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FROM THE CENTINEL.
Mr. RUSSELL, :

The following letter was receivedby the laft poft. ~ The manifeft defign of
it is to give information to the Citizens of ‘the United States on points
to which moft of them muft be firangers. ™ I do not know how better to
throw it before them, than by requefling the printers toinfert it intheir

Several papers. B. L.

CENTLEMEN, Dec. 7, 1789.
THE permanent refidence of Congrefs hasfurnifhed fo intereft-

ing a fubjeét for debate, in the late {effion of that honorable
body, as tojui]li.‘y us in prefuming that the individual citizens of
cach State muft feel themfelves deeply concerned in the eventual
decifion. Next to the great conftitutional queftion, which fo
lately agitated our minds, we confider itas an obje&t of the great-
elt importance to the prefent and future welfare of our country,
that ever called for a difcuffion in our national councils.

Such being the fentiments of the inhabitants of Alexandria and
George-Town, they have appointed us a committee to communi-
cate with the principal towns in the Eaftern States, on_this inters
efting fubjeét; and to give them an impartial and candid detail of
thofe circumitances, which in our eftimation, render the Poto-
mack the moft eligible fituation in the Union.

In compliance with their wifhes, we now beg leave to addrefs
you; with the fulleft confidence, that a free and manly difcuffion
will never incur the cenfure of Americans. We are, however,
aware of the objeétionsthat may be made to our reprefentations on
the fcore of felf-intereft ; nor, will candor permit us to difown the
many advantages we fhall peculiarly derive from a decifion in fa-
vor of the Potomack—but, if they be found ftriétly true, we hope
they will have their due weight, notwithftanding the motives to
which they may be attribated.

We prefume 1t will be univerfally admitted as juft, that the feat
of Federal Government ought to be fixed as near the centre of ter-
ritory as poflible ; fince population and wealth are circumftances
as fluétuating and variable as the winds, and equally undeferving
of attention, if permanency is the obje€t. The expenfe which
will attend the erection of the neceffary buildings, makes us hope
that this is meant. Some regard then ought to be paid to pofter-
ity,if a perpetual union is the with of all ; and to the hiftory of
emigrations, that we may not have a fimilar expence to encounter
in afhort time. That the river Potomack is nearer the eentre of
the Union, than any other confiderable river, and is more advan-
tageoufly fituated for preferving an intercourfe with the inhabi-
tants of the Weftern Territory, none can doubt; when we recol-
leét the anxiety the Englith nation felt thirty years ago, in confe-
quence of the poffeflion of this extenfive and fertile country by the
French, we think ourfelves particularly interefted, from our great-
ervicinity, in giving the inhabitants thereof no caufe to complain.
The fafety of all the Atlantic States requires the utmoft attention
to the continuance ofthis intercourfe ; as their independence and
feparation from the Union would beget conneétions highly dan-
gerous to our exiftence. Prefuming that the navigation, extent,
and produtions of the Potomack are not well known to many of
your citizens, it may not be improper to give them a full and juft
defcription thereof.

The Potomack empties into the bay of Chefapeak in latitude
37- 50. one hundred miles above the Capes : From the mouth of
the river to George-Town—the higheft part to which navigation
is praicable for fea veffels—is one hundred and ﬁxt,y miles ; the
depth of water is from three and a half to fifteen fathoms ; the
breadth of the river is from one to twelve miles : The navigation

is more fafe and eafy than that of any other river in the United
" States, affording every wheregood anchorage,and fine harbors from
its numerous creeks.

