jenny's side.  He wonld carry her para-
sol, and follow her sround the deck with
a camp-stool, and fan her with o palm-
leaf, und udjust her lorgnetto—talking
and endenvoring to be witty all the time,
in such a ridiculous way, that the dear
girl was absolutely oblized to clicke
herself with her mourckoir to prevent her-
solf from laughing in s very fuce—so
that, positively, I wns unable to get o
single confidential word with her until
the boat was quite out at sea, nnd, hav-
ing been bilious for more than a weck, 1
begzan to feel rather qualmish.

I told him, & dozen times, that he was
maoking o fool of himeelf, and that she
wis quite disgusted with the nonsense
he was uttering, not to say anything of
his officiousness; but he hnd too good
an opinion of himself and his wit to
heed my kindly warning, and very im-
Ilz'l'tilh-h”_\' tald me to Ko to—well to go
to the court of his Satanic mujesty and
ngitate mysolf, He said * shake my-
self,” but 1 wish to soften the vulgarity
of his remark, sy much as possible, when
repesting it to ears polite, I did not go
to the place he mentioned, but I was
sufliciently agitated, both by his inso-
lence and the motion of the vesgel, to
feel the nocessity of a few moment's re-
pose.  Accordingly, I retired from the
contest with my usunl grace—leaving
him burdened with the camp-stool, the
lovgnette, the fun, the parasol and the
reproaches of his conscience, not to men-
tion Miss Jenny herself—and songht a
secludod spot where I might recline at
my ense nnd meditate upon the speech 1
meant to meke to the young lady, which
I now determined to utter as we return-
ed into the harbor.

I found a cool, gquict spot on the top
of 0 long box, under the nwning en the
forward deck, pnd my biliousness hav-
ing been sotewlint relioved by a small
tasse of coguae, which the steward kind-
ly brought me, I stretched myself at
lengtls upon the box, and tarning my
back to the merry-mukers oft, plunged
into u delightiul reverie. The attitude,
the brecze, the wessured clank of the
muchinery, apd the brandy, sll invited
me to repose, snd nothing could have
added to my content—if Briggs and Le-
gion had been left behind,  But unfor-
tuuntely Briggs waus there, usurping my
post ut Miss Jennic's side, and Legion
was there, kicking up sn infernal racket
all about the dovk. And, worst, of all,
Mrs. Dobb's youngest was there, com-
manding the logion with all the fuss
and voviferation of a first-class general
of the modern sehiool, and muking more
npise in one minute than a battery of
six pounders, worked by veteran artil-
levists, could possibly make in an
hour,

An energetic objurgation, uttered in
my most peremptory tones, sosttered
this horde of light infant-ry, and even
created 8 ponie in the mind of their
gommander, Mrs. Dsbb's youngest, for
he sct the vxample—as mwany modern
commanders have done—of retrestin
from wy vicinity, and their shrill
voices having died away in the distance,
I gradually fell into a pesceful slum-
ber.

I cannot say how long I slept, but it
wust bave been for some hours, for
when I awoke I found that the vessel
had begun to retrace her course, and
wis already some distance within the
mouth of the harbor, This fact dawned
upon me graduslly as I stared sabout
we, while slowly collecting vy thoughts
und coming to arealizing sense of where
I was. When I was quite awske I be-

s to be surprised at the unusual si-
ence that reigned around me,and another

fuct suddenly and disagreeably present-

od itsolf. The whola company had gone
down into the cubin to partake of the

enerous fenst provided for us by our
Eusl, nnd had coolly left me slecping,
forgetting me as if I had been of no ae-
count whatever.

Brenthing dire vows of vengeanes, I
gernmbled off the box in haste, and
without pausing to examine the state
of my to'let, rushed oft toward the com-
panionway. But it I was enraged ot
thus being neglected, ere 1 reached the
staireaze all my wrath had vauishoed—
for, sitling pensively alone upon the
quarter-deck, I beheld the object of my
heart's adorstion, Miss Jennie Bird, All
thought of feasting vanished from my
mind, Here was the feast of reason
and the flow of soul—in short, here was
my opportunity of iruuing the all-im-
portant question which was to decide
my future fate., I did not hesitute; not
u boing was near save ourselves: no
such felicitous oceasion might present
iteelf ugain in years, Without premed-
itati n or prepuration I rushed franti-
cally furwun)l, and before she could
have g#hered an iden of my desperate
purpose, Lhad thrown wyself at her feet |

