4 | The Behrend Beacon

Friday, October 29, 2004

Five
significant
achievements

Tax reliet

Tax-cut
n 22001 mﬂ
roduced the tax
burden on vitwlly
every American
Foonomists general-
ly agree that the tax
cuts aleo
stinmdaie a faltering
. Critics
WM that any
benefit was muore
than offset by the
ong-term cost of

Scticits soed mm’
ies in the tax system.

oa"
drugs.
Onixc. 8, Bush
mm
ton-drug covemge
10 Medicare. Be-
ginning in 2006,
sendons will be able
o sign up for cowes-
age. ot cost of sbout
$3A5 a month, thet is
expected 1o ot the
avemge prescrip-
bill n hdf.
The new hencéit is
expected o cost the
federal gwennent
al loast billion

over the next 10
yxans.

3 War on
forvoriam.

[n response to the
Sept. 11 sttacks,
ush launched &
War on monsm
that dealt a sipnifi-
cant blow to the
al-aida terrarist
network and toppled
the Taliban regime
in Afghanistan,
Working with
Coagress, the
administnstion atso
created the Home-
Depariment in the
largest roorganiza-
tion of government
sinoe World War If.

Warin rag.
The WHE Wil

controversial, o

Husein. Bush

seret the invass
on Mawh 19, XX8.
Just theee wocks

futer, LS. roops
stormed into

Ragixted. Asit
tumiex] out, the war
was the casy part.
More troops huve
diod since Busih

dectared magor com-
tumwt‘:t?ﬁ;yl.
Xﬁl:mmﬂ:m
itscll. No
dmmm
hane been found.
Bush vows to deved-
op stable democncy
in Imq.

No Child Let
Behind.
The education law
that Bush munde 0
3 9 o
et et
muath and reading
tesis tor clementary-
school students and
sceks 1o hold failing
schools accountable.
Parents with childrens
in poos-perfonming
whools have the
option of transler-
ring to another
school. Critics say
the fedeml
ment hes fatled ©
fodkow theough with
funding io carry out
the new lew.
~ Ron
Hutcheson

Bush on the issues

President George W. Bush will battle Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts on the
campaign trail, where they will face off on issues from Iraq to the economy.
Here, we look at where Bush stands on the major issues facing the nation.

ABORTION

- Bush opposes abartion, but says the country
is ot roady 0 outlaw the . He says
his goel ix to promote “a culture of life” that
hetp change public opinion. Meantime,
he new restrictions om io,
i the recently enacted ban an the proce-
dure often called “partial-birth ahortion.” He
said during the 2XX) campaign that he would
fct make: abortion i litmus-test issue for any
Supreme Cowrt nominee,

“During the past three years sve 've
muade reaf progress tosvand balding a -
e of life in America. ... Working with the
Congress. we have refised to spend tax-
payers’ money on internalional programs
that promene abortion overseas. We 're
oppoved to the desiruction of embryos for
stem-cell rexeurch. Amd lasi Novembey. it
wyry iy fonar w sign inzo law a ban on the
brutal provedure of partial-birth aborion.”
(Telephome call 1o “March for Life™ in
Washington, 3.C. Jan. 22, 2064}

DEATH PENALTY

Bush favors the doath penalty and autho-
rized mewe than 150 exccutions when be was
rernor of Texas. He believes that it deters
utwe crimex. He supported expanding the
federal death penalty 1o include terronsm-
redsted crimes,

1 suppewt she death pesalis bevause §
believe, if adminiviered swifilv und jusiic.
capiial punishmeri is o deterrens againy
Tivure viodeace ard will save oher innp-
cent lives. ... The threas of being pul tir
decah might deter someome from wking
another life.” (From A Charge 1o Keep,”
Bush's 1999 auwhiography}

DEFICIT

Bush inhcrited a $237 bittion foderal tad,
susplus that has temed into a rocoed $521 bt
tion deficil, thanks t an coonomic rocession,
the aftenshocks from Sepl. 11, the war with
Inuq, the stock market tiomble, increased goy -
crmment spending and tax cuts. He promises to
cut the deficit in holf within five years with a
plam that relies heavily o his behief that the
mproving economy will bring a big increase
tax revenues. He also wants b impose spending
limits on Congress. Bosh and his advisers
downplay risk from the deficit by arguing thin
W not 90 large as & proportion of the cconomy.

