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THURSDAY, JULY 8, 1869.

—The cotner-stone of the new edifice of the
Central chureh (N. L.), corner of Franklin and
Thompson st¥eets, Rev. J. Y. Mitchell, pastor,
will be laid today, at 6 o’clock, P. M.~

—The Managers of the Midnight Mission have,
in the past eighteen montlis, had over 700 indi:
viduals under their chatge. They are asking for
aid. S ' cooa

~—DPrinceton has confetred some of"its highest
honors upon men of our body: LL.D. upon Rev.
‘Wm. Adams, D.D., and Henry B. Smith, D. D,
and D.D. upon: Rev. Joha - Crowell of Odessa,
Delaware. The University of New York con-
ferred a D. D, upon Rev. Wm, Aikman, and Wil-
liams’ College a similar . degree upon Rev,.John
W. Bailey of ILllinois: R

—The Direotors of the Philadelphia. Library
Oo., are inclined to pause before accepting the
Ridgway bequest. At.a_ recent meeting, Judge
Hare expressed his belief that it it would be
mnlnly consumed in erecting the . library burld-
ing, which, with taxes and mcreased cost of
keeping it up, might make, it not so desxrable a
legaoy after all. Judge Cadwalader spoke earn-
estly in favor of ‘aceepting it. A joint commrt-
tee of six directors and gix: stockholders wag
raised to take the matter into consrderatwn and
report to. a meeting of the stochholders to be
held in Qetober. : =z

—The diminution of our publlc debt since
the incoming of the new administration, to the
amount of thlrty~srx millions and more, is gratr-
fying indeed, in a merely financial and econoini-
cal point of view ; but the Christian citizén re-
joices at the proot' it grves of the ﬁdehty of otr
Government to the simple principles,of morality
which it professed, and the consequent healthful
influence certain to be diffused through' the

business life of our eount.ry N ational 1epnd1a- ‘

tion, openr or jmplied, would ‘have uuhm«red all
the business relations of society and have thrown

a veil ‘thicker than Jewish prejudice over not

only the Kighth Commandment, but the whole
moral law. We beg the prayers of our readers
that the Government may-be sustained in its de-
termination honestly to administer the .affairs’ of
the country; n purpose which will require all
the courage and the wisdom of great geuerals
and accomplished statesmen.

WAY RE-,llNlTE. A

Among the many causes which are bringing
the two branches of the .chureh togother, none
is more potent than a dcepening sense of the
great work laid upon the evangelical churchesof
America at this time. - Right or wrong, the  in-
terest in theologioal questions which onee pro-
foundly agitated the -church, and .consequently,
the interest in liberty of' theological opinion, are
passing away. Christ's people are asking, now,
not so much what they shall think and believe
of Him,as what they shall do for. Him. The great,
universal, massive truths. of .. Redemption, on
which we are all agreed, are now in such need of
earnest advocacy and - éxtension, that Christian
people, especially in America, feel called upon to
forget their differences, and to rally for great |s

practical achievements in their bebalf.

The old familiar' work of Home Missioos ‘and
of City Evangelization and Church Erection is
pressing upon us as heavily as.ever before. Some
of the problems it preseuts are as far from solu-
tion as ever. We are but scratching on, the
outer shell of the home heathenismof our cities.
Worldly enterprise, with its trans.continental
railroads, its inter-uceanic canals and its Atlantic
cables is enthroning Mammon higher than ever
upon the hearts of men.  Teutonie, Scandinavi-
an, Celtic and Anglo-Sazon imwigration is rol-
ling upon us-at the rate of six to ten thousand a
week. Oneseventh part of our population are
Romanists, and the commercial metropolis of the
nation is virtually a part of the Pope’s domin-
ions, and the Empire State is laid under contri-
bution, and: taxes are wrung from unwilling Pro-
testants to the amount of millions, for the sup-
port of Papal. schools and Papal charities, and
for the building’of costly Romish cathedrals.
The flood of intemperance must, a second time, be
arrested. The.day of sacred.rest must be guar.
ded from universal license. The four millions
of freedmen, vietims of the ‘énforced  ignorance
of divine and human knowledge, 2ud of.the bra-
talizing influences, of slavery must;beraised and
fitted for citizenship in thé- heavenly and, the
earthly country. Tufidelity must be :inet_i.q its
new and attractive form of seientific materialism.
The battle rages around the persn, the miracles,
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the cross end the sepulehre of - Jesus, Why d6
‘we linger over the nicer drstmctrons within' the
- Calvinistic system? The battle-ground of to-

