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¥« Nothing fhould be thought cheap, that badly an-
Jwers the end for which it is defigned.”
(Continuation from the laft number.)
“ANOTHER great inconvenience to which
our fchools are fubject, and one that
will render the benefit of any fchool very trifling,
is that they confift of too many fcholars. People
fuppofe that by fupporting a few fchools, they
may all reap the advantage with little expence.
They do fo. Their advantage is proportionate
to the expence. The expence is trifling, and fo
is the benefit. It is utterly impoffible for a man
to take proper care of feventy or eighty fcholars
at once. Thirty is a large number ; and if a
teacher underftands his bufinefs, children will
be educated cheaper, if there are never more
than twenty or twenty five pupils under the
charge of one inftructor. It is true, a man may
hear an hundred children read, in half a day, if
he proceeds as is cuftomary with many fchool-
mafters. It is a practice not uncommon with a
mafter, who cannot attend to all the children
himfelf, to fet the hiigher claffes to overlook the
lower. Thefe fubordinate guides, as is general-
ly the cafe, when fmall folks bear rule, aflume
an haughty air of authority, and teach the chil-
dren to hate the inftructors much fafter than to
love or learn their leflon. Great numbers are
directed to read at once, and it is impoffible to
know whether they proceed right or wrong. As
for thofe that can read, they are bid to take a
chapter in the bible, and hurry it over with as
much rapidity as poffible ; for he that can read
the fafteft and mifs the leaft, is kept at the head
of the clafs, and accounted the beft fellow. Thus
a clafs of twelve or fifteen fcholars is difpatched
in about eight or ten minutes: perhaps indeed
not much worfe, but very little better, for all
they read.
< A mafter fhould attend to each fcholar in
particular, and rell them how to pronounce, and
where to lay the emphafis, and not {uffer them
to hurry over a paflage, without any direction,
as is too often the caf~. A mafter ought alfo to
be particularly induftrious to excite the emulati-
on of his fcholars and make them fond of ftudy;
for unlefs they do it chearfully, they will not
learn at all. It is my ferious opinion that, when
I was a fchool-boy, the greateft part of the fcho-
lars did not employ more than an hour in a day,
either in writing or reading ; while five hours of
the {chool time was fpent in idlenefs—in cutting
the tables and benches to pieces—in carrying on
pin-lotteries, or perhaps in fome more roguifh
tricks. The reafon of fuch mifpenfe of time
was, that they had nothing to excite them toap-
plication : A mafter woul perhaps reafon with
his fcholars, telling them they had better be di-
ligent, aud if they were not, they would be for-
ry fome time or other. But children are too
young to attend to fuch advice ; and fo longas
their future intereft is the only motive they have
to learn, they will never learn at all. And to
chaftife them and force them to learn, is amore
vain and fruitlefs attempt fill. So long as chil-
dren drag along under the lath ofa mal%cr's rod,
without any delight in books, they will never
improve much under the beft inftructions. But
ence hold up to their view fome alluring object,
fomething that will ftrike the fancy, books are
then a pleafure; themafter finds an eafy tafk and
the child makes rapid improvement. Some tri-
fling gratuities, on quarter-day, or fomething
of that kind will do more to engage children to
be diligent and make them fond of books, than
all the reafoning in the world, or ten thoufand
rods of correction.

« There isa great advantage attending dialogue
fpeaking, which is, that it teaches them to read
and fpeak with propriety. The perfection of
reading is to do it naturally. Every word fhould
be fpoken as if the fpeaker was himfelfthe author.
Here then is another eflential and obvious de-
fect in the prefent method of education. Pro-
nunciation of ‘words, as taught in our {chools, is
wretched. All propriety is deftroyed with re-
fpectto reading agreeable to the fenfe and mean-
ing. Itis as eafy at firft to teach children right
as wrong. There isnoinherent propenfity which
induces children to pronounce words wrong and
read with a monftrouns tone : But fuch things,
either taught or indulged in youth, growup in-

to inveterate habit, which it is often impoflible |
(T s be concluded in the next number.) |
| fathers of the young ladies in the fchool. To

o remove.

EXTRACT.
CATO was the Tory of the age in which he
lived.—CASAR on the other hand was the dar-

ling of the people, and waIc of his country—

How ftrangely fentiments are altered.

