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DISCOURSES ON DAViLA.——No.XVIilL.

; ; CONTINUED
L’un et P"aptre parti cruel également,
Ainfique dans’le crime, eft dats VPaveuglement, -
IT was ' forefeen, however; that the fuccels
would not be happy. The King of Navarre,
intimidated by the cﬁﬂiculfy of she enterprize,
acted with a delieacy, irrefolution’and complai-
{ance, dictate Wﬁ"{&t foftnefs and moderazion
which formed the eflence ofhis character. The
Guifes, outh;'e’.t:untrary? full of that confidence,
which proﬁﬁr'ﬂy-’igﬁ:«es, prépared to repell
with vigor theattempe that was made againft
them. In concett with the Queen, they repeat-
ed inceflantly fo the young ‘Menarch, that his
predecellors had always montified the Princes of
the blood, as enemies to the reigning branch,
againft. which -they. never cqueg to. operate,
fometimes by fecrer cabals, and fomerimes by
open force ' That in vhe prefent circumftances,
the King of Navarre and the Prince de Condé,
feeing themfelves To near the throne, under a
?ing of a tender complexion, who had no chil-
ren,.and whofe brothers were nnder age, fought
‘9nly to deprive him of thie fupport of his niother,
and his neareft gelations, thatthey might govern
Ximart pleafurd;and hold him i dependance, as
the Maires of the Palace had formerly held the
Clovis’s, the Chilperics, and other Princes inca-
‘pable of reigning. That perhaps there was no
crime at which they would heficate, even to em-
ploying peifon, or the fword, to open a paflage
for themfelves to the throne.. The King, natu-
rally timid and fufpicious, pre-occupied by thefe
artificial accufations, wiich were coloured with
fome appearance of probability, faw with an evil
‘eye, the King of Navarre, andreceived him cold-
Iy. In the audiences which he granted him, al-
ways.in the prefence of the Duke and the Cardi-
nal, who never quitted him a mdment, he gave
him nosobor dryanfwers ; zlledging thar he
was of age ; thar he was not refponfible to any
man foc his actions s that he was fatisfied with
the good fervices of thofe who governed under
hint; and rejected conftantly all the requefls |
and demands of the Princes of the blood, as irre-
gular, unreafonable, and made with ill defigns.
The eftorts of the King of Navarre ltad no bet-
ter {uccefs with the Queen-mother. - She knew
that the could not depend upon' the: attachment
which the Princes of tlie blood profefled to her ; -
zhat as foon as they fhauld obtain what they fo-
licited, they would excludé ber from the govern- |
‘ment, and force hér perhaps to quit the Court.
She judged moreover, thacit woald beimprudent
to ab:m%on the party the moft powerful and the
beft eftablifhed, to attach herfelf to the Princes
of the blood, wha had no certain fupport. She
'detéi-pined therefore to purfue her firft, plan :
but as fhe withed to preventthe horrorsof acivil
war, fhie propofed to herfelf, not entirely to take
away all hopes from the Princes, but to make
ufe of artifice and diffimulation, to divert the
King of Navarre, whofe docility fhe knew, from
thegeﬁgns which he had_ formed, and to wair,
from time and conjunctures, fome expedient, ad-
vantageous to the welfare of the ftate. In con-
fequence, fhe reccived him with great demon-
ftrations of friendfhip, and amufed him with the
faireft hopes. In the courfe of converfations
which they had together, fhe infinuated, thatthe
paflions of the King were eafily irritable ; that
he muft not be vexed with demands and com-
laints out of feafon ; that it was neceflary to
wait for opportunities more favorable ; thar the
Xing having pafled his fourteenth year, might
govern by himfelf, and without taking counfel
of any one ; that when he fhould find an oppor.
tunity ro manifeft his benevolence forthe Princes
of Bourbon, he would fulfil all that was required
of him, by the relations of blood, and would
prove to all the world the efteem and confider-
ation, which he entertained of their merit and
fidelity : that to changg, all at once, in the be-
ginning of a reign, the order eftablifhed in the
government, would be to give tlie' King among