" | day is not here; ‘the'wave ‘of * strife ‘has ‘swept

towards the mtadel and yet somé: aré‘in ecstacres

of blind terror about th.e smaller ontposts

not play the martyr for your poor:little’ ’theorles,

while the foundations are in danger of being de-

stroyed. - el G
And whrl,e we" agq,bgsy mth questrons which

are, few new elements save of srze and relative
posltlou we need only turn to’ our _ aclﬁc coast
to. wrtuess the rise of an entrre y ‘new ajnd por-
tentous phenomenon baﬂﬂrnv)the foreslght ‘of | *
the most ‘Fagacious phrlanthroprsts The stream
of Chmese and J apanese | 1mm1grat10n seems to
have faxrly seb i 1n, and if we have been bewrldered
with drihcultres arlsmw from the raprd 1nﬂux “of
a nommally Christian populatron, ‘what is to be
done when the greatest of heathen,. natmns,
crowded w1th one: thrrd of the whole human
race, is threa.temno' o pour out its people upou
our Western shores? ’ :

These are some, of the lamazmg consrderatrons
whrch ouvht to draw and, which are drawmg
Amerxcan (,hr1st1ans toge ther, and whlch have had
thelr welg,ht m breakmo‘ down the separatmg
walls of drstrust between t.he tw br
our. church i B \
. At lenst one of' the Presbyterles whlch has
taken actmn on the subyect shows it estrmate of
the. practlcal mcamnu of' the Re—unlon 1n the
f'ollowmg Resolutlou

- ¢ Resolved, That we have hen.rd wrth pro-
found satisfaction and’ great joy ‘of ‘the contem-
plated  movément-to raise a faid of 'several il
lions .of -dollars, for: ediicattonal:.and - denoming:
tion,purposes,as.an appsopriate celebration of the
Re-upion "of the Presbyterian Ghurch and we
hereby express out earnest desire that the Géne’
ral' Alsér hly at its” gHjourned" méeting ‘bt Pitts!
barghithke sach measures to faver the: effort as
shall enlist all:thie: members of: our congregations
to make it gugoessful; so that our .branch of the
Church fail not to do its full sharé in this grand
work of Christian benevolence in which the
Présbytéry of Ontario-is’ hereby pledvred not to
be delrnqxgent 2 .

'(({.

lNSPlRATION. _ DEF[NITION AND LIMITS.

By msprratlon, we meap a mystenous mlracu-
lous influence exerted,upon the, mmds of a specr-
fic and limited class of men, ¢ and producmo' tlrree
kinds of effects : (1) a knowledve of truath which
they. could not obtain: by the revulark operatrons
of the fa.cultles, and (2) a_ power -of selectlon
among.truths or. facts already known, or accessr-
ble by ordmary means, accordmv to the purposes
of. the inspiring Ao'ent i (3) Wrth both of these
orxf'ts, a third is assocmted hefore our ldea of i 1n-
spiration is complete namely that of maluno ac
mfalllbly correet record of the truths thus gaxned
or selected Any and all. attempts at a psypho-
lorrwal explanation of the mode of thls 1nﬂuence
must be given up,. Just as unhesrtatmgly as ,an
attempt to explaln the miracle of the mnltrpllca-
tion of the loaves and ﬁshes All classri'ylno of
this influence wrth other na.tural and more, or
less kanown operatrons of the mind,. must wc
think, “be: eschewed, as qmte overlooklnv 1ts
purely mlraeulous quality, and |ts place, 28 a
speclﬁc element, in the .economy of Redemptmn
Only by accommodatlon and, analogy .can it, be
compftred w1th what men, utsrde of theolpgrcal
circles, call. « 1nsp1ratlon , That power of in-
sight and grasp of truth and grft of utterance
whlch are the mysterlous prerovat).ves of gemus
are, indeed, often spoken: . of in - connegtion. wnth
the writers of the Bible ; by some, as if they were
all that could ,be clalmed for them by others ‘a8
if they furnrshed at least a satrsfactory illustra-
tion of the mode of the divine, influence; by’ oth-
ers still, as one olass of drvrne influences, not so
elevated but still essentlally the same as those
enJoyed by the sacred writers. We dlSmlSS each
and all of these theories of men sohcltous to. put
a wholly supernatural fact in a natural and ra-
tional garb, The 1nsp1ratron of these wrrters is
a fact utterly sui generis, no more to.be accounted
for, on l:atlonal grounds, than were the forty
years’ wanderlnnrs of the children of Israeli in the
wilderness, or than any one of the diviné facts
through which the plan of salvation was brought
into human hlstory and attested to men.

