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- Kerry on the issues

Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts will battle President George W. Bush
on the campaign trail, where they will face off on issues from taxes to gay marriage.
Here, we look at where Kerry stands on the major issues facing the nation.

ABORTION

{oglation that would rerict a
e e i )
only appoint § to the fodemt judiciary who
mhwﬁﬂﬂﬂ Rmv.“%ll?mwnc
Count decision that established 1 woman's right o
an abextion. Kerry votod ageinst beming a mre
abotion procedure: widk: known as “pertial-
ﬁﬂuhutiun“bcmxmi:y&dm(ommmm
exception to potoct the: health of the mother

“If you helieve that choice ix a comstitu-
tiomal right, and I do, ond if you believe
thet Roe v. Wade is the embadiment of that
right ... I will not appoim a justice to the

me Court of the United States wha
will undo that right.” (Portsmouth, N.H.

Jan. 26, 2004)

DEATH PENALTY

, & former utor, 5 the
e o ot oppoes e
argucs that 111 canvicted of murder
have been released from death row because
DNA evidence proved thom not guilty.

“Qur system has made mistakes and it's
been applied in a way that 1 think is wrong.
Sa’mg_’y,. don't beh{'w that, in the end,
you advance the sort of level of your jus-
tice and your system of your civility as a
nation. Many other nations in the waorld —
most of the other nations in the worid have
adopied that idea — that the state should
not in killing. hecause they have
myﬂmme":sq{ witat happenhey 3 when
the state engages in killing.” ( Debate, Los
Angeles_ Feb. 26, 2004}

DEFICIT

Karry says he plans to cut the deficit in half
by the end of 2008 by repealing Bush tax cuts
far Amwericans with incames above $200,000 and
by culting government administmtive cost. He
would call a “Batanced Summt" direct-
ing both political partics to find cost roductions,
minﬂnhhpphﬁ&m.lkmmmm;cm

costs >

Eret ey e ey 2
Medicarc and save i ing federal
ot e by g
that be wax cne of the first Democmats to cndarse
the 1985 Grunm-Rudman-Hallings law thet sct

“1 have promised (o cut the deficit in
half in fowr years, which is precively what
- BHl Clirzon did. If Americans liked the
eight years of Bill Clinton s econowry,
they're going to love the first four years of
John Kevry's.” (Milwaukee. Feb. 15, 2004)

EDUCATION

, who has 1 sistcr who teaches in Boston,
voled for Bush's No Child Left Behind baw, tagt
has criticized it on the campaign tradl, saying it's

finanood and i dy odK:a

arale a Nati ion Trest Fund &0
pay the federal share of education costs and
merease governmoent spending an public-achool
education from $23 8 tillion a year to $35 billion
a year by 2008 Kerry also would use a portion of
a two-year, $50 tillion cconomic stimulus fund o

help financially stales thet are cantem-
plating eacher 8, shuiting schools ar short-
cning yoam

“We want to raise accountability in our
schaols. We want to raise standardy. We
want teachers to be highly certified. What
we don’t wont is to have it implemeniad the
way it is being implemented by Geovge
Bush. He's making it punitive. He's disre-
specting teachers. And he's walked away

his own ive 10 fully fund No
md Left Bebind- (Deb{z te, Milwakes.
Feb. 15, 2004)

EMVIRONMENT

Along with foreign policy, Kerry's other
major kegislative interest has been the coviron-
ment. He has attended intermational suramits on

warming and was anc of the main scna-
toms to block the Bush administration's cfforts
to up the Arctic Nationel Wildlife Refuge

in to ol drillin, has

autoworkess in hm.gnxgwpmmm
mileage standards — a millc‘m that favors
smaller Asian-made cars. He invokes Preident
Kennedy's vision of putting a man on the moan
in calling for equml mﬁlﬂﬂ. to doveloping
alternative sources to reduce depen-
dence on oil. “amgomﬁnmmnrigh
here on carth” he says frequently.