What meant that crimson blush
which, in o moment, dyed her neck and
ghoek and brow as with a flood of color ¥
Did she anticipate my design, and while
proparing herself to requite my fervent
adoration, shield herself behind that
vivid signal of maidenly modesty, as if
erecting n rampart to check my teo
passionste ardor?  Porhaps, Neverthe-
less, there was evidently an even strong-
er emotion ngitating her inmost soul, 1
could not but perceive that something
beyond mere modesty and  surprise
moved her. A strange convulsion shoolk
her fuir form from hend to foot; her
eyes seemed starting from their dilated
orbits; the blush deepened upon her
angelic fucw uintil it really geemed more
like an apopiectic congestion; and
while, with both kands, sho appeared to
be stufing her lace mouckoir into hor
half-opencd mouth, o singular, ruttling
noige in her throat filled me with the
drendful alarm that she woas choking.

As I wes starting to my fect, fright-
ened holf to death st these symptoms of
whit seemed te be un spproaching fit,
the spund of voices und footsteps on the
stairs behind me indicated the return of
the guests from the banguet. They
were led by Briggs—who had only left
Miss Jenny for o moment while he went
to fetch her forgotten purasol—and by
tue time 1 had sttained an erect posture,
they trooped upon the deck. lmagine
my ostonishment when 1 belelidl ench
one of them, Briggs foremost, start buck
in alarm, stare at me wildly, and then
double up, like two-foot rules, in perfect
paroxysms of laughter. Tturned slowly
around, gazing at cack one in twm in
proﬁum(F dismay, and et my movement
the storm of mirth redoubled ; while, to
crown my mortifieation and distross, it
became plain to me that it was not a fit,
but a severs struggle to ri'l:ri-:-'n her own
mirth, which had caused AMiss Jenny's
convulsive action.

The lsughter continued, peal upon
peal, during the space of three or four
miuntes. It waes clear, 1 thought, that
they wore lnughing ut the joke of hnv-
ing cansed me to lose my dinner, and
my rage, rising higher and higher every
moment, was &t the point of exploding
in some act of viclence, of which, un-
doubtedly, Briggs wonld have felt the
weight, But at this crisis that disgust-
ing individual, perhaps seeing the im-
minence of my fury, seized me by the
arm, and with somoe difficulby,on account
of his continued mirth, drew me into
the entrance of the l'l'll{ll;il!li'Il:“’::_\'.
The interior of this structure was lined
with splendid mirrors, and as soon as 1
was within it, 1 could beheld my full-
length figure clearly reflected in the
shining gloss,

Horror on horror's Liend accumulate |
What was it that I Jid behold in those
fatal mirrora? My own graceful form
transformed into the striking semblance
of u gigontic Shanghai rooster! Was 1
dreamingy Was I under the infleence
of some dizbolical, magical spell? Ha!
the infernul truth rushes on me with
the foree of an avalanche, I am the
vietim—yes, there can be no doubt of it
—the victim of circumstances and the
malevolence of that dwarf fiend in huo-
man form—2Mrs. Dobb's youngoest !

Why dwell on that egonizing -m‘.’u Ti-
ence? Let me end mo tale—as he did—
‘)y the shortest yossiblo Process. Find-
ing me peacefully sloeping, defenseless
and at his merey, the little wreteh had
stolen a feather pillow from the cabin,
and with the aid of & convenient tar-
bucket on deck, plastered my posterior
with layer upon l:i)‘(‘l‘ of feathors, until
they formed s huge appendage that pro-
truded more than two feet behind me,
and hung down in waving folds precise-
ly like the tail of a half-starved ostrich.
Not content with thuat, he had orna-
mented my bald head with a central
row of ter and foathers, in imitation of
u cock's-comb, and when you recollect
thet T am tull and spare, and how I was
dressed, perbaps you can form some iden
of the picture I presentod,

If you can't, D'm not going to help
you, you may be suve,

When that steamboat reached her
dock, or by what means ! resched my
domicile, 1 have never known unto this
day. But this I de know, that the day
before yesterdny 1 received an invita-
tign to the wedding of Miss Jennie Bird
with that odious Briggs. The best wish
I can give them is that they may be
compelled to pass their honeymoon in
the society of Mre. Dobb's youngest.—
Frank Leslies' Hlvstrated Newspoper.