o 1
N ,t

these wrlters were merely machmes 5 what
amount of volltron they exercised in formmg
definite verbal conceptrons of” what they knew in
general by msplratmn and how far they were
permitted to follow their na.tural bent in the raat-
ter of style and loolcal form. If' we grant that,
as & result of the mysterxous co-worklng of - the
d1v1ne and human in the Scraptures an mfallibly
trne book has been secured we need not contend
abont the relatlve proportron of' }thes‘e two ele-
ment.s in the problem If we deny a dictation of

every separate word and. areument but at” the

ATl T

We dlSmlSS, too, the questron to whas extent

the exact truth just as much as if they had been
dictated, we are on’ orthodox ground, without be-
ing bound to'any mechamcal theory.  Wedonot
1ntend to re udlate what is.-called “plenary’ in.
sprratron‘” but" we 'deny ‘that it is needed in its
mechamcal form'to thake out the cise. ""I"deed
the plenary, ot ‘tiédhanical tlieory cannot go-with
us whale, &' ‘stbp beyordd theJ driginal text of the
record' It‘ it' wad'the very words that were ‘dic-
tated the charm i§ broken Whenever you, tra:ns-
lite 'them ‘wheread, on'the dther view, % faltliful
translatlon is, to all 1ntents and purposes, the -
sprre?d volume o

! Now we hold exphcrtly that “all- Scrrpture"ls
grven ‘ by msplratlon ; that the InspiringiAgent
ig’ ever'ywhere, in every page and pf"opbsmon Ain
every séhtdnce and word. That which'di§ ‘given
as matter-of record;-is an infallibly true record.
Sometimes-itr is,a record of; things gopdiand true,
somet;mes of things evll and false, but as a-re-
cord;it is, ] 1n each case,‘equally true. . Sometrmes
it_is a’ prophecy,, a disclosure, . a. cgmmaud,
warning; in -gach, and. all these it is suprerhe—
divines . Whatever, according"to all farr, com;
'n én e~ rules” of’ mterpretatron the mspued
wrlters felt themselves charged 1o ponvey, that
the Holy Spmt speaks to, us.: Error: in the. pas-
sage of thetruth frem the. Spmt th: ongh ‘their
ininds 4nd pens' to’us, cannot' be admftted itvany
shape, form or degree, without v1txat1n° ‘the very
idea of msplratmn as the sole, infallible source of
truth - and’ authority; and 'thus: destroying ' the
valug of the Soriptures: : Nothingvis' gained: o
the world'by Revelation, if: men“may'go through
the: Bible, each-one chobsing 'what acéords with
his own judgmetit; and 'Fejécting -all the rest. - A
Revelition couldibemadeavailable by such a pro-
dess; ouly on the supposition that man ¥as slready
in’ full ssympathy with=God;: and, in-that -case,
there would be v1rtual|y no need of @ revelatlon
atall R S i

However it is’ a businbss of prime: 1mportance
whrch ever! theory' of * inspiration we choose; to
learn:in what degree we have.secured: a: perfect
capy-of' the ‘original.; ' Wee:may:not h.old the dn-

 sfiring Agentidcoodntable, for- errérs that havé | ir

crept into manuscripts::./There was no‘pledge:on
the purt-of Deity in giving:us-Hib -word; té. ipre-
gervé an absolutely. perféet copy-of.  the - original
record  through- all:time.: This would- have te-
quired~a constantisuccession of miracles; an.in-