“The reason we are where we wre, in
rerms of the defici. is because we wen
throngh a revession, we weve attocked, amd
we re fighiing a war. And these are high
herdles for a Budpet and for a couniry i
ovenvevne, and yer we've overcome thene. .
And as the evonony gets bevsier, it enables
X 0 send up o budget 1o the Congress thay
doey cut the deficit in half” { The Whize
House. Feb 2. 2004}

EDUCATION

Bush'’s No Child Left Behind biw socks to
improve education by imposing new standands
on schools and holding them accountable for
faiture. The law requires annual testing in muth
and reading for grades three through esght, and
at least once dunng hagh schoot. Parents can
transfer their chikinen out of schixls with con-
sistently kow scores. Cntics say that the federal

crmment has failed fo provide adequate fund-
mgto states meet the kiw s gouls. Bush
says that foderal speading for cdixcaton has
increased by nearly 60 percent betwoen X0
and 20(8. He his also mcreased federat funding
for charter schools. public mstitutions thit oper-
ate independently from public schoot systems.

“If the idea is o make sure not one
child is lefi behind, vou better texs. ... We've
L0 10 3top this business abot just shuf-
fling kieds through the schools in America.
We 've ged 1o stop sacial preeneotion and
focus on whether or not cach child is get-
ting the instruction he or she needs.” (5.
Lows. Jun. S, 20

ENVIRONMENT

Bush tavors market-based approaches 1o
cnvronmental protecion sid fus sought o case
governoment regulation of business. He aban:
donod the Kycoto treaty on global wanming
because of concerns that it woudd damage the
LLS. ecomumy, it has pledged wo find alher
ways o reduce emissions that contnbute W the
problem. His Clear Skies intiative gives power
plant opersons mose flexibelity in mr::f
emissions wrgets thit are supposed 10 reduce
emissions of sullur doade, mtrogen oades and
mercury by X0 pesoent. He favors opening 1.3
millut? a?ms Jﬁ: v mlllt&mucm'.:'muf
National Wildlile Kefuge 10 il and gas explo-
raton. He has pledged 1o spend $1.2 billiog on
i hydrogen-fuel initistive that secks to make
hyth)gw'xmtred cars wadely avatable and
affordable by 212

e wary des ke sure tha the job
supply is steady arad gronying ia the lotg-
rerm ds & furve o ecadisiie ctergy vy,
coupled with realistc eminmmental policy.
. People jn this covantry noast undersiand
s we can fiave a pro-groweh agenda, o
pro-jeds ageada amd @ pro-emviramnent
auenda at the same time” [ The White
Henise, Sepn. 16, 2004}

GAY MARRIAGE

Bush mitialty resisted the kiea of a constitu-
tivnal amendment banning gay marmages, bat
changed his positin in February. He sasd o
<ot ruling m Massachusetts and gay mar-
mages by bocal officaiats in Uahiornes and New
Mexico Ieft him no choice. Whate Brouwse asdes
sy Bush lavors an amendment that sould ban
gy marmiages bt bt states docide whether to
allowe crtl dons or othier armangements g
stop short of tnaditional mamage.

“Murridge cannot he severed from ity
crdrurad, religious end navsrad s withove
wodhening the good influenee of sxiery.
Governsmwnt, v Ferogsizing aad protecing
sartiage, serves the interests of ol . The
amerulmens should fulfc provect srringe.
while leaving v state legislarures fiee o
nude their own chodves in defining bsed
arsangesnents other duw snarriage " 1 The
White: Hemse. Feb. 24, XM )

ERIC SEALSIIRT
possitality of exiensions. Employers would heve
o certify that no Amcricans were available for
jobe filled by temporary workess.

