HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
FRIDAY, July 23.

Debate on the amendment of the Senate to the Fund-
ing Bill, to affume a part of the State Debts.

Mg, Smiru. (S.C.) .
Concluded. :

HE oppofition to the'affumption was ftrongeftfrom the States

of Virginia and Maryland, and was founded in a belief that
thofe States would be coniiderably injured by it. It had been
faid that they had cxtinguifbed a counfiderable portion of their
State debts, and had placed the balance in a convenient train of
féttlement : the*Scate of Virginiazincluding Kentucky,he faid,was
a very largé and opulent State, abounding in interdal i cloarces,and
the exertions the had made towards the difcharge of ber debt
ought ndt to be cftimated by a comparifon with other States, but
by-a reference tor her own fizc amd. ftrength : excrtious which
might appear confiderable when put in oppofition’ to thofe of
fmaller States, would perhaps’ appear of. lefs importance when
ther magnitude and valk refources werccontemplated.  The mem-
bers from that State had not informed the heule how*much of her
debtthad been difcharged, tho' they had gencrally -{poken of a
large fun ; he had been informed that it did not i the whole
€xceed three millions of dollars ; now this was furely a moderate -
{fum to be raifed ia a period of eight ycars by a State winch, ac-
cording to a refpe&table ‘author, might without inconvenience,
cven in the time of war, raife 1,500,000 dollars annually. - But
Seuth-Carolina, a State of not half the fize and population, had
paid mare than three millions of her debt, although. {he had un-
qutﬁiontblry fuffered much more by the war. s

With refpett to the State of Maryland, notwithftanding fhe,
dhad fortunately efcaped the ravaging hand of the enemy, yet fhe
wis obliged to refort to her confifcated property as a fund for the
difcharge of her debt, while South-Carolina had, in purfuance of
the treaty of peace, and the recommendagion of Congrefs, libe-
rally relinquifhed 4 mafs of valuable confifcated property, with
which the might ldag ago have funk every farthing of her debt.

Upon invefligation it did not then appeay: that thofe States were
entitled to more applaufe for their exertions, or would be more
injured by the affumption than other States ; but admitting, he
faid, that their exertions have been confiderable, they will ob-
tain a credit for them in the final fettlement, and will become
creditor States in proportivn to their advances. The alluthption
will be faverable to both the debtor and creditor States ; the for-
mer will be relieved from their debts, and will not be compelled
¥o pay their balances by direét taxes which they otherwife muft
do ; the latter can receive their balances by no other procefs; af-
ter the affum ption, thére will be more creditor than debtor States,”
confequently there will be a majority in both houfes to enforce a
fettlement and payment. The advantages to the States in gencrul
will be coafiderable ; relieved from a grievous preffure of State
debt, and from an expenfivé mode of taxation, they will apply
‘their internal refources to the improvement of their manufaitures,
the opening their inland ndvigauon, and the encreafing of their s
‘expotts.

The non-afTurhption will be produttive of endlefs embarrafl-
ments ; {ome States were unable to difcharge their debts with the
aid of the impoft and excife ; how will they be equal to it, de-!
sprived of thofe refources, or having only a partial affiftance from+
the latter ? If the Union fhould refort to the excile as well as the
impoft, the States will have nothing left but direét taxation, and
{can thev with that refource glone defray their civil lift aud con- !
tingent annual eXpences, and fink their debts ? The States will be
fcompelled to carry on a'wdrfare of revenue againft each other :
ananufaftures prote€ted by duties 10 a manufacturing Sfate will*
be cruflied by a heavy excile in a confuming State ; exaiie will |
.be laid on impoft, and excife will be laid againft excife, "and the
people will be gfound bétween the rival fyftems. One of the
wprincipal caufes of the prefeat government -was the mifchicf re-
Hulting from a contrariety of commercial regulations in - the dif-
ferent States ; the non-affumption will renew thefe embarrafments-
,—will defeat onc of the main objels of the conftitution, and be’
repugnant to its very principles ; the mceting at Annapolis had in |
.vi:w a miform fyftem of commereial regulations and duucsrand !
from that meeting fprung the prefent conftjtution. - The rejection d
of this meafure wall induce a repetition « f a}k thofe ¢lathing fyf-4
tems which were {o injurious to our tradeand maautaétures.