spiration of 'copyists, as well &s original:writers;
& suspension of:the:laws ‘of- detay, as to the ima:
terial of ' the: anuseripts; and: the dike. .. While
Divine Providence, in a wonderful manner; hds
guarded: thé:substantial purity of- these presious
dociiments; their -éondition ishows  that He« has
wrought-no such miraclés-as-those. -‘The origi:
nal work :of -'the .authors; thosé .copies:of the
Epistlés which - Paul authentlcated with' a eon-
cluding sentence in his own handwriting, have
dot'been handed: down to-us::'T'he versions:and
copies of: these: lwritin’gswhic-h we possess, dating
from the second’ century and onward, although
sufficiently: ancient;:adeurate and: well attested;
aresnot; by any means, free from ervors, as their
various -readings show.:  And while:not one {n. g
hundréd,of these various: readings is of any prac,
tical importanée; not. one doctrine of religion be-
ing changedynor. one .precept-taken away, nor
one important: fact:altéred: by the whole of them
taken-together, yot it:is well to.take ground dis:
tinetly; that-only as;we approximate exactly to
the original text; can we hold-the Inspiring Agerit
responsible for the work.; If; for instance,isound
eriticism “Tejects -the ipassage in 1 John v. 7, ag
weé- believe it dages, we. 1ay remove it from. the
text without touching. the question of inspiratiop
at-all. Tt was not inithe manuscript as it came
from thé-Apostle’s hand, and we:do not want it
in our-copies. : It is:nd part of the Holy Spirit’s

work. - The judging, critical faculties of man are
designed, in: providence, to:be-used in tracing the
exact verbal form, and in maintaining the verbal
purity, of the divine. communications, as well ag
in' unfolding their meaning. :

Nor was lnsplratmn such an- endowment that
it preserved ‘the writers, at all other times, from
error or “infirmity: - Balaam-and even Balaam's
ass might be under’ such influence as to utter in-
f'alllble truth, and immediately afterwards: relapse

| into a condrtron with: which -the word: .of God

has no concern. Peter was blamed to the  face
by Pail, yet he was inspired to write part of the
New Téstament: -So much of the. activity of
these™ men- 48 as actually employed- in forming
the Trispired récord-—so wuch, and no - more,—is
covered by the specific influence of the Inspiring
Agent; the argument is’not -affected by their
conduct-ds falliblé men, at other times. )

o Thg'g41é! is to be said of -the characters 1ntro-
duced;and of the language quoted, in-the histori.

cal* partsof. the Bible:, ‘The wrong: and criminal
dcts of -these ¢haracters are“put: upon record sim-

ply as- matter of hrstory and for admomtlons, the
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same time hold that words and arnuments convey

| of speech, in which . the appearance of things:is

' hea en plllars of the earth,

[ ogqr own l terature

Inspmng Agent is responsxble for none of these
acts, bub solely for- the correctness with which
they have: ‘been recorded: Wrcked speeches,
false’ statements end anconscions errors ‘are
merely’ put on record as facts, not as exam ples to
bié imitated: - ‘No.one th1nks of ascribing to the
Inspmno Agent such' a declaratlon a8, “ There
is'io' God” !By His ‘instruction it was written
dBwin'4¥ a-méttér of ‘recird, as the utterance of
“ the fool.” We have frequently, in studymg
the" historical- difficulties of: Stephen 8 speech,
(Acts vii.) asked ourselves, whether - 1nsp1ratlon
shiohld be held accountable for them ? The ques-
tion ‘may be’ put thns - Was Stephen msplred to
make ‘the - speech ‘OF 'Was it only Luke who was
1nsp1red o’ put the speech oii record, exactly as
it'was delivered? - Whatever be the. answer, the
time theory of 1nsp1ratlon will be fully satrsﬁed
on ithie latter supposition, and why. should we Te-
quire more ? In‘Paley’s Evidences thereis qulte
atdargument upon:the historical dificulties id the
speech of Gamliel, Acfs v. 34-37; * The author
isanxious’to remove these difficulties, and’speaks
ofithe-discrepancy between Gamaliel and Josephus
as if it was actually between Josephus:and Liuke.
The - fact: is; all-wé can rightfully demand of |
Liuke,-as 'an "inspired . penman, is the faithful re-
portingsof -what Ganialiél said... He'is no more
responsible:for.the correctnéss of the'statements
than thé reporter of the courts is for 'the.truth-
fulness of the witnesses’ testrmony, ‘whlch he
takes down. - :

