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knowledged by an eaflern author, Mv. Morfe, an
authority which be prefumed would net be dif-
puted by the northern gentlemen,efpecially when
it was confidered he was aclergyman. Mr. Morfe
declares that grog is a neceflary article of drink
in thé fouthern Siates.

Mr Jackfon took notice of the petition of tle
college of phyficians, which had been ]ately. read
in tlie houfe on the fubject of diftilled fpirits.—

Ie difapproved highly of their interfering in
the bufinefs. He thought they might with equal
propriety, interpofe their offices to prevent the
ufe of many other articles which were deemed
pernicious or of a poifoneus quality—He inftan-

ced mufbrooms—They might petition Congrefs to,

pafs a lawinterdictingthe ufe of kstchup, becaufe
fome ignorant perfonshad been poifoned by eat-
ing mufhrooms.

Mr. Jackfon then gave a fhort fketch of the
hiftory of excifes in England. He faid they al-
ways had been confidered by the people of thar
country as an odious tax, from the time of Oliver
Cromwell, to the prefent day—even Blackftone,
a high prerogative lawyer, has reprobated them.
He ﬁxiﬂ, tie-hoped this conntry would take warn-
ing by the experience of the people of Great-Bri-
tain—and not facrifice their liberties by wanton-
1y contracting debss which would render it ne-
ceffary to burthen the people by fuch taxes as
would fwallow up their privileges. We are, faid
he,too muchin the habit of imitating that coun-
try—and I plainly perceive that the time will
come, when a fhirt thall not be wafthed withoutan
excife.

He then expatiated on the unequal operation
of excifes—and inftanced the experience of this
State. A few counties, faid he, approximate
to the capital, have borne the weight of the whole
—while the diftant parts of the Srate did not feel
the burthen—and by aninduction of feveral par-
ticulars, he fthewed its unequal operation in the
fouthern States. It will, faid he, deprive ‘the
mafs of the people of almoft the only luxury they
enjoy, that of diftilled fpirits.” He did not fee
the neceffity of pafling this law the prefent fef-
fion. The amount of the produce of the duties
laidthe 1aft feffion,is not yet known—noris it yet
afcertained whether the citizens will fubfcribe to
the afflumption. Let us not lay a rax for a pur-
pofe, which may never exift—for my part, faid
he, I hope they never will fubferibe. He then
adverted to the excefs of the duties already laid,
and the probability of a great encreafe of that
excefs—and urged the propriety of waiting at
leaft another quarter to fee what that excefs may
amount to. ,

Thefe obfervations he enforced by recurring
to the recent tranfactions of'the States of Mary-
land, Virginia, and North-Carolina—and he ex-
pected to hear very fhortly that the Aflembly of
Georgia had exprefled fimilar opinions with the
latrer States on the bufinefs of the aflumption.

He concluded by exprefling a general difap-
probation of the various parts of the bill.

M. Parker faid he had feconded the motion of
the gentleman from Georgia not becaufe he was
more averfe to this parrieular claufe, than to the
fubfequent parts of the bill. ~ He exceedingly
difliked the feveral provifions contained in it.

He then advertedto the general procefs of the
revenue bufinefs the laft f{ellion—and obferving
on the conduct of the mercantile intereft,to which
fo much credit had been given, faid, he thought
they were not entitled to the liberal encomiums
which had been beftowed on them for their prom-
titude in paying the duties, as the certainty and
increafe of the revenue, had ferved to enhance
the value of the public fecurities, of which it is
well known, they hold a very confiderable pro
portion.

He then touched on the fubfequent partsofthe
bill, which he reprobated, as hottile to the liber-
ties of the people—ascontraryto the general fen-
timent, not only as partial and wnequal, in the
mode of afleflment, but particularly on account of
the mode of collecting the rax. 1t will, faid he,
convulfethe government—Itwill let loofe a fwarm
of harpies, who, under the denomination.of re-
venue officers, will range thro the coyntry, pry-
ing into every man’s houfeand affairs—and like
a Macedonian phalanx bear down all beforethem
—And tho the government has proceeded with
adegree of profperity and fuccefs beyond the moft
fanguine expectations, yet he very much doubt-
ed the policy of trying its firength by an expe-
rimer: of this nature.

Recurring to the actual.and probable produce
of the duties already laid, he attempted to fhew
that the additional fum of upwards of 800,000
dollars contemplated to be raifed by this bill, is
not necellary.

