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CONGRESS.
PHILADELPHIA.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
THURSDAY, JanuaRry 26, 1792.

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.

On the Bill providing for the Defence of the Frontiers.
ueftion under counlideration, : 2

MOTION to ftrike out the {ccond feétion of the bill, which

contemplates the railing of three additional regiments of w-

fantry, and a {quadron of light dragaons, amounungin _all to thiee
thoufand and forty men, exclufive of comwiflioned officers.

In favor of the motion, and againft the propofed augmentation
of the military cftablifhment, it was urged,

That the Indian war, in which the United States are at prefent
involved, was, 1n its origin, 2s unjuftly undertaken, as it has fince
been unwifely and unfuccefsfully condoéted ;—that depredations
had been committed by the whites, as well as by the Indians ;
and the whites were moft probably the aggrellors, as they fre-
quently made encroachments on the Indian lands, whereas the In-
dians fhewed no inclivation to obtsin pollcflion of our territory,
or even to make temporary invafions until urged to it by a fenfe
of their wrongs : a proof of this unencroaching difpofition on their
part, plainly appeared in their conduét, after the viétory they late-
ly obtained over our troops; for, when, flufhed with fuccefs, they
might have fwept the country before them, and penetrated as fgr
as Pittfburgh, they contented themfelves with the advantage they
had gained over their invaders, and did not attempt to invade our
territories in return, although there was no where at hand a fuffici-
ent force to check their career.

The mode of treating the Indians in general, was reprobated as
unwife and 1mpolitic; the Indians are with difficulty to be re-
duced by the fword, but may eafily be gained by juftice and mo-
deration’: and although their cruelties are alleged as reafons for a
different condud, and the fufferings of the white people patheti-
cally deplored, thefe narratives, (it was faid) are at beft but ex-
paite ewdence ;—we hear nothing of the fufferings of the Indians
but if Cornplanter’s fpeech were read, it would fct the matter in a
very different point of view, and turnifh a complete anlwer to
all the charges of their accufers. : :

Peace (it was fa1d} may be obtained from the Indian tribes, at a
much lefs expenfe than would be neceffary for the fupport of the
war :—to perfevere in hoflilities, would be wafting the public mo-
ney to a very bad purpofe indeed ; for fuppofing our arms crown’d
with viftory, what are the advantages we may expett to reap trom
our fuccefs P—we can only gain pofleflion of their lands—a pof-
feflion, that muft long continue unproduétive of the fmalleft be-
nefit, as we already pofefs land fufficient; more, in faét, than we
will be zble to cultivate for a whele century to come.

Inftead of being ambitious to extend our boundaries, it would
anfwer a much better national purpole rather to check the Toving
difpofition of the frontier fettlers, and prevent them from too (ud-
dealy exiending themfelves to the weftern waters: if kept clofer
together, and more nearly conneéted with the old fettlements, they
would be more ufefal to the community at large, and would not
{o frequently involve us in unneceflary and expenfive wars with
the Indians : but if permitted to rove at pleafure, they will keep
the nation embroiled in plrpetual warfare, as long as the Indians
have a fingle acre of ground to reft upon.

If the citizens of the United States were recalled within their
proper boundaries, there they might, for years to come, cultivate
the foil in peace, neither invaded, nor invading.  As the country
progrefles in population, and our limits are found too narrow, It
will then be {oon enough to contemplate a gradual extenfion of oar
fronticr : but in the mean time, it is an idle profufion of blood
and treafure, to carry war beyond our prefent line of forts: it is
only expofing our arms to difgrace, betraying our own weaknefs,
and leflening the public confidence in the general government, to

fend forth armies to be butchered in the forefts, whilft we fuffer |

the Britifh to keep poffcflion of the pofts within our territory.