C ————

A specuistive drayman at Paducah,
Ky., professes to have discovered a verit.
able pool of Bethesda. It is said thot a
certain womsn was afflicted with the
dropsy and she fell asleop, and lo, there
sppeared nuto her o dream. And in her
dream she saw un angel, and the angel
said unto her go and dig n well st u cer.
tain place and drink of the wuters, and
thou shalt be healed. = And she went
oud did as the angel commmanded her
end was healed of her discase. Now,
this poor druyman owns the land where
that well is, and thinks to find a little

profit in it by bottling the waters and
selling them,

Manners of the Day,

A writer of the Chicsgo Times de-
plores the lack of courtesy in these days,
and illustrates as follows :

You step into o justico's office. A
young man sits near enough o desk to
make a footrack of it, rending =& puper.,
You are after the justice, and you ask
in n tone, greatly modulated by experi-
ence of former rebuffs, if heisin. You
stand in waiting until the young man
has finished his puragraph, when he
gives you the benefit of a casual inspec-
tion, and resumes his papenincidentally
remarking that he thinks not.

Put upon, but not discouraged, you
resame :

“ When is he likely to be in "

Feebly, * Can't say,” devouring anoth-
er paragraph abont s boy being chawed
up by n dog in Iowa. Indoubt whether
you may safely ask another question,
you still muster up courage enongh to
L i |

“ Where will T be likely to tind him ¥

Without looking up,

“In Milwankee."

Irritated at this cool trifling with
time and prtience, yon demnand :

“Could you not have said as much ot
first "

Imperturbably, « If 1'd been asked I
could, old boy."

And you, who had thought yourself
able to stand before kings, retire from
the presence of this bold, brassy bey,
discomfited.

A gentleman of my aequaintanee, of
the very finest sensibilities, snd one to
whom & word is severer than a blow,
went with n lady friend to o great de-

ot in this city to help her off on a

journey, He went first to have her
baggage enecked. Pointing out her
trunk to the man in charge, the only ve-
ply made wae the word—

¢ Tioket I

Not comprehending  exactly  what
wis moant, he stood a4 moment, as one
will who is in doubt, expecting an ex-
planation. 1t eqme:

“ o and get your tickst if you want
your baggnge checked!” roarad the
man, in the coarse, hurd tone of a ruf-
fian.

My friend got the ticket and return-
ed. The trunk was put on the scnles
and proved to be over-weight.

“ Dollar " ejaculated the man,

My friend, you know, innocently
supposed that baggage went with the
passenger without extra charge, and
therefore thought he was being defraund-
ed. So he ssid :

“1 think I'll not pay the dollar. T
take the trunk back snd send it by ex-
presa.”

“No you won't,” said the baggage-
man, “you'll pay the dollar.”

And he a1,

A young man saw a card in s win-
dow, “Four neckties for a quarter”
That being about the smount he felt
able to squander on neck wear, ho step-
Lu«l in. A primped and bedeviled

night of the ribbon gtood behind the
counter, and seemed ntterly oblivious
of the young man's approach until ad-
dressed,

“ 1 would like some of those necktios,"”
sadd the young man.

“ How muony ' asked the clerk.

“Four,”

“We onn't make suvthing selling
these neckties, four at o time," said the
young manin a petalant way. “We
frequintly lose n large sale while we
ure sttending to these —— neckties,"

1 wouldu't keep "em,” said the young
man, “And if I kept 'em, 1 wouldn't
advertise them in the window * four for
n quarter,’"

“The -

you wouldn't,” said the

mild-eyoed, plessunt-spoken  clerk, as
with one gyration of his sttenusted
shadow-grown formy, he whisked his

neckties back into the show-case, and
want placidly back to his ogling.

The young man thinls that was the
promptest dry goods prince he hos ever
wet, oven in Chicago,

Did you ever muster up coursge to

spoak to ome of our policemen ¥—one
of tRose fellows who stand around in
their first good clothes to boss the nows-
boys? If you have, you need no advice.
If not, you will find the following sim-
ple directions of grest value: Never
speik to o policeman when your wife is
by. To be snubbed in her presence is
subversive of home discipline.

Never attempt an interview in l'm:s«
ence of your sweetheart. Her hero,
punctured, suffers s collapse.

Nover approach a peeler with your
hat on. Ile will arrest you for con-
tempt.

Never approsch one with your hat
off. Meekness and civility are his
meat and drink.

