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Junior’s for your Comedic Emergency

by Katie Przepyszny
stadt writer

Lveryvbody Likes o good show
right? Butif you'se hitevery dollar
movie out there, or have seen The
Sineh Sense tor the seventh tme.
mavbe 1Us time yvou try something
new!

At H02 State Streetim downtown
Erie. sits agrand old building that 1s
home 1o Ji's Last Laugh Comeds
Club and Restaurant. along with
Doug’s Punchline. But “what's this
place all about you ash? Why s
“Where the kwghter begims!™

Jris s alocally -owned and operated
club. To check out ashow you must
be 21 vears of age. and postive 1D s
required. Now that that's out of the
way. leUs get to the good stuft!

For starters. several knockout
shows ure seheduled o take place at
Jrsthis month, Like Seinticld? From
October - Toth, adult contempo-
rary comedian Jerry Diner, who has
co-starred on NBC's Seinfield. will
entertain the crowd by using o vari-
ety of characters. Care for more ofa
consumerist humorist? Check out
Bob Somersby, who will be takimg the
stage Octaber 20st-231d.

Somersby has been on Politically Tn-

from

correct. and has pertormed tor Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. Sullveady tormore
laughter? See Tom Cotter from Octo-
ber 28th-30th and enjoy his quality
impressions and wacky anecdotes.
Cotter has previousty been seenona
variety of tamous programs, includ-
ing N'EV. VHIL the Disney Channel.
and Comedy Central. You've seen

these taniliar taces betore, but not
hive in Erie. Now™s vour chance!
Without a doubt. audicnee partici-

mey
e

Ir's Last Laugh on State Sureet

pation at Jr's makes for an even
greater time, Buto would you reaily
like to make your way into the spot-
hight! Each evenimyg a local guest
hosts Jr's shows. Here's wonce ina
Hitetime chanee to spend a tew min-
utes perfornung your own stand-up
routine betore spending the remain-
der of the evening as emeee.

So how do you stgnup’? The next
time vou hit a show at Boso Al out
the card on your able. Nominale
voursell. a famthy member. or a
friecnd. The only prereguisite is the
previous attendance 1o a Ir's show,

Then. listen up for the Jr's staft o
draw names. Oh...and don’t worry
i vou are a first-timer: the Jr's staff
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is always ready to provide some
guidance in putting together an act!

While you are waiting for your
name to be drawn, why not gather
sone [riends and try your luck in an-
other drawing? By logging onto the
website, www jrslastlaugh.com/
contest.hum, and filling out o simple
contest entry form. you will be ¢li-
gible fora drawing to win a [ree table
tfor ten at the funniest club down-
town!

And do you need a way to cel-
ebrate this year's holiday season?
Keep in mind that iU's not too early

to book your '99 Christmas party. as
well as plan for this year's "Forget-
The-Darn-Y2K-At-Jr’s-New-Year-
Celebration!” For $40.00 you can
attend this onetime show only and
enjoy a midnight champagne toast
followed by a hot breakfast, while
laughing it up to Boston comic,
Freddy Stone.

In the meantime, make yourselt at
home at Jr's connecting bar, Doug’s
Punchline. The kitchen is open and
ready at 4:00 PM to serve specialty
sandwiches, soups, salads, appetiz-
ers, munchies, and drinks.

And, every Wednesday Doug's
Punchline brings to you dueling pi-
anos night from 7:30 PM-11:30 PM.
Come hear all those familiar nes
with some creative, new lyrics at a
show free of cover charge!

So when does the fun begin? Jr’s
show times include 7:30 PM on
Thursdays, and 7:30 PM and 10:30
PM on Fridays and Saturdays.
Thursday shows are priced at $8.00
and Friday and Saturday shows cost
$10.00. In addition, Friday’s 10:30
PM show is a special nonsmoking
late program. Call today for reser-
valions to guarantee your scating.
Tickets and gift certificates are for
sale atJr's during all business hours,
or over the phone by credit card.
With prepaid tickets, arrive a half-
hour in advance to hold your table.
Otherwise, plan on arriving one hour
before the show to buy tickets at the
door. Remember, for all your com-
edy emergencies...call 814-401-
091!

Behrend rocks with the Field

by Leanne Acklin
sttt writer

As the crond assembled onthe ski
stope tor The Gathering Field show,
wcortain awhwardness was evident
between chigues,

And then we were told to move
closer to the stage. Why we were so
far away in the lirst place s
anybody s guess. Tsuppose it was out
of respect tor the popular regional
band. o give themtheir space. What-
ever the reason. by the tme the sun
started o set on Septemiber 24th we
were standimg. o, more ke sway-
ing. shoulder 1o shoualder with our
Behrend compadres.

1. tor one, wais becoming engulted
in the incredible sound that filled the
slopes and notjust becatse Twas be-
side the right speather twhere Tehose
o remain Tor the rest of the night).
The Gathering Freld was completely

foreign o me, exeept i name. which
I became famibiar wih by reading the
posters tached up around campus
(which goes o show how much Lin-
tervene with wmazing takent).