As long as Britain is fuffered to retain thofe pofts, we can never
hope to fucceed againft the Indians; nor ought we to trace our
late misfortune to any other fouree than her fill holding them in
her poffeflion : were they in our hands, the Indians could not car-
7y on their operations againft us with the fame degree of vigor as
they now do; forit is from thofe forts that they obtain their {up-
plies of arms and ammunition, with which they'can be, at all
times, plentifully fugnithed, as long as things continue on their
prefent footing,

Until thole pofts are 1n our poffi fian, it will be vain to fend
ourzrmies into the wildernefs. . A body of five thoufand men
fent out 2gainft the Indiens, under the prefent circumflances,
would be as etfe€tually defeated as the fmailer ones have alr:ad;
been in thofe wilds, our troops have no friend at hand, to furn: (h
them with {upplies, or to give them intelligence of the approach
“nd operations of the encmy ; whereas the Indians, receiving both
aid and information from theie friendly neighbors, can pre-con-
cert their plaos, and chufe, according to their own convenicnce
lhexplact ;nd \h;?cur ofgna:k, as they did before. :

t was here obferved b
ﬁ:efof < il w); an honorable gentleman on the other
thofe pofls ; and that we might have long fince obtai i, i
had only Yaid a feafonable embargo on a‘l;X the Britifhnls}(:i;:i:lfgv::
our ports; though he doubted, whether it would at prefent be
worth while to take fuch a ftep, as the Englith have loft (o great a

poition of our carrying trade, in confe iu
4 rying y onfequence ot the addiu
tennage laid on their vellels, 5 o

In tavour of the motion, i
even the war to have been
our ﬁde—ﬁlppoﬁng alfo,
for a continuance of hoft
neceflary or prudent to
been attempted in two |

t was further urged, that fuppofing
originally undertaken with juftice on
that the natioval honor and intereft called
lities ; yet, as it was by no means either
'ovade the Indian territory, as this had
ucceflive campaigns, and the event had, in
ry flattering profpeét
it was thought much
¢ to content ourfelves with defending the trontier ;

both inflauces, been fuch, as 1o afford no ve

irom a third expedition of the f. ind:
more ad\-llcablp o st oy
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ought undoubtedly to get pofleflion of |

and this might be done, without making fo great an augmentation
in the military eftabhithment.

The only ufe.of regulartroops on the froiuier, is to garrifon the
torts, and to have a flanding foicein the neighbuurhood, to form 2
sitation, to which the militia way refoit either for prote€tion or
fupplies: but asto allive fervice, the fronier militia and rangers
were pronounced to be by far pieferable to the regular troops, as
heing more expert woodfmen, and bewter habituated to the Indian
mode af fighting. To defend the fores, a {mall number of regu-
lars would be fufficient; the prefent eftablithment of two regi-
ments would, if gompleasted, be amply adcquate to the purpole;
and when aflifted by {uch forces as might at all times be colle€ted
ou the frontier, would be able to repel every inroad of the enemy.

Experience has proved, that the fudden aud defultory attacks of
the frontier militia and rangers, are ever attended with better {uc-
cefs than the methodical opcrations of a regular force ; the former
are better calculated for expedition and furprife, making unex.
peted fallies, fcouring the country in fmall badics, harrafling the
Indians, and mtercepuing their ftraggling partics, by whom their
motions are unoblerved ; whereas, when a body of regulars take
the ficld, encumbered with baggage and heavy artillery, the una-
voidable flownefs of their movements affords the enemy an oppor-
tunity of watching all their operations, colle&ing their whole force,
and fkuiking in the woods around them, till they can feize the fa-
vorable moment to {irike a fudden blow, which they generally do
with fucccfs, but which they could never attempt, if expofed every
hour to the unforefeen attacks of our wood {men, who would keep
their atteniion conftantly engaged in all quarters, and thus prevent
them from uniting in large bodies.