Asthe affTumption relates to the government of the United States, |
there can be no doubt that viewing it as a federal queftion, it will }
be a mealure, which will: contributeto the more durable anion' 6f |
the States and will -greatly facilitate the collgétion of the revenae.
It will be juff and politie : Jult, becaufe the «xpences wereincur-
red in the common caufe, and ought to bejpaid from the com-{
mon treafury ; and becaufe Congrefs are cxclufively poflelled of
the beft refources of the country ;. politic, becaufe the State f{yf-|
tems of revenne will obftruét and injure the national {yltem and |
,ympai~ the credit’ of the United States, Thefe conliderations
“fhould have weight with thofe who are {pecially appointed to ad-
_minifter this government.—In « great wational queflion they |
fhould not futfer local confiderations to warp their judgment and !/
“influence a vote on which perhaps the very exiftence of theunion
 may depend.  Will it be denied-that there “will'be a clafhing be- |
. tweeu the States on the fubjeét of taxes and excifes, thatthere will!l
" be heart burnings on the:part of the State creditors who will be!
left deftituce while ample provifion is made for the continental
“greditors ; that'many of ‘them will not only connive at frauds inl
" tYie revenue, but will evén promaote them torreduce the continent-{
Ual creditor to a lcvel with themfelves, that fmuggling, inftead of

being vicwed asa erime againit the union, will be deemed an in-
nocent adt, and even become popular ; becaule thofe who think
thimitelves abandoued by the government will feel themfelves jufs
tified in thwarting the colle@tionmof a revenue which is to be dif:
tributed with {6 partial ‘a hand ; fhall one creditor be ruined bed
caufe he havpened to: be a citizeo of a State, diftant from the red
fidence of Congrefs, and received State fecurities, while nnothcr1
perhaps lefs meritorious (for he niight vot have been a voluntary,
creditor) will have the prin¢ipal and intereft of his debt wel
funded, and a conformable fubfiftence provided for the remainde
of his days ? Shall the bare circumftance of a continental com
miflianer not going inta a diftant State till a confiderable titme af.
ter the peace, to liguidate;the claiwns of its’ citizens, deprive them)
of a compenfation for their fervices, or a retribution tor thei
property employed in the common caufe ? Or fhali the fufferings
of a State dwing the war be aggravated at'the peace, by faddling
her with the payment of alarge debt incurred for'general purpo-
Jes ? When thele refle€tions rufhion the minds of the State cres
.ditors, .wonld it be furprifiug that-they fhould-abhor a- governg
amept by which they thall be treated witlt fuch palpuble injultice
ut it 15 contgnded that juftice will he done them by lcavin;
the payment of their demands to the feveral States ? And that juf:
tice will be alfo done tg thofe Siptes which havemade greater ex4
ertions than sthers on-a final fettlement of accounts. With ref3
peét to the latter SBTErvation, 1 éannot be urged with ﬁnfcrit%
by thofe who hidve d™iared themfelves purfuaded that*no fettl
mment will ever take plase, and who have relied on ‘that circumd
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flance as an argu ment againt the allumption, becaufe, fay thely. It
is unjuft that the States which have made confiderable cfforts in:e
the peace todilcharge their debts, fhonld be taxed a fecond time
to contribute towards the debts of other States ; when this ob-
jeétion is obviated, by telling them that on a final fettlement of
accounts, they will have credit for thefe payments, aand. that the
fmaller the debt which is alfumed by the union, the larger will be
their balance as creditor States, they ridicule the idea ot any final
adjuftment of accounts ; now when it is declared that theallump-
tion isneceffary to do juftice to thofe States which made the moft
confiderable exertions to repel the enemy, we are referred for
that juflice to a final fettlement of aceounts.  But eitherthere will
be a fettlentent or there will not ; It there will be: a. fcldcmgpz,
no injuftice will be done by the affumption to the States which
have already paid'off a portion of their debts, for on fuch fetle-
ment they will have eredit for their payments with intereft, and
will havetheir advances refunded @ If therer will not'be a fettle-
meat, the argument in favgr of the alfumption s unanfwerable,
for it is the oaly mode by which juitice gan be done to the States
which were molt expoled to the attacks of the enemy, and made
the greate® advarices in the common defence.  Bat ifithere be no
fettlement, I fhall be-afked how is retribution to be made to the
‘States which haye cancelled part of their debts figce the war; will
not the alfumption be igjurious.to them ? I anfwer ina confider-
ably fmaller degreetifan the nou-affurption to the others ; becaufe
their ability to difcharge part'of ' their debt fince the peace is a
ftrong proof that they fumncd little injury by the war; and al-
though they fhould contgibute to the difcharge f the debes of the
{uffering States, it vioulg@e no mare than equalizing the expences
and burdens of war. 48 however inquire by, what extraor-
dinary exertions fome States' have reduced their debts, and if in
the progre(s of our inquiry we fhould find that thigy have got rid
of their debts, in fome inftances with little difficalties to them-.
felves, and in others with little, bepefit to their creditors;, we fhall
not be ready to allow them fo much merit for their exertion as
they wifh to obtain.—Séme have paid no intereft to their cry-
ditors for a number of years; but hive cut down the ‘capital of
the debt at once, by a faleof confifested property, or vacant and
ufclefs lands-—In this cafe the State made no exertions ; -her citi-
zeus were not taxed, por was her government put to any incon-
venience or difficulty—thic property of her enemies, which' Con-
grefsat the peace recommended o/ them o reftoré, or inappro-
priated back lands were applied “to ‘the-dif¢harge of the debt,
while the creditor, after waiting feveral years'without receiving
auy interefl on his certificate was obliged to receive the principal
-in confifcatéd property of wild lands, at an extravagant price.
Others have difcharged’ their debts with depreciated ‘paptr or'by
taxes payable in the prineipal of.their debt, or by other arrange-
ments as little burdenfoine to'the State as advantageous to the cre-
ditor. No material injury thercfore can refult to thede. States,
even fhould they never have credit for fuch payments.

