: New-YorRk, MARCH 31, 1790.
N the 12th of February, at feven in the even-
ing, a tremendous fire broke out at Point
Pertre, in Guadaloupe, and was not extinguithed
till midnight. There were twenty five capital
buildings confumed, befides a number of fm-ller
ones—the whole lofs eftimated at fix millions
of livres. We are happy to add, that a number
of veflels belonging to the United States were ly-
ing inthe harbor,the mafters and crews of which
exerted themfelves in the moft fignal manner on
this diftrefling occafion ; and the affiftance they
lent was cftecmed fo important as to entitle them
to receive the thanks of the public by a committee
from the citizens of the town, as follows :

By aCommittee of the Citizens of Pointa Petre, to
the Americans now amongft us :
Brave and generous Friends and Alfies,

THE unfortunate perfons who have fuffered by
the late mercilefs fire in this town, feel them-
felves under the moft lafting obligations to you,
for your fo generoufly expofing your owit lives in
endeavouring to fave their effe¢is and property
from ruin.

Such as have efcaped the rage of this devour-
ing element, areno lefsindebred to you for their
lives—your prefence of mind,ftrength and refolu-
tion in arrefting its fatal progrefs, lay claim to a
lafting remembrance from every inhabitant of
this place.

This unfortunate accident was not neceflary to
prove, thatall mankind are brethren ; muchlefs,
to convince the French of your fincere attach-
ment to them.

It is the with of the committee that the addrefs
may, in the moft public manner teftify their grate-
ful acknowledgnients for your fervices on this
melancholy occafion ; and that a copy of the ad-
drefs may fo far merit f‘yonr approbation, as to be
{ent to the minifter of France, that it may be
forwarded and prefented to the reprefentatives
of the United States of America—And may a
people fo illuftrious and fo generous asthe Ame-
ricans, enjoy all the profperity and happinefs of
which they are fo highly deferving.

Done and concluded by the committee at Point

a Petre, this 18th of February, 1790.
(Signed)
Vian, 7. Cadiot Lombard-Rebian.
Blondet.

: Magagnos.

Delort. Buident 4
Iroufe. }Scc rys.

To the Honorable the Prefident and Members of
the Committee of the town of Point a Pétre,
Grand Terre, Guadaloupe, &c. &c.

GENTLEMEN. ;
We, the mafters, commanders, and mariners
of the thips and other veflels belonging to the

" United States of America, now riding atanchor

in this port, doacknowledge tlie receipt of your
affec¢tionate and polite addrefs, for which, from
this fingular teftimony of your allied friendfhip,
we beg leave to return you our moft hearty and
fincere thanks.

The many eminent and often repeated fervices,
that we and our fellow-citizens of Americarecei-
ved from your augnft nation, at a'time when we
were groaning under the tyranny and oppreffion
of Britain, will ever leave a deep impreflion of
gratitude and efteem upon our minds for the good
people of France.

The encomiums you are pleafed to beftow upon
usare W the higheft degree flattering ; at the
{artie time permit 0s to fay, that we performedno
more than a duty we owed to ourfelves upon the
principles of humanity, philanthropy, and good
will to all mankind. We are forry that the {inal-
nefs of our number did not permit us to lend a
mwore effectual aid in fooner terminating this
deftructive conflagration ; but, if our efforts had
only contributed  to fave a fingle individual from
diftrefs, we fhould confider thofe moments ot dan-
gerous exertion as the happieft of our whole lives.

Give us leave to add, gentlemen, that we {hall
ever have at heart the particular welfare, prof-
perity atid happinefs of the citizensof Point Petre,
as well as of this refpectable and flourifhing co-
lony in gencral. Long may youenjoy the happy
fruoits, and every advanrage and benefit. arifing
from an unrivalled commerce ; acommerce which
is at this momentthe envy of your neighbours, as
being under the protection and influence of that
benign geniuns of liberty in whofe caufe your na-
tion has fo nobly and confpicuonily diftinguifhed
itfelf. We fhall conclude; gentlemen, withex-
prefling our warmeft wifhes, that you may long
be participators in the bleflings of health; peace,
:m({)'prol})crity ; the patrons of honor and jultice
in your community ; and that our mutual friend-
thip may never afain be interrupted, by our vei-
fels being eycluded from the commerce of  this
port. With the moft ardent wifhes for'the wel-
fare of yourfelves and: your families—we rémain,
gentlemen,

With' every acknowledgment
of refpedt, your moft-obedient
and humble fervants,
(Signed in behalf of the Captains, &c.)
, JOHN STEPHENSON:

[(—404—]
The following Obfervationson GYPSUM, Or PLAIS-
"TER of PARIS, by Dr.Loc an, of Pennfylvania,
accompanied the Experiments, in our laft. 3

GY PSUM, which has acquired the name of Plaifter of Paris
from its abounding in the neighborhood of that city, is of
a ftony nature, yet foftand eafy to be fcraped with a knifes Itis
found in many parts of the carth in very great quantitics, forming
hills of a conﬁSerablc extent, as in the vicinity of Puris, in the
bay of Fundy, in Ruffia, and in many other parts of the world.
It 1s found under diffcrent appearances. : -
1ft. Chryftalized into tranfparent plates, which can be eafily
feparated with a knife, and which, in 1ome patt of Ruffia, are
faid to be fo large as to anfwer the parpofe of glafs. ;
‘2d. Of a fibrous texture, and compofed of oblong concretions
lying acrofs the mafs. ) . : e
33. Compofed of fmall chryftaline %r:ins; this fpecies is called
alabafter, when it has a hardncfs capable of receiving a polifh.
In the crata of Mount Mart near Paris, dll the above varieties
are found, and alfo a firatum of alels perfect matter filled with
{mall fhells : ‘a fpecimen of which I have in my poffeflion : I
have alfo a beautiful fpecimen of the chryftalized gypfum, lately

| brought from the Bay of Fandy.

Every Kind of gypfum, however differenit in eXterior form or
appearance, haveall a perfeét refemblance in their chemical and
ellential qualities. .

It is generally allowed that gypfum is principally compofed of
calcarious earth, but it isnot {o well afcertained with what f{ub-
ftance it is united, which préventsit from having the power of

uick lime when burrt. Regarding calcarious carth as forming
the balis of this fubftance, it may be neceflary to take notice of the
different forms under which calcarious earths appear

That which is in the greateft quantity, and properly called cal-
carious, is diftinguifhed from the reft from the effe& which fire
has upon it, in converting it into a quick lime; allothers fhould
rather be termed alkaline abforbents. Calcarious earth appears
in a variety of forms ; there are very confiderable ftrataof it in
the bowels of the earth, as marble, I;menonc, and chalk, which
differ ouly in thé degree of purity or mode of concretion.

It is often found in veins filling up the rents or cavities of mioun-
tains, and is called calcarious fpar : fome of which contain a
quantity of this earth, but not in a pure ftate : fome are perfeétly
tranfparent : and from being found in Iceland, are called Iceland
cryflals,

)']‘hc matter with which animal and vegetable fubftances are in-
crufked, or penetrated by the waters of particular {prings, fo as to
fetain their extérnal form, but lofe their nature and become ftone,
is generally of this Kind; and fhews that this earth is capable of
beng diffolved by water,and being introduced into the texture of
animal and vegetable fubflance. This earth alfo produces the
large pendulous columns and cones that are found hanging from
the roofs of large ¢aves, as in Derbyfhire,

The ftony fhells of all cruftaceous animals, from the coarfeft, to
the coral and pearl, are all coinpoféd of this carth, and a fmall
?uantity of animal glue. A vifaid fluid procceds from the fur-
ace of the animal, which becomes a tough miembrane, and gra-
dually hardens into thisform. The fhells of all kinds of animals,
together with all coraline concretions confift of the calcarious
carth, united with a fmall propottion of animal glue.

Marle is an alkaline earth, but cannot be converted to quick
limie : it is compofed of calcarious earth and clay : and its value
as a manure is eftimated in proportion to the quantity of calcarious
earth which it contains. Marles affume a variety of colors, but
are properly divided into {liell atid ftohe marle.

Shell imarle is compofed of the fhells of fhell fith, or dther a-
quatic animals, which are fometime entire, and often deécayed or
mixXed with other earthly fubltances. ’

Examining this matter as occuring in différent places, it may
be diftinpuifhed into frefly water miarle and'fhe rharle of fea fhells,
The firft is compofed of a fmall frefh water wilk or fnail : this
animal when alive is not cafily diftoverable, the fhell being much
of the fame color a5 the ftoncs covered with_the water, but great
numbers of them are to be found in many {mall brooks, particu-
larly in their paffage through'the low weét grounds; as'the arnimal
diesthe fhell 1s depoficed.

The fecond conipofed of féa fhells conftitutes much greater col-
Te€tions, and are found in inmumerable places now far removed
from the fca.—~That moft particularly defcribed by naturalifts, is
a colle&tion of this'’kind in Toaraine, a province in France, This
part of the country, where it is found, is computed to coritain 8o
fquare miles of furface ; and;wherever they dig to a certain depth
they find this colle&ion of fhells, compofing a ftrata of 20 feet
thick - The country at prefent is 108 miles from the fea.