If you seck dircctions from one seck
it from two. As they will not agree
ask u third, To the sum of their differ-
ences pdd what you before knew, and
you will be ina condition to go und look
w u dirvectory.

To muke an interview perfectly safe
and eminently satisfuctory, get yourself
up in o loud and dashing style. Buff

trowsers—variegated walsteoat—* Dol-
lie Vurden" necktie. Tuke on a swag-
ger, o look of nssurance the —— but,

then, unless yon have blood in your eye
you will not succeed.

e ————
Tazareii.

Rev, J. B, Dunn, writing to the Hos-
ton Zvareller, gives the following de-
scription of Nazareth :

The situation of Nuzareth is very
pleasant, the people are better dressed,
und the women handsomer than any we
biave yot seen in the East, Whet o pity
we must add the streets are the dirtiest,
an open sewer running throngh many
of them. We of course visited the house
where it is said Jesus and his parents
lived; nlso, Joseph's workshop, where
we saw pictures of Mary and her son,
dressed in modern costume, and Joseph
at work before u carpenter’s bench, on
which lay tools of sedern invention,
Towards sunset we ascendéd the hill,
from the top of which are to be had the
finest views of any in Palestine, On
reaching our tent we found our favorite
muloteer, Safads, and his brother Fran-
eis, bath of whom are Mohammedans,
had given an Arsb & severe thrashing

becanse the Arab cutsed the Christians
and our party.

One of the most interesting sights to
be seen at Nazareth is the crowd of
young women and girls that between
the hours of five and eight in the even-
ing flock to the public fountain with
their pitchers on their heads to draw
water,

The night spent here was o memor-
able one, for, searce had we retired to
our tents when a small army of bi
mosquitoes came down upon us amﬁ
lnid seige to our persons, nor could wo
drive them away till morning called us
forth to begin another day’s journey—a
day during which we roten through
part of the valley of Esdracion, orossed
the Kishon, where Baal'a prophets were
eluin, nscended Carmel to the supposed
point of sacrifice, where we spent some
time in trying to reconcile the Bible
and our {uide books, but failed, when
putting the latter in our saddle bags
und taking the former in our hands, we
continued our explorations. Here wo
met Prof. Mead, of Andover, engaged
in the same work of exploration. {wu'-
ing Carmel, we rode across the plain to
Haifa, where, after bathing in the Med-
iterranean, we passed the night under
wet tents, and on borrowed beds, as our
buggage mules on crossing the Kishon
had their feet taken from under them,
the buggage upset and thoroughly sonk-
ed, ns some of my things to-day testify.

Reflections of a Murmuring Mother,

I was tired of washing dishes; T was
tired of dradgery. It had always been
so, and I was dissatisfied. I never sat
down @& moment to read, that Jamie
didn't want a cake, or a piece of paper
to seribble on, or 4 bit of sosp to make
bubbles, “I'd rather be in prison,” 1
sasid one day, “than fo hove my life
tensed out so,” a8 Jumie knocked my ol-
bow, when I was writing to a friend.

But s morning came when I had one
plute less to wash, one chair less to set
away by the wall in the dining-room;
when Jumic's little erib was put away
in the garret, and it hes never come
down since. I had Leen unusually fret-
{ful and discontented with him that damp
Muy morning that he took the ecroup.
Gloomy weather gave me the headache,
and I had less patienco then then at
any other time, By-and-by he was
singing in anothker room, “1 want to be
an angel;" and presently rang out that
metallic cough. I never hear that hymn
since that it don't cut me to the heart;
for the croup cough rings out with it
He grew worse towards night, and when
my husbsnd came home he went for the
dostor. At first he seemed to help him,
but it merged into inflammatory eroup,
ond all was soon over,

“ I onght to have been called in soon-
er,” said the doctor,

I have s servant to wash the dishes
now ; and when n visitor comes, 1 can
sit downand entertain her without hav-
ing to work nll the time. There is no
little boy worrying me to open his jnck-
knife, and there are mo shavings over
the floor, The magasines are not soiled
with looking at the pictures, but stand
prim and neat on the veading-table, just
as I leave them.

“Your carpet never looks dirty,” say
weary-worn mothers to me.

