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THE TABLET.——No. CXXXVIIIL.
(Omitted in eur laft.)

<< ltis eafier to know mankind in gencral than a-
@y one man in particular.”’

'MY neighbor Sciomnis is thought by his ac-
quaintance to have a very philofophic way
of thinking. I can never hear him converfe
withoat &didiring his ralents, and being enlight-
ened by his information, Itis remarked of b,
that he has made human nature the chief object
of his ftudy. Nor do 1 conceive, it is paying
him too high a compliment to fay, that he can
analize all the fprings and properties of the foul
with as much fkill and propriety, as the ableft
artift can define the machinery of a watch. Yet
my good neighbor has always been unfortunate
in his moft intimate connections, and has fuffer-
«d innumerable vexations from the infincerity
and ficklenefs of his friends,  Perhaps no man
has been more frequently deceived in his opinions
‘of individuals, or {marted more feverely by lift-
ening tp the impulfes of credulity. . |

1 have had the curiofity to fearch out the caufe,

why a perfonfo apparently fagacious, is often the
dupe of thole, who are, in all refpecis, inferior to

“himfelf. Itisdifficulttoatlignareafon,why aman
. who difcovers fo much difternment, when {peak-

ing of mankind in the aggregate, fhould in all
his perfonzl concerns never rightly eftimate a
fingle character. A perfon of the noft flender
abiliries may eafily palm him{elf uponScromnis
for a man of folid underfanding ; and the moft
barefaced knaves have gulled him out of his mo-
ney, by fuch tricks and evefions, as fcarce re-
quired ordinary‘frecaution to guard again‘t. ' In
ihort, my learned friend is wife for every body
but himielf. He cantell his acquaintance, with
almoft a prophetic {pirit, how to eftimate charac-
rers and meafures ; and teach them with a pecu-
liar degree of certaimy, how to efcape the vices
and £olli are_floating ig.fociery. But he
himfelf can fteer cléar of none of them. Il
fecrets are often brought to light through the
weaknefs ot fome of his aflociares ; and his hopes
are as often blafted throngh the kpavery eof o-
thers. y
1find the myftery in this whole affair t>beno
thing more tham tbis, that my neighbdr has
ttrong paflions aswell as a ftrong underftanding.
His feelings are fs irrirable and vigorous that
his reafon can never affume its full fway in di-
recting concerns of a perfonal natare. The im-
pulfes of fome pafiion beguile him infenfibly,
and foil that difcernment which is confpicuous
on occafions where he is totally dilinterefted.
His maxims and reflections bear the marks of a
comprehenfive genins ; while his life difcoversa
repetition of imprudent acts, which have flowed
from a heart fufceptible to the flighteft touch.
1f he happens tobe flattered he forgets at once
that flattery is an artifice ufed by defigning men,
and in the ardor of his vanity, commits himfelf
without referve to the infinuations of the flat-
terer. This looks very extraordinary, as he
frequently in the moments of reflection, expa-
tiates to his friends on the danger of putting con-
fidence in men of {mooth inﬂgnuating manners.
But why do I defcend to particulars in defignat-
ing the charader of Sciomnrs. Itjs fuflicient
to fay, that alihough his knowledge of human
navure is very acute and extenfive, yet he is fo
much the flave of whatever paffion is uppermoft,
that he is bgtrayed into athoufand indifcretions,
and expofed to innumerable difappointments.
He underftands mankind in the aggregate ;
while the application of his knowledge to par-
ticular cafes is erroneous and unfortunate.

DISCOURSES ON DAVILA.——No. XVII.

(conTiNUED.)

Ses mains, autour du tréne, avec confufion,
Semaient Ja jaloufie, et !a divifion.
f\T prefent we return to the narration of Da-
vila. The Prince de Conde’s quality of
Prince of the blood, and the want of plaufible

. pretexts, did not permit the Guifes, fo eafily to

difmifs him from court. They found, however,
a favorable occafion to fend him off, for a time,
till the new Miniftry fhould be weil eftablithed,
by nominating him Plenipotentiary; to the King
of Spain, to ratify the peace and alliance con-
tracted a little before the death of Henry 11d.
He quitted the conrt upon this embafiy, and left
the neld open for the perfection of projects,
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which were as yetonly in fketches, The Queen
mother and the Guifes proceeded in the fame
manner with all whom they feared : Strongly
determined to confummaie their defigns, they
judged that they could not fucceed, but by ar-
ranging all the ftrong places, as well as the
troops, the finances, and all the refources of the
ftate, under their own difpofition ; fo that the
moft important affairs fhould pafs through ne
hands but their own, and thafe { their crea.
tures. Neverthelef, to thow thathey confulred
their intereft lefs than the pﬂ%@od and their
own glory, they didnotelevatet y dignities, peo-
ple without merit, and drawn%om the duft,
for fear they fhould be thought te make crea-
tures for themfelves at any rate : but they con