A veflel of twelve hundred hogfheads of tobacco burthen has
loaded at Alexandria, and one of feven hundred at George-Town,
The inland navigation is at prefent ufed twenty-four miles above
Fort-Cumberland : From thence to the Great-Falls is two hun-
dred miles ; thoughit may be made navigable to the mouth of Sa-
vage-Creek, eight miles higher. The prefent land-carriage from
the mouth of Savage to Dunkard’s Bottom, on Cheat-River, is
thirty-feven miles; from thence to the Ohio it is navigable ; but it
is very praficable to improve the navigation fo as to reduce the
land carriage between the Potomac and Weftern Waters to only
feventeen miles. As a proof of the facility of the communication,
we apprehend the authority of Mr. WarroLe and his affociates
in their anfwer to the report of the board of trade in England will
have fome weight. Dr. MiTcueLL too, who onoccafion of the
war between France and England, on account of the back coun-
try, was employed by the Miniftry to take an accurate furvey of
all the country, and publifh a map in confequence thereof, accom-
panied with a defcription of the country, agrees with thofe gentle-
men, in proving the ealy communication between the Eaftern and
Welitern Country, when it was lefs known than at prefent. Speak-
ing of the Ohio, they fay,  The country is well watered by fe-
veral navigable rivers communicating with each other, and by
which, and a fhort land-carriage of only forty miles, the produce
of the Ohio can even now be fent cheaper to the feaport town of
Alexandria, on the river Potomack, (where Gen. Brappock’s
tranfports landed his troops) than any kind of merchandize is at
this time fent from Northampton to London.” And Mr, 4”-
FERSON, in his Notes on the State of Virginia, fpeaking of the
connetion between the Atlanticand Weftern Waters, fays, ¢ The
Potomack offers itfelf under the following circumftances for the
trade of the lakes and the waters weftward of lake Erie. When it
fhall have entered that 1- ke, it muft coaft along its Southern fhore,
on account of the number and excellence of its harbors, the North-
ern, though fhorteft, having few harbors, and thofe unfate. Hav-
ing reached Cayahoga, to proceed onto New-York, it will have
825 miles, and five portages : Whereas it is but 1425 miles to A-
lexandria,its emporium on the Potomack, if it turns into the Cay-
ahoga, and paffes through that, Big-Beaver, Ohio, Yohogany, (or
Monongahela and Cheat) and Potomack, and there are but two
portages ; the firft of which, between Cayahoga and Beaver, may
be removed by uniting the {fources of thefle waters, which are lakes
in the ncighborhood of each other, and in a champaign country,
The other, from the waters of the Ohio to Potomack, will be from
15 to 40 miles, according to the trouble which fhall be taken to
approach the two navigations. -For thetrade of the Ohio, or that
which [hall come into 1t from its own waters or the Miflifippi, it
1s nearer through the Potomack to Alexandria than to New-York
by 580 miles, and is interrupted by one portage only.

There is another circumflance of difference too. The lakes
them{elves never freeze, butthe communications between them
freeze, and the Hudfon’s river is itfelf fhut up’ by the ice three
months in the year ; whereas the channel to the Chefapeak leads
direétly to a warm climate—the fouthern parts of it very rarely
freeze at all, and whenever the northern do, it is fo near the
fources of the rivers, that the frequent floods to which they are
liable break up the ice immediately ; fo that veffels may pafs
through the whole winter fubjeét only to accidental and fhort de-
Jays.” From the mouth of Savage to the {cttlements in the Muf-
kingum, weft of the Ohio, is about 140 miles. A good road

between thefe places is now opening, 1f pot completed ; “from |

the . Great-Falls to tide water, following the courfe of the river,
is fourtcen miles, and by land only eleven ; from the Great-Falls
to George-Town, is alfo fourteen miles, and to Alexandria feven-
teen, with good roads to each.
the Potomack produce tobacco, corn, wheat and cotton plenti-
fully.  The country above the falls is remarkably fertile, and
yields large quantities of hemp and flax, with the feveral articles
produced below except cotton ; the ftreams which empty into
the Potomack are many; the principal are Patterfon’s Creck,
which falls into the Potomack ten miles below Fort-Cumberland,
and is navigable twenty miles above its mouth ; the South-Branch,

feventeen miles below Cumberland, is navigable one hundred |
miles ¢ Cape-Capon, fixty miles below, is navigable twenty |
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' navigable twenty-five miles from its