“his awn, {ubjects,” the reputation of an ‘incon-

ftant Prince, without prudence and without
firmne®s : thar if aty employment worthy of
them thonld be vacant, he would have a regard
‘to the jdftice of thetr pretenfions : that in ber
own particular, fhe offered herfelf voluntarily
tomanage their interefts with het fon, to 'ei:%a e
Jkimy to grant them, as foon as fhould be poflible,
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| the fatisfaction ti\ey defired ¢ that it was ot de-

cent that the King of Navarre, who had always
evinced his wifdonr and moderation, thould now
fuffer himfelf to be guided by counfels, and
drawn into rafh meafures which were neicher
confiftent -withe his age nor character ; But by
waiting with patience, for what depended whol-
ly on the benevolence and affedtion of the King,
he ohght to teach othérs, hewso merit in their
due {eafons, the favor and beyi gence of his Ma-
jefty. TheQueen having fouid=d him, at feve-
ral times, by fuch general difcourfes, and per-
ceiving that he bégan to waver, compleatly gain-
ed him at length, by faying that they muft im-
mediately fend into Spam, Elizabeth, the fifter of
the King, who muft be attended by fome Prince,
diftinguifhed by his repuration and by his rank ;
that fhe had cift her eyeson him, as the perfon-
age the moft proper to fupportthe honor of the
nation, by the {piendor of hisvirtues, and of the
Mz}jeﬂy Royal, with which he was adorned ; that
befides the futisfaction which the King her fon
would have in it, he would find a great advantage
for his private pretenfions, by the facility which
he would have, of conciliating rhe affections of
the Catholic King, and at the fame time of treat-
ing in perfon of the refticution, or of the change
of Navarre.. Finally, fhe promifed him to em-
ploy all her credit, and all the power of the King
her fon, to infure the fuccefs of this negotiation.
(Foke continued. J A7 0 =

PHILOSOPHIGAL REFLECTIONS

ON THB.LATE !}

REVOLUTIONIN FRANCE, &
coufu:u_rno.vf

LORD STANHOPE, has thought proper to
pafs an eulogy en the National Aflembly,
for making no diftinétion between Catholics and
Proteflants, but impartially admitting both to
all offices of truft and profit 5 and invidioufly con-
trafts onr conduct with their’s, in reipect to the
Diffenters,  Bat if thelrte ive be confider-
ed, they will be found by no means entitled to
Panegyric.” By this affeted moderation, this
fpecious candor, this comprehenfive indulgence,
t‘wy evidently exhibit a contemptuous indiffer-
ehce for the Catholic eftablifhed church, and the
folermin decifions of councils and theologifts.—
This is'a dangerous unegnivocal fymptom of their
walady—a proguoftic and a diagnoftic of Athe-
ifin.

"On the fume confiftency of principle, Mr. Mi-
rabeau moved this fenate of democrats to addrefs
the king to appoint an envoy fof the fpecial pur-
pofe of jointly confulting with our adminiftra-
tion on the moft effectual means of abolithing the
flave trade. Did this {pring from the generous
fuggeftions of humanity ! Certainly not.
Treachery marks their proceedings; and the
ruin of revealed religion isthe invariable aim of
all their ations. For has it not been incontefti-
bly proved, by writers equally diftinguifhed by
genius, learning, and profound refearches into
antiquity, that the eldeft born of Ham, who was
accnrfed by his father, was called Cufh, ¢ which,
in the Hebrew language, fignifies black. Ethi-
opia, under which name Africa is included, is
called in fcripture the land of Cufh,-and the in-
habitants, Cnfhims, or Cufhites. The negroes
therefore are defcended from Ham, l:iy his eldeft
fon, Cufh ; which accounts for the degraded fi-
tuation thefe people have ever continued in.”—
This reafoning is conclufive.—The Cufhites were
cettainly devoted to perpetual flavery, for the
wickednefs of their great pregenitor, Ham.—
Caufh himfelf was probably born black, both as a
prophetic defignation of his future fate, and to
tranfmit this degenerate color to his pofterity.

"The only fpecious objection to this very ra-
tional hypothefis, is obviated by the author of
Obfervations, &e. in an{wer to Mr. Clarkfon’s re-
probated Effay. ‘¢ Itmay be objected,” fays he,
¢ that Cufh was born priorto the time of Ham’s
committing the offence againft his father, for
which he fentenced him and his pofterity to fo
fevere a punifiment—and thereforethe complex-
jon of Cufh céuld not have any relation to the
crime to be committed afterwards by his father.
In anfwer to this, I obferve, there is no impro.
priety, nor improbability, in fuppofing that the
blacknefs of Cufh was the mark fct upon him and
his pofterity, from the forknowledge of the Dei-
ty, of the crime, and confequent punifhment,
which Ham would commit, and be fentenced to ;

and as a feal of thag perpetual fervitnde to which

“fkius.