Mr. Smith then obferved, that the juftice, policy, expediency,
and even neceflity of the affumption being evident 1 every view
in which it could be contemplited, and the miflchiets which would
flow from a rejeétion of it.being equally obviousand alarming, he
trufted it wcu[ld on a further confideration be agreed to. A fund-
ing fyftein without it would ‘want the only bafis on which it could
ftand,; juftice and the confent of the pcople were necellary for its
exiftence ; fhould it appéar to them partial and unjuft;,its opera-
tion would be embarralled and the continental treditors them-
felves would be the firft perfons to lament the abfence of that ne-
«ceffary ingredient without which it would be vain and ineffcctua’,
Hethen replied to fome of Mr. Jatklon’s obfervations.

REMARKS ON. THE ‘ENGLISH LANGUAGE,

IN vulgar fpecch, the word got an{wers a great variety of pur-
pofes’s A man has got a hotfe ; has got his houfe dofie :+has
got his leg'broke ; has got his wheat to reap ; has zot to go to
work : A boy has got g get hisleffon, or has got hislcfTod to get :
Ju thort, if T attempt tomention a thoufandth part of the ways by
which this poof gotis abufed, I fhould bave a tafk indced. Let
atly farmer who comesfrom his ficld and fits down to read this
papcr, afk him{elf whether it is not quite as cafly to fay he has a
kor [z, as to {ay, he has got a horfe, and cafier to {ay he mufl go, than
to fay, he has got'to go. Let me afk whether it does not found
better to fay, * ke mulk get a cart,” than to fay,  he has got to
getd cart 7 1f he fhowid thiok this a matter of no confequence,
I can only lofe'my labar of writing—no barm will be done.