ferred favors only on perfons, who added ac-
knowledged wmerit to confpicugus bifth, and
above all, eftimable in the eyes of ghe people for
integrity. This conducthad a dogble advantage,
the firft, that the people commely applauded
t'hcir choice, and their opponent$. had no pre-
tence to condemn it : the fecond, that confiding
in perfons of honor and fidelity, they were not
expofed to be deceived, nor to fulpect their at-
tachment, as it often happens to thefe who com-
mit the execution of their defigns to people of
bafe extraction, or difhonored by their manners.
in this view, they reftored to office, Francis Oli-
vier,formerly chanfellor of the Kingdom, a per-
fonage of known integiity and inflexible firmnefs,
in the exercife of his employment, The vigor
with which heavowed anc{,fuppoqted his fenti-
ments, had caufed his difimiffion ffom court, from
the beginning of the reign of Henry I1d. and the
inftigations of the Conftable had not a little con-
tributed to his difgrace, “They recalled alfo to
council, and near the petfon éf the King, the
Cardinal de Tournon, who, in the time of Fran-
cis Ift. grand-father of the reigning Prince,had
the principal conduct of affairs. By thefe mea-
fures they flartered thé multitude, and falfilled

| the expediatians of the publig, mijhout neglect-

ing their own intereils.

The probity of the Cardinal and of the Chan-
cellor, had rendered them dear to the people,
who knew how often they had declared them
felves againft the multiplication of impofts,with
which they were opprefled. Moreever, difgrac-
ed by the intrigues of the Conflable, and recall-
ed with hondr by the Guifes, they muft, both

‘from refentment and gratitude, fupport with

their counfels, and all their influence, the pro-
jects of aggrandizement, formed by the latter.
Many others had been gained by fimilar artifices :
but the fame management wasnor ufed with the
houfe of Bourbon, nor with the family of the
Conftable. On the contrary, the Princes of Lor-
rain, drawnaway by the defire of annihilating
the credit of their ancient rival, and of abafing
the royal family, feized with ardor, every occafi-
on of diminifhing the authority and increafing
the loffes of their enemies. '
" (To be continied.)

From the AMERICAN MERCURY.
Publifhed at Har TrorD, by Mr. E. Bascock.

EW writings of the prefent day deferve more

attention than a publication in the Gazette
of the United States, entitled, ¢ Difcourfes on
Davila.”” The writer I know not, but whoever he
is, he is deeply verfed ina knowledge of the hu-
man heart and the fcience of governing. Fully
acquainted with the hiftory of nations, he has
developed the fprings of movement in politjilal
machines. Unlike lome noily demagogues, who
pretend that jealoufy is eflential to freedom, and
that the half formed opinions %nd local prejudi-
ces of every conftituent in the woods, muit be
confulted by reprefentatives in all their proceed-
ings, the writer maintains that men are all under
the influence of certain principles,which will war
with each other & produce difcord, unlefs they are
counteracted by a proper balance of powers in go-
vernment and by a vigorous executive. Some
men love to bawl about freedom, even in the
ftreets and on the houfetop ; but they are ufually
the moft fond of power who make the greateft
outcry about tyranny. Fame, intereft,ambition,
thefe are the {prings that muft be touched by go-
vernment ; and however we maydeclaim againft
titles, titles of office have an excellent effect up-
on governors and governed. The beft inform-
ed men on earth, asa people, are gove‘rned more
by imaginationthan by reafon.

PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS °
ON THE LATE
RE VO'LUTIONYN FRANCE,
AND THE CONDUCT OF
THE DISSENTERS 1IN ENGLJND;
IN A LETTER TO

THE REV. DR. PRIESTLEY.