his defcendents were to be doomed by that fen-
rence. BT & ¥ ' :

Be this as it may, it is inconteftibly proved by
the celebrated author of Ancient Mythology, and
univerfally admitted, that the Europeans are the
fons of Japheth : It is therefore our indifpenfa-
ble duty. to accomplifh the divine predictions of
Noah, and to hold Ham’s defcendants in chains
forever. Butitis the avowed intention of the
National Aflembly to weaken the evedibility of
the facred hiftory, by emancipating the negroes:
However, 1 truft we fhall not be made the dupes
of this profane policy : On the contrary, I'fins

cerely wifh, that the corporations of Briftol and

Liverpool would fend outthereverend author of
the Scriptural Refearchesto the W elt-Indies, with
a cargo of bibles ; which may ‘be conveniently
ftowed in the flave-thips, as they are not now fo
much crowded as formerly. Let him tcachihe
unfortunate Africans to read and. ftudy the beok
of Genefis ; let thzir genealogy be condenfed inte
a fhort catechifin, fuited to their untutored capa-
cities, and taughr them every Sunday by qne of
the negro-drivers.—It is impoffible to fay what
a fudden and falutary effect 1t may have on their
unenlightened minds, to 4wew that their fuffer-
ings are folely owing to the wickednefs of their
anceftor, Ham. 1 : : . o
It will conciliate their affections, and endearthe
fons of Japheth to their hearts;if they are once
perfuaded that we hold them-in bondage, and
inflict ftripes on them, neither to obtain any bafe
and-fordid profit from their burning reils, nor to
gratify the fudden impulfe of vindictive pailion;
butmerely in obedience to the decrees of Heaven,
to accomplifh the word of prophecy, as faithful
executors ro the laft will'and  teftament of Noah,
our commeon progenitor, the:fecond father of
mankind. : r sannndl
Monf. Volney, indeed, would fain perfoade us,
on the authority of Herodotus, that the Egyp-
tians, celebrated both in profane and faered hif+
tory, were blacks—and rhence artfully infinvates
that we do not abfolurely derive ouriintelletual
fepeviority over them from'the whitenefs of our
But, even on this hypothefis, though the
Egyptians might have been of a dark color, yet
they werenot of fo deep adye as the defcendants

t

of Cufh, nor was their hair fo foft and woolly;

which makes an eflential difference between them.

‘Befides, it has been conjectured by the Abbe Spa-

lanzani, and demonfltrated by a late diffection ac
Jamaica, that che cellular membrane, on which
the color of the epidermis or outer cuticle depends
is wondroulfly extended overthe brain of the ne-
groes, and completely wraps up the cerebrum and
cerebellym in its curious net-work.  Gonfequent-
ly, the impreflion made by external “objects on
the /znforium is rendered lefs diftinét by pafling
through this reticular ezvelope, the nervous fen~
fibility thereby blunted, and the rational facul:
ties weakened. By this aftonithing contexture
of thereafoning organ, the polterity of Ham, and
the fons of Japheth, are fpecifically diftingunifhed
from each other. The former cannot feel o ex-
?uiﬁtely as the latter, either intellectually or fen-
itively ; and yer, by this admirable contrivance;
they are graciouily fitted for that flate of degra-
dation and flavery, to which they are perpetually
devoted. _ L ‘ :
It will give me great pleafure if this fingular
difcovery fhould afford the leaft iatisfaction to
thofe whofe'generous, but mif-applied fympathy
has carried them beyond all bounds of prudence
and difcretion on the fubject of the flave-trade.~
They may now reit aflured that the negroes da
not fuffer more'than they canbear. The dulluefs
of their underftandings, and the bluntnefs of
their fenfations, (originating from the fame
caufe) alleviate their tranfient miferies, and pro-
tionably fhield and protect them from-that pun-
gency of mental and corporeal pain they would
otherwife feel from incidental acts of feverity,
to which a ftate of flavery muft fometimes expofe
them. This anatomical defeription of the pro{,om-
Eation and extenfion of the fubcutaneous mem-
rane over the brain, fhould be explained to the
blacks, in familiar untechnical language by the
furgeon of the plantation, whoalways charitably
vifits and attends them after every punifhment—
as they are always humanely indulged with fome
hours reft and relaxation,to repair their exhauft-
ed ftrength and fpirits. When they have once
attained a clear fcientific conception of this phe-
nomenon from the furgeon,the clergyman fhould

then explain the fnal cax/fz of it te his catechus
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