It was further oblerved by fome gentlemen, who even admitted
the propricty of invading the Indian territory, that to effcét this
with fuccefs, 1t was by no means neceflary to make fuch an en-
cicafe m the military eftablifhment, as that contemplated in the
bill : the mifcarriage of the former expeditions could not (they
f2id) be alledged as a fufficient reafon: forit is well known, that
the tormer eftablifhment was far from being complete: the regu-
lais, intendcd for ihe fervice of the lalt campaign, were to have
been above two thoufend two hundred ; the Prefident was belides
empowered to raife two thoufand five hundred levies in addition
to the regulars; and thefewould 1ogether have conftituted an army
of about four thoufand feven hundred men: had fuch 2 body
been employed, we might reafonably have expeéted much betier
fuccefls agsinft the Indians, whole numbers were fo far inferior,
the whole force of the Wabafh tiibes not amounting to above ele-
ven or twelve hundred warriors, who never could keep the ficld
forany length of time, but muft be foon obliged to difperfe, with-
out venturing an attack upon anarmy of {uch fuperior ftrength.

Inftead of this, our army confifted of only about twelve hun-
dred men, and ot thefle not above four or five hundred were regu-
lar troops.: befides, had even this force been fufficientif employed
in feafon, the delays, that had taken plice 10 the execution of
the plan, would alpnc have been fufficient to defcat the intended
purpofe. During the winter, the law was pafled for raifing the
additional troops (o carry on the war with greater vigor; the
whole fommer was {pent in the bufinels, and the few men that we
did enlift, were not raifed till late in the fall . coliefied at length
at the head of the Obio, they fruitlefsly loitered away their time,
till they finally ercéted a monument to our eternal difgrace and
infamy, °

Whatever troops are to be employed, ought to be raifed with
diligence and difpatch, if we with to avoid a fimilar mifcarriage
in our pext attempt : the army cught not to enter the Iudian
country, till their whole farce 15 complete-—difficulties however
and delay, equal (o thofe of feft year, may be expeéted in enlift-
ing the men and we {hall have the officers in pay a confiderable
time, without any foldiers : perhaps the former pay of the troops
was 100 low ; and proper effeCtive men were unwilling to ac-
cept of it ; if fo, let it be raifed ; let the men be well clothed and
fed ; and they will more veadily engage in the fervice ; probably
alfo the term of threc years was an obje@ion with many; who
would otherwife have joined our ftandard : if enlifted only tor
fix months, the ranks will be fooner filled ; and this ought to
have confiderable weight with thofe who advocate the augmenta-
tion of the military eftablifhment, as they cannot but know, that
if we fet about enlifting th: number of men contemplated in the
bill, and in the manner there preferibed, they cannot be raifed
time enough to render any fervice in the next campaign,

The information, contained in the report on the table, was not,
it was faidy to be implicitly relied on : that report was made by a
man, who had not perfonally vifited the frontier : others, who

been raifed laft year, they would have been fofficient not only for
the defence of the frontier, but even for any offenfive operations,
that might have been thought neceffary : fuch troops, colicéted in
the vicinity are more competent to the undertaking, than the
troops now in contemplation : no complaint had been made of
their conduét; whenever they were tried, they benaved as well
2sthe regulars, and in the aétion under General St. Clair, they
gave eqnal proofs of their valor. :

It was farther urged, that the frontier militia are not only equal,
but infinitely fuperior to any regular troops whatever, for the de-
fenceof the borders, and that they are in fa&, the only force
that can be effc€tually employed in expeditions againft the hoftile
Indians, whofe mode of fighting is familiar to them, and docs
not ftrike them with that degree of terror, with which it infpires
thole men who enlift on the regular eftablithment :—thefe latter
being colleéted in the heart of populous cities, where the face of
an Indian is feldom leen, hardly know; whether the Indian and
his horfe are not the fame animal : and when they 2pproach the
enemy, at the very firlt fhout, even before he is i view, they are
terrified at the idea of favage barbarity, awhich they have ever
been taught to refl:€t on with horfor ; and being incapabie of re-
filtance, they commit their fafety to flight. To prove the fupe-
riority of the militia, gentlemen need only contraft the difpatch
and {uccefs of the expedition conduéted by General Scott, with
the delays, difgrace and mortification which attended that und-r
General St. Clair, and confiderthe difference of the expence on
thofe two occalions :