“0Oh, no,” I mutter to myself, * there
are no little boots to dirty it now "

But my face is us weury as theirs—
weary with sitting in wy lonesome par-
lor at twilight—weary with watching
for the little arms that used to twine
sround my neck, for the curls that
brushed against my cheek, for the young
langh which rang out with mine, us we
wintched the blazing fire, or made rab-
bits with the shadow on the wall, wait-
ing merrily together for papa coming
home, I have the wealth und ense 1
longed for, but at what a price And
when I see other mothers with grown-
up tong, driving to town or church, und
my hair silvered over with grey, I wish
I hod murmured less.

e
Quicksilver,

Tourists who wvisit Banta Cruz watch
with interest the process of collecting
quicksilver, of which there arve rich du-
posits.  The process of reducing the ore,
or rousing the latent mercury from its
sleep of o million or so of years, 1s very
simple, Itis burned out of house and
home, or its dull old body perishes by
eremation, that it may appear in o glo-
rified form, to shine and servein a thous-
and beautiful ways. The ore is putinto
furnnces, esch holding fifteen thousand
pounds and having in one end the fire,
which is kept up for about three days,
The vapors from the heated ores pass
from the {furnaces through small aper-
tures, like pigeon-holes, immto condensing
chambers, on the cool walls of which the
globules of mervury form and glide st
once to the floor, where they colloct in
little gutters and #low out into troughs
which convey them to an iron cauldron,
from which they ave transferred to the
wrought iron flusks in which they are.
sent to market.  Each flusk contuins sev-
enty-six and s half pounds, and is worth
forty dollors.

Young and curions tourists huve been
known to attempt to carry away & thim-
ble-full in their pockets, and Euu'v oun-
fessed to having at once felt a singular
tickling, trickling sensation, usually
nssing like a streak of cold lightning
howu the right leg and into the boot.
As is well known, one of the most curi-
ous properties of quicksilver is its capa-
bility of dissolving or forming amalgams
with other metals. A sheet of gold-foil
dropped into quicksilver disappears
almost 08 quickly us & snow-fluke when
it {alls into water. It has the power of
separsting or of readily dissolving those
refractory metals which sre not seted
upon by our most powerful acids. The
gold and silver miners pour it into their
machines bolding the gold-bearing

uartz, snd although no human eye can
:Iulm:t. a trace of the precious substan ses,
s0 fine are the particles, yet the liquid
metal will bunt it out and incorporate it
intoits mass. By subsequent distillution
it yields it into the hands of the miners
in u state of virgin purity,

— .

A gracious mannerwins the populace,

A California Confidence Game,

Says the Ban Francisco Bulletin : There
is an inspiration in the climatic in-
fluences of California that excites the
faculty of shrewdness in the human
c¢haracter to the highest point, and when
this trait inclines to an erratio tendency,
it usually develops rascality of an in-
genious and artistio order ; none of your
sneaking, pocket-picking, contemptible
artifice, but dignified and majestic vil-
lainy caloulated to command the admi-
ration and reverence even of its victim.
A fow days since a gentleman narrived
here from New York city, and coming
from that locality one would naturally
suppose the visitor was thoreu‘:rhly edu-
catedjn all the deceits and deceptions
ever conceived for entr;sping the guile-
less and unsophistioated ; but he had
never travelled in San Francisco before.

Entering one of the street cars on
Wednesday afternoon, he was casually
drawn into conversation with & venern-
ble gentleman of clerioul garb and mion,
who took & seat beside him. As the con-
versation proceeded, the reverend gentle-
man disclosed that he was the pastor of
a fashionable congregation in the neigh-
borhood of New York, and to complete
the singular coincidence, ho was sojourn-
ing at the same hotel with his newly-
formed mercantile acquaintance, On
this information, the intimacy between
the two becume confirmed, and on re-
turning to the hotel, some hours of ngree-
nble intercourse resulted in an agree-
ment to visit Yosemite, in company,
previous toreturning together Eastward.

It was enrly in the evening of the same
day the merchant and the clergyman
had resumed the comparison of the oh-
servations of lifo on the Pacific const, in
the sitting room of the hotol, whon a
bright, intelligent-looking lm]clu‘nei.'fi]p~
l;ing in brnatﬁlﬁs&ly and addressod the
atter: “ Oh, papn, ¢an I not go to the
theatre, just for once; it is Maggie
Mitchell from New York that is per-
forming here, and I want to seec the
theatre only this time."”