“This e tenyxwary-warked program
veill strensgehen hovlt the American cod
Mexican coswmiies. The Lnited Suites witl
henefit from the labor of hard-working immi-
grams. Mexico will benedit as productive cini-
seny are able w renwn home with numey 1o
irvest and \perxd in their nation’s ecanom.”
{Crnsyewd. Tevass. Mavch 6, 20(M 5.

IRAQ

Brush contends that the war in frsg was noces-
sary becowse Seddam Hussein's regme was “a
gonve and gathesing dunger” to the Lnited Stikes,
even if LN, troops do not find weapons of mes
destruction. He hus vowed o stay in I s long
ax it takes b establish a stable democncy. He
Wkes sue with ondics who say that he labed 1o
win intemeticrd support foe the war, ixding thet
moee than A0 nations heve agroed to help the LS.
cilort 1n some way. The White House list of allics
an Iraq includes Fritres, Micronesia, Angola and
several sther ooatnies whose assestance is imited,

“f e @ chadice 1o nuake — vither o
rike the sond of a medman, oy wke uction
10 defend our cowmry. Faced with 1hat
choive. I will defemd America every me”
(Dallas. Merch 8 2(N4)

HEALTH CARE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

Hush advocates new tax credits of up to
S 1,001 for indavaduats and $3,000 ko {mnihes
tor help umnsured Anwencans pay for heatth
insunance. He wold also det small basinesses
hand together 1o nepuliste group rates from
health-msumnce companses. Another proposal
seeks 1o hiotd dosn medical costs by hmiting
domage awards in kiwsunts agunst doctors aad
othier health-care providers. He would cap non-
evonomme damages for ssaes such as “pmn and
suflenng” of $230.000 und put what be calls
“reasomable " himits on pumtive damapes.

TCher gl o e ensare e Americans
can uwase eond affend privee healh~care
cnxvage ha bess fis thety indivichaal needs.
A oo tii-run health coare sesiem i the
wrwig prescripiion. By keeping conts under
v, expanding aceess, and helping meve
Amcracas qffond coverage. we will presene
the systens sof peivase medicine thar emake's
Amewive's health cune the best in the world.”
Stvie of the Unient speecds. Jan. 20, 20045

IMMIGRATION

Bush has urged Congress 1o creste & new tem-
posary-woeker program that would Jet an estet-
ed B miltion foreigners who are in e country
illegalty sgmam begal status, Flwe program. open o
imrmgrazks froes anmy coumry, woubd let tompo-
rary workens stigy for up wo three years, with the

Push has goae fuither than any other U8,
ident i calling for crsation of an sndependent

Palestinian stute, but he has also maintained close
bes wiath Esmedi Prime Minsster Anicl Sharon
Affter indtiafly sesasting calls for US. mwolvement
in the tsroedi-Palestinin dispute, Bush jumpod
wd the [ray in X003 by enkindng a “roadmap for
peace.” '[he plan roquires smclis and Palestinans
to take o senes of s W sise ensions, bt it fus
heen bargely ignored. The Bush administation
has protestod the construction by Ismclis of &
fence around Palestinian areas bt has avosded o
disect confrontation on the issue.

“America iy commined. and 1 am per-
sonally comminied. to implementing owr
renad micp tonvard pence. Onr efforts e
guicled by clear principles: We believe tha
all people in the Middle Eust — Arab and
Iswaeli alike — deserye 1o live in dignisy
under free and henest governments.” (The
White House. March 14, 2003

JOBS

The cconveny bas sulffered s et loss of abow
I million jobe since Bush ook office.
Adnunistration officials express confidence that
muodest recent kb g — abowt 1.7 million
uver the past yeor — will increase as the ecom»
my imguoves. Lven so. the White Hotese hacked
away from its prediction that the coonomy would

gin 2.6 milbon jobs this year. Bush contends
zrjubpmﬂ:hndideMumm

}~lclmrdmdam£:in;hnmemup
more job growth. It lsfmmﬁmc;upu-
munent, implementing a 54 cner-