By J COURTENAY, EsQ.M.P
PSSP o
QUO, QUO SCELESTI RUITIS P———Hor.
et

London, printed 1990.
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I AM not in the leafk furprifed that fome of the moft enlighten-
ed men of the prefent age, cqually diftinguifled by genius,
{cience, and tafte, are ferioufly alarmed by the dangerous and ra~
pid progrefs of democracy 1 France. We had indecd little to
fear, whilft they enjoyed that ferenc and tranquil ftate of govern-
ment, uniformly réfuliing from the unlimited power of a mon-
arch, and the feudal privileges of a numerous, po!}(‘hcd, and gal-
lint nobleffe, Whilft the various orders bf a pious, rieh, and
fplendid hierarchy anxioufly watched over the temporal and eter-
nal concerns of a docile obfequious laity, preaching up the catho-
lic apoftolic do@rine of pallive obedicnce and non-refiftance—in-
ternal peace, {ubordination, and fubmiffion, were the charatter-
iftics of that gay, volatile, and ingenipus people.  But now, /or-
refeo referens, they no longer acknnwlcd?c « The right divine of
kings to govern wrong ;" and inftead of bending their necks to
the vice-gerent of heaven, prefumptuoufly look into the facred ark,
queftion the conduét of the Lord’s anointed, and on abftratt meta=
phyficial principles (unhappily reduced into praétice) aflait the
unalicnable right of man to freedom : The fatal confcquences arc
obvious ; as it is a political trath, confirmed by the experience of
ages, that the tranquility and happincfs ofa weli regulated com-
munity can only be maintained by implicit obedience and uncen-
ditional fubmiffion. The vifions of chimerical {peculation muit
difappear betore the light of hiftory, and truth and reafon again
reflume their empire over the human mind. 1 fay then, ifthe
Athenians had quietly and judicioully fubmitted to the domin n
of the thirty tyrants, Critias, and his council of nztocmt: would
not have been compelled to (tain their hands in the blood of their
fellow citizens. Socrares might have faved himfelf and his coun-
try, if he had excrted bis abilities, like D=. H. by fupporting the
civil and ecclefiaftical cftablihment of Athens, inftead of proudiv
and obftinately difplaying that fa&iousand heretodox {pirit which
has always diftinguithed you. 1 Brutus, and his band of Roman
confpirators, had faluted Julivs Cefar, king, defpoti{m and feli-
city would have been ditfufed over the world, and an Englith
rclate® would not have difgraced himfelf, and his holy fanétion,
Ey pronouncing an eulogium on affafli pation, and recommending
the dangerous and daring tenets of a heathcuith ballad te our in-
genious vouth, in the infidious and captivating language of claffi-
cal eloquencc.—-—Bm let me, in thewoeds of Le:d Bacon, bring
this topic home to men’s bufinefs and bofems. If Mr. Hampden
had meekly acquiefced in Charles’ claim to fhip-moncy, the nation
would have been preferved from the horrors of acivil war; ¢ tax-
ation, no tyranny,” would have become our political creed ; A-
merica might fill have flourifhed under our aufpices ; the uncon-
taminated loyalty of toryifim would have beenour own; we fhould
not have incurred the wrath of Heaven for fliedding the ‘royal
martyr’s blood ; we fhould not have been punifhed for that flagi-
tious aét by the revolution ! Nor have had a Prince of the Houfe
of Brunfwick to fuffer for our fins: We might ftill have enjoyed a
Popith liturgy, a Calviniftica Creed, and an Arminian clergy,
with all the fuperadded bleffings of an arbitrary monarchy.

The populousand flourifhing kingdom of Dahomey on the gold
coalt of Africa, is another firiking example of the invaluable be-
nefits of abfolute power. The King isthere a king indeed, being
the abfolute mafter of the lives and fortuncs of his Tubjefts?
¢ They are,” we are told, * a happy people, and have a great

it

| contempt for the fubjeéts of the neighboring republics.” A fumi-

lar fentiment is thus beautifully exprefled by a Tory poct : |
% Still to ourfelves in every place confign’d,
# Qur own felicy we make or find ;
 Thelifted ax, the agonizing wheel,
% Luke’s iron crewn, and Damien's bed of fteel,
“ To men expos’d to power, tho’ often known,
“ Leave reafon, faith, and confcience all our own.”
THe TRAVELLER.

I flatter myfelf, that I have already provedto your f{atisfation
by ¢xamples taken both from ancient and modern hiftory, and,
from recent fa@ts—clucidated by moral reafoning, -that the vicious
and oppreffive conduét of our rulers can only be effeftually’checked
and counterated by patience, humility, aud long fuffering ; and
that all our political evils folely originate from tumult, infurres-
tion and rebellion. Let us learn a leffon of wifdom from the un-
tutored favages of Dahomey ; they preferve their lives and pro-
perty from royal rapacity and violence, by a chearful refignation
of both to the nod of their fovereign. A reverend divine [Dean
Swift.] eameftly recommends the {ame {yftem of quietilm to the
fair fex, as an cﬁ)."ﬁual prefervative againft any poliible violation
of their chality. (To be continued.)

* Dr. Louwth—s Nam verendum evat ne guis tyrannidem Pififtra-
tidarum Athenis inflauraré auderet, wbi tn omnibhs comviviis, et @que
abinfima plebe in “compitis, quotidie cantitarctur illud. Calltftrati
nefcio cujus, fed in ¢ni% certe poeta, et valde bomi civis ?

« Quod idus illas martias e Tyrannofonis quifpiam tale alis
quod carmen plebi tradidiffet, inque Suburram, et fori . circudos, et in
ora vulgi intuliffet, alum profello fuiffet de partibus deque dominatione
Cafarum: plus mehercule valuiffet wnum Harmodit quam Ciceronis
Phillippica omnes.” Praleiiones Hebraice, f 15.

Thus celebrated fong hasbeen thus tranflatcd by Mr. Cumberland

I

He is not dead, our beft belov'd
Harmodius is not loft,

But with Tray's conquerers remov'd
To fome more hagpy coafl.

Bind then the myrtle's myflic lm?/r,"
And wave your fwords around,
fo:iﬁ they fruck the tyrant low,
nd fo-their Jwords were bound.
ORI 3

Perpetiial objells of our love
The patriot pair fhall be,
Who in Minerva’s facred grove

Struck, and fet Athens free.
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