He controverted the policy of the meafure, and
contended, that it would, in all probability, ra-
ther diminifth than increafe the revenue of the
United States : For the mercantile part of the
eommunity, who have been applauded for alting
{o honorably in making their entries, and pay-
ing the impoft, will fiad it for their intereft to al-
zer their conduct ; they will combine ro defeat
the excife, which will in its operation bear fo
unequally on them,
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Iieobjected very particalarly tothe bill on ac-
count of its tendency to promote fmuggling.—
Mr. Parker faid no man was more hearuly dif-
pofed than he was, to give his ?pproba:mn of
every juft meafure, for fu.ppar.tmg.the public
credit—and deing every thing in his power fo
fupport tite conftitutional operations of the go-
vernment ; but this mode of 1aifing a revenue,
he confidered as particularly odious tothe Peqp}C 5
and at the prefent moment, he was not fatisfied
that fuch an encreafe of the pablic burthens are
neceflary. :

Mcr. Stone faid he had no objection to the de-
fign of the bill, fo far as an addi[i_onal revenue
was neceflary ; but the mode of raifing it by ex-
cife, he exceedingly difliked.  He had no doubt
that other means might be devifed—baut, at pre-
fent, he thought the committee was not iuﬁcx-
ently informed refpecting the actnal an_d proba-
ble amount of the revenue from the dutiesalrea-
dy impofed, to deiermine the neceflity of an ad-
dition to the revenue, - He therefore moved that
the committeé fhould rife, without any further
difeutlion of the bilY*at this time, and that a fe-
le¢t committee fhould be appointed to make the
neceflury previows enquiries upon the fubject,
and report to the houfe.

Mr. Fitzfimons obferved, that there was alrea-
dy on the table a ftatement from the proper offi-
ces of the product of the revenue, trom Sept.
1789, to Sept.’1790.

This ftatement was read.

The motion forthe committee’s rifing was put
and loft. e ;

The queftion on Mr. Jackfon’s motion for
ftriking out the claufe, was put and negatived
by a great majority.

Mr. Fitzfimons moved that the third claufe
thould be ftruck out, and that a claufe fhould be
inferted referring to a clanfe in the collection
law. The object of this motion:was to fhorten
the propofed term of credit for the duties,to four
months, which, Mr. Fitzfimons obferved, was as
long a period as was generally required to turn
Weft-India produce into cath—and an extenfion
of the credit beyond that time would be no ad-
vantage to the merchant, and would prove inju-
rious to the revenue. ! #

Mr. Goodhue faid he hoped the claufe would
not be ftruck out.  Hewconceived that no poflible
injury to the revenue could arife from extending
the time of credit beyépd four months, efpecially
as the duties will be fecured by fafficient bonds
or depofits. He hoped the bill would be made
as eafy and as palatable as poffible, for in any
event it will be an unpleafan: bufinefs.

Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Partridge, Mr. Ames and
Mr. Sedgwick, feverally objected to the motion.

Mr. Sherman was in' favor of it. He faid it

,appeared to him to be neceflary that the revenue

of the United States fhould be as {table as poffi-
ble ; he confidered an undue extenfion of the

‘credit for the duties, as tending ro defeat that ob-

ject, while it proves no advantage tothe feller of
the dutied articles ; it rather creates a remifs and
carelefs habit in doing bufinefs, and in its confe-
quences will render the revenue unprodudtive.

The motion for ftriking out was negatived.

The committee proceeded in the difcuffion as
far as the twelfth fection,withour making any ef-
fential alteration. They then rofe and reported
progrefls, i . X

Mr. Fitzmons prefented the petition of Pa-
trick Caldwell, praying compenfation for dama-
ges done to his farm and lands during the late
war—referred to the Secretary of the Treafury.

Mr. Ames prefented a petition from the Bap-
tift Aflociation of Maflachufetts, and of Rhode-
Ifland, praying the interpofition of Congrefs to
provide for correct editions of the Bible—read
and laid on the tabla.

Mr. Parker laid the following refolution on
the rable : —That the Secretary of the Treafury
be directed to lay before the houfe an eftimate
of the probable amount of the duties arifing from
the impoft on the tonnage of fhips and veflels,

and on goods, wares anfl merchandize, from the:

firft Jannary, 1791, to the firft January, 1792.
Adjourned. 1

——

THURSDAY, Jan. 6.

Mr. Boudinot prefented the petition of Jacob
Phillips—praying compenfation for fupplies, fur-
nithed during the late war ;—read and referred
to the Secretary of Treafury.

Mr. Benfon prefented petitions from the fol-
lowing perfons—viz, Abraham Davis, John Poft,
Donald McDonald and John Miles—which were
read, and referred to the Secretary of War.

Mr. Clymer prefented the petition of William
Cook—ftating the lofs of feveral Loan-Office cer-

tificates, and praying that they may be renewed
—Ilaid on the rtable- - 2 -

Mr. Madifon of the committee on the memo-
rial of John Churchman;brot ina report—which
ftated that there were two objects contemplated
in the memorial ; the firlt refpected equipping
one or more veflels to enable the memorialift tq
afcertain, bya voyage, the truth of his macunerjcal
theory—rhe other refpedts enhancing the penal-
ty impofed by law, for connterfeiting original

assnsh

maps and charts: With refped to the firft, the
commirtee declined giving any opinion ; but left’
it to the decifion of the legiflature—the other ob
jectthe committee fuppofed mightbe accomplifh
ed by an increafe of the penalty already provi
ded by law—the report was lald onthe table.