“We deserve a president who under-
standy that it is not a chaice to America of
either ing the environment ar having
Jjobs. Falve choice, false lendership; the
enviranment is jobs. And if we preserve it
properly and set a goal as I wilt, we wit!
produce 20 percent of America's electricity
Jrom alternative and remewable fuels by the
year 2020." {Pembroke, N.H. Feb. 20, 2004)

GAY MARRIAGE

Kerry belioves marrisge shauld be
between a man and woman, but advocates
civil unions for gayz to guarantec gay cou-
ples the same ri as marmicd = He
voted against the Defense of Marmiage Act,
which permitted states to ignore gay wed-
dings performed in other statcs. He opposes
President Bush's plan for a federal constitu-
tional amendiment forbidding same-sex
unions. But he says he would not object to a
similar state amendmcnt in his home statc of
Massachusetts, provided that it othcrwise
gives gay couples the same rights a5 married
oo

“Are we prepared to provide rights 1o
all Americans, sa that they share the same
rights as ather people, not the same ter-
minclogy o staius? 1 bhelieve that the
righs, the spousal rights, the right of
inkheritance, the right with respect to
taxes, the right with respect 1o visitation
ina ho.qwgf there are a whole series of
rights. I'm for those rights heing afforded
to every single American.” (New York.
Feb. 29, )

HEALTH CARE

woudd provide tax breales to
de:xrycmdls mpmi-immhmemmcwm
the same health-case progmm availatie 1o mem-
bers of and federal cmployees. Under
his plan, the federal govemment would pay 75
peecent of ic health costs — illnesses
that cost more than 50,000 — thus reducing
the cast of health insurance for employers.
Kery estimates the plan wauld coet an averags
of $72 hillicn a year for the fimst five ycars and
over about throe-quarters of currently unin-
sured Americans.

“Just one year ago, 1 was diagnosed
with prastate cancer. 1 stand before you
100 percent cured now, but I was lucky.
Ax a U.S. senator; I could get the best
health care in the warld. Most peaple
aren’t 3o lucky, and we need to change
that. That's why my plan gives avery
American access to the same kind of
health care that members of Congress
give themselves. We wilf cover 96 per-
cent of all Americans, and 99 percent of
our children.” (Cedar Rapids, fowa.
Dec. 14, 2003)

IMMIGRATION

Koy opposcs Bush's “guest-worker” immi-
gration plan, but supposts similar goals of giv-
ing immigrants in the United Suw:‘i)l‘lzally a
chanot to legalize their status. He permit
young undocumentced forigness to sttend col-

in the United States provided -
:ﬁ‘:mm high school mpmv they prmdumt

GHUGK XENMEDY)KNT

“The president’s plan is really a plar to
exploit workers in America. It’s not o reat
fmmigration reform plan. What I want to do
is have a firll immigration refarm plan that
imvolves earned legalization; brvolves the
technology and support we need an the bor-
der; wur? with {Mexicar) Prexideny
(Vicente} Fox in onder 16 have o legitimae
guest worker program: and, finally, we need
10 crack dovwn on those it Ammerica
who hire itlegally and exploit wark-
ery in the United States. It mokes more
sense to bring them ous of the shadows and
sart working them toward citizenship.
(Debate. Los Angeles. Feb. 26, 2064)

Kcrrérmdmmnhmimwx,hlm}sﬂmh
should have created a larger coalition and

should have tumed to war only as a last resost.
He voted against $87 billion in reconstruction
money for Iraq and Afghanistan, saying Bush
should h‘-;;gd for tlg:.mlln ﬁlim&mﬁng
some of his tax cuts. He says he would interma-
tionalize reconstruction with help of UN. allies

"I voted not specifically to go o war. |
voted for a W”‘-':{"«:- - mmgom that we
out of the president by standing up to

was that he was going to go 1o the

UN. and build en international coalition. a
true international coalition. Going so war
s @ lawt resort. If  had been president 1
would have wanted that authority. it wars the
only way to hold (Saddam Huxsein)
accountable. But if you helieve § would have
ased that ausharity and gone 10 war the way
Giearge Bush did, then you should mat vore
Jor me." (Rortsmonth, N.H. Jan. 26, 2004)

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

Kemy mays the Bush admiénistration has not
boen engaged in the peace . But he has
sent conflicting signals to Arab Americans and
to the Jewish community about haw he would
become mose active. At first he su that
former President Jiumy Curter would be his
spocial envay, bt when Jewish leadera object-
ed, he then mentioned former President Bill
Clinlm,Hcla:denwibchsmd‘smmigr
fence as a “basticr to peace,” but later said
Jsmucl is entitiod to sccurc #ts border: In June
Z{m,lnuidBush'sdedﬁunmm‘p(mlmt
to negatiate with Palestintans was a “cata-
ot l- ~|l .n

"A president has afways been
of being able o aﬂmﬂ honest

broker, ing aur friends, leveragi
whazw:‘m‘sto, ﬁ“ingmeﬁmlm
ﬂ‘.:hmupnoustodqﬁlerhe[xm.h'sup
t0 the Ies (o negotiale the , and

o the e o e e pesce

the paviies can be a peace that holds.”

