COLCERLING THE LIEAr YLAR A LAMELT

On Lcw Year's Day of cvery yecar, divisible by 4, formerly
cocrefree and indcpendently-cey gingle melce the world over ctarc
blecary=-cycd into & crecked mirror at thoir bristly countcnancee.
There comes over their featurcs e contortion stecmming from ecn-
cations of horror end ¢prrchencion. These ewmotions, in turn,
erc rceponsiblce to thoir rcalization that aftcr their nicht of
revelry they now face @ ycar frauvcht with chellenges of subtle
dceeption, intensificd to e deprec vith which they have not had
to contend throughout thc threc preceding ycars, Yes, poor
vrctehes, you hove begun your harricd recc throuch 366 daye ooz~
iny with cclumny, deccclpt, end élvere unscrurulove wilce all
rrocticed by thet freil, swcetly-flowerced lnnocent~WONAL.  Therc
shc standel-purc on her pedestal, her hair wrecathed ertfully
gbovt her epporently-guileless foce, @ suilce of shy crasce upen
her lips, and her hands closped demurcly beforc her as tho! in a
szesture of sclf-protection froiw the overturces of the surgosed ap~
crecsor-kblie But walt! There iec some smell detail which our ¢yc,
hee miseed-ghe 1l weoring on her fcet-not soine rmall end deinty
gendel-cut, horror of horrors, sncak ers!

Bochelors of the world-bewarc-for now is the searon of coy
end c¢nsnering clencee frowm sultry~lidded eyce, soft cerceecs
from cluc-covered sentle fincere, end talk of a Junc wmcrrer of

twvo private corvorctions all gwectly tempered by prouicsce of af
lucre tive bank balance (O shamelcss ruse).

Gentlemen, whon ere we to blame for these cetastrorhic timce?
While pereuing some encicnt crumbling documents, which have coic
into this officc's voecswesion by meeng too ncfarious to be men-
tioned, we found the following article in & vaper datcd 20 Fobru~
ary, 1200 end of Scottich crigin: "Tocdey & statutc has boen or-
delncd to the cffect thot during the rcish of her wost btlcegscd
fiz jesty, for cach ycar wznown cg “Leap Year', cach maiden of both
hi-h end low estate sholl hove liberty to becepcek the man che
lilice,clieit he refuecs her to te his lawful vedded wife hc shall
te muleted for the gum of onc pound or lces (O,thc rain), a¢ his
ectete mey be; with cicecrtion thet he caen melic it arpecar that he
i¢ betrothed to another women, he then t=hell be frée, "A fovw
yeere later 2 1lilc law was poescd in Fronce, end in the 15th -
cintury the custowm woe lezalized In Genoz and Florencc.

It is to this foul piccce of lenislature that we arc akle to
tracc the preccdents for our trying daye of this, the ycar 1500
i,D. It is not inouch that we wmuet continuelly biar the bunrden
of Adecri'e occeptance of feminine guicdance (as a Hunrarien ragze put
it: “Adom etc the epplc end our tceth echc from it," ) but wc wmvet
te further wel htcd by mediecvel moronity which has cvolved to a
moccrn azccptence of devices more fecarsome than eny sothic tor-
turc chamier has cver housed. Grose injustice! VWhat hope lice

é¢head for our bclcenured sci?
. (Continued)