Again; it is a cullom with our modeft country people to afk
queftions thus ; "you dont want any corn, doyou : You have not t
any rum to fell ,have you, you dont want to buy veal, do you? |
‘New-England people are much laughed ar, forthis fingular prac-
tice ; and 1ideed it is ridiculous, Let meafk our market people |
why it is-not juft as eafy to afk a queftion decently and direétly |
at once ; do you want tg buy veal ; ox, willyou buy corn ? One wuold |
 think it befY to finith the bufinefs diretly and handfomely. :

And here let me {uggeft to my countrymen alittle more deci- |
fion in'anfwering queftions. "If Iafk a man. a civil queftion, I |
want a dirk& 2dfwer : T'want no round aboyt indirect anfwers, |
fuch as,” I'don’t wuch care if 1 do; 1 don’t know but Twnll ; 1 can't]
tell whether I will or not. | There may be cafes when {uch 'an inde- |
cifive ahfwer is necelfary ; but if I afk a man to eat or drink, or |
take a“ride with mi¢, 1 want no fuch anfwers as; * Why, I don’t!
care much ifIdo.” i R 2 !

How wdny afz there left ? Said I to asman ftanding by me ;|
‘ne’ér dome, replied be.  Ne'eraoné, ne’er a one, faid T'; this'is not |
Englith,  Never a one, never aone ; this is Irifh orScotch, it “cer- |
tainly is not Englith, So when I.afk a man, how many horfes |
he keeps, he tells me, he keeps never a gne . This is odd indeed !}
But when he {ays he has fone, ‘this is plain intelligible Englifh.

e gti s ~ ' [‘dmerican Mercury.]

s JLONDON, JUNE 7. : .
OUR Conftitation if kept upon its original pu-
A7 rity, is far fuperior to any of the boafted
republics of antiquiry. In Rome; whofe conftiru-
‘tion was an improvement on the Grecian models,
the citizens elefed their Confuls, Pratorsy Tri-|
bunes of the péople, &c. but the Senate was an/
hereditary body, and all powers might be faid o)
be committed to their hands ; for thoughthe Tri-|
bunes, who fatin the porch of the Senare Houfe,
might give their ‘¢ Veto”’ to any law, yet thel
whole of them muft agree, as one diflentient voice
would fer afide the negative of the reft. Inthefe
kingdoms, however, we elet our Senators, and
were but the Boronghs reformed, our form of
conftitutional government would come as near to.

perfection, as any political inftitution can poffi-
bly admit. ;

When the ne

; ;vs of the late defeat of the Patri |
otsreached Namur, feveral citizens, well affected
to the houfe of Amftria, exprefled the higheft fa-
tisfaction at the event. This was imprudent.’

. But when' they faw a number of wounded men
brought from  the Patriot army to the hofpitals
of Namur, their ' exultations increafed, which
doubtlefs were inhuman. i

~Inthe uumoft 'confternation at the rumours of

a defeat, and enraged at the treachery and info-

| was accidentally kille

twelve Provinces of their privilege of making
Jlaws, or rather giving their aflent or diflent |

lenceof the Royal party, the populice aflem]
attacked, pillaged, and ,c__o'l'npfg 9?})‘ deg"‘%k
three houfes, be,l’o,nging to the Royalifts, "A'c
in the tumules, — C°
On the 22d, the populace a gini:ﬁl'éhibh’d'fﬁ" >
the purpofe of devaftation and reverge, but the
garrifon troops joined the armed citizensandde-
teated their defigns. Dl
The excelles were again renewed on the 2% ;
at night, and the houfe of a Bookfeller was
ftroyed, and himfelfthrown out of a Window.
An Irith Gentleman being lately afked whathe
thought of Gen. Burgoyne’s abi}ities,_tggiéﬂ <
—-¢thar, as a-military man, he wasa decentt rea Y
writer.” Being afked what he meant by tﬁ?t‘,“ﬁi‘ T
Patrick replied—** the General wrote a g@bi &Y
farce in England, and acied a bad-one in Ame-
rica.” ‘ g AL A
Nothing has yet tranfpired concerning Dodor
Warton's literary occupations ac the time of

i oo

his death. It has been %tﬁémlly believed that
he had undertaken a new edition of theParadife
Loft, at the particular requeft of his Majefty,
and as he-was vligrligxa‘liﬁ_edﬂboth in 931?" '!. ‘j
ralents and tafte to do houer to fuch a work, we !