(Des Momes. Nov. 16, 2003)

JOBS

Rerry has a multifaceted 1o hoost the
cconomy thet includes ing tax cuts for
trxpayer with incomes over $300,000 and
using thctmmnnmyml?yfmmpmhd_
heaith care and college assiatance, creating a
two-year, $50 billion economic-stimulus fund,
and reducing the deficit. Kerry says be would
also eliminate tax inoentives that encowrage
companics to go overseas and would enforce

R e
of ce-

uix: jobs, ax would a renewed focus by his
"“We put peaple back to work by being
fair, by closing loopholes, by investing in
education, by lnvesting in job training, b
imvesting in mamifacturing, all choices zgtl.!
the Bush adminisiration doesm’t want o
talk about, hasn 't tatked about and chooses
w ignore” (Washington. March 11, 2004)

SOCIAL SECURITY

Kerry opposcs plans to let individuals imvest
portions of their Social Security taxes in the
stock mewket and s moves to cut back
benefits. He hag that an improved ecan-
amy will lxlp put Socisl Security on sound
ﬁnaminlfming‘hnhnsnddfugiﬂxpedf-
ic plan to address the pressure on Sor
Sccurity placed by retiving taby boomers.

"o matter what wes said in Washington

-.. the wromg way fo cut the deficit iz to cut

Social Seturity benefitc. If I am preyident,

we're simply not going o do it And if I am

the Democratic mominee, I welcome this

dehate. This is a debate that 1 vill win and we

will win and we will restare our ecomomty in a

waay that 18 fair t Americans without destroy-

irng the solenin contract of Social Security in

s nation.” (Las Angeles. Feb. 25, 2004)

TAXES -

Kerry voicd against Bush's tax cuts in 2001
and 2003. He would repeal President Bush's tax
cats for thase carming maore than $200,000. He
would retain tax breaks aimed at the middle
class, such as the child tax coadit, the roduction
in the so-called marviage penalty and lower tax
mites. He also would Jower capi ins and
dividend taxes for the middie cwdmm
would use tax crodits lo help people obiain
health care and a college ion Busincases
would get tax incentives to cscate jobs, but he
woukd eliminate other onrporaie tax breaks,

"“lt°s wrong when companier urn their
hacks on the country, their community and
their workers to chase tax loopholes and
iax avaidance. It's time we had an econo-
my that's ne not fust by the values of our
stocks but the values of our families.”
(Bedford, N.H. Jan. 7, 2006)

TRADE

Kerry has 2 long record of voting for libeaal-
izod trade — from the 1993 North American
Froe Trade Agrecment to the 2002 lcgislation
that gave the prosident grester powers fo negoti-
sk ﬁdealf%myhundpﬁcdmﬂwm
paign trail; he says maunglndcnsmm
will undergo a 120-day review to cnaurc that
truding partners arc living up to the pacts. He

the pending Central American Free
mde Agrcement and the Free Trade Area for
the Americag, sayin, lack adoquate: Iabar
nndcmimn:\(rl @snft:ymmnplwlnmx

“There's been a dramatic shift in the
world and whot has happened io jobs over
the course of the last fow years. Pe.
three or jbg years ag{), fwbqun tdr{"h:?
abaut haw it is critical that in any trade
agreement, we now need to negotiate labor
and trade, labor and environment sxan-
dards.” (Milwatkee. Feb. 15, 2004)

VETERANS

Remy, a Vietnam War combat vetcran, has
potrayod himsclf on the shwnp as the reluctant
warmior — the decorated Ni mﬁw
winﬂmplutcdcdﬂnnwﬁny:h
improve vetemns' health cam: snd resolve ane of
and the fedend govemment — the inability of
muty dizablod velzrans to receive the full amoant
of their refirement pay while reociving the full
said he would support increasing the combert-
desth benefit to families from $6,000 to $12,000.

“oday, 90,000 veterans are waiting for
care at VA hospitals, and 41,000 veterans
are waiting for their first doctors’ visits. We
shouldn 't be neglecting the care for our
troopy and their families before, during
and after war.” (Des Moines, lowa, Nov.
10. 2003)

— James Kulnhenn, Knight Ridder
Washingion correspordent
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