The ftone or clay marles bear more or lefs arefemblance to clay ;
they are yery various in their color, and other appearances,’ but
agree inrcontaihing @ quantity of clay united with calcarious earth,
fo as to effervefce with acids—Thé ftone marles are harder than
the clays, but being expofedto the a&tion of thefun and froft, the
crumble into powder. which is eafily mixed with the foil, thougz»
fome of them require a very long time before they are divided
fine enough to be mixed completely with it.

. Thefé are the principal formsin whichcalcarious earth is found.
They all derive their origin from the calcarious matter of fhells ;
for we find relics of fhells in by far the greateft number of limie:
ftones, chalks, gyplums, and marbles.

In what manner thefe great changes in nature have beenbrought
dboat, will perhaps never be difcovered ; but they certainly in«
dicate a prodigious revolution in this globe,

We: know of no country where gypfum is mace ufe of as a ma-
Bui€ for grain : In'{omé parts'of Germany and in Switzerland, it
bas been ufed upon grafs. Monf. de' Lazo* 'Ky, in a' fhort ac-
count of the agricultare of Switzerland, inferted in Young’s an-
nals, vol. 8] obferves, that ¢ in Alface theit mcadows are well
managed, and I have been affured that they have a powerful ma-
nurein plaifter ftone, or gypfum, get burnt, but pounded to pow-
der.—An intelligent perfon who cultivates for his amufement, and
as anamateur, told me that the effe€t was aftonifhing upon clover,
and in general uch greater upon light than upon ' ftrong lands ;
itis fofure that {light failure muft not difguft.”—Mr, Young, in
a note upon the above paffage, fays he hopes he (hall hear from
R. S. on this fubjeét, it is animportant one.

By this niote it appears that Mr. Young, the moff initellirent an
beft farmer in England, is ignorant:of &c ufe of pﬂxm’gasnat n:li
nure ; although it abounds in many pasts.of Englard. Theyhave
lately renewed their farms, and made them very produftive by
the ufe of mirle, particularly in'thelight fandy lands of Norfolk ;
(prmcrl{y the worft; now the belt cultivated county in Engh'ndt
The bafis of marle and gypfum is calcarions carth; the one united
withclay, the other with a fubftance not clearly afcertained; both
have'their origin in the decay of fhélls, -

in 1 4 and when put h
ground produce fithilar effes,  Arable ground cqyfr‘::l:)i v:,i':h‘cif

ther; will'have oni the!furface a milky appearance during dry wea-
ther 3 both anfwer beft a5-a manure upon fandy, gravelly or light
H}l‘hds, andﬂwhcn;ppl'led-us a top drefling to grals or pafture lands,
they equally produce’a great luxuriancy of whi { ivi
the grafs a rich black cn%of. R s 5
From'the natural hiftory of thefe foffils an
moting vegetation; we midy’conclude that thev contain in them.
fglves a certain nounfhment to ‘plants; arifin fr’hrrfacnncemratiod
of the animal glue exilting im their original %taxd of thell fith'; to0
n;luchfpa;ns:apnot‘ be taken to enghge our farmers gcheraliy in
the ufe'of ‘thefe valuable manures. [ a g i )
o r-yebnry iy m gentlemen with great

d their cffe@s in pro-

Stenton, Oflober 3, 1789: GEORGE'LOGAN.

Read befofe the Agricultural Society of Peanfylvania.

PREMIUMS
Propofed by the PHILADELPHIA SOCIETY fi
promoting AGKICULTURE,for the yiar i7'9<'>.
Py

Fon the beft experimert made of a courfe of
crops, eititer finall or large, on ot 1¢fs than
four acres, agreeable to the Englith mode of
farming,—a piece of plite, of the value of to
handred dollars, inferibed with the name ang
the occafion ; and for the experimeént made of o
courfe of crops néxt in mérir,—a piece of plate
likewife inferibed, of the value of one hundred
dollars. Certificates to beé produced by the 26th
of December, 1 790. :

I.

The importance of complete farm or fold-yards
for fheltering dnd folding cactle,—and of the beft
method of conducting thefame, fo as to procise
the greateft quantities of compoft, or imixed
and manure, from within the farm, induces the
fociety to give, for the beft defign of fuch ayard,
and method of managing it, practicable by com. -
mon farmers,—a golden medal ; and 'f‘o'x‘;fh‘é‘ﬂ.

~cond beft,—afilver medal. The defign tobe pre.
fented to the fo¢iety by the 20th o ﬁ'é_’cé*lgﬂ',

1790: :
2 1I1.