FROM THE INDEPENDENT GAZETTEER.
MR. PRINTER,
Your giving the following a place in your afeful pa-
per, may be of puilic utility.

N the year 1774, the Society of London infti-
tuted for the encouragement of arts, manu-
factures, and commerce, took the fubject of in-
variable meafures into ferious confideration, and
offered a reward of one hundred guineas to any
perfon refiding in any country whatever, who
fhould difcover and communicate to the Society,
on or before the third Tuefday in March, 1775,
a mode whereby to obtain invariable ftandards
for weights and meafures, communicable at all
times and to all nations; but the liberal encourage-
ment thus held oat to the public, was not produc-
tive of a fingle attempt—therefore the fame en-
couragement was repeated the following years,
viz.in 1776,1777,and 1778,in confequence thereof,
on the third Tuefday in March 1779, five plans
were prefented to the Society, amongit which
number, that by Mr. john Hatton, Watch-maker,
in London, was the moft approved, though not
perfected to that degree of accuracy required in
the conftitution of invariable meafure. How-
ever, as the idea was new, and apparently capa-
ble of being carried to a much greater degree of
perfection, the Society, in confideration of its
merits, and as fome encouragement to reconfider
the fubject, prefented him with thirty guineas,
and they alfo renewed their former encourage-
ment.—Several years elapfed, and no fteps were
apparently taken by Mr. Hatton, towards a more
effectual application of the princifles he foggelt-
ed. Mr. Hatton’s plan has fince been improved
by Mr. John Whitehurft, F. R. S but his plan
was thought fubject to many inconveniences, and
capable of improvement, fo the encouragement is
ftill continued, which has induced a citizen of
Philadelphia, to take up the matter, who has fo
far fimplified and improved Mr. Whitehurft’s
plan, that the whole conftruction of the appara-
tus, and the method of ufing it is fo eafy,that with
it, any peifon of common fenfe, may find three,
four, or five feet, with the greateft eafe and exact-
nefs, by one fingle menfuration. Now if any
legiflative body, or fociety, in the United States,
think the difcovery worth attending to, they may
receive further information by fending their ap-
plication or addrefs, (poft paid) to the Poft-Office
of this city, directed to S. W. M. Philadelphia.
if no application is made within three months
from the date hereof, the inventor will conclude
that the Americans tnink it not an object worthy
of their notice, which will put him under the

neceflity of communicating it fomewhere elfe.

Philadelphia, Fanuary 6, 1790.

FROM THE HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE.

A correfpondent has furnifbed as with the following
anthentic anecdotes, which may fbew the unhappy
and melancholy effeéts of intrufling the education
of ~youth to immaral perfons or [trangers.

ANECDOTES.

PERSON from Great- Britain lately arrived

in South-Carolina, and fet himfelf up for a
fchool-mafter. For a few months he was employ-
ed with fome degree of caution. But his abilities
as a fchool-mafter were foon confpicuous in the
uncommon progrefs of his pupils. Withal he
aflumed the appearance of ftrict morals and ex-
emplary piety and devotion. This, added to his
fingular diligence and attention to his fchool,
foon procureﬁ him the unbounded confidence of
the neighbouring gentlemen and ladies. His
fchool flourifhed with growini reputation. Un-
der a pretext of imparting inftruction to feveral
young ladies under his care, he frequently de-
tained one and another of them fingly after the
{chool was difmiffed for the day. In this practice
he continued until he had feduced and abuf-
ed no lefs than five or fix of the unhappy chil-
dren. At length he made an attempt upon a
young girl of refolute virtue and daring fpirit,
whom he folicited to a compliance with his un-
hallowed lufts.—She deeply refented the bafe fo-
licitation. His paffions were inflamed by oppo
fiion—he offered violence—he attempted by
force what he could not obtain by entreaty. She
refolutely and fuccefsfully repelled his attacks,
antil at length watching her opportunity, fhe
efcaped at the door, and haftened by her terrors
foon reached her father’s houfe. She immedi-
ately unbofomed her foul to her parents, and
gave them a detail of the fchool-mafter’s vile at-
tempt. The father, by vigorous ftruggles fmo-
thered his refentment, unti he had collected the

them he opened the villainous affair, and ac-

' t(l‘uaintqd them with the mafter’s long practice of

etaining their daughters fingly in the fchool.
The parents agreed to make enquiry of their