A mefllage was received from the Senate, with
the bill, to continue anactintitnled “ an adt, de-
claring the aflent of Congrefs to certain acts of
{tates of Rhode-lfland, Maryland and Georgia,
concurredin withamendments—the amendmeits
were to {trike out ‘ Maryland”—and to reduce
the term propofed by the Houfe, for the conting- -
ance of the act from five years, to one year.

Another meflage was received from the Senate
by their fecretary, informing, that he was dire@-
ed to bring to the houfe the proceedings of tlie
Senate, on the bill for the relief of Shubael
Swaine—which beiug read, it appeared that the
Senate had negatived that bill.

A letter from the Secretary of the treafury was
communicared by the fpeaker, enclofing a ftate-
ment of the amount of the daties on'tonnage for
one year, from the 1ft of O¢tober 1789 to the 30
Seprember 1790 :—alfo a report relative to ap.
propriations for purpofés therein mentioned—300
copies of thefe papers were ordered to be print- .
red for the houfe. : A ,

Mr. Floyd of the committee on enrolled bills,
reported that the commirtee had examined the
bill providing forthe unlading of fhips and other
veflels, incafes of obftructions by Ice, and‘found -
the fame duly enrolled—the fpeaker then affixed
his fignature tothe bill. :

In commirtee of the whole, on the bill repeal-
ing after the laft day of  next ' thead
laying daties on diftilled fpirits &c. and impo-
pofing others in their ftead. ;

Mr. Boudinot in the chair.

- The'rath fection which {pecifies the rates of the
duties' being read, Mr. Parker moved thacic
fhould be be ftruck out—in order to admir a fub-
ftirute, which fhould provide for aldiferent mode
of raifing the requifite additional revenue; —the

‘propofition he had inview, hefaid was a dury on

Molaffes—this he obferved would anfwer every

‘purpofe, without being liable to the objections
‘which had been offered again{t the plan of the
bill.

Mr. Madifon obferved, that he had felt the
force of the objections which had been urged a-

‘gainfl the bill : He was in general principled a-

gainft Excifes—but of all excifes, that on ardent.
fpirits he confidered the leaft exceptionable.—
The queftion now to be determined he conceived
was this, isan addition to the prefent amosntof
the revenue neceflary ! It had appeared that
an addition is neceflary—for his own part he
thould prefer diredttaxation to any excifes what-
ever ; but he conceived this would ‘be contrary
to the fentiments of a majority - of the people of’
the United States—and he was fully convinced
that it was contrary to the opinion of a great ma-
jority of'the houfe. If faid he, any mode could
be adopted, without having recourfe to excifes,
he would be thelaftchat fhould givethem his {up
port; but he conceived there was none; and the
plan propofed was divefted of the moft exception-
able provifions ufually conneéted with an Excife
Syitem. i

Mr. Jackfon obferved, thathis defeat yefterday
fhould not deter him, while he had 'a monitor
within, from rifing in his place to do his dury,
in oppofition to a fyftem unfriendly rothe liber-
ties of the people. He {iid he was nor the firft
on this floor, who had been ontvoted by filent ma-
jorities : Gentlemen of fuperiorabilities had met
with fimilar treatment—He however felt fo much
refpect for himfelf, as to fuppofe that this filence
proceeded froman inability to anfwer the argu-
ments which-he had the honor to offer againit
what he confidered a moft ruinous and mifchiev-
ous {yftem of taxation.

He then ftated certain particulars refpeding
the produce of the revenue, to fhew, that l%
greata fum as is propofed to be raifed by excife,
was unneceflary.

He doubted not other refources of revenue

| might be explored, which ‘would be more pala-

table : He inftanced a tax on falaries, penfions,
and lawyers—and in thefe particulars, he withed
that che example of Great Britain might be fol-
lowed.

He then dilated on the practice of finuggling,
which he contended would be promoted by this
bill, alfo the difficulties and oppofition which was
juttly tobe expected, by whichthe dignity of the
government would be infulted. . Can this govern-
ment, faid he, protect its officers fromthe refent-
ments of any one State in the Union : He re-
probated the idea of placing the government in
fach a ficuation.

Mr. Lawrance obferved that he doubted not
every gentleman’s mind was open to conviction,
and he hoped and expecied that every queftion
would be treated difpaffionately. He did notrife
yefterday to anfwer the gentleman, becaufe he
was not imprefled withthe force of his arguments
in the manner the gentleman fuppofed the houfe
was. He then adverted to the act of the laft feffion
by which thedebrs of the particular States were