“ No, my sun,” replied the grave and
reverend parent ; “ it would beimproper
for wme to accompany you to such a place
of amusement, ond T could not consent
to your visiting the theatre unless nnder
the protection of some friend.”

The mereantile gontleman from New
York bethought himself on this sugges-
tion that a coupleof hours Thespian diver-
tisment would relieve the monotony of the
evening, and ilum(«%utol_\' favored the
inclination of the lid, kindly tendering
his pretection and society.

“ Well, my son,” romarked the solicit-
ous parent on this proposition, * since my
friend desires to attend the theatre,
have no ohjection to your going in such
company, this one time.”

The engagement was immediately as-
sented to, and shortly after the merchant
from New York mu{y the delighted son
of his esteemed elerieal friend started on
theic way to the Metropolitan, The
two had proceeded but a short distance
when the lad suddenly stopped and re-
minded himself of an important precan-
tion, “I must go back,” he auit} to his
companion, “snd leave my watch and
money withfather; for people are always
sure to get robbed in San {“runcism."

The ecarnestness of the lad aroused the
upprehension of the merchant as well,
und on returning to the hotel he also
insisted on depositing his watch, a vala-
able gold chronomeéter, and a pocket-
biook contuining £480 in greenbucks, in
charge of his clerical friend. The lutter
hiesitated as to the propriety of nccept-
ing the trust, but Im}i.\' consented on
condition that the merchant from New
York should take his receipt for the
money and watch, which was -llui_\' drawn
and delivered.

The two again set out for the theatre,
much more at cuse converning the secur-
ity of their vuluables. It is needless to
remark that Moggie was sparkling and
captivating, as usual, and the New
Yorker was deeply engaged in the in-
terests of the play. His juvenile com-
panion, however, manifested o groater
appreciation of peanuts than dramatic
talent. The lad finally started for
another pint, and did not return. His
guardian became alarmed, and hastened
anxiously to the hotel to make inquiry.
The missing youth was not there, neith-
er was the pions and conscientious pa-
rent; and more singular still, the clerk
had never received any formul intima-
tion of the presence of such reverend
gentleman among the guestsof the house,
The venerable gentloman had probably
wandered off in one of those fits of ub-
stractedness peculisr to clergymen of
that class, When he returns, the gentle-
man form New York has his receipt to
cover the property, and he will probably
preservo itnsn pl'uci(;uﬁ memento mean-
time.

———

California Coffee,

Before many years California will be-
comne one of the coffee-growing countries
of the world., The Saucelito Herald
says a party of Costa Ricans, with a
former president of that country at their
head, have purchased a tract of land
near Ban Rafuel, and among other em-
ployments designed to be followed by
the colony is that of raising coffee,
Coming from a country where coffee is
raised with success, these Central Amer-
icans onght to know some of the reguis-
ites of a coantry for the business.
Whether Ban Rafuel is the spot to begin
the new enterprise is said tobe doubtiul
until demonstration has determined the
question, but that there ure pirts of the
State in which coffee can be grown has
long been believed. The southern part
of the Btate has many places where the
experiment may be tried with hopes of
sucoess. Btill it is not impossible that
Ban Rafuel, and other places in the
middle regions of the State, may be
adapted to coffee culture, A few years
since the general ides was averse to the
Euuihilit.y of growing oranges in any

ut the southern parts of the State, but
nctual demonstrations have proved that
they can be cultivated as far north as
Chico, and in several of the gorges of
the Bierra Nevadas, The capacities of
the country are growing year by year,
and the sppurently bold experiment of
%mwi_ng coffee neur Ban Rafuel jmay be

used on superior judgment,

— -

————
Facts and Figures.

Six thousand men and § o day
patronize the New York public baths.

Sturgeon Bay, Wis,, hins shipped about
6,600,000 native evergreen trees this
year,

A grain elevator of hoge
is in course of erection at
sion, Kansus,

The prairies near Ellsworth, Kansas,
are enlivened by the presence of abont
45,000 head of Texns cattle,

A farmer in West Fork Township,
Monona Co., Iowa, planted 113 I:mahleL
of black walnuts, and they are growing
finely.

According to the last census, there are
in the United States five millions of eLil-
dren, of school age, who never attend
school !