The expence of fuch anarmy as the bill contemplates, is an
objeét well worthy of ferious confideration, efpecially at the pre-
fent moment, when there is fcarcely a dollar in the treafury.
Gentlemen would alfo do well to'advert to the progrefs of this
bufinels, and confider where they were likely 1o ftop, if they
went onat the prefent rate : —at firft, only afingle regiment had
been raifed, and the expenfle was about 100,000 dollats; a fecond
wasafterwardsadded, which {welled the expenfe to about 300,000;
and now a ftanding force of 5168 men is contemplated, at an an-
nual expence of above a million and a quarter, Can this be jf-

tified in the prefent fate of our finances, when it is well known

had been on the {pot, were of opinion, that if 2000 levies had |

that the Secretary of the Treafiry, having been requefted by the
members from a pasticular State, to build a light-houfe on a’ part
of their coaft, declined the undertaking, and alledged the want
of funds, as the reafon ? ,

Our refources however might be made to anfwer for the fup-
port of fuch a force as that, which was intended for the fervice of
the preceding year, and there would be little complaint or diffatis-
fattion among the people = very few murmurings were heard a-

gainfl the former eftablifhment : but fuch a one as is now con- +

templated, will be thought extravagant, will breed difcontent
among the citizensof the United States, and perhaps afford our’
neighbors in Canada an opportunity to take advantage of our di-
vided fituation, and involve us in a war more dangerous than the
former which feparated us from Great-Britain, e
Apprehenfions (it is faid) are entertained, that the obje€t con-
templated in raifing thofe additional troops, is not fo much to
punith and coerce the Indians, asto have a ftanding regular force
equal to whatthe Britifh have on this continent. This is faidto -
amount to about fix thoufand men, including thofe in Canada:
but it isto be remarked, that the Britifh nation has not above one
thoufand men within the limits of the United States ; aud yet
with this handful of troops, they not only keep the Indians in
awe, but even, in oppofition to the withes of the United States; -

retain polfeflion of thofe pofts, which thould have been ceded to

us purfuant to the terms of the treaty :—why then is it neceffary,
for the purbofe of eftablithing polts and garrifoning them, to en-
creafe the ftanding force to fo large anumber, as that contempla-
ted in the claufe under confideration ?—During our late arduous
{iruggle for liberty, when we had to cope with the moft powei-
ful nation under heaven, the commander in chief had never at
any one time above ten thovfand men, under his own immediate
command ; and if with fo {mall a force, we were able to effeét {o
glorious a revolution, there can be no neceflity of going
lengthsat prefent, for the fake of eftablifhing a military charac-
ter—t is ftrange policy indeed, to raife five or fix thoufand men,
to oppofe a handful of Indian banditti, whofe utmoft amount does
not, from the documents on the table, appear to exceed twelve
hundred. {

We are preparing to {quander away money by millions : and
no ove, except thofe who are in the fecrefs of the cabinet, knows
{or what realon the war has been thus carried on for 3 years i—
but what funds are to defray the encreafed expenfe of maintaining
fuch a force as is now contemplated P—The excife is both _unpo-
pular and unproduétive :—the impoft dutics have been raifed as
high as is confiftent with prudence : to incieafe them would
be but to open a door for fmuggling, and thus diminifh their
produétivencls: and if thofe fources of revenue fail, if our finan-
ces be thus exhaufted in unneceflary wars we fhall be unable to fa-
tisfy the public creditors, unlefs recour{e be had to new taxes,
the confequence of which may, with jult reafon; be deplored ;
whereas, 1f we but keep our expences wichin bounds, if we nurfe .
our finances, we fhall be refpeétable among the nations of the
carth, nor will any nation dare to infult us, or be able to do it
with impunity. e e e

