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Qut of Bounds

There were both positive and nega-
tive signs in the 2000 NBA All-Star
came this past weekend that give
NBA tuns a sense of where the league
is headed this century. The high-fly-
ing, quick-paced action of the
league’s new stars is enough to keep
fans in the seats of many arenas
throughout this country, and now,
even Canada (with the emergence of
Vince Carter in Toronto). However,
the way the mediais portraying these
young stars is a disgrace to the play-
ers before them., who made the league
what it is today.

This issue is something new for the
NBA. who has always kept and re-
spected the tradition of the league’s
original stars. The league has always
made sure that young players thank
carlier generations of players, who
laid down the foundation for one of
this countrv’s most ponular sports

Snyder is the Edi-
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So when Karl Malone threatened
to sit out this year's All-Star game
because of the younger players that
were gleaming in the spotlight of the
vultures that we call “the media.” it
sent a message (o the entire league
that the prided history of the NBA
was being quickly forgotten.

One example...Vince Carter - 2nd
year, slam-dunk star on a team with
a 26-21 record is surrounded by 36

reporters. A couple yards away sits
John Stockton - all-time NBA assist
and steal leader, multiple All-Star
Game appearances, considered great-
est point guard of all time on a team
with a 29-18 record, surrounded
by...6. Just 6 reporters, not even
enough for each reporter to match
each assist that Stockton averages per
game. 8.6 assists per game (4th in
the NBA)...6 reporters. What an in-
sult.

1don’t blame Stockton’s teammate
Malone for the threat. You have a
league that is trying to establish a
more exciting image with younger
stars at a time when the most success-
ful teams in the league are led by vet-
erans.

Portland, the Western Conference’s
first place team, is led by veterans like
Scottie Pippen and Steve Smith. In-
diana. in the East. is cnached hv T ares

Bird, a legend by himself, and led on
the court by veterans Reggie Miller,
Mark Jackson, Dale Davis and Rik
Smits. The most successtul NBA
team that is led by a young player is
San Antonio, led by Tim Duncan.
Surrounding Duncan? Veteran David
Robinson. Veteran Avery Johnson.
Veteran Mario Elie.

It’s obvious that success in the
NBA isn’t measured by showotf
youngsters. 1’s measured by expe-
rience and fundamentals, however
“boring” that may sound. It’s time
the media realizes that, and covers
the real stars...the ones winning the
NBA Championships, not the ones
we hike to give the distinction of “the
league’'s next big star,” atitle we give
out every new year o a new NBA
“star.”

Intramural 4 vs. 4 Coed Volleyball
Entries: deadline is Friday, February 18, at 4:00 p.m.
[Entry Fee: $2.00 will be charged to your student account
Divisions: Coed only

Tournament: Round robin for each league. Top two teams
from each league will advance to a single elimination
championship bracket.

Time and Place: Games will begin the week of February 21

and will be played at various times. All games are to be played
at Erie Hall.

Notes: You must check the glass case by Sunday, February 20,
to see when your team plays. There will not be a captains
meeting

Intramural 6 vs. 6 Volleyball
Entries: Deadline is Friday, March 3, at 4:00 p.m

Entry Fee: $2.00 will be charged to your student account
Divisions: Men’s Women'’s and Coed

Tournament: Round robin. Single elimination championship
brackets for all teams to follow league play.

Time and Place: Matches will be played Monday thru
Thursday evenings at various times.

Notes: League play will begin around Tuesday, March 14.
There is a MANDATORY captains meeting on Monday,
Murch 13, at 8:00 pm in the Erie Hall classroom.
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CLASS RING DAYS

THE CLASS RING IS A SYMBOL OF YOUR
ACHIEVEMENT, THE DIPLOMA YOU WEAR.

AN ARTCARVED RING REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE

AT THE PENN STATE BEHREND BOOKSTORE ON
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, AND FRIDAY,

FEBRUARY 25, FROM 10:00 A.M.UNTIL 3:00 P.M.

PLEASE STOP BY AND SEE THEIR SELECTION OF
OFFICIAL PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
RINGS. SPECIAL DISCOUNTS WILL BE
'OFFERED AT THIS TIME.