The Jands on the lower partsof .
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miles. Conococheague, ninety miles below, is m'v:ga‘ole twen-
ty-four miles. Opecan, one hundred and five miles below, 1s
mouth, and within a few
‘miles of Winchefter, a flourifhing inland town. The Shanm]
doah, one hundred and thirty miles below, may with a fmah
expence be made navigable for one hundred and fixty miles, IF
is already ufed for a great part of that diftance. ~ The Mom_)caab{,
one hundred and fifty miles below .(llun.xbcl'_hnd: 1s mavigable
thirty miles above its mouth ; this river is within two miles of
Frederi ck-Town in Maryland ; one of the largeft inland towns in
the United States ; thefe feveral ftreams pafs thro_uih a country
not exceeded in fertility of foil or falubrity of airby any 1n A-
merica, if any in the world ; perhaps no part of America cag
boaft of being more healthy than the Potomack in general ; an
we have been more aftonifhed at the objeétions which have been
made to fixing the feat of government ont, from a fuppofed de-
ficiency in this refpeé, than any other ; the country 1s almoft en-
tirely high and dry, with plentiful ftreams of pure water through-
out the whole extent of 1t: And are not thefe the principal cir-
cumftances which conduce to health in every climate ? But we
afcribe the imputation to the general idea entertained of a fouthern
clime by the inhabitants of a more northern one, which is qnly
juft with refpeét to the country adjacent to the fea-coaft ; forit 1s
a falt we believe well afcertained, that the upper country, even in
Georgia, the moft fouthern State, is extremely healthy. But we
with to refer you on this fubjeét to numbers of your triends and
countrymen\l{ttled amongus; their health will prove t!le affer-
tion. The Berkely fprings, or bath, is fituated withina few
miles of this river, and frequented :2 the afflifted from all the
States, and much celebrated for its effeéts : Slate, marble, free-
ftone of the red and grey Portland kinds, and iron ore may be
had in great abundance on the banks of the river; indeed feve-
ral iron works are already eftablifhed thereon ; of coal too there
is an inexhauftible quantity near Cumberland, convenient to wa-
ter carriage, from whence the towns in future may be Tupplied—
With regard to fith the ir &lcnty istoo well known to require a
particular defcription ; fuffice it to fay that large quantitics of
herring and white fifh are annually exported to the Weft-Indies.
As to the defenfibility of the Potomack, we are of opinion no
river in America is capable of being rendered more fecure : Its
banks are every where high and bold, with the channel often
not more than two hundre§ yards from the fhore; Digges’s point,
about fix miles below Alexandria, and juft above Pifcataway creek,
isremarkably well calculated for a battery, asall veffels coming
up the river muft prefent their bows to that point, for the diftance
of three quarters of a mile ; and, after pafling, their fterns are
equally expofed, for about the fame diftance ; the middle of .the
channel there is not more than two hundred yards from the point.

Having now enumerated the particular advantages of the Po-
tomack, {uffer usto obferve that the commerce of the river on
which the feat of government fhall be fixed, will thereby be
greatly encreafed ; and propriety and juftice feem to require that
the merchants of every part of the Union fhould partake of the
advantages refulting from that circumftances, as equally as the na-
ture of the cafe will admit. Upon the Potomack are but few
merchants of large capital, and but very little fhipping; hence
the merchants to the eaftward would have a fairer chance of fharing
in the trade of the metropolis, than could be expeéted, if the feat
of government fhould be fixed either on the Sufquehanna or De-
laware, where the opulent and comparatively long eftablifhed
towns of Baltimore and Philadelphia, furnifh merchants of large
capitals, ready and capable of feizing every advantage themfelves,
and thus er.groffing the whole commerce of thefe rivers. Befides,
we apprehend it to be an incontrovertible fat that your produce
and manufaétures wonld meet with a more ready market on the
Potomack, than on either of thofe rivers. The fouthern States
are too much engaged in raifing valuable ftaple commoditiesto at-
tend to manufatures ; it willtherefore be a long time before they
can rival you in this branch ; while the inhabitants of Pennfyl-
vania have already made confiderable progrefs in thefe arts. The
preference given Zy Britain to the commerce of the fouthern States
before the revolution was founded on this policy, that they inter-
fered leaft with her manufaures : Ought not the fame motives to
influence you, who are anxious to fupplant her with refpeét to the
articles with which fhe ftill continues to furnith us ? When the
greater centrality of the Potomack is confidered, we think this
circumftance ought to be decifive with you, in giving it the pre-
ference we contend for. To usitappears evident thatthe produce,
manufaétures and fhipping of your country would be in much
greater demand on the Potomack, thanany where elfe more to
the northward.

We accordingly requeft you to take the fubje& into your feri-
ous confideration, and weigh maturely the merits of a plaee,
which befides its other advantages, prefents the eafieft communi-
cation with our weflern brethren.

We are, Gentlemen, your obedient Servants,

Robert Peter, George Walker, Bernard O’ Neaill, Benjamin Stoddert,
William Deakins, jun. Gearge Gilpin, John Fitzgerald, Charles Simms,
David Stuart, Robert T. Hooe.

MR. FENNO,
The following was lately received from a gentleman in Boflon—The
plan appears to be fimple, and a real improvement—and as it includes
a provifion for both fexes, its liberality and bencvolence muft recom-
mend 1t to the friends of the rifing generation.