v;The inspiring agent again] must not be held
respcnsrble for. the literal truth.of current forms

deseribed ; :as. ¢ the: sun:wises”: or - sets.” " If
language scientifically correct had: heen used in
place of these current phrages, it would have con-
fused readers, whose ideas were so totally differ.
‘ Poetlcal ‘cxfpresslons', such .asv the plllars of |
wrth, & must be Judged
exactly as we would Judve srmllar expressxons in
i il more 1mportant is it to
observe, }n the ease of such‘books as Job and the

st

ll&Yln" a lelﬂe warrant

J ob’s frrends msrsted
that qu dea.lt out temp 4l )good and ‘evil ac-

cordmo, to ,the preser}t deserts of men a doetrme
which Job rlwhtly e bated We are, ( of « course,
not authorrzed to e clte the lanwuawe of Job’s!
f'nends as. 1nsp1red The dlSGllSSlO a8 put up-
on: record by dlrectron of thp 1nspmnv Agent but
what part of th,e drscussron .we are to reoard as
msprred is one- of fhose - questrons whrch d1v1ne
wisdom has left for the tramln« of the Judwmeut
of H:s people vThe sad despoudln unbehevmg
expressions. in ;{F{eclesmstes requrre to. be esti-
majed  not by themselves 5 for, then they would
necessarrly be reJected as yntrie ;, hut they. must
be weighed :in connection, w1th the book 28 -4
Whole ; a8 brlnvlnv out more. forclbly the leadmg
truth; “the conplusron ot’ the whole matter

Mr Barnes, in his Introductlon to the Psalms,

makes srmrla.r remarks in reference to soms of |

the mos} drﬂicult of those very drﬂicnlt portmns
of Scmpture—the Imprecatory Psalms He
says (Introd. Vol. I, p. xxix.)! “Some of the ex-
pressrons referred to are,a mere record of. the
feelings of : others 5 of the gratrﬁcatlon wh1ch
they would feel, in.seeing yengeance 1nﬂrcted on
the gmlty, even when. reyenge, should be. taken'
m’the mosk, barbarous and savarre manner Iu
suth a case, all that the 1nsp1red writer, or the'
Spmt of 1nsp1ratron, 1s responsrble for, is the
Jfdirness of “the record; ‘or thiat'He has given an:
exaot statement of ‘the feelmgs which would be
chenshed and expressed’ by*thosc who ‘would “in-
flict the vengeance. or-who “should: experlence
gratlﬁcatlon in ‘seeing ‘it.”’ - Referring’to Psalm.
187+ 8,9, he says: «“In’ this there-is nothing
which necessamlg/ implies that the author of the
Psalms would’ approve ‘of ;it; or: that he would
hive done it”himself.’ If the case is 'supposed’
even to mdrcate the commion feelings ‘of: the He-
brew people: . - < stillit-may be a mére record.
of' that feeling'as'a matter of fagt, 'and the Spirit
of mgpn-atlon 18 responsrble only for a -fair ac-
count of the feelmgs whlch would actually exrst »

‘ -

The N W P'resbyteman charges s w1th sneer-
ing atand deriding the other branch of the church:
in our article; of two weeks ago. on Re-union. In.
that rarticle, we:spoke. .of both branches of : the
chureh ‘as, figuratively, dying to rise: and form a
new church inithe Union. We proved the death )
of the Old School, by the fast, perfectly. patent
through all. the: negotratlons, that she had uiterly |

ahandoned herformer haughty, uncompromlsmg‘ oo

and persecuting attitude toward:our body and our
men, and had joined, with us in a mutual recog-

nition of ;orthodoxy, as: the basis of the. .plan of |
union sent\ dowa: to the rPresbyterres All that

New School men had felt and seen, in former
times, of contempt and suspicion in the attitude
of this branch towards themselves, was surren-
dered and disowned in this action. Perhaps we
should have said~—not the Old School Church,
but the Old Schoolism of the Old School Church
is dead,—a’ distinction from which the N. W.
Presbyterian is welcome fo draw all the. comfort
it can, Certainly, we intended no offence to the
immense governing mass of the other branch, who
for six years have been steadily working for re-
union upon an honorable basis, and have trans-
formed so completely the character of their branch,
that even the most positive New School men can
weleome the prospeet of union with them.