During the courfe of thefe obfervations, an honorable ﬁmle.
man afked, whether this was a day fet apart for' rhetorical flour-
ifhes, asthe galleries were open, and he faw the hort-hand wri-
ters flationed at their different pofts ? o - :

At an early ftage of the debate, an honorable gentleman had
fuggefted, that, inftead of paffing alaw for raifingat all events
the additional regiments, which, for his part, he did net think
neceffary, the houfe (if they finally cetermined the prefent efta-
blifhment to be infu iecu}' would perhaps do better to appro-

priate a certain fum of money, to enable the executive to call in
fuch additional aid,as circumlhncq may require, s R

To this it was objeéted, that it is the duty of the reprefenta-
tives of the people 1n all appropriations of the gub‘ﬁc money, to
make them for certain fpecific purpofes ;—to aét otherwife on the
prefent occafion, would be fetting a precedent, that might, }‘l 5
conflequences, prove highly injurious : for, although the gre
confidence may fafely be repofed in the virtue and integrity of
him who now fills the prefidential chair, it is ::ro ible to fore-
fee what ufe may hereafter be made of the precedent by his fuc-
ceffors, or how far it may be canied. | o 52 )

Againft the motion for ftriking out, and in favor of the propo-
fed augmentation of the military eftablifhment, it wasurged,

That as to the juftice of war carried on againft the Indian tribes,
that was a queftion which could not admit of a doubt in the mind
of any man, who would allow that felf p\'efcrvuwn\ lml ‘l‘!u!lﬁ
penfable neceffity are fufficient caufes to jultify a nation in taking
up arms :—if the prefent war be not in every refpe& jultifiable,
then there never was, norever will be a juft war : it wu\‘cf i
nally undertaken, and fince carried on, not for the fake of con-
quelt, but to defend our fellow-citizens; our frichs. our deareft ~
connexions, who are daily expofed, in the frontier fettlemeuts,
to all the rage of favage barbarity, to which they, with thgl-t
wives and children, muft foon fall vi€tims, unlefls we fpeedily
fly to their affitance :—and although there are fome people, who
utterly deny the juftice of any war whatever, this doftrine, how-
ever fine in theory, will hardly ever obtain in praétice : for, is it
to be imagined,that any fet of men are of fucha paﬂ'gve difpofition,
as calmly to look on, whilft their fricnds and relations are butch-
ered before their eyes, and ta refule giving them every afliftance ,
in their power ? . . . AT e

The murders and depredations, which have, for years paft;
been repeatedly committed by che favages, loudly call for redrefs :
—from various documents of unqueftionable authority, now in
the hands of the Secretary at War, figned and attefted by the exe-
cutive and legiflature of Kentucky, by the diftriét judge, and
the captains of the militia, it appears, that from the year 1783 t
1790, there have been, of the inhabitants of that dlﬂﬂ&._ or
emigrants on their way thither, no lefs than fifteen hundred per-
{ous either maffacred g
two thoufand horfes taken away ; and other property plundered
or deftroyed, to the amount of fifty thoufand dollars ; and there
1s good reafon to fuppofe, that on the other fronticrs ot Virginia
and Pennfylvania, the number of perfons murderéd or taken pri-
foners, duting the abovementioned period, would furnith a T‘;ﬂ
ot one thoafand or fifteen hundred thore: :

The white people, it is true, have fometimes committed depre=
dations on the Indians : but the inftances have been rare [the ho-
norable pgentleman who fpoke, did not recolleft above one or
twe] of their making unjuft attacks upon the favages, nor did they
on thole occafions ‘commence hoftilities againft them, till qkaff :
perated-by the ftrongeft provocations, that could poflibly ftimu-
late the human heart : this circumftance may be jultiyallowed as
{ome palliation of the offence :—even in thefe inftances, however,

a few individuals only were concerned ; and when the affair
came to the knowledge of the State, ample reparation was e

y the favages, or dragged into captivity § %
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