For the beft method of raifing hogs, from the
pig, in pen or fties ; from experierice ; their fome.
times runningin a Tot or field not totally excluded
if preferéd,—a gold medal ; and ﬁ"”‘}‘g&“"
beft,—a filver medal. To bé produced by the
20th of Décember, 1790 d

fields to a more hearty ftate, within the fxmf of
comunon farmers, without dear or fa'r.-f‘qt -heéc
ntires ; but by judicions culture, and the applicd-
tion of materials§ common to the gereé
farmers ; foundedin experience,—a gold mq
and for the fecond beft.—afilver medal. ﬁ!]'o be
produced by the 20th of December,1790
v ‘

For the beft méthod of fecovéring worn-sus

For the beft experimeént, foil and other citcum-
ftances confidered, in trench.-plowing, not h'fs
than ten inches deep, and acécounts 6&5_@"' £
thereof, already made or to be ma‘d'o’, on not lefs
than one acre,—a gold thedal ; and for the fe-
cond beft,—a filver medal. To be p{-bgu'cé&by
the 20th December, 1790.

(To be continued.) . ‘
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SCHEME of a LOTTERY, for the purpofe of rail Sedn Thoi-
Jand Five Hundred Pounds, agreable to an ACT. of the Legi

ture of the State of New-York, paffed 8th February, 17g0. -
CHEM B

S
1 PRIZE of £.30d8 £.3008
2 wgg 2000
g _ o AP
8 s
3% 1 L 3000
y ?& 4’“’, ’
120 20° Cils
180 ¢ iy (R
7950 4 31800

lgg‘g: gﬁﬁ:;' s 25000 Tickets, at 40s. each, { 50000
.., . Subjeét to a dedulionof Fifteen per Ciit.
dTH E;Sbge&h?f this LOT‘T%RY Ednﬁo n’;'e‘ a part d:::‘
advanced by the corporation for repairing and enlarging the Cl-
TY HALL, fot theé E‘ccozﬁmbéaﬁo::‘f C%Ng,kt,;?mch A
fo much honor to the Archited®, as well as credit to-thé city. The
managers prefume that their fellow Citizens' will ¢ con-
cur in pro‘motinf the fale of Tickets, efpecially as the fuccefs of
this Lottery will relieve them from a tax, which muft otherwife
be laid to reimiburfe the cofporation. a
The above SCHEME is calculited id a mabiner'véry béaehcial
to ;ﬁ‘lye turers, there not being two blanks to'a prize. 2
he Lotsery,is intended to  commence drawing: on the Frast
MONDAY in Aucust next, or {ooner if filled;, of which imtly
notice wilFbe given, A Ii ofﬂ?c‘fo"rfud‘até'n‘ﬁmbérs will be pub-
liftied at the expiration of the'drawing! ; e
Tickets are to be fold by the fubferibers, who iﬂ"W
Managers by the Corporation, = p
ISAAc STOUTENBURGH,
Perer T. CURTENIUS,
New-York, 6th Mavch, 19g6.

Asw anan Hexnino,
Jonn PinTarD.

aaaileb oooady

S To. he;.8 O} Disserar ; ' '
At PUBLIC AUCTION, on the Firlt Day of Aexts nexty (it
o not difpofed of before, at Private Sale. bt
"["HAT pleafunt and valuable Place fo %l;‘ al-
led COLES-FERRY, now by the name of VAN DUZER'S,
on Staten Ifland, Richmond County, with two good' o
Pettiaugers for the ferrying bufinefs.” It is- a; beaatiful fitaation,
«and one of the beft ftands for a Ferry, or Tavern, on State ’
and an excellent Shad and Hﬂ’r'i'n&' Fifhery within go (ylg fmf lhi'
door, Black-Fifh, and all other kind of Fifh in their feafon, I
is likewife the beft and moft'convénient. Ferry to-Long-fland
where a number of affengers pafs and répafs.  Ivlieswithin tw
miles of the' PoinmfPthe'N arrows,and berween 8'and g miles from
New-York. There is about 3o acres of excellent good Landychicl-
lz: Meadow, with a'very gbo&‘Wh'eLf,‘HoMc, Barnand Garden—
the whole being in-good: repair; It Wil alf’ miake 3 Bealtitil
Country Seat, fit for any gentleman. ;
For Particulars enquire of Joun AnpERsoN, cornenofilie
Exchanpe, or Chaxces M'Lean, White Hall, NéwYork, of
| of Meflrs By e&'ss'and’ R#r 1 Ly, Staten-Ifland, or of the Subfcri-
ber on :h- premifes, where the'conditions of fale’ will be madé
known. ABRAHAM VANDUZER.

 Statch-Ifland, March 6, 1790, . - .
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