The city of Springfield, 1IL, has
bmught suit against the churches in the
city for the taxes against them for the
year 1871,

The Chicsgoe woman who married a
man in jail, brags she is “ the on]?' irl
in town who knows where her fellow
stays of nights,”

Oapt. Pindar, of Southern Floridn,
hus ten neres of pine apples; he expects
to realize for tgm patch this year the
snug sum of $20,000.,

Bight hundred and eighty-two thous-
and pounds of strawberries were ship-
Imd to Chicago over the Illinois Central

tailrond this season.

A Knansas City widow rejected a suitor
the other day, The forlorn lever re-
venged himmff by gotting the widow's
little son dead drunk,

A snake bit o man in Atlanta, Ga.,
and then immediately bit itself. The
mon was living at last socounts, but the
snale expired immedintely.

The Housten & Great Northern Rail-
road, by a late decision of the Texas
Supreme Court, nequires title to many
millions of nores of the Texas and pub-
lic domain,

The report that there was but one
danghter still living of any of the sign-
ers of the Declaration of Independence
furns out to be untrue. Two dnughters
of Elbridge Gerry are still livingin New
Haven, Conn.,

Arizona has 72,000,000 acves of public
land, but & small portion of which las
been surveyed. In addition to mineral
territory of untold richness, there are
vast quantities of magmificent grazing,
agricultural and timber land,

The Nevuda Legislature, in granting
charters to now railroads, declares that
no Chinese shall in any way be employ-
ed upon the road, either in constructing
or operating them, under penalty of
forfeiture of all their priviloges.

A gentle school-madam in Minneapolis
Hogged a boy an hour and a quarter,
using up several ferules, and finally re-
sorting to a stick of wood. Even bal-
anced justice obliged her to pay a fine
of $20 and costs in consequence.

A number of sods lakes have been dis-
covered recently, twelve miles south of
Denver, Colorado. The grounds com-
prise sixty acres, snd the water and the
goil togéther have nearly thirty-three
and one-half per cent. of sulphate of soda,

It is o well-known fact, that in many
portions of the West and Bouthwest, cer-
tain grasscs retain their suceulency and
nutritive qualities during the whole
yeuar, and stock can be fed on them to as
much ndvantage during the cold monthy
of winter as during the season when the
grass seems freshest sand greenest.

Bmportions
snge Mis-

Californmia papers say that o strong
tide of emigration hasset toward Oregon,
a great majority of the emigrants being
respectable and comfortable farmers from
the Western Btates, who have sold their
old homesteads on favorable terms, and
are sttracted to Oregon by reports of
cheap lands, productive goil sad abund-
ant erops.

Two maiden ladies in Louisville were
very much shocked the other day when
they obsorved s young lady in a neigh-
boring yurd dig & deep hole and bury
an object carefully shrouded in white
cloth. They at once notified the polics
of their suspicions of foul play, and the
body was exhumed. It turned out to
be dmt of o lamented eat, and the sus-
picious spinsters yere hooted by the
erowdl.

An amorous Detroiter tried to kiss an
unwilling fair one last weck, but she
became sngry and bit his cheek. He
atu.-.mpml to return the t'om]_ﬂiuurm.
but the pain of the bite was g0 intense
that he fainted, and the wound has since
so festered and swollen that the surgeon
has decided to burn the flesh with eaustic
and treat it as he would the bite of »
mud dog. Both the biter and the bitten
belong to the first fumilies in the city.

It wonld seem as though a man's beaxd
at least were his oyn peculiar property,
and that he had s right to dispose of it
when and where Le pleased withont
bringing upon himself any great smount
of troubie, Nevertheless, a man in
Evansville, Ind., lately did inour s deal
of trouble by sacrificing a luxuriant
beard which he had worn for years. He
went home after his wife had refired
and she screnmed and went into hyster-
ics, on which the man's own brother ap-
peared and fired o pistol at him, and
then knocked him down. Next day he
could not get a draft cashed at the bank,
and was even threatened with arrest for
endorsing it with his own name. He
thinks he will let his beard grow again.

Those little money-making speculu-
tions known as suits for breach of prom-
ise of murriage are still snccessful enough
to induce persons of the female sex who
have no better use for their affections to
invest in them. There was o case ot
Westminster lately in which it appeared
that & vencrable but ardent lover of
threescore years had become the deposi-
tory of the tender feeling of o gentle
maiden of twoscore, but he concluded
that she was too young for him snd de-
sired to give up the priceless treasure;
but no, must keep it or pay for it—a
curious commercial transsetion, by the

She placed the damage at $5,000,

was’.
and the court gave her §375,