These guys began o play and the
majority ol the crond staned to danee
around a litde. This was a happening
born merely from the rhiythimn ol the
bass tcompliments of Lrie Ricbimg ),
prominence ol the drams tpounded
out by Ruy Defude). and tlattery of
the electric guitar ripped upon by
Dave Brown) complementing the
smooth, amiable, yet torcetul voiee
of Bil) Deasy and his acoustic. The
crond was involved in the actual
muasic. in the hyries ol “Lostin
America” and Shghtly Armless™
Sadly. this is ararity these days. with
the dizzying light shows and the
glammed up hype ol mose concerts,
Relreshingly, the only Tight show
happening on the slope was i enor-

mous bontire. which only added to
the sincere feehing of a backyard
party. the kind you used to go toin
high school where everyone just
hung back and relaxed for a good
tme.

The music itsell was (rather, s, as
[ found out by listening to their CDs)
curiously clear. It bears itself openly
1o you through its lyrics relating to
subjects such as finding yourself (of-
ten unsuccessiully) and gripping re-
lationships. But the music contrasts
the words, speaking 1o you an unex-
plainable fevel deeper than what can
be comprehended in an almost mys-
teriousty uplifting fashion. In
layman's terms, the music pulls you
in and the words make you think.

After the concert, the band did the
traditional step-otf-the-stage disap-
pearing act. But surprisingly they
stuck around backstage. signing CDs
and talking to their funs. When Ttook

my turn complimenting their music
and their show, they simply nodded
their heads and said. “thanks.” as
genuinely as their concert was. And
when prompted for a quote for the
Beacon, they just told me to make
up ane. That's right, no big time rock
star legal lawsuit considerations, just
real people involved in real conver-
sation. Who knew that could still
happen? So here it is, "Behrend Col-
lege is incredible and Leanne is a
babe.” --The Gathering Field.

We love you too, GF!! For facts
on their refeases (three CDs have
been released so far, I believe). his-
tory (this IS after all a Piusburgh
based band), or how to become a
Gathering Field Representative,
among other information, access
www,gatheringficld.com. You can
also check out www.sgi.net/gather-
ing/ for other info, or call (412) 828-
2910.
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DiFranco stays on the
righteous path

by Douglas Smith
stafl writer

Ani DiFranco has released her fif-
teenth album. It is enutled Fellow
Workers and is getting much praise
from devoted fans. This 18-track re-
lease spans the ages in more ways than
one.

This album was of course released
through DiFranco’s own label, Righ-
teous Babe Records. All of DiFranco’s
releases have been provided to us from
this label because of her entreprencur-
ial spirit to start her own record com-
pany. This label has beenin existence
since 1990, making DiFranco one of
the most respectable women in the
music business of this decade.

One of DiFranco’s most criucally
acclaimed albums was her last release,
Up Up UP Up Up Up. Ttwas actually
released at the beginning of this year,
which shows that DiFranco’s tolk
style has grown over the years 10 be-
come even more widely accepted.

On the new album, Dikranco teams
with another folk singer, Utah Phillips.
It is actually their second collabora-
tion having released an albumeentitled
The Past Didn't Go Anyiwvhere in 19906,
This album’s title refers o the corrup-
tion of unions in America. Utah
Phillips brings back a history and the
feelings of those searching for a bet-
ter life. Despite his feelings coming
from many decades ago, it connects
to the workers ol today because of the
domination of corpurate power.

“Joe Hill™ is one of the most com-

pelling songs on the release because
of its history of a disgruntled citizen
of the union system. It is actually
copyrighted back in 1938, so listen-
ers can analyze the connections be-
tween the years.

Many of the songs teature more
spoken word than actual singing.
Also featured are “Stupid’s Song”
and “Stupid’s Pledge.” Aline states.,
“All those chum will have to find
some other chump to screw.” The
attitude is very clear. “Stupid’s
Pledge™ is a spin-oft of the Pledge
Allegiance.  The last line refers o
“monopoly and cheap labor for all.”
Lines like these make the disapproval
ol the way companics are run very
clear,

DiFranco is a very creative
songwriter and overall musician. She
helped write seven of the songs on
Fellow Workers, but her musical tal-
cot is showcased. DiFranco plays
acoustic. tenor, baritone, and steel
guitars along with the banjo, mando-
lin, thumb piano, and some percus-
sion hesides adding extra vocals.
DiFranco uses many difterent forms
of musical expression to help present
the mood of Utah Phillips™ words.

Expect more from DiFranco and
Righteous Babe records, who have
been “tolking you up sinee 19907
More collaborations will come, God
willing.  Until then, look for
DiFranco to continue her very unique
style as we have come 1o know her
as a solo artist.

Another reason to go

by Erin Henninger
staft wrter

Alright, 'l adant ie 1 had nothing
better to do on Saturday night than it
in my dorm room and watch NBC s new
show, Freahs and Gechso What 1 saw
was not a comedy about junior high
school. Instead. Fredks and Geeks was
more of a cross between [he Wonder
Years and Forest Gump. But unlike
those two classies, it lacks the comedy
reliet that allows viewers o rune-in
without being on antidepressants.