“We 'l keep this government on the side
oy groweh um{’ Job creation, so American
Mesinesses can compere and prosper. We'll
Jocus on job mraining and aducation, so
Americans can improve their skills and
improne their lives. We'll get the policies
right, and the American people will do the
rest.” (Cleveland. March 11, 2004

SOCIAL SECURITY

Overtmuling Social Socurity is near the
d‘Bmh'ssccom!-tcxmngnmﬁ?Hk}imn
ket younger workers invest a small part of their
SmiaiSmuitymmintl:stmknf::“hﬁu’
other private investments. Older workers would
be allowed to stay in the current system. Under
the current system, younger warkers pay for
benctits to older retirees. Under Bush's plan,
warkers would set aside for their own
retirement. Bush has not said how hie would
deal with huge transition costs to meke sure
retirees get their benefits while y work-
ers sock awary cash for their own retirements,

“Today, young warkers who pav into
Social Securiry might as well be saving
their money in their mattresses. ... Persomal
savings acoounts will wansform Secial
Security from a government IGU into per-
soncd propersv and roal assets: propersy
that workers will envn int their own names
and that they can pass adong 1o their chit-
dren.” (The White Howse. May 2, XX}

TAXES

Bush conterxds that the tax cuts he pushed
through Con putled the economy oot of
mﬂdnnnmﬂut;wda new glm'thc;\:la Now
e wants Congress to peemanently extend the
tax cuts hefore they expine in 2011, Acconding
to White House budget officials, the lost rev-
coue from Bush's tax cuts accounts for shout
one-fourth of the reoord $521 billion deficit, but
Bush comemds that the loss will be mone than
offsct by increased reveme as the

s He also has more Wix cots in mind
for tus second term, including expanded tax
breaks for certain savings accounis

“With the lurgest tax relicf since Ronald
Reagan wax president, we “ve lefi more
money in the hands that earmed it. By
spending and investing amd helping create
new jobs, the American people have used
their monev far beter than the government
waonld have.” (Los Angeles, March 2, 2004 )

TRADE

Bush is an outspoken advocate of froe trade
whw has pushed for tmde agreements with coun-
tries around the workd. His second-term goals
inchxde a proposal to link the entire Western
Hemisphere m s pact similar o the North
American Free Trade A But Bush bes
sometimes deviated frowm his free-trade princi-

.1 a mewe tht critics considered ¢
ﬁ;:icnl. he imposcd taniffs on fmcignm
AR 1o protect the U8 steel industry. He lifted
them late last year i avoid a trade war with
Fawrope and sanctions {rom the World Trade
Oxganization, which ruled the taniffs itlegal.

“Instead of huilding barriers m mrade,
we must break down these barriers so that
good products, American producis, are wel-
cemned cnd sold on every condinent. ... One
in five faciory jobs in this coumry direcily
depenits on trade. The surest way to threar-
en these jobs is a policy of economic isola-
tion.” {Cleveland. March 10, 2004)

VETERANS

Bush says tut hix administration has cut the
average time for processing veterans' disability
claims by 30 percemt. He tor eliminate the
wailing list for veterans’ health-care services by
this summer. Although Bush says health-care
frnding for velerans has abio increased bz:()
peroent since he ook office, the funding has not
suitisficd vetesans . Both the Veteruns of
Forcign Wars and the American [egion called
Busds’s proposed 2005 health-care hudget of
2095 !uplﬁm inackexpunte.

"“Many veterans kave obzerved that the
government seemed to work a lot more effi-
ciently when it wanied something from
them. When the Draft Board got your file,
it wiwked efficiently. But mow, when you
nevd health care, forms get lost and
answers come iate. That is #o way o redi
America’s velerans, and that is going to
change.” (Mitwaikee. Aug. 20, %l }

-~ Row Huxheson, Knight Ridder
Washingion correspondent
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