Langr

hope to hear that it is ar leaft in fuch a ﬁate’:ﬁ%
advancement as to admit of publication. =~
COALITION srTweEeN FRANCE anD SWN"
, AND ' . 1
: ITS NATURAL EFFECTS: He
The Grandees of Spain about 300 years ag
fo)d the liberties of the people to the then Mo-
narch, the ancient confticution of every prqivﬂ’s
being governed by its own peculiar laws wa
abolifhed, and a new fyftem adopted, which
obliged the Nobility, Clergy, and Reprefenta-
tives of the people to meet, confirm, and record =
the decrees of the Sovereign, without ,all'oﬁ‘in;‘
them anegative on any occafion. e,
- This arbitary mode feemed fo well formed for
carrying into execution the oppreflive views of
tyranny, that Cardinals Richlieu and Mazarine,
effected its eftablifhbment in France, deprived the
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arrets, pafled by the King for the Government of
the Empire, and thereby made France a Monar-
chy as abfolute as Spain in every other refped,
except on the point of deciding upon civil adg
ons. . A : € g
. The riots in Dublin have been of a very alarm-
ing nature, the election mobs feepingall befor
them. Several perfons have loft their lives
confequence of the Military being obliged to fi
on the deluded hirelings of the partyin that
kingdom. I he ele&ion for the ci(l;" of Dublin,
concluded fomething like our Weftniinfter elec-
tion, the mobility of weavers polling over 2
over again, in confequence of which, the
of Leinfter’s brother, and Mr.Grattan, have bﬁ&
returned by alarge majority. The county
Dublin eleétion is alfo finifhed, and Sir Edwa g
Newenham and Mr. Talbot returned. Mr. Tal
bot is one of thofe independent gentlemen who
mean to {upport government. bl BATEP X
——— e e ]
ADVERTISEMENT. R ol
.PURSUANT toa Refolve or a& of Congrefs. of ‘the 10th dey
X of May, 1780, relative to the deftruéion of Loan-Office Cei-
tificates by accident ; notice is hereby givers to all whom it m:
concern, that on the ed day of January 1%80, the houlfe occupi
by the fubfcriber in Market-Strcet, Philadelphia, took fireand
was confamed, in which was lodged a numbes of Loan-Office
¢ertificates as pr. hift below, a]l which were deftiyed by the ﬁg
fire : Therefore if any perfon, hath any objeétion why the fai
Certificates fhould not be renewed, agreeable to the refolves of

Congrefs, they muft make them before the expiratio~ of three
months, from the date hereof. ¢ :

Inwaice of Loan-Qffice Certificates defiroyed in tlz%ﬁm(].':’y Fohn Holket
on the 2dday of Famuary 1780, . . 4
No.: B Ddlo
1636 1 Samuol Cooke, jun. New-York, . 6o#
1673 1 ditto. do. ° Goe

Dollars, ?’iﬁ 3

————

In teflimony whercof. I have figned the prefent for-
ey g HOL

A\

—

1778,
March 13.

lication.
New-Yok, Fuly 26th, 1790.-

PO BE LET,
On very low terms—and entered wpon . immediately, wntil the fitf of
¥ " May mext, . .
HAT elegant new TWQ STORY BRICK HOUSE, inbe-
b Bowery-Lant, formerly pccupied by Rosert Grissis
Livinestoyn, deceafed ; it has feven Fire Places with a good
Cellar under the whole Houfe—a convenient out-Houfe in the
rear, with a Coach-Houfe, and Stables ; for further particulars en~
quire of > MANGLE MINTHORN.
(2 w. . 1) “Corporation Dock.
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