daughters.—Upon enquiry no lefs than five or {ix
found that their daughters either by infinuarion
threatning or force, had been overcome and
bafed. Fully afcertained of the facts, they re-
folved upon the punifhment of the culprit in a
fummary manner—in a manner dictated by the
nature of the crime. They made fharp their
knives, went in a body to the fchool houfe, or-
dered home the children, fet the wretch’s crimes
in order before him, and then caftrated him on
the fpot, and left him to his own reflections. In
the following night he crept into a neighbouring
wood, and the next day died. Such was the u-~
niverfal odium and deteftation of his brutal luft
and perfidious hypocrify, that the voice of juf-
tice made no enquiry after the authors of his
punifhment. : .

‘A recent inftance of the public execution of 2
fchool-mafter, aftranger, in the county of Wor-
cefter; convicted of a rape upon a young girl in
his fchool—And a third inftance of a Britifh fo-
reifncr, who eloped with another man’s wife,
and married her, and fet up a fchool in a town
in this vicinity, and was detecled in attempts
upon the youné girls in his fchool: Thefe are
admonitions fufficient to all parents not lofl to 2
fenfe of decency, family purity and reputation,
never to employ a ftranger, much lefs an immo-
ral profligate, and a hag-beaten debauchee, in
the government and inftruction of their beloyed
offspring.

FRANCE.

L1EGE, Ofober 22.

THE letter fent by hisHighnefs the PrinceBifh-
op to the ftates, in anfwer to their regifter,
touching the fundamental peints, is couched in
the following terms.
B8y BT M TR T
¢ YOUR difpatch of the 13th inft. I have re-
ceived ? and itis with{enfibility and regret that L
behold the fpirit of violence and fear which reigns
in all the deliberations at Liege, which more
and more juftifies the part I have taken in with-
drawing from my ufual refidence. I know that
the regifter which was fent me by my Chapcer was
not agreed to by the majority of the capitulary
fuffrages ; a thing abfolutely neceflary in affairs
of the higheft importance, it being by no means
fufficient that the members prefent decide matters
of confequence without the concurrence of thofe
who are obliged to be abfent: If all this is con-
fidered, and due regard paid to the Emperor’s
mandate of the 27th of Auguft Jaft, in whichhis
Majefty dictates what 1am to do, and from which
(as a vaflal) I cannot depart, I do not fee that I
can be required to fanction what pafles at Liege,
till the conftitution, good order, peace, with pub-
lic and private fecurity, are reftored, and before
my three eftates are legally compofed and aflem-
bled, I pray God to direct and keep you under
his holy protection.

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY:
Tuespay, October 13. . . ‘

Monfieur de Caftellanne havingrecalled to the
memory of gentlemen their refolution on the
rights of man, by which they had declared that
no man could be arrefted or detained but by 2
legal procefs, faid that he had imagined that all
the Baftiles of France having been deftroyed,
and minifterial defpotifm confounded in their
ruins, every citizen illegally imprifoned, had
been reftored to liberty : but that to his great
furprife he found there were {till prifons, where
the victims of arbitrary power were confined.—
Such places, he faid, could not bé fuffered to
exift, without bringing difgrace upon the Nation-
al Aflembly. He then moved the following re-
folution : _

¢ The National Aflembly commands, that all
perfons driven into exile, or imprifoned by any
orders whatever of the executive power, fhall be
fet at liberty. _

¢ That in confequence of this, afi addrefs be
prefented to his Majefty, requefting that he will
be gracioufly pleafed to fend orders to the com-
mandants of all forcreffes, to enlarge all fuch
perfons as fhall be found to be confined without
due authority of law ; and that the Lord-Keeper
do examine the cafes of fuch others as, havin
been legally condemned, may be objects of that
mercy which it is his Majefty’s prerogative to
beftow.”

The Count de Clermont Tonnerre and Mr. Tar-
get warmly fupported the motion. As did ‘alfo

The Reverend Mr. Gregoire, who, to give
greater extent to it, moved, by way of amend-
ment, that the abfurd power granted by the edict
1695, to Bifhops, by which they are authorifed
to fhut up inthe Epifcopal prifons any of their
clergy, who fhould have tranfgrefled the rules of
a clerical life, be abolifhed.
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