THE SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION,
Adopted by the Town of Boflon, Oftober 15, 178q.
= HAT there be one School in which the rudiments of
the Latin and Greek languages fhall be taught, and {chol-
ars fully qualified for the Univerfities. That all candidates for
admiffion into this School fhall be at leaft ten years of age, having
been previoufly well inftruéted in Englith Grammar; that they
{hall continue in it not longer than four years, and that they have
liberty to attend the public writing Schools at {uch hours as the
vifiting Committee fhall direét.

11. That there be one writing School at the South part of the
town : one at the Centre, and one at the North part; that, in
thefe Schools, the children of both fexes be taught writing, and
al{o arithmetic in the various branches ufually taught in the Town
Schools, including Vulgar and Decimal Fraétions.

IT1. That there be one reading School at the South part of the
Town, one at the Centre, and onc at the North part ; that, in thefe
Schools, the children of both fexes be taught to fpell, accent, and
read both profe and verfe, and alfo be inftruéted in Englith Gram-
mar and Compolfition.

IV, That the children of both fexes be admitted into the read-
ing and writing Schools at the age of feven years, having previouf-
ly received the inftruftion ufual at Women’s Schools ; that the
be allowed to continue in the reading and writing Schools till the
age of fourteen, the boys attending the year round, the girls from
the 2oth of April to the 20th of Oétober following ; that they at-
tend thefeSchools alternately, at fuch times, and ubjeét to fuch
changes, as the vifiting Committee in confultation with the Mafters
{hall approve,

V. Thata Committee be annually chofen by ballot, to confift
of twelve, in addition to the Sele&tmen, whofe bufinefs it fhall
be to vifit the Schools once in every quarter, and as much oftener
as they fhall judge proper with three of their number at leaft,
to confult together in order to devife the beft methods for the in-
ftruétion and government of the Schools; and to communicate
the refult of their deliberations to the Mafters ; to determine at
what hours the Schools fhall begin, and to appoint play-days ; |
in their vifitations to enquire into the particular regulations of
the Schools, bothin regard to inftruftion and difcipline, and give
fuch advice to the Mafters asthey fhall think proper ; to examine
theScholais in the particular branches which they are taught ; and
by all propcr methods to excite in them a laudable ambition to

excel in a virtuous, amiable deportment, and in every branch of
ufetul knowledge.

WILLIAM TAYLOR,
Has for Sale, at his EAST-INDIA GOODS STORE,
No. 4, BurrING-SLIP,

AGencral Aflortment of EAST-INDIA GOODS,

Among which are the following Articles : -

BOOK Muflins 8-¢ 6-4 5-4 | HUMHUMS,
Jackonet do. I Long Cloths,
Hankerchiefs,of various kinds,|| Calfas,
Chintzes, Seerfuckers,
Ginghams, Boglapores.

A Variety of handfome painted MUSLINS.
With many other Articles, which will be {old by the Piece of
Package, low for cafh.

And a few pair large handfome Cotton COUN-
TERPANES, much warmer than Blankets.
JAanvARY g, 1790. 3 A

PROPOSAL,
FOR PRINTING BY SUBSCRIPTION,

M EMOI1I RS

OF THE

BLOOMSGROVE FAMILY.

In a SERIES of LETTERS from a gentleman in New-England

to a refpetable citizen of Philadelphia. )
(ONTAINING

Sentiments on a MODE of DOMESTIC EDUCATION, f{uited

to the prefent ftate of Society, Government and Manners in the

United States, and on the Importance and Dignity of the Female

Charaéter.
INTERSPERSED WITH A
VARIETY of interefting ANECDOTES.

CONDITIONS.
They will be printed on a good paper and type—neatly bound
and lettered, in two volumes, 12mo. and delivered to fubfcribers
at three quarters of a dollar per volume.

§F Thefe Memoirs are dedicated to Mrs. WasniNGTON,
her permiffion.” Having [een the manufiripts, and approved the plan,
¢« She heartily wifhes that every laudable effort to improve the
*¢ mode of education in this country may be attended with merit-
¢¢ ed fuccefs.”

(5" FROM the literary charaéter of the reputed author of
the above work, and a tableof contents left with the printer here-
of, being eighty-three letters on the moft interefting fubjeéts of
education, life and manners, it is expeéted thefe Memoirs will
prove a very valuable and interefting performance.