The focus is on two teens. Lindsay
and Sam: asister and brother living ina
houschold with an authoritanan father
and a submissive mother. Lindsay s
having issues with the recent death of
her Grandmother. Also. she doesni fit
in with the crowd al school. Sam’s is-
sues center around the high school bully.
They include gym class. and a particu-
larly violentinwoduction to Dodge Ball.

A bitof romance is the only time the
show takes on adighter tone. A boy asks

out Saturday nights

Lindsay to cut class with him, and later
invites her over o hear his band play
in the basement. Untortunatety, Lind-
say gets caught by Jet the high school
suidance counselor, (possibly the only
known helptul high school guidance
counselor in the world)y and is given the
ultimatum of being The Wonder “Math-
lete” for an academic decathlon, or
serving punch at the Homecoming
dance. Lindsay chooses to serve the
punch, gets a big lecture on truancy
from Dad. and misses her prinee’s ga-
rage band performance.

Cinderella’s night isn’t completely
ruined, because she's able to make
amends with the mentally challenged
boy she tricd to betriend. She also wit-
nesses the young Sam asking his dream
eirl 1o dunce.

Freaks and Geceks, although not the
show Texpected from NBC's advertise-
ments, was an honest ook back in time
at junior high, The truth can be pain-
ful. so travel down this twisted dark
portion of memory lane with caution.
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by Kristin Grudowski
sttt writer

One word can be used 1o deseribe
this movie: cute. Cute actors. cute
characters, just all-around cute.

Drive Me Crazy could be com-
pared to the movies Shes All That
or Clueless. or the TV show 90270
That doesn’t matter though. this
Moy ic has a repetitious theme found
in many stories that we. especially
us girls. will never grow tired of.

rooting for two characters Lo getto-
gether, and as halt” of the couple
hooks up with theires. you will an-
grily question, "Why are you Kiss-
ing her?!?™ This movie wilt make
you want to fallin fove. and if that
is loo extreme, you'lbat least want
to develop a crush,

Whoever took part i writing the
script for Drive Me Crazy wentout
of their way perfecting the portrayal
of teenage life. This movie makes

Onee again you will find yourself

me miss high school, as 1 began to
reminisce over pep ratlies and foot-
ball games. The ideas of conformity,
cliques. jealousy. back stabbing
fricnds and dy stunctional families are
also represented in the plot. These,
atong with the main “how to get the
girl/guy theme. are issues everyone
can relate o in one way or another.
pulling in a variety of people and
therefore attracting a diverse audi-
enee.

The acting of the two main charac-
ters. Mcehissa Joan Hart as Nicole and
Adrian Grenier as Chase, her friend
wrned boyfriend, is comvincing and
fun. The music is also noteworthy,
but 1. as well as everyone ¢lse who
has seen promaotions for this film. was
obviously looking forward to hearing
Brit sing, "Drive Me Crazy.”

Girls, this is a worthwhile movie.
Go see it with a group of friends or
drag the potentially crush-worthy guy
from math class along for the show.

In this romantic comedy directed by John Schultz, Melissa Joan
Hart and Adrian Grenier are next-door neighbors since child-
hood who grow into opposite personalities. Nicole and Chase
played by Hart and Grenier, respectively, find themselves fall-
ing in love after faking a relationship that only started out as an
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attempt to get back at each of their previous lovers by whom

they were dumped.

Drive Me Crazy is driving crowds wild

Her Side His Side

by Jermaine Hardy
stalt writer

O.k. fellas, i your girlriend insists
on dragging you to see this movie 1t's
alright because it won't be as bad as
you think. Mclissa Joan Hurt is the
bomb, and. oh yeah, the movie is good,
too. The movie's hype may have some
expecting the average “run of the mill”
teenage romantic comedy. Guk.a. girlic
movic) but with Drive Me Crazy this
1s not quite the cuse.

Unlike some other clueless efforts,
this movie actually mukes some vatu-
able points while depicting teens of the
90s in their true light. As the main plot
focuses on the romantic relationship
between Nicole and Chad, there are
multiple themes that suggest the state
in which teens are living today with
relative accuracy. The movie is rather
casy for most teens to relate . You
and your girl should have a great time
watching it together. However you will
have to give it a chance.

It has a slow beginning that maybe
be hard for a guy 1o take. At the be-
ginning you may say to yourself that
“this is going to drive me crazy,” but
as the movie progresses, it builds to
a climax that makes perfect sense.
For the fellas, 1 advise that you pre-
pare yoursell tor this movie experi-
ence. Enter the theatre with a open
mind and try to watch the movie
from a different pointof view. IU'sa
good movie to watch for symbolism.
The school at which Nicole and
Chase attend is named Time Zone
High School. a nume that probably
serves as a symbol to imply that the
movie wants to put emphasis on the
current times in which teens live.
The movie will also provide ;ood
discussion between you and your
girl afterit's over, so Ladvise you to
watch carefully so that you are abice
to give her feedback. This will score
you big points! Maybe next week
she will let you pick a movie ol your
choice.