el — >~

THE TlllRD PRLSBYTERIAN CHURCA oOF
_ W_ILLIMISPORT-

This church was organized by a Committee of
the Presbytery of Harrisburg on the 3lst of
May last.. It is a colony from the 2d Church
Rev. Mr. ‘Sterlrng 8; and goes out with nonebut
the kindest feelings,and with the full approba-
tion and consent of hoth the pastor and people
of the 24 Church, who have done all that they
could to forward the enterprise. The beautiful
chapel for the accommodation of the3d Chureh,
has . just been completed.; and it was dedicated
to -the worship of Almighty God on Sabbath,
July 4th Rev. Wm. Sterling preached the
sermon, closmv ‘his own church for the occasion.
The house was well filled ; and before the congrega-
tron retired, they wiped out the bebt amounting to
over nine thousand dollars. * Thus, through the
llberahty of Mr Sterlmg s church, has thls house
been erected, and. put into the hands of the new
organlzatron entxrely unembarrassed with debs.

The chapel is a very neat brick building, in
Grothic style, with slate roof. It has two graceful
towers, in one of wh1ch hangs' the old bell of
the ‘7d chu1ch presented by the Trustees of
that church -The audience chamber will seat
about 350 persons.. It is carpeted and cush-
ioned throughout and has stained glass yindows,
and, is lighted on the. same plan as the 24
church making the house at night as brilliant as
|the day. It has also a small gallery for the
choir ; and under' the gallery, an infant school-
oo, 'wh‘ich ‘can “be thrown intothe audience
chaiber during the titie 6F publie worship. The
entire cost, including the lot, is :$16,221 30.’

‘- Two excellent men, Mr. Hiram Mudge azd
‘Mr. Percy’ ' W. Bentley  have been ordained »s
Elders ; and ‘their ‘young " pastor, Rev. William
A Dunmng ‘from: Montrose Presbytery, enters
upon’ ‘his: field of labor w1th most encouraging
prospects of sticeess.

The locatron of ‘this mew church is-an excel-

lent one: Itis in the most beautiful part of the
¢ity, and " in -the' midst of a rapidly increasing
population. The chapel “is ‘erected on the rear
1'end of tlie'lot, on Maynard street ;—leaving the
inain building, when'the congregation grow large
enotgh 'to- requlre it, to front on” West Third
Street
Thus, by the blessmg of God has this cher-
ished enterprise'been aecompllshed. We trust
that before many years it will be one of our most
vigorous, an‘d'active, and influential churches.
o RN ‘ . : ’ S.:
- A .CHANCE' FOR. THE ARITHMETIC MAN.—
The Christian Instructor of this city can’t make
up its mind about the statisties of its own (U.
P.) Church. = In arecent item it steps across the
IXth Commandment to charge us with ¢ falsify-
ing the records’’ in * stating that [the U. P]
Church has Tost- 5,000 during the year. The
| records show a gain of over 3,000.”,

The Instructor itself is our authority for our
statement. We quote its very words in its re-
port of its Assembly :—*number of members
65,624 ; increase by professlon, 4,121 ; by cer-
tificate 3,998 ; decrease 5,059.” We ﬁnd that
the statistical report makes this mean ¢ deaths
and removals 5,059,” but we had no reason at
the time to know that this was the meaning.

The Instructor itself is falsifying the records.
It claims an increase of 3,066, ascribing the ap-
parent . diserepaney to * the carelessness of ses-
sions .in ‘making up the -record.” The facts
'stand, however, and are text enouurh for any ser-
mon we. have. preached on them,—that the net
gain. of -the U. P. Church in-a membershlp of
over 65,000.is just twelve )

"We suggest that if the 1nstructor contmue its
transposmons,of matter, and its substitution of
obseure words for plain ones, that it change its
name to. The Weekly Rebus.

-‘—-ReV-VR.. .H Allen. of Pine St. church re-
ceived the degree of D.D. from Hanover, Ind.
College, at its recent commencement.
et o R 6
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