Subferiptions received by the Editor, at his office, and letters (fot
paid) duly attended to.

ADVERTISEMENT.

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF THE OHIO COMPANY.

HEREAS, in the opinion of the Agents, it is very much
for the intereft of the proprietors at large, that all the

lands of the purchafe fhould be divided and allotted as immedi«
ately as may be—And in order to accommodate them generally,
by the option of claffing as they may think proper, and drawin
their rights or fhares (where they may poflefs more than ones
either togethcr in contiguity, or by detaching and annexing them
to diftinét claffesor divifions (at their own eleétion) to give them
the greater chance for variety in foil and fituation—It is unani-
moufly refolved, That as foonas the exploring committee fhall have
appropriated the lands for donation fettlements,in quantity {ufficia
ent for all the proprietors, WiNTHROP? SARGENT,JOsEPHGILI~
man, and RETurN J. Me1cs, Efquires, who are herebyappoint~
ed a committee for that purpofe,fhall immediately makeout,upon
alarge fcale,a complete map or plan of the whole purchafe from the
beft information,which they may be then able to.obtain,exprefling
all thelands of the eight acre, three acre, city lots and commons,
one hundred and fixty acre, and donation lots, the referved lots
of Congrefs, fchool lots, and lots appropriated for religious pur=
pofes—alfo, the two townihips given by Congrefs for an univerfi«
ty,and the towns or fituations for towns to be referved bythe com=
pani for a future allotment.—That, all the refiduary lands thall
be, by them, the faid committee of three, divided and numbered
upon paper, into forty equal grand divifions of twenty-five fhares
cach, as like in quality as may be: That cach grand divifion be
divided into five fub-divifions of five fhares cach, and cachfub-
divifion into fe€tions of fingle fhares :—That as foon as the
or plan is completed, the agents will form or clafs their fubferib~
ers (who fhall not previoufly clafs themfelves) by fe€tions or fingle
fhares, into fub-divifions of five, and grand divifions of twenty=
five, and immediately proceed to drawing by lot for faid landsz
by grand divifions, 'fub-divifions and %c&iom : That in all
draughts of fub-divifions (into fefions) which may be madeup of
proprietors,holding four,three, or two and fingle fhares,it fhall be’
the ufage for the greateft proprictor, or holder of the greateft
number of fhares, to take his lands in contiguity, by lot, either in
the fouthern or northern part of the fub-divifion, where they fhall
be numbered from north to fouth, and in the weftern or eaftern
(by lot alfo) where they may be numbered from weft to caft; and
where fub-divifions may be made up of two proprictors of two
fhares each, and one o?' one fhare, the two greateft propric-
tors fhall receive their fe&ions, by lot, either in the fouthernor
weftern part of the fub-divifion. ~ Refolved, That the before na-
med committee, be direéted to prepare the names and numbers,
and make all the neceffary arrangements for the intended draught =
That previous to the drawing for this ultimate grand divifion of
lands, there fhallbe returns of the proprietors, as they may be
clafled by the agents (or otherwife) lodged in the Secretary’s office;
and it is recommended in all cafes to confult the inclinations and
intercfts of the proprictors in the order of claffing.

Refolved, That the agents will give public aotice of the timeand
placcof drawing, and that there be two perfonsno ways intereft-
ed in the draughts, who fhall be fworn to the faithfully drawing
out the names and numbers from the boxes, and who alone fhall
be employed in this bufinels for the draught of grand divifionss
{ub-divifions, and fe&ions.

Refolved, That the Secretary caufe the foregoing refolutions to
be publifhed in the newfpapers of New-York, and the New-
England States ; to the end that the proprictors at large may have
the option of clafling themfelves as tﬁcy may think proper : And
they are hereby requefted fo to do, and to exprefs themfelves
upon this fubjeét, either to their refpeétive agents, or by informa=
tion in wril!ng addrefled to, and to be lodged with the Secretary,
at his office in the city of Marietta,previous to the firtMonday of
March, 179g0—Upon which day it is expeéted the divifion will
take place. WINTHROP SARGENT,

Secretary to the Ohio Company.
Mayietta, gd November, 1789. . N
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY,
YOUNG LAD, of fuitable character, to ferve
as an Apprentice to the printing Bufinefs:
Enquire of the Printer.

Publithed by JOHN FENNO, No. 9, MAIDEN*
Laxg, nearthe Ofwego-Market, Nxw-York.—[3dol. pr. an.]
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